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The Acts of the Apostles

Sermon Number: 22 Acts 14:1 – 28 October 16, 2011

Strategic Evangelism

The reason I call this message “Strategic Evangelism” is because Paul has a
strategy to proclaim that Jesus of Nazareth is the promised Messiah of the OT
Scriptures. And not only Paul, but also James and Peter.

The apostles take an OT Scripture passage that was understood by the Jewish
rabbis to have its fulfillment in a restoration of national Israel [Israel according to
the flesh], and give its NT meaning as being fulfilled in Christ and His Church.

E.g., in our lesson from Acts 13, we saw that when Paul and Barnabus were in
Antioch in Pisidia:

“There were a couple of visitors in the synagogue that day, apparently visitors
from the home country who might bring them some encouraging news. When
invited to speak, Paul stood up and said….
[Pay attention to this! The news that Paul brought to these people must have been
the most astounding thing any Jewish congregation had ever heard. Listen!]”

Acts 13:26-33

26 "Men and brethren, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who
fear God, to you the word of this salvation has been sent. 27 For those who dwell in
Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him, nor even the voices of
the Prophets which are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him.
28 And though they found no cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He
should be put to death. 29 Now when they had fulfilled all that was written
concerning Him, they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb. 30 But
God raised Him from the dead. 31 He was seen for many days by those who came up
with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people. 32 And we
declare to you glad tidings — that promise which was made to the fathers. 33 God
has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus….

“The resurrection of Jesus from the dead was declared to be the fulfillment of what
God had promised to Abraham, Israel, and David. Here we have these people still
waiting for the fulfillment of what God had promised Israel, and the apostle came
and told them the absolutely startling news that it had already been fulfilled.”
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At the end of chapter 13, the apostles were driven out of Antioch in Pisidia [13:50],
and they came to Iconium. The apostles did not give up; they just went to another
place and preached the Gospel.

Paul’s strategy was to visit the capital cities in the various provinces in the Roman
Empire. Most of the people of the provinces would be in the larger cities and Paul
would go there and establish churches.

So Paul and Barnabus traveled about 90 miles to the east to Iconium.

In Iconium

Acts 14:1-7
Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such
a way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the unbelieving
Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 3 So
they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to
the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 4 But
the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with the
apostles. 5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their
rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, 6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra
and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, 7 and there they
continued to preach the gospel.

For a few years after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, when the Gospel
was preached to the Jews, there had been much success. The Holy Spirit was
working and even a great many of the priests believed.

Acts 6:7
And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the

disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests
became obedient to the faith.

Now in Iconium both Jews and Greeks believed.

When the essence of the Gospel began to be understood, that God makes no
distinction between Jew and Gentile in the matter of justification, the unbelieving
Jews rejected the message and stirred up opposition.
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The essence of the Gospel is that justification is by grace through faith alone. That
faith must be in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Anything that you add to faith
in the sufficient atonement of Jesus for sin, such as ethnicity and obedience to
ordinances will condemn you to hell! That faith is not faith in Christ alone!

That was the very issue that Paul, Peter, James, and the apostles faced with the
unbelieving Jews. The unbelieving Jews believed that God justified them because
they were Jews. And when they heard that the Gentiles were as much in the eternal
purpose of God they were enraged.

So here in Acts 14 when both Jews and Greeks believed, the Jews stirred up the
people and wanted to drive Paul and Barnabus out of town before they did more
damage, “… poisoned their minds.…”

Paul and Barnabus learn of a plot to attack and stone them. Wisdom led them to
flee from Iconium and go to Lystra. It would serve no good purpose at this time for
them to become victims of a mob.

In Lystra
Acts 14:8-20

8 Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled
from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking
intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well, 10 said in a loud voice,
"Stand upright on your feet." And he sprang up and began walking. 11 And when the
crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, "The
gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!" 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and
Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose
temple was at the entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and
wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul
heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, 15

"Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and
we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God,
who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16 In past
generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he did not
leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and
fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness." 18 Even with these
words they scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them.

19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But when
the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next
day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.
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The province of Lycaonia [wolf-land] was a rough wilderness and the people were
known for their crudeness.

There is no synagogue listed in the city of Lystra and since the only opposition to
the Gospel at this time was from the Jews from Antioch and Iconium, it is highly
likely that Paul dealt with Gentile audiences there.

One day while Paul was preaching with Barnabus close by, he took notice of a
cripple sitting there and listening to him. Paul saw in his eyes that the man had
faith. Immediately Paul stopped preaching, turned to the cripple, and in a loud
voice, commanded him to stand up!

There was no hesitation; the man sprang up and began walking! He was crippled
from birth and had never learned to walk as a child. He just leaped up and walked!

While the crowd was astonished, they misunderstood what was happening. They
were talking in the Lycaonian language and said their gods had healed the man.
But the missionaries did not understand the Lycaonian language and did not know
what the people were saying until the pagan priest began to make a sacrifice.

The best way for me to explain what is going on here is to refer to the “Pulpit
Commentary” on these verses.

