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KJV – Revelation 6:1-2 

 

“The First Seal of The Revelation” 

Introduction: 
 
     This lesson we will cover the first of the seven seals which is the Anti-Christ. In this lesson we 
will compare this rider on the white horse to the beast of Revelation and the prophecies given in 
the Old Testament by Daniel the Prophet. 
 
Revelation 6:1-2 

1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of 
the four beasts saying, Come and see. 

2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto 
him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 

     John stands in the midst of the throne and watches the LORD Jesus Christ open the first of the 
seven seals on the scroll, indicating that the end-time judgment of the unrepentant sinners upon the 
earth has finally come. The first horseman of the first seal rides forth at the beginning of this seven 
year period know as the tribulation. The white horse and the horseman represents a sense of false 
peace throughout the world as this man comes on the political scene.  
 
     This horseman will have a bow and a crown will be given unto him. Note in the verses the 
absence of any arrows with his bow, this may symbolize a world-wide disarmament and a false 
peace of the seven year peace treaty that he will sign which is the actual event that starts the 7-year 
tribulation. This rider will break his peace treaty that he has signed with Israel at the 3 ½ year mark 
and attack the nation and the people of Israel.  
 
      This horseman of the apocalypse with a crown, a bow yet no arrows will be riding upon a white 
horse. The animal represents an unparalleled time of world peace yet a false that is to be short 
lived. This peace will be ushered in by a series of false messiahs that will finally culminate with this 
man, the Anti-Christ. Now this rider and all the other riders are not actual men, however they 
represent the force and the power by what they represent. John is clear to point out that people will  
follow him because they are obsessed with pursuing peace yet a false peace. His bow in his hands is 
a mighty symbol of war but the absence of any arrows implies that this peace will be won be a 
bloodless victory and the entire world will flock to this man and join in with the covenantal 
agreement to bring about this peace. A crown will be given unto him, he will become king of the 
earth placed in power by the world’s inhabitants regardless of the cost. He will conquer the entire 
earth in a bloodless coup.  
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     This rider by some is often thought to be the LORD Jesus Christ returning upon a white horse, 
conquering and to conquer. This is just not the case my friend, this rider upon the white horse is a 
leader who will falsely represent himself to the world as a peacemaker just before conquering the 
world. This rider is nothing at all like that glorious rider of Revelation 19, the LORD Jesus Christ.   
 

 
 
      The Old Testament book of Daniel is the counterpart to the book of the Revelation. Daniel’s 
prophecy foreshadowed the coming of this Anti-Christ who “by peace shall destroy many,” from 
Daniel chapter number eight.  
 
Daniel  8:24-25 

24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall 
prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. 

25 And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself 
in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but 
he shall be broken without hand. 

     Though we are often unaware of the spiritual warfare going on around us; yet from the time of 
Satan’s rebellion against God this spiritual battle has been waging and it has affected every soul on 
this earth. Satan’s emissary, this rider upon the white horse or more commonly known as the Anti-
Christ will ultimately in the end try to do battle with the LORD Jesus Christ in the last days.  
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     His attempts will fail and he will be destroyed by the LORD of Glory. This rider on the white 
horse, the Anti-Christ will be a liar and a great deceiver and will be the Devil’s tool in this last time 
of the tribulation. 
 
I John 2:22 
 
22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and 
the Son. 
 
     Some people suggest that the Anti-Christ will be a Jew who is either a eunuch or a homosexual 
since Daniel warned that he would have no regard for “the God of his father, nor the desire of 
women.” 
 
Daniel 11:36-37 

36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above 
every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the 
indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. 

37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he 
shall magnify himself above all. 

     This term cannot be used to identify this man as a Jew because it is speaking in the original text 
that he will have no regard for any of the gods, including the God of his fathers. This man will not be 
a Jew because is rider is the head “little horn” of that beast in Revelation 13 which rises up out of 
the sea. The sea of course representing the Gentile world empires.  
 
     There are few scholars who look at this book in the historical view point and try to say that this 
rider on the white horse, this willful king of Daniel chapter 11, is Antiochus Epiphanies the same as 
described in chapter eight as the little horn. However it is very clear that the prophetic details 
revealed about this willful king describe the Anti-Christ. This future head of the revived Roman 
empire will have no respect at all for any form of religion or religious practices and will utterly 
disregard the God of Israel and the LORD Jesus Christ.  
 
II Thessalonians 2:1-5 

1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto him, 

2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as 
from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 
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     The Apostle Paul warns us that this “son of perdition” (II Thessalonians 2:3), will set himself up 
above every god and everything associated with the worship of the One true Living God. He will 
make blasphemous pronouncements from the temple in Jerusalem and defile the Holy Place with 
the abomination of desolation. All of these are spoken of in Daniel 9:27; 11:36-45; Matthew 24:15 
and in Revelation 13:1-15 in his defiling the Holy Place.  
 
