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1 Kings 2:1-4  Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon
his son, saying, I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a
man; And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes,
and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of
Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest
thyself: That the LORD may continue his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy
children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their
soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel.

I. This is one of the multiple times that David charged Solomon concerning what he was to
do after David’s death.

A. His charge is all about fulfilling the purpose of God.
B. David handed to Solomon a legacy and an inheritance – with a plan.
C. Solomon was not left to himself to find his way and his own truth and convictions

– David told him exactly what he needed to do to be successful and happy.
D. David also supplied all that was needed for Solomon to be the king and do the

work.
E. At the end of David’s life we can see what mattered to him more than all his gold

and silver and whatever other passions he had in life – God and his promises and
his purpose was all he cared about or talked about.

F. What God had done in David’s life he wanted to continue in Solomon’s life, and
in the lives of his people.

G. David’s life was an open book and all the world knew of his worst failings and
problems.
1. He had been treated very unjustly.
2. He had been tempted and deceived and had committed the worst of sins.
3. Through it all he had walked with God and at the end of his life he had

never charged God foolishly or sinned against Him with his lips.
H. His testimony to Solomon is that life is all about God and that every bad thing that

had ever happened to him was his own fault, or it was sent from God to help him
in some way.

I. He also gave Solomon charge concerning the people who had caused the most
trouble in his life.

1 Kings 2:5-9  Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what
he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa
the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of
war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet. Do
therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace.
But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those that eat
at thy table: for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother. And,
behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed
me with a grievous curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: but he came down to meet
me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the LORD, saying, I will not put thee to death with the
sword. Now therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou art a wise man, and knowest what thou
oughtest to do unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood.



1. David was simply warning Solomon that he would have trouble with these
certain people.

2. He was warning him not to put up with it because he had been merciful
with them for a lifetime and they had proven themselves to be what they
were.

3. He trusted them to Solomon’s wisdom and freed him from feeling
obligated to keep doing for them as David had done.

4. It is clear in the rest of this chapter that David gave him sound advice,
because Adonijah’s rebellion was not over and Abiathar and Joab were
still working with him to take the throne away from Solomon by crafting
another plan.

II. So David made Solomon king and then he set all in order for the building of the house of
God.

A. If we did not turn to another book in the Bible and get the rest of the story we
would have missed how gloriously David died.

1 Kings 2:10  So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.

B. This is all it says about David’s death in 1 Kings, and so we would think that
David gave this short charge to Solomon and then just laid down and died, but
this was far from the case!

C. David had prepared for the house of God to be built and he laid everything out in
order after he made Solomon king.
1. With all his might he did all he could to make sure everything was in place

for Solomon to build the house of God that he had wanted to do for so
long.

2. David had a vision from God that reached far past his own life on this
earth.

D. In 1 Chronicles chapters 22-29 we read of how David set all the priests, and
singers, and rulers, and laborers, and all the material in order for the house of
God, and then how he charged Solomon with the building the house of God

1 Chronicles 22:5  And David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that
is to be builded for the LORD must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout
all countries: I will therefore now make preparation for it. So David prepared abundantly
before his death.

1 Chronicles 22:11-13  Now, my son, the LORD be with thee; and prosper thou, and build the
house of the LORD thy God, as he hath said of thee. Only the LORD give thee wisdom and
understanding, and give thee charge concerning Israel, that thou mayest keep the law of the
LORD thy God. Then shalt thou prosper, if thou takest heed to fulfil the statutes and
judgments which the LORD charged Moses with concerning Israel: be strong, and of good
courage; dread not, nor be dismayed.

1 Chronicles 22:14-16  Now, behold, in my trouble I have prepared for the house of the
LORD an hundred thousand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of
brass and iron without weight; for it is in abundance: timber also and stone have I prepared;
and thou mayest add thereto. Moreover there are workmen with thee in abundance, hewers
and workers of stone and timber, and all manner of cunning men for every manner of work.
Of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the iron, there is no number. Arise therefore, and
be doing, and the LORD be with thee.



E. We also read how that David handed to Solomon in the sight of all the people the
plans for the building of the house of God, and also for the order of the priests,
and the services.

1 Chronicles 28:11-13  Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of
the houses thereof, and of the treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, and of
the inner parlours thereof, and of the place of the mercy seat, And the pattern of all that he
had by the spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD, and of all the chambers round
about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries of the dedicated things:
Also for the courses of the priests and the Levites, and for all the work of the service of the
house of the LORD, and for all the vessels of service in the house of the LORD.

1 Chronicles 28:19  All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in writing by his
hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern.

III. We read about how he told the people that he had given much of his own gold and silver
for the building of the house and how he charged the people to give and they started
giving willingly until there was more than needed.