Verse 11. - In the speech of Lycaonia. It is not known what the language of
Lycaonia was, whether Cappadocian, or Celtic, or Lycian; but we learn incidentally
from Stephanus Byzantinus, that there was a Lycaonian language, for he tells us
that Delbia (as some write the name Derbe) was the Lycaonian for, a juniper tree
or berry. … The Lycaoniaus doubtless understood Greek as the language of
intercommunication all over Roman Asia, but among themselves would speak their
native dialect. The belief that the gods were come down in the likeness of men,
and that these gods were Jupiter and Hermes, or Mercury, ….

Verse 12. - For the Latin Jupiter and Mercury the Greek original has Zeus and
Hermes. Jupiter is … the Latin form of Zeus. Mercury is Hermes in his special
character as the god of markets and trade. But the Lycaonians here thought of him
in his principal character of herald and messenger of the gods, and hence the god
of eloquence and speech.
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Verse 13. - The priest of Jupiter [Zeus]. … The gates; viz. of the city. The
temple was just outside the gates; the lame man, it is likely, sat inside near the
gates through which men were passing in and out. Paul and Barnabas would address
the -people in the square or open space inside the gates. Seeing a stir at the gates,
and hearing that it was the priest of Jupiter coming with oxen and garlands to
sacrifice to them, they immediately ran forward to prevent it. The ox was the
proper sacrifice for Jupiter.

(from The Pulpit Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 2001 by Biblesoft)

When Paul understood what was being done, that the people were worshipping him
and Barnabus, he ran among the crowd and cried out that they were only men and
not gods! We bring you good news that you should turn from these vain things to a
living God!

Knowing his audience Paul took the occasion and preached to them the true and
living God; the Creator of heaven and earth and the sea and everything in it.

16 In past generations he allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he
did not leave himself without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven
and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness."

This is a truth that Paul writes to the church at Rome; God always has a witness.

Romans 1:19-20
19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it

to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the
things that have been made. So they are without excuse. ESV

Psalm 19:1-3
The Heavens declare the glory of God,

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.

3 There is no speech, nor are there words,
whose voice is not heard.

18 Even with these words they scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to
them.

Superstitious religious people are not easily turned to the truth. Of course, only the
power of the Holy Spirit can move a sin-darkened mind to see the truth as it is in
Christ Jesus.
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But their religious zeal was redirected by the unbelieving Jews. In one moment
they are willing to worship these men as gods and the next moment they try to
stone Paul to death.

19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But when
the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next
day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.

The story of Paul includes many near-death events. He recites them in:

2 Cor 11:21-31
But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare

to boast of that. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they
offspring of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I
am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with
countless beatings, and often near death. 24 Five times I received at the hands of
the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was
stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on
frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own
people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger
at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless
night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28 And, apart
from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the
churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not
indignant?

30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31 The God and
Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.
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Once I was stoned.

As Paul was being battered to the ground by the stones he must have remembered
another stoning that he witnessed. Was he going to die like Stephen?

Acts 7:54-8:1
54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their

teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory
of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, "Behold, I see
the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." 57 But
they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together* at him.
58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down
their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning
Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 And falling to his knees he
cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." And when he
had said this, he fell asleep.

8 And Saul approved of his execution.

But God wasn’t finished with Paul:

20 But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and
on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe.

The Lord gave Paul the strength to continue.
Paul returns to Lystra and the next day he goes to Derbe.

Systematic Follow-Up
Acts 14:21-25

21 When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples,
they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of
the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 23 And when they had appointed elders
for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in
whom they had believed.

24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 And when they had
spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia,

Luke doesn’t give all the details of Paul’s first missionary journey. Paul is having
success by the power of the Holy Spirit, “… had made many disciples.” Now
instead of returning directly home by a shorter route to Antioch they retrace their
visits to Lystra and Iconium, and then to Antioch.
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Paul knew nothing of the “God’s Best for you Now” foolishness preached by the
famous preacher of the “Prosperity Gospel.”

What is the truth?
22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith,
and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.

Elders
Without going into a discussion of the most Scriptural leadership model for a New
Testament local church suffice it to say that there are several references to a
plurality of elders in each local church.

23 And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and
fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

Paul had established the plurality form of leadership in at least three churches.
They continue on to Perga and stopped in the port of Attalia before sailing on to
Antioch.

Responsible Missionaries
Acts 14:26-28

26 and from there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the
grace of God for the work that they had fulfilled. 27 And when they arrived and
gathered the church together, they declared all that God had done with them, and
how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they remained no little time
with the disciples.

We believe that missionaries must be accountable to a local church. Free-lancing
evangelists have to account to no one and this can lead to serious problems.

So the missionaries give a report to the church that had sent them out about two
years earlier.

This was Paul’s first missionary journey. The apostles preached the Gospel in the
provinces of Cyprus, Pamphylia, and Galatia.

At least four churches were started: Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe.
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In this first missionary journey:
1) John Mark deserted the apostles;
2) Saul is now called Paul;
3) Paul becomes the leader;
4) We have recorded sermons of Paul;
5) We see the strategy of the missionaries – the Jews first.

They followed up on their work in the Gospel.

If the Lord so wills in our next study we will look how the apostles deal with the
issue of Gentiles and Jews together in the church.
What must a Gentile do in order to become a Christian?

Think back on what has been presented this morning.

Are you certain that your sin has been covered by the blood of Jesus Christ?
Repent and believe in the Gospel.