     Yet this Anti-Christ will not be revealed until the Holy Spirit who is the restraining force holding 
back Satan and the Anti-Christ’s appearance is taken out of the way as Paul tells us in Second 
Thessalonians 2:7. As long as the Church of the LORD Jesus Christ is here he will not be reveiled, 
however once the Saints are raptured, the Holy Spirit’s restraining force will be “taken out of the 
way.” This will then allow Satan to bring forth his servant, the son of perdition, the Anti-Christ this 
rider upon the white horse.  
 
The Beast of the Sea 
 
     The white horseman of the first seal will rise to total world domination. The question is where 
does he get his power from? The beast as well as the white horsemen does not have automatic 
supreme power like the LORD Jesus Christ will have in His return of Revelation 19. They must be 
given their power some an outside source.  
 
Revelation 6:2 

2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto 
him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 

     Revelation 6:2 states that the rider on the white horse will be given a crown. This means that 
someone or some powerful force will ultimately give power to that rider. But let’s take a look at that 
beast in Revelation 13; then we will better understand where the Anti-Christ will receive his crown, 
power and authority from.  
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Revelation 13:1-9 

1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and 
ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. 

2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. 

3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the 
world wondered after the beast. 

 

4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, 
saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? 

5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given 
unto him to continue forty and two months. 

6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and 
them that dwell in heaven. 

7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given 
him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. 

8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 

9 If any man have an ear, let him hear. 
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The Ten Horns 
 
     John describes this terrible vision of the beast and this figure will rise to political prominence 
over the entire world. This beast has “ten horns” which represents ten nations or kingdoms from 
the revived Roman Empire. Possible ten nations of the Unified Europe that come together to form a 
world power and dominate the entire globe under the control of the Anti-Christ. These “ten crowns” 
indicate that he has usurped all political power and authority over these ten world leaders 
represented by these ten crowns of the ten kings.  In gaining his authority over these nations and 
their leaders, three of these leaders or kings will rebel against the beast and be overthrown or killed 
and this action will leave only seven heads. The Anti-Christ will rule this beast and he shall receive 
all of its power from Satan that great red dragon.  
 
Daniel 7:2-11 

2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove 
upon the great sea. 

3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 

4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it 
was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to 
it. 

5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three 
ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. 

6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; 
the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it. 

7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong 
exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with 
the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. 

8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom 
there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. 

9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as 
burning fire. 

10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 

11 I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the 
beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. 
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    The large sea was used to indicate the multitudes, the great political powers of the world as seen 
in Isaiah 60:5 and Revelation 13:1. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts paralleled Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream of the large image recorded about in Daniel chapter two. Both of these are prophecies that 
foreshadow the future course of the Gentile world empires that will precede the glorious kingdom 
of the Messiah. Daniel’s vision concentrated on the true spiritual character of these four empires 
that would rule the known world until the end of this age. Notice that each one of these four beasts 
as it represents a kingdom were predatory and violent, indicating that these empires would rule by 
great force, greed and war. The three ribs in the bear’s mouth may refer to the three provincial 
territories that were conquered by the Medo-Persians: 
 

• Lydia – 546 B.C. 
• Babylon – 539 B.C. 
• Egypt – 525 B.C. 

 
     The Medo-Persian empire ultimately encompassed 27 provinces from northern Africa to India, 
they ruled over every nation of the  known world at that time. The leopard with four wings referred 
to the empire of Alexander the Great from Greece. The greatest general of the ancient world. 
Alexander conquered the nations from India to Africa in less the ten years.  
 
     Then there is the fourth creature in Daniel’s vision which represented the Roman Empire. The 
ten little horns corresponded to the ten toes of the image in Daniel chapter 2:40-42 and they 
indicated the totality of the beast’s sphere of authority. These ten horns are ten kingdoms or ten 
nations, a revived Roman Empire that will arise in the last days (See Daniel chapter 7:24-25 and 
Revelation 17:12). The smaller little horn that appears in the middle of the other horns is none 
other than that rider upon that white horse in Revelation 6:1-2, he represents the Anti-Christ. 
 
Revelation 6:1-2 

1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of 
the four beasts saying, Come and see. 

2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto 
him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 

     This man will rule these ten horns, the ten kingdoms of the world and he will go forth conquering 
and to conquer.  

Daniel  8:23-26 

23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce 
countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. 

24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall 
prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. 

25 And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself 
in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but 
he shall be broken without hand. 
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26 And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the 
vision; for it shall be for many days. 

     Daniel describes this rule of “the Anti-Christ” as a king of fierce countenance. His rule and reign 
will be an evil rule of terror, sin and wickedness.  
 
Daniel 11:36-45 

36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above 
every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the 
indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. 

37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he 
shall magnify himself above all. 

38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he 
honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. 

39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and 
increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain. 

40 And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall 
come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he 
shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. 

41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall 
escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. 

42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 

43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of 
Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. 

44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with 
great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. 

45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet 
he shall come to his end, and none shall help him. 

     His rule will come to an end, he is just a small part of God’s great plan to purge this earth of the 
sin and evil before the LORD of Glory returns to set up His Righteous Kingdom. To be our eternal 
God and the King over all of the earth.  
 
Isaiah 43:13 
 
13 Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and 
who shall let it? 


