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I. Jesus in Relation to John – vs. 13-14 
A. John Condescending before Jesus 

1. Lower than the Least – Mark 1:7-8 
2. Desiring to Decrease – John 3:25-36 
3. Lacking Assurance – Luke 7:18-35 

B. John Confused with Jesus – Matt. 14:1-12; 16:13-18; Luke 3:15 
C. John Confessing Jesus – John 1:29-33 

II. Jesus in Relation to Righteousness – vs. 15 
A. It is Fitting – Heb. 7:26; Eph. 5:1-7 
B. It is a Foreshadowing 

1. Immersion into suffering – Heb. 2:10 
2. Imminent death and resurrection – Matt. 16:21; 20:17-19 

C. It is a Fulfillment 
1. Active obedience – Matt. 5:17, 20; Rom. 10:3-13; Isa. 53:11; Phil. 3:8-9 
2. In baptism we are identified with Christ in His death and resurrection – Rom. 6:1-14  
3. In His baptism, Jesus identified with us in our need – (Morris quote) – 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 

Peter 3:18, 21-22 
4. He has come as our substitute 

a. Justification – Rom. 5:6-11 
b. Atonement – Rom. 5:12-21 

III. Jesus in Relation to the Father – vs. 16-17 
A. He was Baptized – Exodus 29:4 
B. The Heavens were Opened – Ezek. 1:1; 2:1-3 

1. The Spirit descended like a dove – motion, not form 
a. Hovering over the waters (new creation) – Gen. 1:2 
b. Not to be used as an image – Exodus 20:4; Deut. 4:15-19; Rom. 1:22-23 
c. A testimony to Him being the anointed Savior – Isa. 11:2; 61:1; John 1:32-34 

2. The Father spoke – a voice from heaven – Exodus 20:1 
a. The Word and Spirit testify of the Son – John 8:16-18 
b. This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I Am well pleased – Psa. 2:7; Isa. 42:1; Eph. 1:6 

C. This is the Son, the Suffering Servant, the Messiah – Isa. 42:1-9; 49:1-7; 50:1-11; 52:13-53:12 
 
 
Morris Quote – “Jesus might well have been up there in front standing with John and calling on 
sinners to repent. Instead He was down there with the sinners, affirming His solidarity with them. He 
‘was numbered with the transgressors’ (Isa. 53:12).” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cross References  
 
Mark 1:7-8 
 
7 And he preached, saying, “There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I 
am not worthy to stoop down and loose. 8 I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
John 3:25-36 
 
25 Then there arose a dispute between some of John’s disciples and the Jews about purification. 26 
And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom 
you have testified—behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!” 27 John answered and said, 
“A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me 
witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29 He who has the bride 
is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because 
of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30 He must increase, but I must 
decrease. 31 He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the 
earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32 And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; 
and no one receives His testimony. 33 He who has received His testimony has certified that God is 
true. 34 For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by 
measure. 35 The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. 36 He who believes in 
the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abides on him.” 
 
Luke 7:18-35 
 
18 Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things. 19 And John, calling two of 
his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for 
another?” 20 When the men had come to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, 
‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’ ” 21 And that very hour He cured many of 
infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight. 22 Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 23 
And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” 24 When the messengers of John had departed, 
He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? 
A reed shaken by the wind? 25 But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? 
Indeed those who are gorgeously appareled and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26 But what did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is 
written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 28 
For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but 
he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29 And when all the people heard Him, 
even the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of John. 30 But the 
Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him. 31 
And the Lord said, “To what then shall I liken the men of this generation, and what are they like? 32 
They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, saying: ‘We played the 
flute for you, And you did not dance; We mourned to you, And you did not weep.’ 33 For John the 
Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of 
Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ 35 But wisdom is justified by all her children.” 
 



Matthew 14:1-12 
 
At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the report about Jesus 2 and said to his servants, “This is John 
the Baptist; he is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in him.” 3 For Herod had 
laid hold of John and bound him, and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s 
wife. 4 Because John had said to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” 5 And although he wanted 
to put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet. 6 But when 
Herod’s birthday was celebrated, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and pleased Herod. 7 
Therefore he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask. 8 So she, having been 
prompted by her mother, said, “Give me John the Baptist’s head here on a platter.” 9 And the king 
was sorry; nevertheless, because of the oaths and because of those who sat with him, he commanded it 
to be given to her. 10 So he sent and had John beheaded in prison. 11 And his head was brought on a 
platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother. 12 Then his disciples came and took 
away the body and buried it, and went and told Jesus. 
 
