
 

 

WEDNESDAY SERMON 

Hidden Hills Sovereign Grace Baptist Church 

Willow, Alaska 

Date:  October 03, 2018 

Scripture Reading: Ezekiel 36:1-38 

Text:  Ezekiel 36:1-38 

Subject:  EZEKIEL SERIES – Message to the mountains 

of Israel: the restoration predicted & conversion 

accomplished 

 

We have seen the Lord GOD open the mouth of the Prophet Ezekiel in 

the previous chapter so that he can speak to the whole house of Israel 

over whom the LORD has made Ezekiel a Watchman.  Chapters 35 and 

36 are a connected prophecy.  These two chapters speak both of the 

final destruction of Israel’s bitter enemies and the certain multiplying 

of the people of Israel to the mountains, hills, rivers, valleys and 

forsaken cities of the land – the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob and their descendants.  That desolate land shall be tilled and 

become like the garden of Eden; the ruined cities shall become fenced 

and inhabited. 

 

This evening, as the LORD enables us, we want to study the entire 38 

verses of the 36th chapter.  In this chapter we have a message to the 

mountains of Israel and a restoration predicted to the mountains, 

valleys, rivers, the desolate wastes, and the forsaken cities (36:4).  

Men will be multiplied on these places (36:10). 

 

1 ¶  Also, thou son of man, prophesy unto the mountains of 

Israel, and say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the 

LORD: 2  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because the enemy hath 
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said against you, Aha, even the ancient high places are ours in 

possession: 3  Therefore prophesy and say, Thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Because they have made you desolate, and swallowed 

you up on every side, that ye might be a possession unto the 

residue of the heathen, and ye are taken up in the lips of 

talkers, and are an infamy of the people: 

 

As the Lord God prophesies to the mountains of Israel by the 

mouth of Ezekiel, the watchman for the house of Israel; He 

recalls how the enemies of Israel had said against them, “Aha, 

even the ancient high places are ours in possession.”  Because 

these enemies have made you desolate and swallowed you up 

on every side, that you might be a possession for them.  These 

mountains are now an infamy (of evil fame or reputation; public 

reproach) of the people. 

 

4  Therefore, ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord 

GOD; Thus saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the 

hills, to the rivers, and to the valleys, to the desolate wastes, 

and to the cities that are forsaken, which became a prey and 

derision to the residue of the heathen that are round about; 5  

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Surely in the fire of my 

jealousy have I spoken against the residue of the heathen, and 

against all Idumea, which have appointed my land into their 

possession with the joy of all their heart, with despiteful minds, 

to cast it out for a prey. 

 

God’s word is to those infamous mountains of Israel; and to the 

hills, rivers, valleys, desolate wastes, and the cities which are 

forsaken.  These became a prey and a derision to the heathen 
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round about.  The LORD has spoken against all Idumea which 

had appointed this land to their own possession with joy of their 

hearts and despiteful minds, to take a pray.  As we have seen in 

the previous 35th chapter, the LORD severely judged Mount Seir 

which is Idumea.  He destroyed all the hateful enemies of the 

House of Israel. 

 

6  Prophesy therefore concerning the land of Israel, and say 

unto the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the 

valleys, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I have spoken in my 

jealousy and in my fury, because ye have borne the shame of 

the heathen: 7  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; I have lifted 

up mine hand, Surely the heathen that are about you, they shall 

bear their shame. 

 

The Lord GOD spoke in his jealously and in his fury, because the 

land promised to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and their descendants 

has borne the shame of Israel’s enemies.  In the previous 

chapter, we saw where the LORD had performed his word 

against Mount Seir and the descendants of Esau so that they 

bore their shame.  This destruction of Israel’s enemies is a 

preparation for the return of the whole house of Israel to their 

land. 

 

8  But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your 

branches, and yield your fruit to my people of Israel; for they 

are at hand to come. 

 

Joyful sound!  The Lord Commands the mountains of Israel to 

shoot forth their branches and yield their fruit to His people 
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Israel; for they are at hand to come. The Lord God is gathering 

all of them back to the land after their enemies have been 

destroyed at His hand. 

 

9  For, behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye 

shall be tilled and sown: 10  And I will multiply men upon you, 

all the house of Israel, even all of it: and the cities shall be 

inhabited, and the wastes shall be builded: 11  And I will 

multiply upon you man and beast; and they shall increase and 

bring fruit: and I will settle you after your old estates, and will 

do better unto you than at your beginnings: and ye shall know 

that I am the LORD. 

 

Look at this promise.  The Lord is for the land.  He will turn to it 

so that is shall be tilled and sown.  Crops will rise up.  Men shall 

be multiplied on the land, all the house of Israel – the cities 

inhabited and the wastes builded.  God will multiply both man 

and beast and they shall increase and bring fruit.  The LORD will 

settle them after their old estates, and will do better to them 

than at their beginnings.  As this occurs, they shall know that 

the Lord God is the LORD. 

 

12  Yea, I will cause men to walk upon you, even my people 

Israel; and they shall possess thee, and thou shalt be their 

inheritance, and thou shalt no more henceforth bereave them 

of men. 