1 Chronicles 29:1-9  Furthermore David the king said unto all the congregation, Solomon my
son, whom alone God hath chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great: for the
palace is not for man, but for the LORD God. Now I have prepared with all my might for the
house of my God the gold for things to be made of gold, and the silver for things of silver,
and the brass for things of brass, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things of wood;
onyx stones, and stones to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of
precious stones, and marble stones in abundance. Moreover, because I have set my
affection to the house of my God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold and silver, which I
have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the holy
house, Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents
of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses withal: The gold for things of gold, and the
silver for things of silver, and for all manner of work to be made by the hands of artificers.
And who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the LORD? Then the chief of
the fathers and princes of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of thousands and of hundreds,
with the rulers of the king's work, offered willingly, And gave for the service of the house of
God of gold five thousand talents and ten thousand drams, and of silver ten thousand talents,
and of brass eighteen thousand talents, and one hundred thousand talents of iron. And they
with whom precious stones were found gave them to the treasure of the house of the LORD,
by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly,
because with perfect heart they offered willingly to the LORD: and David the king also
rejoiced with great joy.

IV. We read David’s charge to the people.

1 Chronicles 28:1-8  And David assembled all the princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes,
and the captains of the companies that ministered to the king by course, and the captains
over the thousands, and captains over the hundreds, and the stewards over all the
substance and possession of the king, and of his sons, with the officers, and with the mighty
men, and with all the valiant men, unto Jerusalem. Then David the king stood up upon his
feet, and said, Hear me, my brethren, and my people: As for me, I had in mine heart to build
an house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and for the footstool of our God,
and had made ready for the building: But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build an house
for my name, because thou hast been a man of war, and hast shed blood. Howbeit the
LORD God of Israel chose me before all the house of my father to be king over Israel for
ever: for he hath chosen Judah to be the ruler; and of the house of Judah, the house of my
father; and among the sons of my father he liked me to make me king over all Israel: And of



all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to
sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. And he said unto me, Solomon
thy son, he shall build my house and my courts: for I have chosen him to be my son, and I
will be his father. Moreover I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he be constant to do my
commandments and my judgments, as at this day. Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the
congregation of the LORD, and in the audience of our God, keep and seek for all the
commandments of the LORD your God: that ye may possess this good land, and leave it for
an inheritance for your children after you for ever.

1 Chronicles 22:17-19  David also commanded all the princes of Israel to help Solomon his
son, saying, Is not the LORD your God with you? and hath he not given you rest on every
side? for he hath given the inhabitants of the land into mine hand; and the land is subdued
before the LORD, and before his people. Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD
your God; arise therefore, and build ye the sanctuary of the LORD God, to bring the ark of
the covenant of the LORD, and the holy vessels of God, into the house that is to be built to
the name of the LORD.

V. We read David’s charge to Solomon.

1 Chronicles 28:9-10  And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and
serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee;
but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. Take heed now; for the LORD hath
chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it.

VI. We read as David worships God before all the people, prays for his people, and calls
them to worship God.

1 Chronicles 29:10-28  Wherefore David blessed the LORD before all the congregation: and
David said, Blessed be thou, LORD God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. Thine, O
LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for
all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and thou art
exalted as head above all. Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all;
and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give
strength unto all. Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name. But
who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort?
for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. For we are strangers before
thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on the earth are as a shadow, and
there is none abiding. O LORD our God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee an
house for thine holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own. I know also, my God,
that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of
mine heart I have willingly offered all these things: and now have I seen with joy thy people,
which are present here, to offer willingly unto thee.

O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the
imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their heart unto thee: And
give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, and
thy statutes, and to do all these things, and to build the palace, for the which I have made
provision.

And David said to all the congregation, Now bless the LORD your God. And all the
congregation blessed the LORD God of their fathers, and bowed down their heads, and
worshipped the LORD, and the king. And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the LORD, and
offered burnt offerings unto the LORD, on the morrow after that day, even a thousand
bullocks, a thousand rams, and a thousand lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacrifices in



abundance for all Israel: And did eat and drink before the LORD on that day with great
gladness.

VII. They made Solomon king again the second time and anointed him again in the sight of all
these people as a public confirmation of the fact that God had chosen him.

And they made Solomon the son of David king the second time, and anointed him unto the
LORD to be the chief governor, and Zadok to be priest. Then Solomon sat on the throne of
the LORD as king instead of David his father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him. And
all the princes, and the mighty men, and all the sons likewise of king David, submitted
themselves unto Solomon the king. And the LORD magnified Solomon exceedingly in the
sight of all Israel, and bestowed upon him such royal majesty as had not been on any king
before him in Israel. Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. And the time that he
reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three
years reigned he in Jerusalem. And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and
honour: and Solomon his son reigned in his stead.

A. THIS is how David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel!

VIII. We read how David died in a good old age and full of honor

A. David died shortly after all this.
B. He had finished his course, he had kept the faith, and he was now ready to be

offered.

1 Chronicles 29:28  And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and
Solomon his son reigned in his stead.

2 Samuel 23:1-5  Now these be the last words of David. David the son of Jesse said, and the
man who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of
Israel, said, The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue. The God
of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in
the fear of God. And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a
morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after
rain. Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting
covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire,
although he make it not to grow.

Acts 13:36  For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on
sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:

IX. We should pray for wisdom to die like a righteous man dies.

Numbers 23:10  Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of
Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his!

Psalm 37:37  Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace.

Proverbs 14:32  The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous hath hope in
his death.

Psalm 116:15  Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.


