
Our Pain - God’s Glory  

1 Samuel 1 

 

Turn in your bibles to the book of 1 Samuel and chapter 1.  At the time where this book picks 

up, Gods people are in a very bad place.  They are having continuous problems with the 

Philistines and their national leadership and priesthood is corrupt.  And God is about to step in 

and intervene in a big way.  But its going to involve a struggle.  Especially in the life of one 

particular woman, named Hannah. 

 

We learned last week that the story of this book begins with Israel at the end of the period of the 

judges: bad days.  But ends at the end of David’s reign: Best days.  And it reminds Israel at their 

best and the following generations how they got from where they were to where they had come. 

 

And the books of Samuel show us that critical to God’s intervention was his placement of 

Godly leaders.   “Keep in mind 1 Samuel 16:7, “Do not look at his appearance or the height of 

his stature, because I have rejected  him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

 

Israel needs a change in leadership.   They need, as it were, a changing of the guard.  And God 

has chosen a family and a very special women to be instrumental in what will be Israel’s next 

great leader.  Let’s read record of how this came to be, the record of Samuel. 

 

Read Chapter 1. 

 

There are two stories going on here.  One is what God is about to do for Israel (upper story).  

And we can see that because we can see beyond chapter 1.  The other is about this family 

working through some rather painful circumstances and they have no idea that God is going to 

use their painful circumstances to bring about something great in Israel. (Lower story) (one is 

kingdom and the other individual) 

 

So lets just outline these painful circumstances: 

 

1) The Lord had closed Hannah’ womb, thus no children.  (Divine Responsibility) 

2) Polygamy and related problems of competition, disparity of love and conflict. (Elkanah’s 

responsible)   

 

And what I want to do now is show you how God used both the closing of her womb and the 

conflict within the family to achieve his purposes and plans. 

 

Lesson 1: God uses our painful circumstances To Get us to Pray 

 

Lets face it.  When the pain is high we pray more.  We storm the gates of heaven persistently 

and passionately when we are in pain.  We are drawn near to God.  Our dependence upon God 

is refreshed.  And this, quite frankly, is good for us. 



 

Look at verse 10.  “She, greatly distressed, prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly.” 

 

Why did she pray out of distress?  What distressed her?  It was her circumstances.  First God 

had closed her womb.  So she was going to the right place to pray for a change.  By why else 

did she pray out of distress?  Because, she was provoked and reminded about her barrenness 

year after year (v. 7)  This was a constant thing. 

 

They are going up to worship and Peninnah reminds her that God has closed her womb.  

Constant taunting.  These were circumstances Hannah couldn’t change.  Part of it from God, 

part of it because of Elkanah’s lack of faith (most likely.) 

 

Now we only get a glimpse into the year she went up to pray and it was answered.  But do you 

think that this was the only year she prayed about this?  I don’t think so.  I get the distinct 

impression that on every trip to the tabernacle she had a conversation with God about this.  And 

probably back from Ramah as well. 

 

When God is up to something he often turns up the heat and gets his people praying.  So when 

he acts we know its Him.  He allows or even places us in difficult circumstance because 

otherwise we go about life leaning on ourselves and our resources and taking credit vs. giving 

God the glory. 

 

We all have painful circumstances to one degree or another.  Some are caused by others, some 

are caused by God, some are caused by sin.  But the good news is God can use them for his 

glory.  And our first and persistant response needs to be prayer.  We need to let our problems 

produce persevering prayer. 

 

Lesson 2: God uses Painful circumstances to align us with his will 

 

IT was God’s will to give Hannah a son.  But it was God’s will for Hannah to Give her son to 

the Lord and for this son to be raised serving the lord at the tabernacle under the priest and 

Judge, Eli.  Let’s look specifically at verse 11 now think about how God brought Hannah in line 

with his will. 

 

Hannah I’m quite sure had prayed for son straight out for a long time.  But this year on this trip, 

the year she got an answer,  her prayer had changed.  Her circumstances pushed her to pray 

more in line with God’s will and His upper story. 

 

1 Samuel 1:11 (NASB)  And she made a vow and said, "O LORD of hosts, if Thou wilt indeed 

look on the affliction of Thy maidservant and remember me, and not forget Thy maidservant, 

but wilt give Thy maidservant a son, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and 

a razor shall never come on his head."  

