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Pastor, Douglas Salyer 
 

KJV – Genesis 11:1-9 

 

“Scattering the Nations” 

     September 29, 2013 – Adult Sunday School Lesson. 

Text – Genesis 11:1-9 

Key Text – Genesis 1:8 – 30 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the 
earth: and they left off to build the city.   

Lesson Outline: 

     The book of Genesis begins with eternity past and a section of primitive history. This includes the 
account of Creation, the Fall of mankind, the great Flood, and the record of Noah’s descendants. 
Genesis chapter eleven gives us a record of how the nations began and were scattered around the 
world. The emphasis of the book then changes to the patriarchs and their families. It includes 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. 

     Genesis chapter ten is a detailed record of the descendants of Noah’s sons. The information here 
reaches far beyond our lesson text. Verse one through five detail Japheth’s family, with a conclusion 
given in verse five. “By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his 
tongue, after their families, in their nations.”  

     Then verse six through twenty detail Ham’s family, concluding with “These are the sons of Ham, 
after their families, after their tongues, in their countries, and in their nations.” The record of Shem’s 
family is found in Genesis 10:21-31 and is summarized with; “These are the sons of Shem, after their 
families, after their tongues, in their lands, after their nations.” Then the entire record is concluded 
with the notice that “by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.”  

The Lesson Outline for today’s lesson:  

1. Mankind Settling Down – Genesis 11:1-4 
2. God Disrupting Mankind – Genesis 11:5-9 

     Let us back track just a little to see where this disobedient line came from by tracing their roots 
through the recorded genealogy of the Bible. As we see from Genesis 10:6 that Ham had four sons: 

Genesis 10:6 

6 And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. 
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     Genesis 10:8 tells us that Cush begat a son named Nimrod who became a mighty one in the earth, 
a mighty hunter before the LORD and the ruler of a people and a kingdom at its beginning was 
called Babel. 

     This timeline covers the events of the Dispensation of Human Government which started after 
the flood and would last until the judgment of Babel. The third dispensation would end with man’s 
failure, disobedience, God coming down and the judgment of God upon man’s disobedience.  

     Now let’s read our text completely this morning than go back and talk about our lesson. 

Genesis 11:1-9 

1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 

2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; 
and they dwelt there. 

3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick 
for stone, and slime had they for morter. 

4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us 
make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. 

6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to 
do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 

7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one 
another's speech. 

8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to 
build the city. 

9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the 
earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

     The entire earth was of one speech or tongue or language. All the people spoke the same 
language which included the same words and accents of those words. A group from the line of 
Ham’s Cush who begat Nimrod moved eastward with a large massive group of people and settled in 
the land of Shinar.  
 
Genesis 11:3-4 

3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick 
for stone, and slime had they for morter. 
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4 And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us 
make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 

 
 
      This Scripture text is very explicit as to the location of where the Babel episode occurred, in the 
“land of Shinar”, which immediately tells us we are in Nimrod’s domain the son of Cush and the 
grandson of Ham from Genesis 10:8.  
 
     This large plain of Shinar is the Old Testament name for the land that existed between the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers in what is known today as modern day Iraq. In ancient times, this land was 
known as Babylonia that even gets its name from Nimrod’s kingdom of Babel.  
 
     This area has critical prophetic implications in the last days at the second coming of the LORD 
Jesus Christ as seen from the writings of the Prophet Isaiah.  
 
Isaiah 11:11 
 

11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, 
and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 
 
     The later modern name for this area is Mesopotamia, which is bordered on the south by Kuwait, 
on the west by Iraq and on the east by Iran. When one considers present world focus, once again 
things are happening in the “land of Shinar.” 
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     The word “city” refers to a strong, fortified place and the term “tower” refers to a building that is 
known and seen for its height. It has been discovered in the Mesopotamian area that there were a 
number of ziggurats structures scattered throughout which are lofty pyramidal or circular like 
towers extending to great highest for security as part of the fortification. 
 
     Dr. S. Lewis Johnson writes: “The ziggurats were like a stepped pyramid, the edifice being about 
the height of a modern twenty eight story building. An altar was usually erected on the top layer, a 
kind of shrine, around which were written the signs of the zodiac. Thus, the tower was to be a religious 
building” (Lecture 21, p. 2). 
 
     Nimrod and his people wanted to autonomy, self-law by making a strong bold statement that 
they could do as they willed and that they could make their own way to Heaven. This is just like 
man today only in different forms, maybe not through a literal tower but in their own tower of their 
autonomy that they outlaw God, and make their own way. Whether it is through idols, cults, 
religion, traditions, works, or just doing good; man has always been on his own path of destruction 
with no exit in sight until God intervenes. 
 
     These men were in blatant disobedience of God, who wanted man to spread out to be fruitful, 
multiply and replenish the earth, not to stay in one location.  
 
Genesis 9:1 
 
1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth. 
 
Genesis 9:7 
 
7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 
 
     Remember, thus far we have learned that in every dispensation that God judges, God comes 
down and that the dispensation ends in God’s judgment because of the failure of the fallen creature. 
 
Genesis 11:5-6 

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. 

6 And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to 
do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 

     God slowed down the advancement of man’s sin by pronouncing judgment on the one language. 
It is by the Grace of God another massive worldwide judgment was not sent upon man because just 
five generations before this. 
 
     God had destroyed the entire world by flood because it reached a level of total rebellion against 
Him and it was heading in the same direction again.  
 
     Our God is Sovereign and He has every right to do the same thing again, but He does not give man 
justice He bestows mercy, even through judgment.  
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Romans 9:14-15 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

     If the LORD God had allowed them to remain together, they would have deteriorated to a total 
level of wickedness, which would have ruined all the people.  
 
Genesis 11:7 
 
7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one 
another's speech. 
 
     Who is God talking to here? The Bible doubters of the Trinity hate this verse as well as Genesis 
1:26; but who is God talking to when He says let us go down?  
 
     He is speaking of the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
 
     Why is the LORD God going to confound their language?  
 
     He will confound their language to get them to obey; to do just what He had told them to do.  
 
     It is much better to take the hard right over the easy wrong.  And God will get you to do what He 
has purposed and planned for your life, because our God works all things together for good to those 
that love God and to those who are “the called” according to His purpose.” 
 
Genesis 11:8-9 

8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build 
the city. 

9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the 
earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

     God’s solution was to “confound or confuse” their language.  
 
     The word “confuse” means God mixed up their speech so they could not understand each other.  
 
     They were confounded or confused so now their former friends and family members could not 
be understood or comprehended. 
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     Their dream was a tower. A tower that would be taller than anyone had ever dreamed. A tower 
that would punch through the clouds and scratch the heavens. And what was the purpose of the 
tower? To glorify God? No. To try to find God? To call people to look upward to God? Try again. To 
provide a heavenly haven of prayer? Still wrong. 
 
     “The purpose of the work caused its eventual abortion. The method was right. The plan was 
effective. But the motive was wrong.” (Lucado, The Lucado Life Lessons Study Bible, Nelson).  
 
     God simply would not tolerate the disobedience and rebellion He saw in these people. He will not 
do so today, either. He did not allow the sinfulness of mankind to reach the levels it had reached 
prior to the flood.  
 
      Instead, He stepped in and put an end to the direction they were going. Whenever God stops us 
like that, we should be thankful. 
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