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You remember last time that Jesus began to tell Nicodemus that in order to enter 

the kingdom of God you had to be born again by the Spirit of God through the 

word of God and not by any works or religious exercises or personal goodness. 

 

 

Nicodemus was steeped in his religion and his religious practices that he thought 

would get him into heaven. As we saw in Chapter 3 Verse 11 – 12, he did not 

want to believe that salvation was totally a work of God and not of man. 

 

 

So Jesus takes Nicodemus, a leader and teacher of the Jews, back to an Old 

Testament account in Numbers 21: 4 – 9, where the nation of Israel sinned 

against God and God was punishing them for their sin by sending poisonous 

serpents to bite them and they would die. 

 

 

When the nation of Israel repented of their sin and sought God’s mercy, Moses 

was instructed to put a bronze serpent on a pole and when the people looked at 

the serpent they would be healed. It took faith in God and belief in what He said, 

for them to be healed. 

 

 

Then Jesus tells Nicodemus that just as the serpent was lifted up in the wilderness 

so the Son of Man must be lifted up.  We saw that that was referring to Jesus’ 

own crucifixion and death and that in order for someone to be saved from the 

sting of sin and death, they had to look to Jesus and be saved. Not themselves 

 



Jesus said, in Verse 15, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. He was telling Nicodemus that it is not by works of righteousness 

which he had done but by the finished work of Christ dying of the cross for his 

sins that he could experience eternal life.  The question becomes ‘why would God 

do that’ and that is where we pick it up in Verse 16. 

 

 

Verse 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

 

 

God loved this vile, wretched, sin-sick, lost world that you and I were born into 

and a part of. Remember that we were all born sinful and separated from God and 

that no amount of works or effort or religion on our part could reconcile us to 

God, only Christ could do that. 

 

 

2
nd

 Corinthians 5: 18 – 19 says that we were reconciled to God through Jesus 

Christ. Colossians 2: 13 – 14 says that we were dead in our sins and Christ 

made us alive with Him having forgiven all our sins … having nailed them to 

the cross. 1
st
 Peter 3: 18 says Christ suffered once for sins, the just for the 

unjust that He might bring us to God… 

 

 

By the way, that word love is agapo which is the strongest kind of love possible. 

It is an unconditional love that God willed to show towards us, not because of 

anything we did or how good we were or religious we were, but because He 

loved us in spite of how we were. It wasn’t a love of emotion but action. 

 

 

Romans 5: 8 says but God demonstrated His own love toward us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

1
st
 John 3: 16 says this is how we know love, because He laid down His life 

for us… 

 



1
st
 John 3: 1 says behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on 

us… 
 

 

It was and is an incredible kind of love that God has shown, not just to some, but 

to the whole world. He demonstrated His love to the whole world, He offers His 

love to the whole world, but we know that not everyone is going to receive or 

believe in His love or His plan of salvation. 

 

 

This isn’t a universal blanket statement that the whole world will be saved as 

some universalists believe. What Jesus is saying is that for the entire world there 

is only ONE Savior and only those who have been born again by the Spirit of 

God will have eternal life, the others will perish. 

 

 

We know from Matthew 25: 41, 46 that some will go into everlasting fire and 

punishment. We know from Matthew 25: 30 that some will be cast into outer 

darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. We know from 

Revelation 20: 10, 15 that some will be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone 

where they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 
 

 

So we know that, although God’s love is extended to all, not all will receive it, 

unfortunately. Jesus then says that God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son. There is no greater love than giving all that you have to meet the 

needs of those who are so undeserving.  

 

 

Remember that God the Father said of Jesus, God the Son, in Matthew 3: 17 this 

is My beloved Son or in John 3: 35 where He says the Father loves the Son 

and yet His love for you was so incredible that He was willing to send His own 

Son to die for you. 

 

 

It reminds me of Genesis 22: 1 – 13 of Abraham offering his son Isaac.  



As we saw in Isaiah 53: 10  it pleased the Father to crush or bruise Him and 

to put Him to grief so that His soul could be made an offering for sin, for 

your sin and for mine. 

