Pastor Tom Mortenson

Grace Fellowship Church, Port Jervis, New York

Oct ober 13, 2013

Stewardi ng the Mysteries of God
1 Corinthians 4:1-2

Prayer: Father God, | do again thank you, | thank you for w
are, | thank you for your presence, | thank you for

you've given to us of your church, the gift you've

your word, the gift you've given to us of the myste

are. And Father, this morning as we finish up our

mysteries of God and stewarding them, | pray, | pra

grace, | pray for your Holy Spirit's unction, | pra

would connect and that you would give them your pow

grace, that they may become of permanent value, and

Jesus' name. Amen.

Well, this morning, we are finishing up our study o
This is the sixth installment in the study of stewa

to recap, we have summed up stewardship really as a
passion. A steward is passionate about the kingdom
she thinks and plans and acts as if they own the ki
the kingdom owns them. We've been looking at three
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minutes, and the mysteries of God. For money, we |
Alcorn's Treasure Principle
eternity rather than for the dot of this short life
steward's attitude toward money. Where our treasur
where our hearts really were. For minutes, we saw
something that is literally measurable in minutes.

our minutes has our passion. And for the mysteries
first at what that mystery was, and in capsule form

this: It means, number one, we were fallen, we wer
were doomed by the sin of Adam and that God saw, Go
came to earth as the man Jesus, God lived out his |
one of us and then he went to the cross for us. Je
punishment, Jesus died in our place, God the Father
sacrifice, Jesus rose from the dead. We live forev

our trust in that God. And so in greatly simplifie

the mysteries of God. They are the answer to the "
and today we're going to look at the "how" and the

steward the mysteries of God, and why.

Now, the scripture we are looking at this morning i
4:1-2 which says this, it says:
servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of
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else's resource. And we spoke of money and minutes and how we

steward them, but how do you steward, how do you st eward a
mystery? This is an issue that has divided the chu rch for many,
many years. The reformed perspective is that ever since Adam's
fall, man has been rendered incapable of responding to the gospel.
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 says this, it says: And even if our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishin g. In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of unbelievers, to
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of th e glory of
Christ, who is the image of God. Put simply, the gospel is

hidden. It is veiled to unbelievers. It makes no sense to minds
blinded by the god of this world, by the devil hims elf. You see,
the results of the fall is a radical inability of m an to seek after
God. And God says in Romans 3:10: As it is written: "There is

none righteous, no not one; there is none who under stands; there is

none who seeks after God."

Now, I've asked this question many times before, an d a reasonable
guestion to raise is say well, if this is so, then why are churches
and synagogues and temples and mosques so filled wi th seekers, |
mean, if no one seeks after God? Well, the answer is that we are

all desperately seeking something. You know, in so me cases it's
relief, some it's release, some it's community, som e it's security,

some it's peace, you know, these are some of the th ings that we



think God or Buddha or any other god will give us i f we do his

bidding. What God is telling us in Romans 3:10 is that we really
want nothing to do with the real God, because no on e seeks for that
God.

Now, the non-reformed view sincerely disagrees. It says we all

fell in Adam's fall but not so radically that we st ill can't reach
out to God. After all, Jesus says in Matthew 7: "Seek and you

shall find." | mean, doesn't that at least imply an ability to

seek? And if not, isn't there some kind of a contr adiction in
scripture, | mean, after all, it says in Romans 3: "No one seeks
for God,"” but Jesus says in Matthew 7: "Seek and you shall find."

