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So the Gospel of Matthew, Matthew 19 and we will be reading verses 3 through 12. The 
title of the message is "What Jesus Said About Divorce." We are several messages into 
the 7th Commandment. We're in a longer series on the Ten Commandments and we have 
been on the 7th Commandment which is, "Thou shalt not commit adultery." The last two 
messages in the series we dealt with the matter of lust, especially from the New 
Testament, the book of Ephesians, and today the Lord has brought us to this passage 
about marriage and divorce. 

So Matthew 19:3, "The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him," or that is, testing 
him, right? "And saying unto him, Is it lawful," or legal, "for a man to put away his wife 
for every cause?" or any cause. "And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, 
that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this
cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain 
shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder. They say unto him, Why did Moses then 
command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them, 
Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered," or that is, allowed you, he never 
commanded it, is what our Lord very clearly is asserting here. He did not command you 
to do it, he allowed, he suffered, he "allowed you to put away your wives: but from the 
beginning it was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it
be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her 
which is put away doth commit adultery. His disciples say unto him, If the case of the 
man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry. But he said unto them, All men cannot 
receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. For there are some eunuchs, which 
were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made 
eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the 
kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it."

Well, it is the case that we live in a society, in an age, where divorce and remarriage of 
course, but those two things go together, divorce and remarriage, have so infiltrated their 
way into our society's mindset and consciousness with the result that there is a great 
amount of cultural acceptance and tolerance for divorce and remarriage. I have in front of
me, I'm not seeking to make much of this this morning, but what I believe are official 
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divorce statistics from the last complete year, 2015, current divorce statistics in America 
is estimated at 50%. There are a few nuances to this and they break this down in a 
number of particular ways. For first marriages, divorce rates are 45-50%, that is 45-50% 
of marriages end in divorce. For second and third marriages, what do you think, do the 
rates go up or down? Just curious as far as what you think. They go up. For second 
marriages, 60-70% of those second marriages end in divorce. And it doesn't get better 
from there. For third marriages, 70-73% of marriages end in divorce.

Now, there is a lot that can be said that with the proliferation of divorce and remarriage, 
that what kind of effect this actually has on our society as this is a relatively dated study; 
this is something that was put together by a ministry site called "Peacemaker Ministries," 
and much of this is adapted from an article published by the Heritage Foundation I 
believe around the year 2000, so we're already a few years behind here. But there's a 
statistic within the dates of 1935 and 1998: in 1935, there were 16 divorces for each 100 
marriages; by 1998, the number had risen to 51 divorces per 100 marriages. And of 
course, these are not statistics in a vacuum. As noted or as any of us are aware of and can 
imagine, over 1 million children will experience their parents getting divorced each year 
and over 8 million children currently live with a divorced single parent. To add to that, 
the combined effect of divorce and out-of-wedlock childbearing means that more than 
half of America's children will spend all or part of their childhood living in a single 
parent, divorced or remarried family and this shows that 42% of children aged 14-18 live 
– do you hear that – only 42% of children aged 14-18 live in a first marriage family, 
generally an intact, two parent, married family with biological parents.

Now, I also want to mention before we go any further, to think again that this is a trend in
the last, what we're really talking about, the last 40-50 years and it continues to climb and
to become even more and more common and frequent, the mounting evidence in the 
annals of scientific journals details it's the plight of the children of divorce and clearly 
indicates not only that divorce has lasting effects but that these effects spill over into 
every aspect of life, such as the following: children whose parents have divorced are 
increasingly the victims of abuse and neglect. Now, when I cite these observations and 
analyses, it doesn't mean it applies to every single family that has undergone a divorce. 
That's not the point, right? But these are observations from how the spiking and an 
increasing of divorce rates is affecting our society as a whole.

They exhibit more health problems as well as behavioral and emotional problems and are 
involved more frequently in crime and drug abuse and have higher rates of suicide. 
Children of divorced parents more frequently demonstrate a diminished learning 
capacity, performing more poorly than their peers from intact two parent families in 
reading, spelling and math. They also are more likely to repeat a grade and to have higher
dropout rates and lower rates of college education. The last point: divorce generally 
reduces the income of the child's primary household and seriously diminishes the 
potential of every member of the household to accumulate wealth. For families that were 
not poor before the divorce, the drop in income can be as much as 50%. Moreover, 
decline in income is inter-generational since children whose parents divorce are likely to 
earn less as adults than children raised in intact families.
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Now, I went over this this morning as a sampling of how the society and age in which we
live is suffering currently at this present time in history, the effects and adverse 
consequences of divorce and remarriage as well. Now, this is a passage that among a lot 
of us as believers and I referenced this a second ago, that this is often referred to as the 
passage about divorce. Now, there is some merit to that. As we read through the passage, 
contextually speaking, that was the setting. The Pharisees had taken this particular time 
as an occasion to somewhat grill or test this rabbi from Nazareth, Jesus, about his view on
divorce and as much as it's somewhat of a hot-button topic and issue among the 
evangelical church today, it was a much batted around, debated topic among Judaism in 
Jesus' day. The rabbis were not all agreed with regards to whether divorce was ever 
permissible or if it was, under what circumstances it could be permissible. And if you dig 
deep into the historical documentation on this, it's very clear that the views on divorce 
and remarriage within Judaism in Jesus' day varied from the fact that it was never 
permissible or only permissible under cases of marital infidelity, or it could be admissible
or permissible rather, for an offense that would seem as slight to us as the wife burning 
the morning biscuits. I lie not. It's in the documentation that those were cited as grounds 
for divorce.

