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Do you ever watch the Antique Roadshow? 
 

1. You know – a bunch of experts in art, antiques, furniture, 

memorabilia, and junk descend on some big city convention center… 

 

2. And everyone dusts off their favorite family heirloom & garage sale 

treasure in hopes of striking it really big! 

 

3. And every once in a while some lucky guy in Milwaukee finds out 

that the ugly painting he found in his attic, or great-great- 

grandmother’s hand-painted porcelain foot-warmer, is worth about 

$250,000. 

 

4. And all of a sudden, people get seriously happy!  Right there on 

camera! 

 

5. There’s just something about discovering that some dust-gathering 

knick-knack you’ve taken for granted is really worth something.  

Maybe worth enough to erase all your worries. 

 

Read 1 Peter 1:3-12 (conclude this section w/ vv 10-12). 

 

Are your trials about to overwhelm you?   Beloved, here’s Peter’s point:  

someone with all your privileges (…that God loves as much as He loves 

you…) should never despair…never give up. 

 

Four testimonies to our glorious privilege:  

 

1. The OT Prophets (10 - 12). 

2. The Holy Spirit (11 & 12). 

3. The NT Apostles (12). 

4. The Holy Angels (12). 

 

…even when times are tough, it’s enough to be born again! 
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The OT Prophets knew something that they didn’t completely 

understand!  (And beloved, if you’re following Jesus, we’re talking about 

something you’ve got!) 

 

1. There were prophets in the Old & in the New Testament periods; their 

basic job description was simple:  speak God’s truth (spokesman). 

 

a. That might mean a warning (rebuke) about sin & judgment. 

 

b. The message might come to God’s people, to their enemies, or 

to individuals (like Nathan confronting the adulterous King 

David). 

 

c. But most often when you & I think about prophets, we think 

about their inspired job to give a glimpse into the future; to 

preview the unfolding of redemptive history. 

 

d. And that’s just the job (speaking of the future) that Peter’s 

writing about here in vv. 10-12. 

 

2. And Peter was thinking about the OT prophets’ most important 

message.  So critical that God caused it to be announced time & again 

throughout the centuries. 

 

a. The OT gradually unfolded the message of salvation, which 

Peter refers to as the grace to come!   

 

i. Let’s define grace:  “Grace is God giving you the desire 

and power to do His will. First in salvation and then in 

daily life.” 

 

ii. Back in v. 3 Peter wrote that God’s mercy (love for the 

pitiful) moves Him to give us new life in Christ.  Here in 

v. 10 we see it again:  God’s grace leads to salvation (cf. 

Eph 2:8-9). It’s like a chain reaction:  mercy (heart)   

grace (expression)   salvation (result). 
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b. In the OT, the message of salvation was, of course, wrapped up 

in the promises of a Suffering Servant, a coming Deliver, 

Rescuer, Savior, King, … Messiah – i.e. the OT previewed the 

same Christ who died for Peter’s NT readers (and us)! 

 

i. The prophets wrote that the Deliverer must suffer (e.g. 

Isa 53 –Suffering Servant; crushed for our iniquities; 

wounds bring spiritual healing).  

 

ii. But not just suffering.  The prophets’ message of 

salvation was a prediction of suffering followed by glory. 

 

1. Suffering had to come first, but glory followed!  

Cross  Resurrected.  Ascended.  Interceding.  

Head of the Church; King of Israel; Ruler of the 

Nations – and Christ is coming back! 

 

2. Psa 2:6-9    Jehovah thunders: “But as for Me, I 

have installed My King upon Zion, My holy 

mountain.”  To this Messiah replies: “I will 

surely tell of the decree of the LORD; He said to 

Me, ‘Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee.  

Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as 

Thine inheritance, and the very ends of the earth 

as Thy possession.  Thou shalt break them with a 

rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like 

earthenware.’” 

 

3. Get gloriously happy, beloved! Your Jesus is king. 
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iii. So the prophets’ message was salvation!  Salvation 

through the sufferings of Jehovah’s Servant.  Salvation in 

the glorious rule of His Son.   ...pause… 

 

1. But that wasn’t easy to reconcile:  suffering & 

glory. 

 

2. How could the promised Messiah (David’s Royal 

Heir) experience both?  Esp. suffering..? 

