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First Corinthians 1 Corinthians 11 October 16, 2011
Study 09

THE CHURCH AT WORSHIP

There are two public worship issues involved in today’s lesson in Chapter 11:

1) First, is that of women covering their heads during worship is complex and not
easyly understood;

2) Second, is the proper motive while observing the Lord’s Supper and is fairly
straightforward.

What comes to mind when you hear the word “worship?”

For some religious people it is difficult to glorify God and not think of self.
This was the problem at Corinth.

1. TRANSITIONAL COMMENTS 1-2
1 Cor 11:1

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. ESV

Was Paul being conceited in vs. 1?

2 Now I commend you because you remember me in everything and maintain the
traditions even as I delivered them to you.

Not all traditions are wrong! (2)

Paul praises the church in that they were generally obedient to the precepts
{traditions} that he had passed on to them. Before the New Testament was
completed the church received oral tradition of the apostles.
[Cf. vs. 23; 15:2; 2 Thess 2:15].

The oral tradition had the same authority as the written word. It is safe to assume
that the tradition intended to survive was later incorporated into the NT writings.
An abuse of this principle is found in verse 34.
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2. PRAYING AND PROPHESYING
a) The Interrelationship of Man and Woman 3-10

3 But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife
is her husband, and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies
with his head covered dishonors his head, 5 but every wife who prays or prophesies
with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is the same as if her head were
shaven. 6 For if a wife will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But
since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover
her head. 7 For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of
God, but woman is the glory of man. 8 For man was not made from woman, but woman
from man. 9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. 10 That is why a
wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.

It is apparent that the church at Corinth was beset with chaos in its public worship.
There was much confusion over the gifts of the Spirit.
There seemed to be all sorts of rivalries between men and women.
{This passage deals with public worship, not the privacy of home}.

What is the application to VPBC?
What are our notions of equality?

Verse 3

What is the “head” of something?
A “head waiter,” the CEO is the “head” of a company.
Are you inferior to the head? No, but there is an order?
Is Christ inferior to God?
No, Christ is God, but God the Father is the head of Christ.

Both woman and man are human, but the man is the head of the woman.
There is a definite administrative order in the universe.

Whether or not a man is a Christian, Christ is still his head! And in some sense
every woman, in the creation order, is under the headship of man.

The women in our day ought to accept this if they can remember that even Christ
Himself was subject to God the Father. Christ is the Mediator and He must mediate
to a higher authority. So in the creation order God has set man over the woman.
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Verse 4
Men and women were prophesying; a man with his head covered was a disgrace;
the man with his head covered was wearing a symbol of subjection to the woman.

Verse 5
This verse does not allow for women to preach in public; it states what the
situation was in Corinth. A given woman may have more insight into the
Scriptures than a given man but they are not allowed to teach adult men.

1 Tim 2:12-14
12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather,

she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not
deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor.

Commentary
1 Corinthians 11:5

[But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered,
dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven.] Whatever
may be the meaning of praying and prophesying, in respect to the man, they have
precisely the same meaning in respect to the woman. So that some women at least,
as well as some men, might speak to others to edification, and exhortation, and
comfort. And this kind of prophesying or teaching was predicted by Joel, Joel 2:28,
and referred to by Peter, Acts 2:17. And had there not been such gifts bestowed on
women, the prophecy could not have had its fulfillment. The only difference
marked by the apostle was, the man had his head uncovered, because he was the
representative of Christ; the woman had hers covered, because she was placed by
the order of God in a state of subjection to the man, and because it was a custom,
both among the Greeks and Romans, and among the Jews an express law, that no
woman should be seen abroad without a veil. This was, and is, a common custom
through all the east, and none but public prostitutes go without veils. And if a
woman should appear in public without a veil, she would dishonour her head-her
husband. And she must appear like to those women who had their hair shorn off as
the punishment of whoredom, or adultery.

(from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright © 1996, 2003, 2005, 2006 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)

Verse 6
If the woman wants to be uncovered then let her go all the way and shave her head.
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Verse 7
The man ought not to cover his head else he hides his place in the order of
creation. The woman should have her head covered for the respect of man, out of
and for whom she was created.

All of this grows out of the order in creation; woman made from man; but man is
born of woman.

