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Elect Angels? 

• The demons are fallen and the angels are elect. This means they are 
chosen by God. 
– 1Timothy 5:21 – In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect 

angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing nothing 
from partiality. 

• How does this work? Ultimately it is speculative, but I think the best 
answer is below. 
– Before the Fall of Angels, all Angels had a choice. After 1/3 of them chose to 

rebel with Satan, their condition was eternally frozen.  
– The angels had frozen righteousness (meaning it was now impossible for 

them to sin) and demons had frozen wickedness.  
– After the creation of man, you never hear of good angels turning bad in the 

Bible, nor do you hear of demons turning good.  
– Furthermore, salvation is not offered to angels, thus the demons are 

irredeemable. Their condition is “fixed.”  
– Elect humans will have frozen righteousness after the Resurrection, even 

though we will still have choice (just not to sin).  

 
 

Angelic Names 

• There are only three angels named in the Bible – Lucifer, Michael, and 
Gabriel. 

• Even though there are innumerable angels, we have three names. An 
interesting note can be found in Hebrews 1:4. 
– Hebrews 1:4 – having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 

inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
– Even though this verse mainly refers to Jesus status, look what happens if we 

literally focus on “names.” 

• Lucifer means “one who bears light” or “morning star.” 
– Jesus Christ is the Light – John 3:19. The light is greater than the one who bears 

the light.  

• Michael means “who is like the Lord?” 
– Well, Jesus is the Lord (Rom 10:9), which is far greater than being “like the 

Lord.” 

• Gabriel means “man of God.”  
– Jesus is the God-Man (John 1:14). 

• So perhaps the three names were given just to show us that Jesus is greater. 
 

Titles of Angels 

• Throughout the Scriptures, we see the 
following general titles: 
– Sons of God, sons of the Mighty, watchers, 

holy ones, princes, thrones (rulership), 
dominions (power to rule), powers 
(authority), and principalities (government). 

– These show that they serve God in the world. 

• There are three classes of Angels 
mentioned – Archangels, Cherubim, and 
Seraphim. 
– Jude 1:9 – But when the archangel Michael, 

contending with the devil, was disputing 
about the body of Moses, he did not 
presume to pronounce a blasphemous 
judgment, but said, "The Lord rebuke you." 

– They apparently are commanders of angels 
(Rev 12:7) 

 

Classes of Angels 

• Cherubim are associated with the throne 
of God. 
– The carving of them on the Ark of the 

Covenant shows they have wings. 
– They protect God’s locality. 
– They prevented fallen man from reentering 

the Garden (Gen 3:24). 
– John and Ezekiel describe them and human 

and beastly.  

• Seraphim are associated with sacrifice 
and cleansing. 
– Isaiah 6. 

• Cherubim and Seraphim are described 
with wings. We don’t know about other 
classes. 
– Every appearance of angels on earth is 

without wings. So no need to be dogmatic. 

 

Female Angels? 

• There is not a single instance in the 
Bible of an angel appearing as a 
female. 

• Masculine pronouns are always used. 
• If the Sons of God in Genesis 6, were 

angels, then once again they were 
male seeking the “daughters of men.” 

• Perhaps they are without gender 
when in heaven, but whenever on 
earth, they appear as males. 

• This runs counter to the millions of 
angel pictures, statues, and trinkets 
that are on TV and sold in gift shops. 

• Female angels was a trait of the 
Gnostic heresies, not biblical belief. 

 

Attributes of Angels 

• They are generally unseen. 
– There is good reason for this. In Rev 22:8, John 

tried to fall down and worship the angel. 
– Humans are prone to idolatry, and the sight of 

such luminous beings would only encourage it. 

• Angels are also powerful. 
– Matthew 28 has an angel roll the heavy tomb 

stone (not so Christ could get out, but so that 
the world could stare in). 

– One angel killed 185,000 Assyrians in 2 Kings 
19:35. This may have been a Christophany.  

– Angels are not omnipotent, but they are far 
more powerful than us. 

• Angels are also intelligent.  
– They speak language, they have knowledge 

beyond what men do when they give visions, 
and in Matt 24:36, Jesus says “not even” angels 
know the second coming. The “not even” 
implies they have great knowledge. 
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Work of Angels 

• They transport our souls after death. 
– 2 Cor 5:8 says to be absent from the body is to 

be present with the Lord. How do our souls get 
there? 

– Luke 16:22 – The poor man died and was 
carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The 
rich man also died and was buried, 

• Delivery of revelation. 
– The word means messenger. They deliver 

messages (Rev 22:8; Luke 1:11; etc.) 
– According to Elmer Towns, angelic appearances 

happen in clusters called epochs. Appearances 
are not steady throughout history, but clustered 
around points where new divine revelation is 
being given. 

– They perform signs and wonders to 
authenticate the revelation. 

– Since the revelation is complete, this explains 
why we don’t see angels today. 

 

 

Work of Angels 

• They provide physical protection for 
God’s people. 
– Angels got Lot out of Sodom. 

– An angel protected Daniel from the lions. 

– An angel freed Peter from jail in Acts 5 
and Acts 12. 