 

3. And when…when would He come?   

 

3. Those questions; especially the questions about timing, troubled many 

of the prophets (v. 11).  They wanted to know what! They wanted to 

know when! 

 

a. V. 10 - Peter grabs two action words and bolts them together 

for emphasis (strength). 

 

b. …to search out… + …to inquire carefully… 

 

c. These two similar words add up to one big idea:  Peter is 

emphasizing that the message of grace was so compelling that 

the prophets couldn’t let it rest.  They had to know more.  God 

promised a Deliver – suffering & yet glorious.  But when would 

He come!?! 

 

d. Would He come in their lives?  Daniel said (8:15) he tried to 

understand all visions God placed before him, and their timing. 

 

e. Think about it like this – these holy men had the same kind of 

questions you & I ask about Jesus’ 2
nd

 Coming!  How will that 

all work?  And esp., when will He come! 
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4. And the Spirit gave them an answer.  But not a complete answer! 

 

a. “Not yet!” 

 

b. Since the coming of Messiah was “not yet,” could the OT 

saints still be saved?  Yes! 

 

i.  God saved them by grace through faith.  Faith in the 

future Messiah, promised in the prophets. 

 

 

c. Peter’s point (v.12) is that the prophets’ ministry was a 

unselfish serving ministry (like waiter waits on a table; or a 

deacon helps his church).  They delivered a promise that they 

themselves wouldn’t live long enough to see fulfilled. 

 

d. They served Peter’s readers, and they served you. 

  

5. And that word “you” is all over these 3 verses!   Peter is reminding us 

of the privilege following Christ!    

 

a. Even though following Him means living the pilgrim life.   

 

b. Christian, here is your privilege, by the grace of God:  the 

Gospel message that saves you was delivered & anticipated by 

all those OT prophets you read about:  Moses, David, Isaiah, 

Zechariah, Daniel, Malachi (more).   

 

c. They wrote about, they puzzled over it, they prayed about it, 

they trusted it – and now you’ve seen it; you believe it; you live 

by it; you’ve got it! 
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The prophets didn’t deduce these things on their own.  The 

Holy Spirit inspired them to unfold God’s plan, and the Spirit 

addressed their questions. 
 

1.  A moment ago we talked about the job description of a prophet; 

these verses also explore the role of the Holy Spirit.  Specifically, the 

Spirit’s part in the inspiration of Scripture. 

 

a. Peter says that Spirit indwelt the prophets & was the source of 

their message. 

 

b. Notice in the middle of v. 11, the Spirit was residing within the 

prophets.  As they preached & wrote & predicted, it was in fact 

the Spirit who predicted within them. 

 

c. Yet inspiration is not robotics; the writers weren’t detached or 

passive.  This idea of the inspiration was an important theme 

for Peter.  Turn with me to2 Peter1:20-21. 

 

i. V. 21 Scriptures’ message is not man’s idea; it’s God’s 

truth. 

 

ii. But the expression moved by the Holy Spirit is intriguing. 

 

iii. It’s rooted in the picture of the wind filling the sail of a 

ship. 

1. The wind fills the sails & pushes the ship. 

 

2. The wind guides the ship as the sail is trimmed & 

turned. 

 

3. Yet nothing much happens apart from the vessel’s 

rigging & its crew. 

 

4. Wind & vessel & crew are needed to reach you 

destination. 
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d. The OT prophets dug into their own messages; they knew the 

writings of the prophets that preceded them; they sometimes 

even knew the writings of their contemporaries; and Peter let’s 

us know they had serious questions about what they wrote & 

heard & read. 

i. The Holy Spirit had caught them up in the process of 

inspiration, and they wanted to know how the Spirit’s 

message applied to their own lives. 

 

ii. As we’ve said, they wanted to know when. 

 

e. And the Spirit within them answered them:  He inspired their 

message and then He showed them that the promise of their 

message was for future generations & for all the nations.  For 

you! 

  

2. How would Peter explain the identity of the Holy Spirit? 

 

a. In v. 11 the apostle refers to the Spirit as the Spirit of Christ; in 

v. 12 as the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  Don’t forget that 

Peter has already written about the 3 Persons of God (v. 2). 

 

b. First, He is the Spirit of Christ (v. 11) – in other words, the 

Spirit whom Christ promised & sent reveals & glorifies the 

Savior, not Himself. 