Matthew 16:13-18 
 
13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do 
men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 14 So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 
Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus answered 
and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
 
Luke 3:15 
 
Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about John, whether he was 
the Christ or not, 
 
John 1:29-33 
 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! 30 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred 
before me, for He was before me.’ 31 I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, 
therefore I came baptizing with water.” 32 And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. 33 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this 
is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 
Hebrews 7:26 
 
For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
has become higher than the heavens; 
 
Ephesians 5:1-7 
 
Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and 
given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 3 But fornication 
and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 
neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of 



thanks. 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, 
has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, 
for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not 
be partakers with them. 
 
Hebrews 2:10 
 
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons 
to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
 
Mathew 16:21 
 
From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 
 
Matthew 20:17-19 
 
17 Now Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve disciples aside on the road and said to them, 18 
“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to 
the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death, 19 and deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and to 
scourge and to crucify. And the third day He will rise again.” 
 
Matthew 5:17, 20 
 
17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to 
fulfill.  
 
20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Romans 10:3-13 
 
3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, 
have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes. 5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who 
does those things shall live by them.” 6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say 
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who 
will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The 
word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that 
if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be 
put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich 
to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 
Isaiah 53:11 
 
He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall  
justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. 
 
 



Philippians 3:8-9 
 
8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and 
be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 
 
Romans 6:1-14 
 
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall 
we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was 
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves 
of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death 
no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the 
life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that 
you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness 
to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but 
under grace. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
 
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him. 
 
1 Peter 3:18, 21-22 
 
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being 
put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 
 
21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made 
subject to Him. 
 
Romans 5:6-11 
 
6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much 
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For 
if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, 
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 
 



Romans 5:12-21 
 
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death 
spread to all men, because all sinned— 13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not 
imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those 
who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who 
was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, 
much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to 
many. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment 
which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many 
offenses resulted in justification. 17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, 
much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life 
through the One, Jesus Christ.) 18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, 
resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, 
resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also 
by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 20 Moreover the law entered that the offense 
might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 21 so that as sin reigned in 
death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Exodus 29:4 
 
And Aaron and his sons you shall bring to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and you shall wash 
them with water. 
 
Ezekiel 1:1; 2:1-3 
 
Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was 
among the captives by the River Chebar, that the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 
 
And He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak to you.” 2 Then the Spirit 
entered me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I heard Him who spoke to me. 3 And 
He said to me: “Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has 
rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day.  
 
Genesis 1:2 
 
The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
 
Exodus 20:4 
 
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 
 
Deuteronomy 4:15-19 
 
15 “Take careful heed to yourselves, for you saw no form when the Lord spoke to you at Horeb out of 
the midst of the fire, 16 lest you act corruptly and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of 
any figure: the likeness of male or female, 17 the likeness of any animal that is on the earth or the 
likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 18 the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground or 
the likeness of any fish that is in the water beneath the earth. 19 And take heed, lest you lift your eyes 



to heaven, and when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel driven to 
worship them and serve them, which the Lord your God has given to all the peoples under the whole 
heaven as a heritage. 
 
Romans 1:22-23 
 
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 
 
Isaiah 11:2 
 
The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of 
counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
 
Isaiah 61:1 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to 
the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
 
John 1:32-34 
 
32 And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He 
remained upon Him. 33 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.” 
 
Exodus 20:1 
 
And God spoke all these words, saying: 
 
John 8:16-18 
 
16 And yet if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I am with the Father who sent 
Me. 17 It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true. 18 I am One who bears 
witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me.” 
 
Psalm 2:7 
 
“I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 
 
Isaiah 42:1 
 
“Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! I have put My Spirit 
upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 
 
Ephesians 1:6 
 
to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 
 
 



Isaiah 53:1-12 
 
Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 For He shall 
grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; 
And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 3 He is despised and rejected by 
men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He 
was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; 
Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our  
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 
And by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to 
his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and He was 
afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before 
its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, 
And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the 
transgressions of My people He was stricken. 9 And they made His grave with the wicked— But with 
the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. 10 Yet it 
pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, 
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His  
hand. 11 He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant 
shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the 
great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And 
He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the 
transgressors. 


