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The Choice of a New Generation|Deuteronomy 
The God Who Speaks 
Deuteronomy 4.1-9, 32-39 
10.15.17 
 

"Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to perform, so that you 

may live and go in and take possession of the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you.  
2
 "You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep 

the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.  
3
 "Your eyes have seen what the LORD 

has done in the case of Baal-peor, for all the men who followed Baal-peor, the LORD your God has 

destroyed them from among you.  
4
 "But you who held fast to the LORD your God are alive today, every 

one of you.  
5
 "See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my God commanded me, 

that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it.  
6
 "So keep and do them, for that 

is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, 

'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.'  
7
 "For what great nation is there that has a 

god so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him?  
8
 "Or what great nation is there that 

has statutes and judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today?  
 

9
 "Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things which your 

eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of your life; but make them known to 

your sons and your grandsons. 

 

"Indeed, ask now concerning the former days which were before you, since the day that God created man 

on the earth, and inquire from one end of the heavens to the other. Has anything been done like this great 

thing, or has anything been heard like it?  
33

 "Has any people heard the voice of God speaking from the 

midst of the fire, as you have heard it, and survived?  
34

 "Or has a god tried to go to take for himself a 

nation from within another nation by trials, by signs and wonders and by war and by a mighty hand and 

by an outstretched arm and by great terrors, as the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?   

 
 

35
 "To you it was shown that you might know that the LORD, He is God; there is no other besides Him.   

 
 

36
 "Out of the heavens He let you hear His voice to discipline you; and on earth He let you see His great fire, 

and you heard His words from the midst of the fire.  
37

 "Because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose 

their descendants after them. And He personally brought you from Egypt by His great power,  
38

 driving 

out from before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in and to give you their land for 

an inheritance, as it is today.   

 
 

39
 "Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the 

earth below; there is no other. 

 
We JUST started a series on The Fifth Book of Moses, The Book of Deuteronomy. That LONG 

word means “second law” i.e. the “Exodus generation” who were saved from slavery in Egypt 

then refused to trust God and now the second generation is charged with entering the Land of 

Canaan…to receive what God had promised their ancestors…BUT they need instruction…a 

second law.  
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Before they go INTO the “good land” (8.7ff) they have to receive TORAH… That word is often 

understood as LAW but it’s really closer to instruction. Deuteronomy is the 

instruction/Torah…meant to inform and shape the choice of a new generation…in the Good 

Land. 

 

A lot of writers on Deuteronomy use another big word and that is “paradigmatic”. That is Moses 

the preacher points to certain events and people and places that have to be remembered 

because they illustrate huge themes…things about God…things about us…They define things 

with more than words. 

 

Last week Moses used that kind of illustration…that central revolt in the story of the Exodus 

generation…when they flatly denied the good intentions of God for them…concluded: “God 

hates us and is going to destroy us…” (1.27) THAT’S a paradigmatic event – perfectly illustrates 

THĒ recurring flaw in the human heart – refusal to trust in God’s goodness. 

 

In the same way, TODAY’S passage points to other archetypal or illustrative events…AND the 

passage IS ITSELF a model…for spiritual teaching. This is how the Bible so often functions. It 

rehearses events. It reduces those events to teachings/lessons. AND it then calls us to respond 

to those ideas…to practice.  

 

So…if you want to use the Bible…to grow…to be enriched and changed: rehearse…reduce (to a 

teaching) and respond - rehearse/reduce/respond. 

The events that Moses, the preacher wants to rehearse for this new generation are some of the 

big milestones from their history. 

 

For instance, Moses will say that God actually spoke to this people. At Horeb, at Mt. Sinai God 

spoke – this nation, this people of Abraham heard God speak. “He gave you instructions for life – 

statutes and judgments and commandments.” God spoke. 

 

Then Moses will again bring up a classic, defining event for them…He’ll point to the situation at 

Baal Peor (v.3): “your eyes have seen what the LORD has done in the case of Baal Peor” – see it 

was a “case” as in “case-study” – a paradigmatic event (Num 25) that you can go back to…highly 

significant. 