 



The mention of a “razor never coming on his head” was indicative of the nazarite vow.  Like the 

great Samson and the future John the Baptist this son would be a Nazarite, from birth.  This was 

a big deal and a very rare thing.   What this means is that he would be consecrated for the Lords 

service and Hannah would bring him to serve the Lord in priestly service at Shiloh and leave 

him there in the care of the priest. 

 

The Nazerite vow involved 3 key things: 

1) Abstinance from fruit of the vine.  This is a sort of fast and an area of self control. 

2) Not cutting the hair was a symbol of strength and as part of this vow it was a visible way 

of indicating dedication of ones strength for the Lords service. 

3) Avoidance of contact with the dead.  Death and sin go together.  Avoiding contact with 

the dead was a reminder that they were separating themselves from sin. 

 

But the point I think that is being made here is that her circumstances which had driven her to 

prayer ultimately drove her to make this vow which was of course God’s will.   

 

God had closed Hannah’s womb so that he could open her womb to bring into the world the 

consecrated servant that would usher in the much needed revival and lead Israel when God was 

ready to intervene. 

 

The way Hannah prayed here is not where you start out.  This is where you end up.  No mother 

longing for a son wishes to nurse him to the point of weaning him and then leave him in the 

care of another.  But Peninnah’s constant provocation and God’s prevention of Hannah 

becoming pregnant was God’s way of moving Hannah into alignment with his will.  

 

Now what does this teach us about prayer:  Painful circumstances that produce Persevering 

Prayer changes our heart and our will and brings us to a place of submission to God’s will. 

 

(Notice how Hannah refers to herself in relationship to God in this prayer.  “Your 

Maidservant”.  How many times?  3 times.   That’s an author’s clue to us that this is important.)   

 

We all need to ask ourselves if we are fighting God and our circumstances or submitting to 

God’s work in us and through us in the midst of our circumstances.   

 

Our prayer lives need to be about seeking God’s will not ours.  Unanswered prayer maybe 

should get us to thinking about what we’re praying for and whose kingdom were really after.   

 

When you come to God with what’s on your heart do you have the sense that you are his 

“maidservant” if you will.  Do we come surrendered to the reality of God’s ways being higher 

than ours; and God’s thoughts being higher than ours;  and God being up to things that maybe 

we can’t comprehend at this moment in time? 

 

Lesson #3: God uses painful experiences to Give us what He wants 

 



The upper story is first and foremost and we must remember that.  By upper story I mean what 

God is up to in the world making his name great among the nations.  But this doesn’t mean God 

doesn’t care about the lower story: that is what is going on in the lives of this or that child of 

God. 

 

And we see this in chapter 2:18-21.  Turn there.  This is several years later after Samuel had 

been serving the Lord but was still a boy.  And this shows us that God was not apathetic to 

Hannah. 

 

1 Samuel 2:18-21 Now Samuel was ministering before the LORD, as a boy wearing a linen 

ephod. 19And his mother would make him a little robe and bring it to him from year to year 

when she would come up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless 

Elkanah and his wife and say, "May the LORD give you children from this woman in place of the 

one she dedicated to the LORD." And they went to their own home. 21And the LORD visited 

Hannah; and she conceived and gave birth to three sons and two daughters. And the boy 

Samuel grew before the LORD.  

 

God gave Hannah and Elkanah what He wanted and what he wanted was better than what they 

wanted. 

 

If Elkanah had only waited and not taken Peninnah as a wife oh what trouble would have been 

avoided.  But by the grace of God, even that was used to bring about God’s best.   

 

When we study the unfolding of various different lower stories in the bible, like Hannah, and 

Ruth, Elizabeth and Mary and such we see that God’s plans are always bigger than our prayers.  

Always.   

 

Hannah was praying for Son but she could have been praying for the prophet that would change 

the nation of Israel.  You see. 

 

We have to learn to pray bigger prayers.  Trust that our pain is ultimately for God’s glory and 

our good.  We need to learn to live for the upper story of God and let God take care of our lower 

story. 

 

That’s what Jesus meant when he said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness and all these things will be added unto you.” Matt 6:33 

 

Quit seeking “all these things” and start seeking “the kingdom of God and his righteousness”.   

 

Is there something you need to give to God today. 

 

Is there some surrendering you need to do in your life? 

 

Do you need to give your children to the Lord? 



 

Are you trying to control everything and work out your will like you are God or something?  

We all do this and we need to repent and believe God. 

 

Let’s pray. 