 

The Lord God will cause men to walk upon this land.  Not the 

Palestinians; not the Muslims, but his people Israel.  They shall 
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possess the land as their inheritance – and no enemy shall, from 

that point bereave them of men. 

 

13  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because they say unto you, Thou 

land devourest up men, and hast bereaved thy nations; 14  

Therefore thou shalt devour men no more, neither bereave thy 

nations any more, saith the Lord GOD. 15  Neither will I cause 

men to hear in thee the shame of the heathen any more, 

neither shalt thou bear the reproach of the people any more, 

neither shalt thou cause thy nations to fall any more, saith the 

Lord GOD. 

 

These verses show how the LORD God heals the land that once 

had the reputation for devouring up men and bereaving the 

nations.  No more!  Even the land shall submit itself to the word 

of God.  Do we think this strange?  He that said, in the 

beginning: “Let the earth bring forth…”  Shall he not have power 

to do that and more again.  He that said to the winds and waves, 

“Peace, be still” and there was a great calm!  Cannot he 

command the very ground and the mountains? 

 

16 ¶  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 17  

Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, 

they defiled it by their own way and by their doings: their way 

was before me as the uncleanness of a removed woman. 

 

It is true that when the house of Israel dwelt in the promised 

land they defiled it.  Incredible to think they came to a land 

flowing with milk and honey – gaining houses, vineyards, 

oliveyards and all kinds of store, then defiled it. How so?  By 
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their own way and doings? They had taken up the deeds of the 

former inhabitants of the land and has turned to worship the 

things in the heavens – yea, the sun, moon, and stars.  They 

turned to idols.  And they became to the LORD as the 

uncleanness of a removed woman. 

 

18  Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the blood that 

they had shed upon the land, and for their idols wherewith they 

had polluted it: 19  And I scattered them among the heathen, 

and they were dispersed through the countries: according to 

their way and according to their doings I judged them. 

 

In these verses the LORD recalls pouring his fury on his people 

because of the blood shed on the land and for the idols wherewith 

they had polluted the land.  Because of this, he scattered them 

among the heathen, and they were dispersed (spread through) 

the countries all according to their own way and their doings.  The 

Lord judged his people.  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 

of the Living God! 

 

Heb 10:30-31 (KJV) For we know him that hath said, 

Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the 

Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 It is a 

fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

 

20  And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they 

went, they profaned my holy name, when they said to them, 

These are the people of the LORD, and are gone forth out of his 

land. 
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What a shame Israel was among the heathen!  As they went 

among them, scattered of the LORD, they profaned God’s holy 

name.  People saw them and said, “these are the people of the 

LORD, and are gone forth out of his land.”  What an exhortation!  

God forbid that we should profane God’s name among the 

heathen – but rather, let us live in such a way that those around 

us know that we have been with Jesus! 

 

21  But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of 

Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. 22  

Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord 

GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for 

mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among the 

heathen, whither ye went. 23  And I will sanctify my great 

name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have 

profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that 

I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified 

in you before their eyes. 

 

O, brothers and sisters, how great is  the mercy of God which he 

extends to his people because he pities His own holy name!  He 

calls them and brings them back to their land – but not for their 

sakes – but for His holy name’s sake – that name which they 

had profaned among the heathen.  The LORD sovereignly directs 

things both for Israel and for Israel’s enemies so the heathen 

know that he is the Lord God, when He is sanctified in Israel 

before their eyes.  The heathen shall see the hand of God on His 

people Israel and shall know… 
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24  For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you 

out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. 

 

Here is the explanation of how that occurs.  The Lord God will 

take the house of Israel from among the heathen.  He will gather 

them and bring them into the land of Israel – the land promised 

to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their descendants. 

 

25 ¶  Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 

clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I 

cleanse you. 

 

Watch this closely!  God does this!  He will sprinkle clean water 

upon Israel and they shall be clean from all their filthiness and 

their idolatry. 

 

26  A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 

within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your 

flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 

 

A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 

you:  Does this not sound like the quickening of people dead in 

sins in the very say way that the LORD quickens us now?  This 

promise is to Israel.  It cannot be applied to us except in 

principle.  The LORD will take away the stony heart out of their 

flesh and give them a new heart of flesh.  A new heart with 

which to think, plan, serve, and honor the Lord! 

 

27  And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 

my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 
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Beautiful!  He will put his spirit within the house of Israel!  God 

will cause them to walk in his statutes and laws.  They will keep 

his judgments and perform them. 

 

28  And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; 

and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

 

They shall dwell in the land that God gave to the fathers of 

Israel; namely, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  This is the land on 

the east of the Mediterranean Sea – from the River of Egypt to 

Lebanon in the north.  Israel shall be God’s earthly people – and 

the Lord God will be their God.  At that time, they shall enjoy the 

full extent of the land promised to them. 

 

Ge 15:18 (KJV) In the same day the LORD made a 

covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given 

this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the 

river Euphrates: 

 

29  I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will 

call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon 

you. 

 

God will save them – from all their uncleannesses!  And the Lord 

God shall bless them by calling for the corn and increase it.  No 

more shall they ever know want and famine. 
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30  And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of 

the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine 

among the heathen. 