 

 

That is how much God loves us, and all He asks in return is whoever 

BELIEVES in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. He doesn’t ask 

us to be religious or good or better or kind or unselfish or to carry out a list of 

do’s and don’ts or perform some type of ceremony or ritual to have everlasting 

life.  

 

 

He says believe; believe that the Father loves you, cares for you and wants to 

forgive you of your sins, believe that Jesus is God the Son, God in human form 

and that He came as a willing sacrifice for your sins and believe that what He 

says is true and from the mind of God and must be obeyed. 

 

 

Inherent in that is, that once you do believe and receive His free gift of salvation 

by faith, it is something that can never be lost and you can not perish. 

 

 

But, if you don’t believe, He says you will perish. You will reap the 

consequences of your unbelief in God’s final, eternal judgment that will begin on 

the day you die. And none of us knows when that will be so today is the day of 

salvation.    Then look what Jesus adds in Verse 17 

 

 

Verse 17: For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

 

 

Jesus tells Nicodemus that God did not send Him to condemn or judge the world, 

although He had every right to. They didn’t receive Him, they didn’t receive His 

message, they didn’t receive His messengers; they had every right to be 

condemned.  There is coming a time when He will come in judgment, not now. 



Not only that, but the unbelieving Jews were thinking that when the Messiah 

came that He would destroy the Gentiles in judgment and usher in a new 

kingdom. So Jesus had to tell them that He did not come for that either.  

 

 

Jesus told them several times that His main mission was to bring salvation to a 

lost and dying world, not just the Jews but all the world. He said in John 12:47 I 

did not come to judge the world but to save the world. He came to seek and 

save that which was lost right, as Luke 19: 10 said.  

 

 

That is why He says but that the world through Him might be saved. Again, it 

is not a universal salvation but that salvation was offered universally, world-wide 

to both Jew and Gentile alike, but as we have said before not everyone will accept 

the offer of salvation.      Then Jesus says in Verse 18 

 

 

Verse 18 he who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 

believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 

only begotten Son of God.  

 

 

Whoever believes in Jesus is not condemned, not judged, why, because Jesus 

took our condemnation and judgment upon Himself on the cross and gave us His 

righteousness in exchange. 2
nd

 Corinthians 5: 21 says He who knew not sin 

became (what) sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in 

Him. 
 

 

Listen, when you become a born again believer your sin was nailed to the cross 

and you were no longer condemned to be punished and die in your sins. That is 

why John 5: 24 says He who hears My word and believes in Him who sent 

Me has everlasting life and shall not come into judgment, but has passed 

from death into life. 

 

 



What does Romans 5: 8 says there is therefore now no condemnation to those 

who are in Christ Jesus. Wouldn’t you like to say what David said in Psalm 32: 

1 – 2 when he said blessed is he whose sin is forgiven and whose sin is 

covered. Blessed is the one to whom the Lord does not charge with sin. 

 

 

When someone, believes in Jesus by repenting of their sin and putting their faith 

and trust in Christ as their sin bearer and submitting to His lordship, they are 

saved, they experience a new birth and a transformed heart that shows itself in a 

life of obedience, and no longer condemned. Then Jesus says but, he who does 

not believe is condemned already (why) because he has not believed in the 

name of the only begotten Son of God. 

 

 

Jesus says, if you don’t believe in Me then you are condemned already, you are 

judged already for you sin and you will suffer the consequences and punishment 

of them in an eternity in pain and torment and outer darkness in hell.  

 

 

That is the ultimate condemnation and judgment of God that Revelation 20: 11 – 

15 talks about as the Great White Throne Judgment where all unbelievers are 

cast into the lake of fire that burns forever and ever that is called the 2
nd

 death.  

 

 

Look at it this way. The great white throne judgment is your final sentence and 

pronouncement of judgment because of your unbelief, and you are just waiting on 

death row. The only way you can be released from death row is if someone dies 

in your place, and someone did, Jesus.  

