
Becoming A Mentor: In the World But Not of the World
(Part 2)  (October 10, 2021)  (James 4:1-

Today’s world -- The King is gone: Judges 21:25 KJV In those days [there was] no king in Israel:
every man did [that which was] right in his own eyes.

James 1:19-20 KJV Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath: (20) For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

The Lord’s prayer -- grandiose plans for us: He teaches so we can fulfill the Lord’s prayer (John
17:1-26 KJV) -- specifically for the believers mission (John 17:13-20 KJV):  Joy fulfilled; we have words
of the Word; we are not of the world but keep us in the world; we be sanctified and know “thy word

is truth”; we are sent into the world to teach the unbelieving world; And and Because John
17:21 KJV That they all may be one; as thou, Father, [art] in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

Who is the wise -- check the focus (Humble vs Pride): James 3:13-16 KJV Who [is] a wise
man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works
with meekness of wisdom. (14) But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and
lie not against the truth. (15) This wisdom descendeth not from above, but [is] earthly, sensual,
devilish. (16) For where envying and strife [is], there [is] confusion and every evil work.
● Wise:  Focused on “good conversation his works with meekness”  (Humility)
● Contrary evidence:  “bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the

truth” -- “This wisdom descendeth not from above”
● Results: “there [is] confusion and every evil work”

Wisdom from above results in peace: James 3:17-18 KJV But the wisdom that is from above
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, [and] easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without hypocrisy. (18) And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of
them that make peace.

Do we really have an excuse -- does sour grapes affect our focus:
● Christopher Duffley sings Open the Eyes of My Heart in NH
● Are we using our gift/gifts; Are we operating through wisdom from above (Peace); Are we

operating through pride (envying & strife)

Father knows best -- there is no time for fussing and fighting:
● Apostle Paul recognized the lack of wisdom and peace: 1 Corinthians 3:2-3 KJV I have fed you

with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able [to bear it], neither yet now are ye
able. (3) For ye are yet carnal: for whereas [there is] among you envying, and strife, and
divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?

● James addresses the same to messianic believers -- what do we look like: James 1:18-20 KJV
Of his own will begat   he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of
his creatures. (19) Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath: (20) For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

Believers on the fence -- problem of conflicting desires: James 4:1-3 KJV From whence
[come] wars and fightings among you? [come they] not hence, [even] of your lusts that war in your
members? (2) Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war,
yet ye have not, because ye ask not. (3) Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may
consume [it] upon your lusts.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkgbDu9iDqo&list=RDMMIkgbDu9iDqo&start_radio=1


James answers -- What causes the fights and quarrels between you guys:
● Lust (desire):  Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? (NIV)
● Anger:  You desire but do not have, so you kill (NIV) (If looks could kill)
● Covet/jealousy:  You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight (NIV)
● No prayer:  Because you do not ask God (NIV)
● Selfish focus:  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives (NIV)
● Prodigal/wasteful desires:  That you may spend what you get on your pleasures (NIV)

Are we falling backward or forward -- get back on the horse/bicycle & go forward:
● Peter’s learning experiences #1:  Confidence in self --We boast about how much we love God;

We should boast about how much he loves you.
● Peter’s learning experiences #2:  Peter was sleeping when he should have been praying.
● Peter’s learning experiences #3:  Peter trusted in human effort instead of God's power
● Peter’s learning experiences #4:  Peter warmed himself at the enemy's fire

John’s teaching:
● Love is the focus: 1 John 2:15 KJV Love not the world, neither the things [that are] in the

world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
● What in the world: 1 John 2:16 KJV For all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.
● Focus on the eternal: 1 John 2:17 KJV And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but

he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

Why can’t we do it -- why does it not work the way we read:
● The greatest instruction: Mark 12:30 KJV And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this [is] the first
commandment.

● All is fair in war:  Within us; between us; among us; the cancer will spread

Wisdom is the answer -- wisdom in choice -- wisdom brings peace:
● Matthew 6:24 KJV No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the

other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
● Our new desire (100% commitment):  Love what you command -- desire what you promise
● The promise: James 1:12 KJV Blessed [is] the man that endureth temptation: for when he is

tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

Was there peace in our week or did the world distract us?