So which one is it? Well, the answer is both. The reis no
contribution and here is why. You see, the ability to seek God is
a gift from God. God commands us to preach the gos pel to all the
world but only those he has chosen will ever respon d by seeking him
in return. That's why Jesus tells us in Matthew 22:14: "For many
are called, but few are chosen." Now we are to broadcast the

gospel wholesale to every tribe, tongue, nation, an d people but
only to those whom God has touched retail will it m ake any sense.
God says in 1 Corinthians 1:18: For the message of the cross i S
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us w ho are being

saved it is the power of God. The cross is foolishness to those



who are perishing. Have you ever wondered why it i
wasn't foolish to you? | mean, were you and | just
more spiritual, more insightful than all the others
cross as truth and not foolishness? Or did the gra
something to do with that? You see, when God says,
for God," he is speaking absolute truth because no one does
but God's not stymied by that. You know, Jesus onc

disciples that it was easier for a camel to go thro

needle than for a rich man to enter into heaven, an

they couldn't believe what they were hearing. They

blown away. You see, they always thought that weal

God's particular blessing. You know, Abraham and |

and all the patriarchs, well, they were all extreme

the disciples just assumed they got that way becaus

particular favored them. So their response to Jesu

shock and dismay and they say:
Jesus' response covers the wealthy, the poor, and a
between. This is what he said in this dialogue. T
19:25 | it says:
astonished, saying "Who then can be saved?" But Je
them and said to them, "With men this is impossible
all things are possible.”
for man to find God without God moving first.
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You see, Jesus told us it's impossible
Ephesians 2:8-9

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that



not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of wo rks, lest anyone

should boast. You know, it can't make it any clearer, that's th e
gift of God, not by works, so that no man can boast . What God is
saying is salvation has to be 100 percent God who s aves us or we
would spend eternity boasting. We'd be strutting a round heaven

saying, "Look what | did."

We spent a lot of time studying Ephesians 1:4 which says: He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before Him in love. Those whom God has
chosen have been given the grace to make sense of t he mysteries.

To those who are chosen, it is not utter foolishnes S; to those not
chosen, itis. And yet some insist that God isn't fair to give it

to whom he chooses. It was Charles Spurgeon who sp oke to those who
would complain about the injustice of God for choos ing some and not
others. This is what he said. He said: "Supposin g | had in my
hand something which you do not value and | said | shall give it to
such and such a person. You would have no right to grumble that |
did not give it to you. You could not be so foolis h as to grumble
that the other has got what you did not care about. According to
your own confession, many of you do not want religi on, do not want
a new heart and a right spirit, do not want the for giveness of

sins, do not want sanctification, you do not want t o be elected to

these things; then why should you grumble? You cou nt these things



but as husks, and why should you complain of God wh
to those whom he has chosen? If you believe them t
desire them, they are there for thee. God gives li

who desire, and first of all he makes them desire,
never would. If you love these things, he has elec
and you may have them. But if you do not, who are
should find fault with God, when it is your own des
keeps you from loving these things, your own simple
you hate them!" You see, the fact is that Spurgeon

is natural man's simple self makes him hate the gos
simple. Again:
those who are perishing, but to those who are being

power of God. (1 Corinthians 1:18)

You know, | know most of this comes under the headi
word "predestination.” | realize this is a subject
spend a great deal of time on, but the issue this m
predestination. The issue is how do we steward the
God? The problem is how we feel about predestinati
affects how we steward this gospel. You see, if ma
so severe as to still allow him to seek after God,
stewardship of the gospel has to do with, number on
attention; number two, making my case; number three
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hand, if men cannot see God unless God has predesti
adopted as a son through Jesus Christ, then the gos
not about persuasion; the gospel is simply about pr
You see, if man's will is the key to the gospel, th

will be tied into appealing to that will and the go
suddenly shift from being God-centered to man-cente
the last hundred years now, | contend this is just
happened to evangelical Christianity. And | might
become wildly successful. And evangelicals have be
indistinguishable from the world. You know, divorc
pornography, corruption, and now homosexuality are
part of the church today as it is in the world. An

to be that way. | believe it's because the focus i

the glory of God as found in the mystery of God. |
said before, the focus of the church is on God's wo
your life, and how God can make you a successful bu
successful wife with successful kids and a success-
household, whatever that he means. That, to me, is

gobbledygook.

