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T H E  B O O K  O F  

1 CORINTHIANS
Contentious Cliques!

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 : 1 0 - 1 7

O X F O R D  D I C T I O N A R Y

“
“A clique is a small group of people, 

with shared interests or other features 
in common, who spend time together 
and do not readily allow others to join 

them.”

G O R D O N  D .  F E E

““… this opening issue is the most crucial in the 
letter, not because their ‘quarrels’ were the most 
significant error in the church, but because the 

nature of this particular strife had as its root cause 
their false theology, which had exchanged the 

theology of the cross for a false triumphalism that 
went beyond, or excluded, the cross.”
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“For there is no respect of persons with God.”

R o m .  2 : 1 1

The Fundamental Problem: Division -
1:10-12

A.

“So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and everyone 
members one of another.”

R o m .  1 2 : 5
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“For by one Spirit were we all baptized into one body...”

1  C o r.  1 2 : 1 3

The Fundamental Problem: Division - 1:10-12
A.

1. The Desire for Unity (v.10)

T H O M A S  C O N S TA B L E

““By exhorting his readers ‘by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ’ Paul was putting what he was 

about to say on the highest level of authority.  This is the 
tenth reference to Jesus Christ in the first ten verses of the 

epistle.  Clearly Paul was focusing the attention of his 
audience on Christ, who alone deserves the preeminence.  
The Corinthians were to regard what he was about to say 

to them as coming from the Lord Himself.”
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The Fundamental Problem: Division - 1:10-12
A.

1. The Desire for Unity (v.10)

2. The Development of Disunity (vs.11-12)

The Fundamental Principle: Unity - 1:13-
17

B.

“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.”

E p h .  4 : 3

11

12

13



2/24/2024

5

The Fundamental Principle: Unity - 1:13-17
B.

1. Unity Is Destroyed by Being Sectarian (vs.13-16)

“One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”

E p h .  4 : 5

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.”

2  C o r.  4 : 7
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The Fundamental Principle: Unity - 1:13-17
B.

1. Unity Is Destroyed by Being Sectarian (vs.13-16)

2. Unity Is Defended by Being Single-Minded (v.17)

“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 

themselves.”

P h i l .  2 : 3

17

18