Verses 8-9
The facts of creation cannot be changed. Man was formed by God but the woman
was formed from man. Man was not created for her; but she was created for him.
[Cf. Gen 2:18]

Verse 10
The woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head.

“… because of the angels.”

God’s angels are always present when Christians meet for worship. Care should be
taken not to offend them. A woman uncovered is a sign of rejection of the created
order and a disregard for their place in creation.

There is a lot about this that we may not fully understand, but the creation order of
things is very clear!

Should we instruct our women to cover their head in the worship service?
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b) The Interdependence of Man and Woman 11-16
Cf. Gal 3:28; Eph 5:21-33

1 Cor 11:11-16
11 Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of

woman; 12 for as woman was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And all
things are from God. 13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a wife to pray to God
with her head uncovered? 14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears
long hair it is a disgrace for him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For
her hair is given to her for a covering. 16 If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we
have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. ESV

Verse 11
This is the restraint place on man; he is not to treat the woman as inferior. The
reason is because man and woman are not complete; one without the other.

Verse 12
As the woman was formed out of the man, even so the man is now born of woman.
Man and woman are both from God; they need each other and they both need God.

Verse 13-15
Long hair/short hair? What is Paul saying? In this part of the world at that time
women had longer hair than men. Since this was “natural” women should have
further covering over her head.

“Nature” here means a sense of what is natural. [Edwards]
“Long hair was a disgrace to man because it is a contradiction of his manliness,
whereas it is the glory of a woman.” [Findley]

What is the answer?
Cultural mode for that day?
How to apply to us?

Whatever you decide keep in mind the order of creation is not open for debate!

Verse 16
Paul does not wish to discuss this further with the man who is contentious and
would dispute his instruction. Paul is simply making a distinction between the
sexes and I honestly do not know how to apply this to VPBC.
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3. THE LORD’S SUPPER
a) The Improper Observance of the Lord’s Supper 17-22; 27-32

1 Cor 11:17-22
17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you

come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place,
when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you.
And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those
who are genuine among you may be recognized. 20 When you come together, it is
not the Lord's Supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his
own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to
eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have
nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.

Verse 17
In the passage on the head being uncovered or covered Paul is correcting an error
that did not seem to require rebuke. But now Paul says that what they were doing
was doing more harm than good.

Verse 18
In the first place … Paul continues through 14:40 but there is no “second” place?

More about divisions ... Over preachers and now over class.
Some were rich and some were poor; what other ways are there to separate?
Jewish converts separate from Gentiles; some putting a certain gift of the Spirit
over others with another gift?

You can see why Paul wrote chapter 13, the “love” chapter.

… and I partly believe it. Paul didn’t want to believe what he had been told.

Verse 19
Divisions over matters of personal preference, if not checked, will lead to more
serious divisions over doctrine. There will arise false doctrines, heresies, and it will
become more hurtful to the church. The Second Epistle bears out this concern.

But still there is a purpose fulfilled in these factions {heresies} in that genuine
believers will be made known.
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Verse 20
The factions in the church are so serious that when the church meets for the Lord’s
Supper, it is not the Lord’s Supper that is eaten.

Verse 21
The abuse of the agape-feast was marred by selfishness. One goes ahead with his
own meal and does not share it with someone who is hungry.
And even worse some are getting drunk!
Selfishness and drunkenness at what is supposed to be the Lord’s Table!

Verse 22
Do not the rich have homes in which to eat and get drunk? They are shaming the
poor and Paul cannot praise them for this behavior. [Cf. James 1:9-10; 2:3-9]

b) The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 23-26; 33-34

1 Cor 11:23-26
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus

on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks,
he broke it, and said, "This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of
me." 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me." 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord's death until he comes. ESV

Verse 23
This is the tradition received by Paul from the original witnesses and as an apostle,
had received from the ascended Lord.

With all of your divisions try to remember the solemnity of the occasion.
On the night that Jesus was betrayed!

Verse 24
The words of the prayer are not given, no doubt, to guard against the type of
“formula” that leads to abuse and the superstition of the “mass.”

What is the meaning of the Lord’s Supper?

What are the elements; the bread and the wine?
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What happens to the bread and the wine?
Roman Catholic (transubstantiation; actual change of substance);
Lutheran (consubstantiation; presence along with);
Baptist (no change in substance; symbolic)

The visible presence of the Lord Jesus makes it impossible for those present to
imagine that the bread is His literal body. The bread is a symbol of His body.
Remember Jesus and what He has done in His death on the cross.