The mystery of God is just what Paul said it was in
15:1-4 , he said this:
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preach to you -- unless you believed in vain. For

you as of first importance what | also received, th

for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, tha

that he was raised on the third day in accordance w
Scriptures. See, we have to ask ourselves what is of first

importance to us today, that gospel or the gospel o
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got her a copy of Ravi Zacharias' book Jesus Among Many Other Gods,

and Zacharias is a convert from Hinduism, is a gift
writer, evangelist, we have some of his books downs
came home very upset because another friend of hers
that it wasn't right for her to -- quote -- "shove

down somebody's throat" by giving her that book. N
was the guy who told her that was a pastor's son, a
pastor's son. You see, the mystery of God is that
flesh and pay the price of perfection for my soul,
Christianity makes that claim. A practicing Hindu
different idea from Christianity on how to achieve
perfection, and one of these ideas is not just wron
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her the real mysteries of God. And to think that t
religion down throats is to think that all religion
equivalent and that sharing the gospel is just shov
down your throat. That is the legacy the evangelic

in danger of embracing.

Unless you think I'm being extreme here, consider t

evangelical bestseller,

hat is shoving
s are basically
ing my religion

al church is now

he recent

Love Wins by Rob Bell, an evangelical

pastor of a church of ten thousand. The book is su btitled: A Book
About Heaven, Hell and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived, and
it contends in the end there's no hell, everybody i S going to

heaven, everybody is ultimately saved and those who
hell and judgment are just stuck in a primitive und

what the gospel is.

We've got to ask ourselves how in the world did we

| contend it has to do with how we steward the myst
There are two different visions of that stewardship
depend on your notion of what matters most to the k
the glory of God, or is it the spreading of the gos
say well, isn't that the same thing? | mean, don't
by spreading the gospel? Well, we do indeed. But
crucial difference between spreading the gospel and

God that we ignore at our peril, and it's the reaso
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evangelical church is increasingly mimicking the wo
last five decades. You see, spreading the gospel i
important means to an end. But the end itself has
glory of God. And when spreading the gospel become
itself, bad things begin to happen. You say well,

be? How could sharing and spreading the gospel be

rld over the

s an incredibly
always been the
s an endin

how can that

a bad thing, |

mean, didn't Jesus tell us in Matthew 28: "Go therefore and make

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the nam
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching the
| have commanded you"?
loves you and has a perfect plan for your life" or
Jesus as your personal savior,” or any of the dozen
that we've shrunken that gospel, then the glory of

pay the price.

Here's how it happens: Let's just say I'm a car sa
just started working for you, and the first week yo
I've tripled the sales of all the other sales peopl

So you call me into your office and you say, "Well,
secret?" And | tell you, "Actually it's very simpl
customers these cars get 80 miles to the gallon and
2,000 bucks apiece and they sell like hot cakes."
the reason why the cars sell is because | oversold

| undersold the cost. And when the gospel is sold
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itself, the very same thing begins to happen. Temp
are oversold. We are told that Jesus will give you
wealth and happiness and most of all he will give y
That is overselling the temporal benefits. And on

wind up underselling the cost of discipleship. "Ju

prayer,” "Just go forward at a meeting," "Just sign
invite Jesus into your life,"” all gain and no pain.
always accepts us just as we are but he never accep
leave us there. The cost is his Lordship over your
benefits at least in this life are oftentimes trial
difficulties, and testings, and today's gospel leav

completely unprepared for that.

Now, | spoke with a new believer awhile back. She
simply, said, "You know, this new life is hard." |

it is good, and the benefits are clear. You see, t
the grace of God shaping and molding us into the ve
Son and that is often times very painful and very f
fact, it seldom looks like the success the church p
You know, the primary benefits that Jesus promises
fruits of the spirit: Love, joy, peace, patience,
goodness, meekness, gentleness, and self-control.
things to possess, but they are very costly to deve

seldom at first look like success. The problem is
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evangelicals, we have oversold the temporal benefit
undersold the cost of commitment. You see, we have
we've been chosen out of a world that loves its own
has entered into our lives, we are no longer a memb
kingdom, of that world. And believe me, that doesn
that world. In fact, the world hates us for reject
kingdom. Jesus said in
that it has hated me before it hated you. If you w
world, the world would love you as its own; but bec

of the world, but | chose you out of the world, the

hates you." See, if you live for God's kingdom, you're going

find God's health, God's wealth, God's happiness, a
but it will be on God's terms, kingdom terms, and n
world's terms. And often times they are diametrica

worldly success.