 

c. Second, He is the Holy Spirit sent from Heaven (v. 12). By this, 

Peter is probably calling attention back to Pentecost (Acts 2) 

and the outpouring of the Spirit & the birth of the Church. 

 

3. When the Bible reminds you that the OT prophets & the NT apostles 

& evangelists, and their message, were inspired by the Spirit of 

Christ, you are confronted with an inescapable conclusion. 

 

a. The Gospel is true, & its warnings & commands & promises 

are undeniable! 

Here is the only right response to the prophets & the Spirit:  you must obey 

the Gospel of grace ( “There is no other name given under heaven by 

which men may be saved.”)!   You must believe it … & then you must stand 

firm in it! 
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And that Gospel testimony was confirmed by the NT 

evangelists as well. 
 

V. 12 …these things have been announced to you through those who 

preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven… 

 

1.  The OT prophets served future generations.  But it was the 1
st
 century 

preaching of the Gospel that finally brought salvation to Peter’s readers. 

 

a. Peter preached to thousands on Pentecost (Acts 2). As he preached, 

God sent the Spirit & 3000  believed & were saved & then baptized. 

 

b. Paul called the Gospel message the most important sermon he’d ever 

heard or delivered (Christ crucified, buried, raised to life, witnessed by 

many). And the apostle preached that message all over the Rom Emp. 

 

c. But the preaching wasn’t just by the apostles:  the Good News of the 

suffering & glorified Messiah was preached by apostles (Peter) & 

missionaries (Mark) & deacons (Philip) & scattered saints (these 

pilgrims, & you & me).   

 

 Acts 8:4 - Therefore those who had been scattered went about 

preaching the word.  And that, friends, should still be us!   

 

 

 2.  Effective Gospel preaching (evangelism) is always, ultimately, the work 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

a. Sunday morning teaching & preaching & worship should be driven 

by the Holy Spirit, on mission from Heaven. 

 

b. Our weekday evangelism should be just the same! 

 

 

You & I enjoy the privilege of the gospel of grace.  Witnessed to by OT 

Prophets, by the Holy Spirit, and the NT apostles & evangelists. 
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And…the Holy Angels! (v. 12) 
 

1.  The prophets of old were filled with questions about the sufferings of  

     Christ & the glories to follow. 

 

2.  Myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands of holy angels  

     worship the Lamb, slain for sinful men & women like you. 

 

 In Rev 5 John would hear: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 

to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor 

and glory and blessing.” 

 

      3.The fact that the very Son of God would die for you sins fills the  with 

non-stop amazement!  They are hungry to know more…. 

 

a. The Greek word is  desire, longing; this term has 

the taste of longing so strong you can scarcely ever be satisfied. 

 

b. And they are hungry to look deeper into the gospel… 

 

4. When Peter & John ran to the tomb that first Resurrection morning, 

John outran Peter.  But he stopped at the entrance of the cave.  Afraid.  

Awed.  Marveling. 

 

a. John 20:5 says the apostle stopped, bent down, and turned to 

peer inside the empty grave. And Jesus was gloriously gone! 

 

b. Peter uses the same word for “look” here at the end of v. 12. 

 

c. The angels stand, filled with wonder at the sufferings & the 

glories of Christ, slain for fallen men & women (but not for 

fallen angels – we know of no “gospel” for fallen angels!). 

 

d. What a privilege you & I share, what a blessing:  salvation in 

Christ.  The angels still marvel, and still bend low just to look! 
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The angels’ unending longing to understand our Gospel 

privilege wraps up Peter’s long sentence about our salvation (3-

12). 
 

1.  Vv. 3-5, We’re reminded that our salvation is God’s work to begin  

with (caused us to be born again), and now He’ll keep us (w/inheritance) 

safe until the last time. 

 

2.  Vv. 6-9, Peter explains that joy is possible even in the midst of trials.  

God uses your trials to refine your faith.  Christ is still your love & your 

hope.  Joy is inexpressible & filled to the brim with glory. 

 

3.  Vv. 10-12, What a privilege to know God’s grace; to be saved by  

     Christ’s death & resurrection. 

 

 Just think about these words of our Lord (Mt 13):   

  

“Blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they 

hear.  For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men 

longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you 

hear but did not hear it.”   

 

 Amen, beloved, for the grace of hearing & seeing & believing! 

 

  

 

…pray… 
 