 

Moreover the LORD will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the 

increase or harvest of the field.  No more reproach of famine 

among the heathen.   

 

Am 9:13-15 (KJV) Behold, the days come, saith the 

LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the 

treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the 

mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall 

melt. 14 And I will bring again the captivity of my people 

of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit 

them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine 

thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of 

them. 15 And I will plant them upon their land, and they 

shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have 

given them, saith the LORD thy God. 

 

31  Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your 

doings that were not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your 

own sight for your iniquities and for your abominations. 

 

Why will they remember their evil ways?  And their doings that 

were not good?  And lothe themselves in their own site for their 

iniquities and abominations?  It is not because the LORD will 

bring it to their minds? 
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CF: Eze 20:42-44 (KJV) And ye shall know that I am the 

LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the 

country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your 

fathers. 43 And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your 

doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall lothe 

yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that ye have 

committed. 44 And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

have wrought with you for my name's sake, not according to 

your wicked ways, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye 

house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.   

 

32  Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord GOD, be it 

known unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your own 

ways, O house of Israel. 

 

Remember, it is not for your sakes, O house of Israel – but for 

the Lord’s holy name that he does this.  Look at yourselves in 

the presence and sight of a holy God – and you shall be 

ashamed and confounded for your own ways! 

 

33  Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have 

cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to 

dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. 

 

This tells us when Israel is made to dwell in the cities and in the 

wastes, that they shall be builded.  It will be in the day that He 

has cleansed them from all their iniquities.  Therefore, we can 

say for sure that they will return to the land in unbelief – and 

there shall they see themselves and their God. 
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34  And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate 

in the sight of all that passed by. 35  And they shall say, This 

land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and 

the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, 

and are inhabited. 

 

If you could go to the land of Israel today, you would see that 

the fruits are luscious, but only in the places where they can 

irrigate.  In that day the desolate land shall be tilled that has lay 

desolate in the sight of all that passed by.  And they shall say, 

“This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden!”  

What a statement!  And the waste and desolate and ruined cities 

are become fenced and are inhabited.  What a glorious change 

shall the Lord work in that land which is the apple of his eye! 

 

36  Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know 

that I the LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that was 

desolate: I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it. 

 

God will make a more marvelous thing in that the heathen that 

are left – after Armageddon, will know that the Lord has built the 

ruined places, and planted that which was desolate.  God has 

spoken it!  Shall it not come to pass?  Are there people left after 

Armageddon?  Do we have more scripture for that?  Yes, we do. 

 

Zec 14:16 (KJV) And it shall come to pass, that every 

one that is left of all the nations which came against 

Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship 

the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of 

tabernacles. 
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37  Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be enquired of 

by the house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them 

with men like a flock. 

 

Thus saith the Lord God; I will yet for this be enquired of 

by the house of Israel, to do it for them; -- Thus, when the 

people of Israel believe on Him and look upon Him whom they 

pierced, they will be cleansed.  

 

Zec 12:10 (KJV) And I will pour upon the house of David, 

and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 

and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom 

they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one 

mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 

him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 

 

Zec 13:1-2 (KJV) In that day there shall be a fountain 

opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. 2 And it shall come 

to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will cut 

off the names of the idols out of the land, and they shall 

no more be remembered: and also I will cause the 

prophets and the unclean spirit to pass out of the land. 

 

Then follows the promise of the new birth of Israel. "A new heart 

will I also give you, and a new spirit will I put within you." The 

stony heart is to be taken away and they will receive a heart of 

flesh. No doubt, our Lord had this passage in mind when He 

spoke with Nicodemus about the new birth. Nicodemus, the 
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teacher in Israel, was ignorant of the fact that this new birth for 

Israel is necessary in order to be in that coming kingdom and to 

receive its blessings. 

 

38  As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn 

feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: 

and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

 

As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn 

feasts, -- Like flocks of sheep, which were consecrated and set 

apart for holy uses, for sacrifices; even like the flocks of sheep, 

which were brought to Jerusalem to be offered in sacrifice at the 

three solemn festivals in the year; especially at the passover, 

when the Jews came from all parts of the country to slay and eat 

their passover; and every family had a lamb, which in all must 

be a great number.  We read of thirty thousand lambs and three 

thousand bullocks given at one time for this service by King 

Josiah, besides what was given by the princes.  Thousands and 

thousands of flocks in Jerusalem during her solemn feasts.  Just 

like that shall the flocks of men be.  

 

so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and 

they shall know that I am the LORD.  – Those waste cities of 

Israel shall be filled with flocks of men: men and women whose 

hearts have been changed and who know that Jehovah – the 

Great I Am is their God. 

 

Praise his holy name!  This all occurs when the Lord returns with 

his saints – and they shall reign with him on the earth!  Will you 

be among them?  Or, will your body still lie in the earth waiting 
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the time of the great white throne judgment?  What mercy the 

LORD has shown to us all who have sinned and come short of 

the glory of God.  Saved!  Precious indeed!  All by the blood of 

Jesus Christ! 


