
I Will Build My Church 
Part 1 

Matthew 16:13-20 
  

No power on earth can stand against Jesus’ promise to build His church. 
  
LTS.  Acts 20:17-32 
  
     As I mentioned last time, the elders have asked me to repeat a study we have done 
before that I have entitled God’s Most Precious possession. It’s a study on the church 
that may take us up to seven weeks to complete. This is an important study for us right 
now. The Lord seems to be adding to our number almost weekly, and so many new 
people have come over the past two years that we realize wisdom would insist that we 
go back and reinforce some of the foundational truths that make CBC what it is today.  
     Last week I introduced this topic through a brief study of Ephesians chapter 1. This 
morning and next week we will be studying Matthew 16:13-20. I am compelled to 
turn to this passage this morning for two reasons. First because it is a text that has 
been blatantly misappropriated by the Roman Catholic Church. Their interpretation of 
this passage has caused monumental confusion around the world regarding Jesus’ 
teaching about the church. Second, I am compelled to preach from this text because 
properly understood, it delivers powerful encouragement for the church to remain 
faithful to its calling without regard for the world’s opinion or mistreatment of 
Christian people. 
Since the very beginning there have been many forces determined to destroy the 
church. For example: 
  

• Herod attempted to destroy it before it began by killing the babies of 
Bethlehem - the town of Jesus’ birth. 

• The Jews attempted to purge Israel of Christianity. First they killed Jesus then 
Stephen. And in Acts 9 we find Paul on the road to Damascus to arrest and 
execute the followers of Christ.  

• It is said the rage of Emperor Nero was so fierce against the Christians that “a 
man might see cities full of men’s bodies, the old lying with the young; women 



as well as men cast out open in the streets.”  (Fox, p. 9) 1

• In England, No other king or queen spilled as much blood in a time of peace as 
Mary Tudor (“Bloody Mary”). For four years she hung, beheaded, imprisoned 
anyone she saw as a threat to her authority. When her reign of terror finally 
ended, England had lost 300 pastors. 

• In 1900, the new Empress of China gave orders to exterminate the Christian 
Religion. The result was hundreds of believers being brutally executed.  

• In 1915 Turkish authorities became alarmed at the number of Armenian 
Christians in their country. So they launched a campaign to get rid of them. As 
a result, 600,000 men women and children were killed. 

• In the 1920’s Joseph Stalin wrote, “There can be nothing more abominable than 
religion.” He then set out to eradicate it from the Soviet Union and 60 million 
people lost their lives. 

     Today the persecution continues around the world. In fact, it has been estimated 
that more men women and children died for their faith in Christ in the 20th century 
then in all previous centuries since the resurrection of Christ combined.  
     The church has always been under assault by hostile external forces. Today, 
however, the church is also in danger from internal forces; Christian leaders who 
sincerely believe that the ineffectiveness of the church’s gospel mission is owing to 
the fact that we have lost our relevancy in the world. The church must reinvent itself, 
they say, or face virtual oblivion.   2

     The result of this kind of thinking has been a constant quest for the magic mixture 
of spiritual wisdom, emotional stimulation, affirming community, art, music and 
coffee to make a church relevant and attractive to the lost. And all of this is evidenced 
by the many religious fads of the last several decades that have engulfed 
evangelicalism. These include the church growth movement, the house church 
movement, the seeker-sensitive movement, the emergent church movement, and the 
list goes on. 
      I want to submit to you this morning, however, that the church is patently NOT in 
danger of slipping into oblivion. Any church that is committed to the basics of biblical 
preaching, fervent prayer, evangelism, the administration of the Lord’s Supper and 
baptism and the practice of church discipline will always be relevant in God’s grant 
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plan of redemption. The real danger is NOT that the church might be perceived 
irrelevant to the world but that in then end we might be discovered to be irrelevant to 
God. 
     Our text this morning offers a powerful antidote to the fear that the church may 
fail. Here Jesus lays out His promise regarding the future of the church. How can we 
be sure that the mission of the church will not fail? Well, our confidence is grounded 
in the changeless truths taught us by Jesus; namely,  

I. The Foundation of the Church,
II. The Certainty of the Church, 
III. The Preciousness of the Church,
IV. The Invincibility of the Church
V. The Authority of the Church

Read Matt 16:13-20 

I. The foundation of the Church: 
  
1. Let’s begin by observing the content of this passage. Jesus has just asked His 
disciples who they believe He is. Peter responds by saying, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God.” 
2. Jesus’ response to Peter is profound, powerful and often misunderstood.  
3. Here is what Jesus said: “You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church.” 
This statement forms the object of a major disagreement between Roman Catholics 
and Protestants.  
4. Roman Catholicism says this verse shows that the church was built on Peter as the 
very first Pope. It forms the ground of what is known as “papal succession,” and make 
the Pope the very heart and soul of divine authority on earth.  
5.Protestants, however, see this statement as a play on words. In the Greek it comes 
across as a pun. The name Peter (lit. small stone) contrasts with “upon this rock” (lit. 
large stone). The “rock” Jesus is speaking of, many say, refers to Peter’s confession 
rather than to Peter himself. They would paraphrase the meaning like this: “Peter, you 
are a little stone, but I will build my church on the solid rock of the truth you have just 
confessed. Namely, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.”   