Verse 25
In like manner He took the cup….

Jesus makes the Mosaic covenant “old” when He refers to His death as the New
Covenant. Cf. Jeremiah 31:31-34

Jer 31:31-34
31 "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant
that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their
husband, declares the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother,
saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more." ESV

The shedding of blood was necessary under both covenants. In the old covenant
the sacrifices continued because the blood of animals could not take away sin. In
Christ there is real and final atonement for the sins of His people.
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Hebrews has a commentary on Jeremiah.

Heb 9:15-10:18
15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called

may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that
redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For
where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17

For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who
made it is alive. 18 Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without
blood. 19 For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to
all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool
and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, "This is
the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you." 21 And in the same way he
sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22

Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with
these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of
the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of Godi on
our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the
holy places every year with blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to
suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is,l he has appeared
once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And
just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second
time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

10 For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the

true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are
continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise,
would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been
cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sin? 3 But in these sacrifices
there is a reminder of sin every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and
goats to take away sins.

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,

"Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,

but a body have you prepared for me;
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.

7 Then I said, 'Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.'"
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8 When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the
law), 9 then he added, "Behold, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first
in order to establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all
time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting
from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,

16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them

after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws on their hearts,
and write them on their minds,"

17 then he adds,

"I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more."
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. ESV

Verse 26
Paul rebukes the church for the irreverent manner in which they were celebrating
the Lord’s Supper and reminds them of the solemnity of the service.

… until He comes….

This memorial service is to continue from the time of its institution until the Lord
Jesus returns. When you properly celebrate the Lord’s Supper you remember and
anticipate.

1 Cor 11:27-32
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an

unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a
person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment
on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But
if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by
the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the
world. ESV
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Verse 27
Paul warns the Corinthians that to approach the Lord’s Table in such a careless and
profane manner meant they shared the guilt of those who carried out the actual
crucifixion.

“This verse condemns the Roman Catholic practice of withholding the cup from
the laity. How could anyone be guilty of drinking the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner if the cup were not given to him?”

[Boettner, Roman Catholicism, p 236]
Verse 28
Let a man be sure that he has the proper view of the purpose of the ordinance, and
whether or not he has the proper attitude towards it. Does he thankfully remember
the Lord’s death, why He died, that he trusts in Christ alone, and that he looks for
His return.

There are four kinds of people considered for the Lord’s Supper:

1. Those that don’t come and should not come. Unregenerate, unbelievers are not invited
to the Lord’s Supper. Those who are spiritually dead are invited to come to Christ. You
do not get to Christ through the ordinances but by grace through faith alone.

2. Those that don’t come but should come. Repentant, but ignorant of the purpose of the
Lord’s Supper. You will never be “good enough” to come.

3. Those that come but should not come. Unregenerate, but believe they are saved. In
rebellion to Christ but afraid of what men will think of them.
Unsaved children just to pacify them.
Those who think they are “good enough.”

4. Those that come and should come. They are described in Romans 5:1-11. They were
ungodly, lost sinners, enemies of God, who find their righteousness only in the Lord

Jesus Christ.

Verse 29
Self-examination is necessary because the man who fails to discern the meaning of
this meal drinks to his own judgment [not condemnation].

Verse 30
The chastisement of the Lord may include illness and even death. Not every,
illness or death is a direct chastisement, but here Paul says that some are.
Ananias and Sapphira come to mind.
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Verse 31
If we properly discern our motives and repent of sin it will not be necessary for
others to judge us; and God will not find reason to judge us either.

Verse 32
If the Lord chastens us, with illness or even death, we will not face the
condemnation of the lost world.

1 Cor 11:33-34
33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another— 34 if
anyone is hungry, let him eat at home—so that when you come together it will not be
for judgment. About the other things I will give directions when I come. ESV

Verse 33

Wait until everyone is properly assembled. The Lord’s Supper is not a full meal.
Some ate in cliques and some ate ahead of the rest.

Verse 34
If you are too hungry to wait on the others, then eat at home.

There were matters that were not as urgent as the proper conduct of the Lord’s
Supper that could be left until Paul came to Corinth.

We cannot know what Paul intended to deal with but this text is used by the
Roman Church to justify her “unwritten apostolic traditions.”