• Guardian Angels are a biblical 
concept. 
– Matthew 18:10 – See that you do not 

despise one of these little ones. For I tell 
you that in heaven their angels always 
see the face of my Father who is in 
heaven. 

– In Acts 12, they thought Peter’s angel 
appeared to them.  

 

 

Conclusion 

• Clearly, there is much more that can be said about 
angels.   

• The Bible reveals much, but the more that is revealed, 
the more it becomes obvious that the two extremes 
offered by society are impossible.   

• The popular conception of angels does not match with 
the biblical view.   

• Also, the denial of angels is something that is impossible 
to do if you believe the Bible is inerrant.   
– Jesus taught of their existence, and so it is absurd for people 

who call themselves Christians to say that angels are 
mythical.   

– A statement like that brings no honor to Christ. 

 

Introduction to Satanology 

• Sadly many today do not believe he exists. 
– Perhaps the Medieval portrayal of him fueled this rejection. 

• Satan is an angel, but more specifically a fallen angel – the leader 
of fallen angels. 
– Thus, most of what was said about angels applies to him – power, 

intelligence, non-material nature, volition, and emotion.  

• Jesus spoke more about Satan than any other angel. 
– Perhaps this demonstrates that we should know our enemy since the 

Lord revealed much about him.  

• Some of the names attributed to him are as follows: 
– Satan = adversary; Diablos (devil) = accuser; Beelzebub = Lord of the 

Flies; tempter, enemy, deceiver, serpent, and dragon. 

• Christian belief in Satan is not cosmic dualism. 
– He is a created being and he is limited by God. He is not omnipresent 

(Christians sometimes act like he is).  

 

Satan’s Origin and Fall 

• He had to be created when the other 
angels were created.  

• Concerning his fall, not much is known. 
– Christians often go to Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 

28 to find answers. 

• These passages are not concrete. 
– The immediate context is real people that 

God is about to judge. 

– There are statements that definitely seem 
like they can apply (calling him a Cherub in 
Ezek 28). 

– But then other aspects of these passages 
speak of a person who dies, has a body, and 
so forth. 

– The OT prophets used hyperbole (intentional 
exaggeration) as a literary device.  

 

 
 

Satan’s Origin and Fall 

• Thus, it is highly possible that the 
prophets are merely talking about 
the coming judgment of human 
kings using this common literary 
device. 

• It is also possible to say that God is 
comparing the rebellion of these 
men to the rebellion of Satan, and 
so is blending the two into one 
picture together.  
– In other words, Satan could be the 

power behind their thrones, and their 
rebellion against God may be Satanic 
(much like it will be with the 
Antichrist), and so when speaking of 
judgment toward these kings, the 
prophets may be blending the 
descriptions of the two parties.  
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Satan’s Origin and Fall 
• We should look at these passages. 

– Isaiah 14:12-17  "How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the 
ground, you who laid the nations low!  13)  You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; above the stars 
of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north;  14)  
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'  15)  But you are 
brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit.  16)  Those who see you will stare at you and ponder 
over you: 'Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms,  17)  who made the world 
like a desert and overthrew its cities, who did not let his prisoners go home?' 

– Some of the descriptions seem appropriate to Satan, but it clearly is talking about a man. The verses prior 
make this clearer. 

• Ezekiel 28 is similar. 
– Ezekiel 28:12-19  "Son of man, raise a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says the 

Lord GOD: "You were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  13)  You were in Eden, 
the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and 
jasper, sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your settings and your engravings. On 
the day that you were created they were prepared.  14)  You were an anointed guardian cherub. I placed 
you; you were on the holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you walked.  15)  You were 
blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till unrighteousness was found in you.  16)  In the 
abundance of your trade you were filled with violence in your midst, and you sinned; so I cast you as a 
profane thing from the mountain of God, and I destroyed you, O guardian cherub, from the midst of the 
stones of fire.  17)  Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake 
of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to feast their eyes on you.  18)  By 
the multitude of your iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your trade you profaned your sanctuaries; so I 
brought fire out from your midst; it consumed you, and I turned you to ashes on the earth in the sight of 
all who saw you.  19)  All who know you among the peoples are appalled at you; you have come to a 
dreadful end and shall be no more forever.“ 

 
 

 
 

 

Satan’s Origin and Fall 

• We should not be dogmatic about 
these passages. 

– Tradition alone accounts for our 
tendency to associate these passages 
with Satan in such a categorical 
manner. 

– Some scholars speculate that the 
hyperbole could be meant to make 
parallels with Adam rather than 
Satan. 

– These are difficult passages and no 
NT author sites these passages 
concerning Satan. 

 

 

 

Fall of Satan 

• We should form doctrine based on what 
we do know, rather than off of speculation 
on verses that may or may not be 
speaking on this subject.  

• So we can turn to a few passages in 
Revelation. 
– Rev 12:4  His tail swept down a third of the 

stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. 
And the dragon stood before the woman 
who was about to give birth, so that when 
she bore her child he might devour it. 

– Rev 12:9  And the great dragon was thrown 
down, that ancient serpent, who is called the 
devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole 
world--he was thrown down to the earth, 
and his angels were thrown down with him. 

• At some point he was cast down to the 
earth and he took 1/3 of the angels with 
him. 

 

 


