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Message:   Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone, Part 2
Text:            2 Timothy 3:10 - 4:5

Introduction

  A.  The 5 Solas of the Protestant Reformation of the church represent truths of God’s Word that 
over time had been obscured, negated, replaced by traditions of men.

     1.  This departure from God’s Word being our final authority for life, godliness, salvation had 
caused religious leaders in Israel to stumble and lead many astray, for which Jesus, the 
Son of God, rebukes them, inspiring the gospel writers to record His rebuke so future 
generations would avoid such error.

Mark 7:6   And He said to them, "Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is
written: 'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS
FAR AWAY FROM ME.  'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS 7

DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.'  "Neglecting the commandment of God, 8

you hold to the tradition of men."  He was also saying to them, "You are experts at   9

setting aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition. ...   13

invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; ...." 

      2.  That this error still plagues conservative elements within Judaism today is evidenced, E.g, 
by an Orthodox Jewish web site teaching the following 
(http://www.aish.com/jl/b/ol/48943186.html) ...

It is a foundation of our faith to believe that God gave Moses an oral explanation of the
Torah along with the written text. ...  The Written Torah cannot be understood without
the oral tradition.  Hence, if anything, the Oral Torah is the more important of the two.

  B.  Christ and His apostles restored to God’s people the principle of Sola Scriptura, Scripture 
alone as representing God’s final authority for life, godliness, salvation.  However, as we 
chronicled last week, an incremental shift in the western church from the time of the great 
east-west schism in 1054 between the bishop of Rome and patriarch of Constantinople.  
Unfortunately,  the western church repeated Israel’s error in elevating the tradition of 
church leaders and councils to the same level as the Scriptures.  This error has been 
maintained down to our very day.  Published in 1994, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states in The Relationship Between Tradition and Sacred Scripture (p.26) ...

Sacred Scripture is the speech of God as it is put down in writing under the breath of the
Holy Spirit.  And Holy Tradition transmits in its entirety the Word of God which has been
entrusted to the apostles by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit.  It transmits it to the
successors of the apostles ....  As a result the Church, to whom the transmission and
interpretation of Revelation is entrusted, does not derive her certainty about all revealed
truths from holy Scriptures alone.  Both Scripture and Tradition must be accepted and
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honored with equal sentiments of devotion and reverence.

The task of giving an authentic interpretation of the Word of God, whether in its written
form or in the form of Tradition, has been entrusted to the living, teaching office of the
Church alone. ... the task of interpretation has been entrusted to the bishops in
communion with the successor of Peter, the Bishop of Rome.

  C.  Martin Luther was neither the first nor the only person to discover biblical teachings that had 
been obscured or negated by church tradition in his day.

      1.  Englishman John Wycliffe (died 1384), Oxford’s leading philosopher and theologian, held 
that the pope and the church were second in authority to the Scriptures.

      2.  John Huss, influenced by Wycliffe’s high view the the Scriptures, preached in the Czech 
language in Prague, wrote against papal indulgences, affirmed the supremacy of Scripture 
and denied the infallibility of the pope.  He was excommunicated from the church and 
was burned at the stake in 1415. 

      3.  In 1519, Urlich Zwingli lead a reformation movement in Switzerland, claiming no initial 
influence from Luther.

  D.  But Luther posted his 95 theses against the practice of indulgences in Wittenberg in 1517, 
over 60 years after the Gutenberg press (moveable type) became operable, and his theses, 
implying the authority of the Scriptures over the pope, spread rapidly throughout 
Germany and then Europe, creating a firestorm. Luther was not seeking to divide the 
church, but to reform the church.  John Tetzel, a monk selling indulgences in Germany, 
argued that Luther should be burned at the stake as a heretic.

  E..  Pope Leo X appointed various church theologians to respond to Luther.  These debates 
appear to solidify Luther’s view of the supremacy of Scripture, for it was on the view of 
Sola Scriptura that Luther refuted his critics.

      1.  Dominican theologian Sylvester Prierias wrote (Dialogue concerning the Power of the 
Pope), “He who does not accept the doctrine of the Church of Rome and pontiff of Rome 
as an infallible rule of faith from which the Holy Scriptures, too, draw their strength and 
authority, is a heretic.”  Luther responded, “Like an insidious devil you pervert the 
Scriptures.”

      2.  In 1518 Luther for several days debated Dominican cardnal Cajetan at Augsburg.  When 
Cajetan confronted Luther with Pope Clement Vis bull Unigenetus (1343), affirming that 
“the merits of Christ are a treasure of indulgences,” Luther responded, “I am not so 
audacious that for the sake of a single obscure and ambiguous decretal of a human pope I 
would recede from so many and such clear testimonies of divine Scripture. ... His 
Holiness abuses Scripture.  I deny that he is above Scripture.”



      3.  In 1519 Luther debated John Eck, who charged him as being heretical, erroneous, 
blasphemous, presumptuous, seditious, and offensive to pious ears should Luther defend 
John Huss. Luther responded, 

A simple layman armed with Scripture is to be believed above a pope or a council
without it.  As for the pope’s decretal on indulgences, I say that neither church nor pope
can establish articles of faith.  These must come from Scripture.  For the sake of
Scripture we should reject pope and councils.

  F.  In 1520 a papal bull gives Luther 60 days to recant or be excommunicated from the church.  
Luther replied to the threat by writing 3 treatises, arguing that all Christians were priests, 
urging rulers to take up the cause of church reform, reducing the seven sacraments to tow 
- baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  At the end of  60 days Luther burns the bull and is 
subsequently excommunicated. 