 

In that event, some Israelite men began to “play the harlot with the daughters of Moab.” (Num 

25.1) Not only did they intermarry (forbidden) but they learned WHY it was forbidden: because 

they started to worship the Moabite gods (later in Israel’s history they would join their pagan 

neighbors in the practice of child sacrifice) AND God responds VERY plainly at Baal Peor – people 

die.  

 

And Moses uses this event (as a paradigm) to illustrate what happens when God’s word comes 

and is then ignored. 
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Then Moses will reference OTHER events. In the second section (v. 32) he’ll say, “Scan ALL of 

human history from the very start – the creation of humanity and see if YOUR national 

experience has ANY parallel…has ANY other nation (v. 33) “Has any people heard the voice of 

God speaking from the midst of the fire, as you have heard it, and survived?” 

 

“Does this happen every day…this experience that I had when YHWH spoke to me from the 

burning bush and spoke to US from Mt. Sinai? IN FACT HAS IT EVER HAPPENED…IN ALL OF 

HUMAN HISTORY? NO!” 

 

See this is a defining event – God spoke to YOU as a nation…. unique in the entire story of 

humanity. 

 

And then (v 34) Moses, the preacher, puts yet another question: "Or has a god tried to take for 

himself a nation from within another nation by trials, by signs and wonders and by war and by a 

mighty hand and by an outstretched arm and by great terrors, as the LORD your God did for you 

in Egypt before your eyes?” Has this EVER happened in all of human history… You know: it’s 

unprecedented. 

 

 

 

And notice that there are six questions here (7-8, 32-33) – “(32) Has anything been done like 

this? Has any people? Has any god?” Why the questions? It’s because God wants them to 

reflect, to analyze these events, to rehearse their history and draw some conclusions. He wants 

them to reduce these events to a truth, a teaching…AND what is the takeaway idea…after 

Question… Question… Question… Question…? 

 

Well, you see it in v. 35,  "To you it was shown SO THAT you might know that the LORD, He is 

God; there is no other besides Him.” 

 

That’s the big teaching…the big idea…the inescapable conclusion that emerges from these 

defining events. God stepped into human history when He called Abraham and said, “I will make 

YOU a great nation…you will be MY nation…and in YOU will all the families of the earth be 

blessed.” 

 

I AM the only true and living God and YOU are My unique people…I chose YOU…and I spoke to 

YOU and I am instructing YOU SO THAT you will know Me… and SO THAT all the other nations 

who are groping in the dark… SO THAT all the nations will look at YOU following My instruction 

and say, “'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 

 

Abraham’s people are UNIQUE because their God is UNIQUE… BTW, unique means “ONLY”. We 

misuse the word all the time and it ignores the basic definition of the word. It makes no sense to 
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say, “Wow! This restaurant is VERY unique…” The word means ONLY (see the first two letters 

“un---”). There are NO DEGREES of only-ness – something is either one of a kind or NOT. We can 

say, “Wow! This restaurant is very different…special…” It could even be unique…but there’s NO 

SUCH THING AS VERY UNIQUE. 

 

And the conclusion is “I am the God of Abraham – I am ONE…unique…all the gods of the nations 

are NO GODS AT ALL… They haven’t spoken…They haven’t stepped in to history and shown 

themselves ‘by signs and wonders and by war and by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm 

and by great terrors..’”  

 

Well then what ARE the gods of the nations…the other religions…? 

 

And the answer is: they are all human speculations. They are our best guess. They are our 

inventions. 

 

The God of Abraham’s people IS the only True and Living God…the God who ACTS IN HUMAN 

HISTORY, the God who speaks. The events reduce to that idea. 

 

And this is exactly what Christians are saying. We are asking the same questions are we survey 

world history and “what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our 

God…?” 