You know, we saw a perfect example of that in Randy
know, we talked about Randy Alcorn, we learned that
clinic had secured a $1.8 million judgment against
his pastorate, he lost his job, he lost his income,
security. That sure didn't look like a blessing to

saw that it was. You've got to go back to message
where we talked about that, but Randy himself said

thing God ever did for him. You know, the world ca
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that at all. But Jesus said: "My kingdom is not of this world."
He also said: "Take up your" -- take up your what? -- "your Cross,

and follow me."

You see, the gospel is about glory, and glory is ab out the cross:
Christ's cross and your cross. God says in 1 Peter 4:13: But

rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, t hat you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are

insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, b ecause the

Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.

You know, when my daughter Lydia came home, | told her that she was
actually blessed for being insulted for Christ's sa ke. Jesus said
this in Matthew 5:11, he said: Blessed are you when others revile

you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil a gainst you
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for yo ur reward is
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophet s who were
before you. You know, when | was working as a cabinet maker, I
learned numerous times that folks in town referred to me as "that
religious nut case." | considered that an extraord inary blessing.
If you just read The Voice of the Martyrs , you will see that the

very worst thing that could happen to us in this co untry is a pin
prick, it's a mosquito bite compared to what other saints around

the world have to endure, and | can also say as man y of you here



can say, | know by experience that life is hard. |

| also know that God is good.

Now, is this the same gospel that gives instant suc
me next to nothing? Not even close. You know, Jes
followers would be the light of the world and the s
earth. They are supposed to be different. They ar
the world sees them and like it or not, they know t
different. You know why the world today hardly see
difference? You know why it doesn't really notice
more? It's because the gospel has become an end in
Growing in numbers and in influence and power and w
success has become the new gospel paradigm instead

God, and it all goes back to the stewardship of the
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God. Is it for glory, or is it for growth? | mean , growth is
increased. What exactly is glory? Well, according to Vine's
Expository Dictionary . Glory is the revelation and manifestation

of all that God is and has. You see, God has given us this

stewardship, this job, this task of telling the wor
what he has done and the difference it makes. Now,
matters to him whether or not we do it faithfully?
growth is the most important measure of success and
has the capacity to choose and seek God, I'm going

gospel accordingly. I'll knock off the hard edges,
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the cost of commitment even though Jesus never did,
is bound to appeal to your broadest spiritual inter
said, we all have a desire for relief and release a
assurance and certainly don't forget success. You

a mosque. You can get that in a temple. You can g
church, but it is not G-O-D. We don't seek G-O-D.
does. Now, does that mean that we seek God only wh
to? | mean, do we all become mindless robots dragg
kingdom against our wills? And again, absolutely n
of us in this room came to Christ for the exact sam
one of us chose to. It was our choice. We all per

to follow him because we all wanted to. The questi
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the "wanting" to come from? And for that, God -- a nd not man --
gets the credit.