  G.  In 1521 at the Diet of Worms Luther refuses to recant his writings.  “Unless I can be 
instructed and convinced with the evidence from the Holy Scriptures or with open, clear, 
and distinct grounds of reasoning ... then I cannot and will not recant, because it is neither 
safe nor wise to act against conscience.”  (Perhaps he added, “Here I stand. I can do no 
other.  God help me!  Amen.”).   An edict (in May) condemns him as a heretic and 
outlaw.  Hiding in Wartburg Castle, he begins translating the New Testament into 
German.

  H. In 1522 Englishman William Tyndale, influenced by Luther, translated the New Testament 
into English form the original Greek and Hebrew.  Betrayed by a friend, he would be 
martyred in 1536.

  I.  Question: What is it about the Scriptures that would cause these men to risk, and in some 
cases, lose their lives to give such supremacy to the Scriptures in opposition to religious 
and political authorities?

I.  Scripture’s author, God, is infinitely superior to every human authority.

2 Timothy 3:15   and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are
able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

 All Scripture is inspired by God  (theopneustos)  and profitable for teaching, for16

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;

  A.  Not “human-spirited or breathed” but “God-spirited or breathed”

2 Peter 1:20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's
own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

  B.  Because God is perfectly good and righteous, He does not lie.  Because He is infinitely wise, 



He cannot be mistaken.  Because He is infinitely powerful, He can completely oversee the 
human authors He inspires to ensure His Word through them is infallible, without error.

John 10:35  "If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came, and the Scripture 
cannot be broken, 

  C.  Because Christ is the eternal Word who reveals God, because Christ is Lord, the Word of 
God, the Word of the Lord is the Word of Christ.

John 1:1   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through Him, 2  3

and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 

Romans 10:17   So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

Colossians 3:16   Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

II.  Scripture’s infallible focus is the infinitely superior Christ. 

2 Timothy 3:15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are
able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.

  A.  God, for His own pleasure and glory, is summing up all things in Christ, whom God made 
head of the church.

Ephesians 1:9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind
intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration suitable to the
fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the
heavens and things on the earth. 

Ephesians 1:22  And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as
head over all things to the church, 

  B.  Therefore, the focus of God’s revelation is His glory in Christ.

John 5:39 "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal
life; it is these that testify about Me;

Luke 24:25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that
the prophets have spoken! 26 "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things
and to enter into His glory?" 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets,
He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.



III.  Scripture’s wisdom alone leads to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 3:15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are
able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.

  A.  Wisdom that does not secure eternal life is unimportant in the big picture of eternity.

Luke 9:25 "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or
forfeits himself?

  B.  A wisdom that leads to a sincere, wholehearted receiving of Christ as Lord, God, Savior 
produces eternal benefit.

IV.  The Scripture is God’s primary means of bringing the Spirit’s transforming grace to 
our lives.

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may
be adequate, equipped for every good work.

  A.  Emphasis here is not on technical skills for ministry, but on purity of heart, godliness of 
character.  The preparation is a preparation of the heart.  Note 2:21,22  What  prepares us 
for every good work is not technical skills but purity of  heart.

2 Timothy 2:21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a
vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. 22
Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those
who call on the Lord from a pure heart.

  B.  By means of the Word of God the Spirit regenerates us, transforming our nature.

1 Peter 1:23   for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but
imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.

1 Peter 2:1  Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and
all slander,  like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it 2

you may grow in respect to salvation,

  C.  By means of the Spirit, the Word of God is self-authenticating.

1 Corinthians 2:7  but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which
God predestined before the ages to our glory;  the wisdom which none of the rulers of 8

this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the



Lord of glory;  but just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND 9

EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN,
ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  For to us God 10

revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of
God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man 11

which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 12

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so
that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  which things we also speak, 13

not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining
spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 

Application

  A.  Trust in the Lord of the Word, by trusting in His Word will all of our hearts, and do not lean 
on our own understanding.  Don’t elevate your reason or the experience or word of any 
person over the Scriptures.

 Proverbs 3:5   Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own
understanding. 

      1.  E.g., books on heavenly voyeurism (The Boy that Came Back from Heaven; 90 Minutes in 
Heaven).

      2.  E.g., Reformed evangelicals who are no longer willing to say ANY circumstance of 
divorce and remarriage as adultery.

Matthew 5:32  but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason
of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman
commits adultery. 

Luke 16:18  "Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and
he who marries one who is divorced from a husband commits adultery. 

  B.  Don’t evaluate the preaching of God’s Word by how it makes you feel.

2 Timothy 4:1  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is
to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:  preach the 2

word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great
patience and instruction.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound 3

doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves
teachers in accordance to their own desires,  and will turn away their ears from the truth 4

and will turn aside to myths.  But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the 5

work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

  C.  Those who are angry at hearing select passages of Scripture flatter themselves if they 



consider themselves biblicists. Example of the individual getting angry over a deacon 
reading without comment Romans 9:28-30.

Romans 8:28  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  For those whom He 29

foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that
He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  and these whom He predestined, He 30

also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He
also glorified. 

  D.  If we love Christ we will love His Word, for our knowledge of Him comes from His Word.

Psalm 119:97   O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 

Psalm 119:165   Those who love Your law have great peace, and nothing causes them to
stumble. 

  E.  Once I graduated from high school and college, I rarely looked at most of the textbooks I
had used.

  F.  Let it not be so with this Book, the Bible.  It is not like any other, because it’s author, focus,
wisdom, and value/benefit are like no other.  If we never stop being a student of Christ,
we will never stop being a student of His Word, because ...

2 Timothy 3:15  ... the sacred writings ... are able to give you the wisdom that leads to
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good
work.
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