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Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law: 
 
29 And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the 
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 But Simon’s wife’s mother 
lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her. 31 And he came and took her by 
the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered 
unto them. 
 

Matthew 8:14-15  And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's 
mother laid, and sick of a fever.  15  And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and 
she arose, and ministered unto them. 

 
Luke 4:38-39  And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's house. And 
Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her.  39  
And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose 
and ministered unto them. 

 
Simon Peter (Cephas) and Andrew lived in Capernaum. Jesus was likely staying with them. 
Peter was married. Jesus demonstrated power not only to exorcise unclean spirits and devils but 
to heal physical common diseases. 
 
Jesus heals the sick and possessed in Capernaum: 
 
32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, 
and them that were possessed with devils. 33 And all the city was gathered 
together at the door. 34 And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and 
cast out many devils; and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him. 
 

Matthew 8:16-17  When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were 
possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were 
sick:  17  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 
Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. 

 
Isaiah 53:4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
 
Luke 4:40-41  Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers 
diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed 
them.  41  And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ 
the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew 
that he was Christ. 

 
At the end of the sabbath, the (Jewish) inhabitants of Capernaum bring their physically and 
spiritually sick friends and family members to Jesus. Jesus heals them and demonstrates his 
authority over the devils and the physical body. 
 
Jesus leaves Capernaum for the desert and prays: 
 
35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and 
departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.  
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John Gill on verse 35: “for himself, as man, that he might be strengthened as such for 
service; and for success in his ministry, and that his Gospel might run and be glorified; 
he chose a desert, and solitary place, for the sake of retirement, from the crowd of people 
that attended at Peter's door; where he could not be alone, and in private, and as most 
suitable for the exercise of prayer. His early and private devotion may be an example to 
us.” 

 
Luke 4:42a  And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place:  

 
The accounts in Mark and Luke differ in that Mark records the timing and purpose of Jesus’ 
leaving Capernaum for the desert: he went out to the desert to be alone from the crowds in 
Capernaum to pray to his Father. Consider that the Son, the Father, and the Holy Ghost make 
up the one God in three Persons. They are together in eternity, but Jesus is in the flesh and 
must, like all flesh, pray to commune and communicate with the Father. The busyness of the 
previous day and evening kept him from that communion and in the morning, having little rest, 
he seeks a place to spend time along with God. 
 

Matthew 6:6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father 
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 

 
Acts 6:4  But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry 
of the word. 

 
John Gill on Acts 6:4 “These two, prayer and preaching, are the principal employment of 
a Gospel minister, and are what he ought to be concerned in, not only now and then, but 
what he should give himself up unto wholly, that his profiting might appear; and what he 
should be continually exercised and employed in: and if parting with that branch of the 
ministerial function, the care of the secular affairs of the church, and of the poor of it, 
was necessary in the apostles, that they might be more at leisure to attend to the more 
important and useful duties of prayer and preaching; it therefore seems necessary that 
those who are called to labour in the word and doctrine, if possible, should be exempt 
from all worldly business and employment; that of the ministry being sufficient to 
engross all a man's time and thoughts.” 

 
The apostles search for and find Jesus in the desert: 
 
36 And Simon and they that were with him followed after him. 37 And when they 
had found him, they said unto him, All men seek for thee.  
 

Luke 4:42b and the people sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, 
that he should not depart from them. 

 
Jesus preaches throughout Galilee: 
 
38 And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there 
also: for therefore came I forth. 39 And he preached in their synagogues 
throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils.  
 
The people of Capernaum and possibly the apostles would have liked for Jesus to stay and 
establish their town as the center of Jesus (the Messiah’s) ministry. Jesus had other plans. 
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Matthew 15:24  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. 

 
Jesus continues to preach in the synagogues. His ministry was to God’s elect among Israel. His 
earthly ministry wasn’t worldwide, to the Gentiles, although he had compassion upon them and 
helped them while he was physically present. The apostles, disciples, and churches of Jesus 
Christ would be commissioned to spread the gospel to all of the world. 
 
Jesus heals a leper: 
 
40 And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and 
saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 41 And Jesus, moved with 
compassion, put forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be 
thou clean. 42 And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed 
from him, and he was cleansed. 43 And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent 
him away; 44 And saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way, 
shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which Moses 
commanded, for a testimony unto them. 45a But he went out, and began to 
publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, 
 
The leper: 

1. Hears of Jesus’ power to heal. 
2. Comes to Jesus. 
3. Humbles himself before Jesus. 
4. Expresses faith in Jesus’ ability to heal. 

Jesus: 
5. Has compassion for the leper. 
6. Touches him. 
7. Confirms his will to heal him. 
8. Heals him of his diseases. 
9. Charges him to follow the requirements of the law (Leviticus 14:1-32). 

The leper. 
10. Cannot stop talking about his healing. 

 
The healing of the leper is metaphorical to the healing of God’s elect from sin and death when 
they are regenerated, express faith, confess Jesus Christ as the son of God, follow the command 
to be baptized, and begin their lives as Christians. 
 
45b insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, but was without 
in desert places: and they came to him from every quarter. 