6. Many also rightly point out that the Scripture clearly teaches that Jesus is the head 
of the church (Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18), and nothing in the Bible speaks of a single 
earthly leader who should head the church in Christ’s place.  3

7. Of course this view is much more consistent with other passages in the Bible than 
the Catholic interpretation. Certainly, Jesus was not making Peter any kind of Vicar or 
Pope. Nor was He establishing a line of Papal succession. But neither is it clear from 
the text that Jesus was making Peter out to be a small stone and his confession a large 
stone.  
8. Probably a more natural interpretation of Jesus’ words is simply that He was 
addressing Peter, somewhat poetically, as the leader and representative of the Twelve. 
The NT, after all, does say that the church is “built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the Corner Stone” (Eph. 2:20). So, there is a 
legitimate sense in which Peter and all the apostles constituted the foundation on 
which the church is built. In other words, the church Jesus is building is being 
constructed upon the teaching and ministry of the apostles. Consider the following 
examples:  

A. Acts 2:42 tells us that after the extraordinary events at of Pentecost 
the church experienced phenomenal growth very quickly. And the 
focus of the new believers as they met in each other’s homes was 
devotion to the “apostles teaching 

B. Verse 47, of that same chapter tells us, “the Lord was adding to their 
number day by day those who were being saved.”

C. Then, throughout the remainder of the account of the book of Acts, the 
apostles’ teaching continues to be the foundation upon which every 
congregation is built.

D. Peter Himself tells us that the church is a building made of “living 
stones and that It is built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5).  In other words, every single believer is a an 
important “stone” in God’s building project.

E. Peter and the apostles were the foundation stones. Christ, not Peter, is 
the Corner Stone. And every person who comes to God by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ is added to the church like a living stone in a 
spiritual house. 
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9. More importantly, notice the text says nothing about Peter’s successors, his 
infallibility, or exclusive authority. And consider this: The Catholic Church’s 
interpretation of this passages presents all kinds of problems. For example,  

A. What we learn about Peter in the NT is this:
1) Peter is the first disciple Jesus calls to himself from the 

fishing boats of Galilee (Mat 4:18; Mk. 1:16).
2) Peter is the first to boldly proclaim that Jesus is the Christ 

and he clearly remains a prominent leader in the church 
throughout his lifetime (Mat. 16:16; Acts 1-12)

3) Nevertheless, He did NOT have supreme authority over the 
others. We find both he and John being sent by the others 
from Jerusalem to Samaria to check in on the new believers 
there.

4) He is held accountable for his actions by the Jerusalem 
church when he reported that Gentiles were being saved 
same as the Jews. They were unwilling to just take his word 
for it (Acts 11;1-18).

5) In Galatians 2, He is rebuked by Paul publicly because his 
actions were causing division in the church and confusion 
about the gospel (v. 11-14).

6) And here in the passage we are studying, just a few verses 
down, Jesus calls Peter “Satan.

7) So, there is no Biblical president for making Peter a Pope 
over the church. The most we can say about Peter is that 
He was first among equals. And on the foundation of such 
men, Jesus is building His church. And that, I believe, is the 
important point of this passage.

  
10. This is the foundation of the church. Jesus himself is the “Cornerstone,” and the 
teaching of the apostles forms the rest of the foundation of the church. 
  

II. The Certainty of the Church: 
1. The most important words in this passage are “I will build My church.”  Everything 
else that is said here either points toward or springs from that declaration.  



2. This was an important truth for the disciples to learn at this point. You see they had 
been with Jesus for 2 1/2 years and things had not played out as they had anticipated. 
The had expected Jesus to smash the Roman Empire and the false religious leaders. 
They expected Him to set up the kingdom of God on earth. But that wasn’t happening. 
He wasn’t letting it happen. Rather, all that seemed to have been accomplished was 
the making of some very serious enemies.  

A. The Jews were out to kill him.
B. Herod was hoping to get his hands on Him.
C. The crowds had been sorely disappointed because He wouldn’t use His 

power to topple Rome.
D. Jesus’ own family thought He was crazy. 
E. It seemed all they had succeeded in doing was to disenfranchise 

themselves form everyone in Israel! 
F. And if that weren’t enough, Jesus had begun talking about His own 

death in Jerusalem. Things just didn’t seem to be working out. 
  