 

See…out of Abraham’s line…One of Abraham’s descendants appeared on the stage of world 

history, in TIME AND SPACE… YHWH…the UNIQUE God who is not invented…NOT A GUESS…not 

a human theory … not OUR attempt to figure out how the universe works…but the God who 

speaks…the UNIQUE GOD who called Abraham…the God who spoke to Moses from the burning 

bush…the Ground of All Being… who identifies Himself as “I AM”…who spoke from Mt Sinai…so 

that the whole mountain QUAKED…who brought His people OUT OF SLAVERY and into freedom 

by the display of power… THAT GOD WHO WAS NEAR TO ISRAEL…He eventually came even 

nearer. 

 

He not only came near to human beings…He BECAME a human Being. He entered time and 

space… the infinite, eternal, unchangeable Spirit became physical. AND in Jesus Christ, Israel’s 

God accomplished a NEW EXODUS… 

 

The God who spoke from Sinai is the same One who said, “Come to Me, all who are weary and 

heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”  (Mat 11.28)  

 

The God who speaks expressed Himself in a Word that was FLESH (John 1.14)…became 

touchable (1 John 1.1-3)… “For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the 

LORD our God…?” Jesus Christ is Immanuel, “God with us.” He is God come down to us – to end 

the speculation…He is the ONLY God who showed up. 
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Now what this meant for the ancient people of God is pretty much what it means for the 

MODERN PEOPLE of God. If you are attached to Him, YOU ARE HOLY. He is the unique God who 

acts and speaks like NO OTHER…and YOU…are HIS UNIQUE PEOPLE – everyone claimed by Jesus 

Christ. 

 

As Moses could speak to that second generation as if THEY themselves had heard God speak 

from Sinai (even though none of them were even alive those 40 years ago) so I can speak to 

YOU…as if YOU WERE THERE AT THE CROSS and THERE at that empty tomb. 

 

You too are set free by a New Exodus – the new and great paradigmatic event when God 

INCARNATE, the Word made flesh, became the final Passover Lamb. 

 

And now YOU are spared…freed from guilt…no condemnation! You are innocent because YOUR 

sins were attributed to Him…and YOU ARE RIGHTEOUS in the sight of God because the perfect 

obedience of Jesus Christ has been credited to YOU. 

 

He calls US to go into the Land…into the World (our neighborhoods and workplaces and family 

gatherings) and to live in a new and living way (Heb 10.20; Rom 6.4, 7.6) …to keep His 

commands NOT so that we can earn His favor but because WE ALREADY HAVE IT! It’s given to us 

as a gift and received by TRUST. 

 

“YOU are chosen”, says God to the believer in Jesus Christ… “YOU are chosen to choose…to live 

in the eternal NOW…” (Did you see the first word in the whole passage!) “NOW…” that I have 

chosen YOU…NOW you choose My way…in the home and in the marketplace…the way you 

order your family…the way you handle your singleness…your marriage… “for that is your 

wisdom in the sight of the peoples… and they will conclude 'Surely this great nation is a wise and 

understanding people.'” 

 

“Look at those fools wasting their lives …visiting nursing homes…and teaching English to 

immigrants – WHY ON EARTH would they do that? …Unless…uh…unless THEY know something I 

don’t…maybe I should ask them…” 

 

And what we know is – that we are great sinners, claimed by the God who speaks…the Word 

become flesh…who lived and died and rose to make us His. 

 

Even though we’re weak and often failing, our neighbors and coworkers can observe our lives 

and give us occasion to “give a reason for the hope that is within (us) yet with gentleness and 

reverence…” (1Pet 3.15) 

 

We are NOT better than anyone…we did NOT figure out God…HE CAME TO US…and we heard 

His irresistible voice…and we believed. 
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Maybe YOU are hearing the God who speaks…Maybe you're becoming convinced that Jesus 

Christ is indeed “God with us.” If you are coming to believe that God came near in Jesus Christ 

and lived, died and rose from the dead FOR YOU…why not welcome Him into your life…receive 

forgiveness and new life and new purpose…and tell someone here before you leave today. 

 