 

 

I can’t tell you how many times that I share the gospel with someone and either 

they or their friend will say ‘it is not your place to judge or condemn him or me 

because we have lied or stolen or whatever’. And they are right, it is not my place 

because they are ALREADY condemned because of their sin. I am just trying to 

get them to realize that before it is too late.  

 



Verses 19 – 20: and this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the 

world, and men loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were 

evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the 

light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

 

 

Jesus says, this is why people are condemned. Because light has come into the 

world. What is the light? Jesus John 1: 4 – 9 makes very clear. Acts 26: 18 says 

to open their eyes in order to turn them from darkness to light and from the 

power of Satan to God… the darkness is Satan’s realm of sin. Let me read this 

by replacing light with Jesus. Read 19 – 20 again. 

 

 

Keep in mind He is saying this to Nicodemus, the religious leader of Israel, and 

what He is in essence saying is that the reason Nicodemus doesn’t believe is 

because He is more in love with his sin than he is with the God whom he says he 

serves.  

 

 

Nicodemus is like what Romans 1: 32 says who knowing the righteous 

judgment of God, that those who practice such things (listed previously) are 

deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who 

practice them.  

 

 

They love their sin and in Nicodemus’ case he is covering his love for sin through 

his religious actions. Not so different than some today who call themselves 

Christians or Bible leaders or teachers or Pastors who practice sin and cover it up 

with religion.  

 

 

One writer said “So if somebody says to me, "I just can't understand the gospel, I 

just can't understand it." He says “You know why? You don't believe. You know 

why you don't believe? You don't want to believe. You know why you don't want 

to believe? You love your sin. That's why. Your deeds are evil”. 

 



That is exactly what Jesus is saying. You don’t believe because you love your sin 

and you hate the light, you hate Jesus. Because when you practice evil you hate 

Christ. You hate the gospel that reproves your sin, you hate the gospel of Christ 

because He confronts the sin of lying, stealing, immorality, idolatry, lust, and 

greed that you love.  

 

 

That word practicing, prasso,  is the same word used in Galatians 5: 21 and 

other places that talks about a habitual constant, repeated, unrepentant pattern of 

unconfessed sin. Not the occasional sin that believers can and sometimes do fall 

into.  

 

 

Jesus is saying that everyone who practices evil hates Him and will not come 

to Him so that his sin can be exposed. The light of the gospel of Christ would 

expose or manifest his sin and his conscience would either accuse him and 

reprove him or excuse him as Romans 2: 15 says.  

 

 

The believer hates his sin and loves righteousness, the unbeliever loves his sin 

and hates righteousness. They won’t come to the light for fear of what the light 

will reveal in their lives.  

 

 

You see, when an unbeliever does come to the light, does come to Christ, they are 

willing to admit their sin and the need for a Savior and confess their sin and 

receive forgiveness and it draws them to the light as Verse 21 says.  

 

 

Verse 21 but he who does the truth comes to the light that his deeds may be 

clearly seen that they have been done in God. 

 

 

It is the difference between the one who lives a lie and hides his sin and lives in 

deceit and panders his lust as over against the one who loves the truth and lives it. 

 



Jesus says, but the believer, the one who has come to the light shows that he is 

from God because of what he has done. His deeds are done in truth and the only 

one who knows the motive of the heart and whether something is done in truth or 

for self is Christ alone because He knows what is in man, as we saw earlier. 

 

 

Isn’t that what Ephesians 2: 10 says we are His workmanship created in 

Christ Jesus for (what) good works, deeds done in truth. 

 

 

Well, the question for you is; are you under the condemnation and wrath of 

Almighty God because you choose not to believe the gospel because you love 

your sin and darkness and secretly or openly hate Christ.  

 

 

Is your life one of habitual sin because you love darkness rather than light 

because your deeds are evil continually? 

 

 

Or do you see a decreasing pattern of sin in your life because you desire to do and 

live the truth and want to follow Christ with an obedient life, not a sinless life but 

a life of growing and maturing that sees your hatred for sin grow and your love 

for Christ grow.  
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