Jesus says in John 15:16: "You did not choose me, but | chose yo

and appointed you so that you might go and bear fru it -- fruit that

will last." You see, once again we're back to stewardship her e.
Jesus says: "But | chose you and appointed you so that you migh t

go and bear fruit -- fruit that will last.”
that? Well, you know, what's always mattered most
came to stewardship? It's always mattered most to

faithful. "Well done, good and" -- what? --

Okay. So how do | do
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Do you see how all of this fits together? If you r

emember 1

Corinthians 4:1-2 says this, it says: This is how one should

regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of th
God. And then the very next line, verse 2, says:
required of stewards that they be found trustworthy
You know, when | was a new believer, | learned that
my sins and that's what made me fit for heaven. |
Piper puts it: The wisdom of God made a way for th
save us from the wrath of God by confirming the jus
thought because | thought, this is what | was taugh

my job not just to faithfully present that truth bu
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Faithful.
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tice of God. |
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t to get others

to convert to Christianity. | never realized it at the time, but
that's not my job; that is God's job. My job is to be faithful.
Again, verse 2: In this regard, it is expected of managers that

each one of them be found faithful. You know, | talked, | argued,

| wheedled, | shilled for the gospel because | thou
job. 1 thought people's eternal destiny hung on my
persuasion. So | did just what our car salesman di
the temporal benefits and | undersold the costs. J
care of all of your needs. All you got to do is sa
actually consciously avoided all of the difficult p
gospel such as God's holiness, God's judgment, hell
because the most important thing was to get folks t
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under the heading of "discipleship,” that could wai
wait until he or she was ready for hard truth. 1t
people needed to know was that God loved them and h
plan for their lives. Folks, that's not the gospel
certainly is part of it but by no means is it all o
disingenuous at best and outright dishonest at wors
otherwise, and | know because | did that for years.
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2 Corinthians 2:14-16 which

says this: But thanks be to God, who always puts us on display in

Christ and through us spreads the aroma of the know
every place. For to God we are the fragrance of Ch
who are being saved and among those who are perishi
are the aroma of death leading to death, but to oth

life leading to life. And who is competent for thi
scripture was revolutionary to me because initl s
saying about faithful stewardship. He's saying som
nobody told me for the first ten years of my Christ
says we are to be a fragrance or an aroma of Christ
are being saved and that much, | already knew that.
part that | didn't know: He says we are to be an a
among those being saved, and -- and among those who

Well, this | never knew. | had heard Isaiah 55 quo

which says: "My word shall not return unto me void."
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understood it as stating that God's word is powerfu | and that it is

never wasted. But you know, the second part of tha t verse tied
everything together, and | never understood that. It says this in
Isaiah 55:11 , it says: So shall My word be that goes forth from My

mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what
| please, and it shall prosper in the thing for whi ch | sent it.

You know, the second part of that verse was a revel ation to me.
What God was saying there is that My word always, a lways
accomplishes what | desire. For those who are bein g saved, my word
is the aroma of life itself, but for those who are perishing, it is
the stench of death. And what God is saying in Isaiah 55 and 2
Corinthians 14 is that every time you faithfully proclaim God's

word, you either affirm his mercy by bringing the s weet smell of

life to those who are being saved or you affirm God 's justice by
bringing the stench of death to those who are peris hing. And Paul
goes on to say in 2 Corinthians 14 , neither of these are your call

to make. He says: And who is competent for this? In other words,
what man or woman is competent or capable of that j udgment? |
mean, | know that I'm not and | know neither are yo u. But here's
the marvelous liberating truth. The truth is that God is. He does
the saving, he does the judgment, he opens eyes and ears because no
man comes to the Father except through Him, and my job is to
faithfully get out that message because | am truly just the

messenger. And when | finally realized the impact of that, |



understood that my confidence was no longer in my w
cleverness, or my wisdom, because none of them are

because the bottom line is no one seeks for God.

The beauty in all of this is that it is God who see
he never loses. In John 10 , Jesus says this, he says:
hear my voice, | know them, and they follow Me. |
eternal life, and they will never perish -- ever!

snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has giv
is greater than all. No one is able to snatch them
Father's hand. The Father and | are one."

changed how | steward the mysteries of God? When |
there was now only one thing that mattered, it's th
always matters. Again, it's
required in stewards that they be found faithful.
to be faithful -- not clever, not deceptive, not ov
benefits nor underselling the costs, just faithful
calls us to. The very next verse, 2 Corinthians 2:17
For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's wor
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