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I. Introduction.

Il. Saul massacresthe priests of Nob. 22:6-23

A. Saul holdsaroyal pity party. v. 6-8
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Saul sitswith hisroyal entourage. v. 6-7a 14:2

Hereminds hisfellow tribesmen of the spoils (earmarks) they receive from his
administration. v. 7b

He has become the corrupt king about whom Samuel warned. 8:11-18 Pr. 29:12
Though Saul seemsto have all of the power, he remainsfearful and insecure. 18:29
In his paranoia Saul accuses his closest advisors of conspiracy. v. 8

Saul feels sorry for himself. v. 8b

Saul fitsthe pattern of the typical angry abuser. Pr. 22:24 29:22

Saul isfrustrated because heisfighting God by trying to destroy the LORD’s
anointed (which makes Saul like antichrist).

B. Doeg the Edomite siezes his opportunity to gain the king' sfavor. v. 9-10
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Hereportshow Ahimelech the priest helped David. v. 9-10 21:1-9
Doeg leaves out the fact that Ahimelech thought David was serving Saul. 21:2

C. Saul summons Ahimelech thepriest. v. 11-15
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Ahimelech comeswillingly. v. 11-12
Saul accuses Ahimelech of treason and conspiracy. v. 13
Ahimilech makes hisdefense. v. 14-15

D. Saul executes Ahimelech, the other priests, and all the people of Nob. v. 16-19
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Saul, in stark violation of God’s law, pronouncesthe death sentence upon
Ahimlelech and hishousehold. v. 16 Deut. 17:6 24:16

Saul actsjust likethetyrannical kings of the other nations. 8:5 Dt. 17:14-20
Saul’s servants are unwilling to kill the priests of the LORD. v. 17 Acts5:29

The Edomite Doeg ismore than willing to murder the LORD’spriests. v. 18

Saul bringsthetotal destruction (haram) he was supposed to upon the Amalekites
upon theinnocent city of Nob. v. 19 15:1ff Deut. 20:13ff

Saul, who was supposed to be Israel’ sdeliverer, has become their destroyer —in
contrast to David who continuesto deliver Israel. 23:1ff Rev. 13:7 Dan. 7:21
Tyrants still violate justice and wage war on their own people.

E. Onepriest, Abiathar, escapes and fleesto David. v. 20-23
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Thisisone of several casesin which one special person issaved from a mad
murderer. Ex. 2:1ff 11 Ki. 11:1ff Mt. 2: 13ff

2. David humbly takesresponsibility for hispart in thistragedy. v. 22
3.

David promisesto protect Abiathar who becomes a key man for him. 23:6,9 30:7
Il Sam. 8:17

Our chapter endswith the contrast between Saul, the destroyer of the priesthood,
and David who preservesit from extinction in Israel.

I11. Application: What is God doing in the midst of evil?

A. Why does God allow injustice and suffering? lsa. 45:7
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Shouldn’t Ahimelech have been blessed for blessing God’ s anointed? Gen. 12:3
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What about all of the faithful martyrsthroughout history?

In our day it often seemsthat the bad guys have all the power and are getting by
with murder. | Jo. 2:18

Those who associate with Jesus Christ are at risk of winding up like Ahimalech.
Acts 7:54ff 12:1ff 11 Tim. 3:12

We have no right to question God’ s goodness or sovereignty. Ro. 9:19ff 11:33ff

B. God worksout His sovereign and good purpose, in spite of evildoers.
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Saul’s evil action fulfilled a previous prophecy against Eli’shouse. 2:31-36 4: 11ff

| Ki. 2: 26ff

Joseph acknowledged that the evil done by his brotherswas used by God for good.
Gen. 50:20

The most wicked act in human history, the crucifixion of the son of God, was
according to God’ s perfect and gracious plan. Acts2:23

Our sovereign God isworking His good purpose through everything which
happensin your life. Ro. 8:28

C. Intheend the LORD bringsjustice by punishing the evildoers and vindicating those
who arerighteous. Psalm 52 iswritten by David in connection with these events.
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David complains about the wickedness of arrogant evildoerslike Doeg. Ps. 52:1-4
The LORD will utterly destroy the wicked in theend. Ps. 52:5-7 2:4 Ro. 12:19
Therighteous will be ultimately be established in the LORD’ s covenant faithfulness
forever. v.8-9

4. God will bring justice to the wicked who oppress His people. Rev. 6:10
5.
6. When you face injustice pray the Psalms.

Our ultimate hopeisnot in thislife, but in thelifeto come. Js. 5:1ff 11 Co. 4:7ff

IV. Conclusion: Where do we see Christ in thistragic passage?
A. God hasentered into our suffering and has subjected Himself to the full extent of evil
for our sakes. Mark 14:32ff 15:33ff Isa. 53 Jo. 1: 1ff
B. By suffering evil and injustice Christ has ensured the elimination of evil and injustice.
C. Jesus hasbeen vindicated through theresurrection. Acts 2: 24ff
D. Wecan fleeto Jesusand find safety. v. 23 Ps. 57:1 Rev. 21

Discussion guestions

1. In what ways does Saul violate God’slaw in histreatment of Ahimelech?

2. In what waysis Saul like antichrist?

3. What contrasts are brought out between David and Saul in this passage?

4. Name some tyrants like Saul throughout history and today.

5. Why doesthe LORD deliver David, but not Ahimalech? John 21:18-23

6. How could a victim of injustice and tyranny find comfort in praying Psalm 527?

7. 1sit wrongto pray for God to judge the wicked?

8. What would you say to someone who claimsthey can’t believein God because of all of the
evil in theworld?

9. How does this passage point usto Christ?