3. So it was just at this moment that Jesus made them this promise: “I will build My 
church.” 
4. Jesus’ men needed to know that the plan was right on schedule. Nothing was lost. 
Things were going moving along according to God’s sovereign plan.  
5. This should be instructive for us, beloved.  As one scholar writes, “No matter how 
persecuted, martyred, rejected or slandered, poor, or ignoble the true church may 
seem, the Lord   will not abandon His chosen ones.  When the people of God seem 
weakest, look again. Jesus is still building His church. The original plan is still in 
operation. Modern times are no threat to His sovereign purposes. The circumstances 
of our troubled world do not alter His design. And no matter how corrupt and worldly 
the visible church has been or may become, Jesus Christ is still building His church! 
And He is building it on the original, sure foundation of apostolic teaching and 
ministry.  4

6. In the last 25 years there have been occasions when we had people come along and 
chide us, saying “You know, you could build this church a lot faster if you just painted 
the walls and ceiling black, brought in some high-tech special effects lighting, and 
incorporated a younger - more modern – worship band.” Or, “Your church could 
really go to the next level if you preached shorter sermons and didn’t seem so black 
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and white all the time.” Or, “I think it would be no time at all before you outgrew 
these buildings if you would just quit singing those old hymns, and become a little 
more culturally relevant in how you dress.”  
7. You know what? We’re not going to do any of that. And do you know why? 
Because this church isn’t mine and I’m not building it. This church is the Lord’s! And 
He is more committed to building it than I could ever be. And besides that, we’re not 
going to reach more people for Christ by acting more like the culture. God draws men 
and women to Himself through the preaching of His word, which was first of all 
delivered to the apostles and then passed on to faithful men.  Moreover, the Lord has 
given us one overriding command; namely, “Preach the word.” 
8. God has NOT called pastors of the church to be novel. He has called us to be 
faithful. And the measure of a church is not its size but it’s depth. It’s not about how 
many people we have showing up on Sunday but about how well those who do show 
up know God, love His Son and obey His word. That’s the true measure of a mature 
church.  
9. We don’t measure a church by how much unbelievers or nominal believers like us. 
At the end of his life and ministry Paul wrote these words to Timothy: “All who are in 
Asia turned away from me” (2 Tim. 1:15), and, “At my first defense no one supported 
me, but all deserted me” (4:16). Did their lack of acceptability to the culture compell 
them to reinvent their message and ministry? No. They just kept preaching the word 
of God and calling all men everywhere to repent and believe the truth. 
10. And today, around the world it is estimated that more people are coming to a 
genuine saving knowledge of Christ than ever before in history. And you know where 
it is happening? Not in countries like America where Christians are most prosperous, 
trendy and self-assured, but in countries where Christians are the most persecuted.  
11. You see, faithful churches are not in danger of becoming obsolete. Jesus said, “not 
even the gates of Hades can thwart its progress.” And we have the privilege of being a 
small part of God’s enormous plan of redemption. May we be found faithful to His 
word as He uses us to build His church.  
  
Big Idea: No power on earth can stand against Jesus’ promise to build His church. 
When we come back, we will pick up where we left off and consider…  

III. The Preciousness of the church 
IV. The Invincibility of the Church 
V. The Authority of the Church 



Small Group Leaders Help Page (Below) 

Tonight, the focus of our discussion is on the divine truth that no power on earth can stand 
against Jesus’ promise to build His church. 

Review: 
• Throughout the ages the enemies of God have attempted to sabotage his mission to build 

the church. Can you tell us about some of the major historical events in history that could 
have brought destruction to God’s plan to build his church?  

• Read Matt. 16:13-20 
• According to the Roman Catholic Church, what does this text teach?  

➢ The R.C.C. teaches that this passage establishes the apostle Peter as the first Pope 
over the church. They say he rules in Christ’s place over the universal (i.e. 
“catholic”) church. 

• On the other hand, what do protestants (like you and me) believe Jesus meant when he 
said these words? 

➢ We believe that Jesus was either referring to  Peter’s declaration (“you are the 
Christ…”) as the “Rock” upon which He would build the church, or that he was 
referring to Peter as representative of the apostles whose teaching about Jesus and 
his gospel makes up the foundation (“rock”) of the church. In either case, the 
focus is on the apostle’s teaching. 

• The reason the enemies of God can never destroy Christ’s church is because of its 
unshakable foundation. Read Eph. 2:19-20. According to this passage, what role does 
Jesus have in the foundation of the church? What role do the apostles play? 

➢ Its important to note here that when Paul says God’s household is built upon the 
apostles and prophets, he is referring to their teaching. God sent his prophets and 
his apostles to deliver divine truth to his people. What does this imply about what 
the primary focus of church life should be? 

• Why is Jesus’ statement “I will build My church” so profoundly significant to Christians 
everywhere?  What does this statement indicate about the stability of the church through 
the ages?  

➢ It teaches us that no matter what difficulties the church may face, how much she 
is disliked, persecuted, or killed, Jesus is still building his church.  

Reflect: 
• If the only thing Jesus is doing in the world is building his church, what does it imply 

about how Christians should live their lives in this world (There are probably many 
answers to this question) 



➢ It implies that we should simply strive to be faithful to the teaching of His Word 
even when no one seems to be responding to the gospel. 

➢ It implies that we should bring his word to bear upon our marriages, our 
parenting, our grandparenting, or singleness. 

➢ It implies that we should live life differently than the world, with different 
attitudes, different ambitions, different delights. After we are saved out of the 
world and into His church. 

Renew:    

Exhortation: Does your relationship to the church indicate that you believe building it is 
the primary thing God is doing in the world? What evidence is there in your life that you 
love Christ’s church? 

Request:  

How can we pray for you this week?  

Remember:   
• Eph. 1:22–23And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to 

the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  