So it is not small insignificant reference and inclusion where Matthew in the writing of 
his Gospel says that the Pharisees come to him and they ask this question. Some of you 
are smiling. Did you have burned biscuits this morning? Or a burned English muffin? 
Anyway, okay, we could really digress here. We could, but the point here is the question 
that the Pharisees raise, "Is it legal," and pay attention to the careful wording here, "Is it 
legal for a man to put away his wife for any cause, any reason?" And so they want to 
know where he stands but the Bible is very clear here that they are testing him, they are 
baiting him. They know he cannot give an answer that satisfies everybody, right? It's 
almost like the moderators for these political debates, you know, sometimes it's just really
clear that they're just trying...they ask a question in a particular way where they know the 
candidate is going to alienate himself from some major voting block, right? Well, that's 
part of the motivation here but it also represents the great difference of opinion and 
diversity of positions that the Jews had.

Now, so it was a big issue and they want to know, right? What about divorce and 
remarriage? And so Jesus does give an answer. He gives a bottom line answer and for 
that reason a lot of us to this day, we look at the passage almost with the same sentiment 
and attitude with which the Pharisees came to Jesus with the question in the first place, 
that is, "Okay, tell us the bottom line. Is divorce ever permissible? And if somebody gets 
divorced can they get remarried? And under what circumstances? And we want to know 
that." And the way Jesus answers this and this is so critically important for us, the way he
gives the answer, now he does answer them but he gives them a whole lot more than that.
Part of what Jesus says about divorce is him telling us what we really need to know about
marriage and that is so critical and that's why this finds it's way into our discussion of the 
commandment, "Thou shalt not commit adultery." 
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So the statistics I just cited to you, they let us know or they remind us how much the 
whole institution of marriage is being reconsidered, reevaluated. Young people look at 
the divorce rates, right, and this is common in our post-modern world and society, that 
they say, "Well, what's the point?" If marriage in some cases more than half of the 
population ends up in failure, misery and strife and discord for almost everybody 
involved, what's the next question? And this is not brain surgery, what's the next 
question? This is not Ph.D. sociology level. Young people want to know, "Why even 
bother?" Right? And for a good 25-30 years, let's be honest with ourselves, a lot of young
people haven't even been bothering, right? And I don't say that lightly. I don't say it with 
a chuckle but we are well into this culturally about people on a broad scale concluding 
that marriage has outlived its relevance or appropriateness and usefulness. Well, what do 
you think about that?

Now, what Jesus says about this whole subject tells us that, wait a minute. This whole 
thing of marriage, marriage as a social institution, was not established by any other 
human being. This goes all the way back to the inception of us as a human race. It is the 
case. Marriage is his design. Some of you think I'm getting warmed up for Saturday 
afternoon, right? Maybe that's what our Brother Ken is thinking. Well, you know, 
practice makes perfect so maybe you'll hear some of this again on Saturday. We do 
encourage you to as much as you can and as much you're available to join our brother in 
rejoicing with him by attending the wedding coming up this Saturday afternoon at 2 in 
North Billerica. But the reminder here is that marriage is God's design. The same person 
that designed us in our humanity also invented and designed marriage.

Now, that doesn't mean that in our fallen state marriage is not fraught with great potential
for difficulties, right? And not an uncommon scenario, a man and his wife go to see a 
pastor or a Christian counselor and the counselor says, he addresses the man and says, 
"Colossians 3 says that husbands should not be bitter against their wives. That means you
need to forgive your wife." And the man responds quite curtly and says, "Hey, you need 
to mind your own business. It's not your place to tell me how to run my marriage." What 
do you say about that? For any husband or any wife to exhibit that kind of attitude about 
their marriage relationship totally misses the point. Marriage is not about us living in a 
way where we enter into this partnership with this other person so that we accomplish our
own life agenda. That's not what it's about at all. It's about recognizing that God is the 
original designer and he has critical...his design includes critical specifications, intents 
and purposes. It's all laid out in his revealed will in Scripture very clearly.

So before we close our time together today, I want us to go over real simply, I think these
are basic points and principles but they're critical to our understanding of marriage and 
therefore understanding what the Bible says about divorce as well. So, first of all, what 
did Jesus say about marriage here? Remember that they're asking the question about 
divorce and what does he say in verse 5? He says in verse 4, "Have ye not read." Now, 
this was an indictment. Don't miss that. He says, "What? Did you miss this? I mean, you 
people, the Pharisees, you're supposed to be well-versed in the Old Testament, in the law.
You didn't get this?" 
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He says, "Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male 
and female," verse 5, "And said," that is, God said at the time of our creation, "For this 
cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain," 
or that is, the two of them, "shall become one flesh?" Now, what is the essence of 
marriage? What is, what we say is the primary gist of why we have marriage? I hope for 
those of us that are married, these are questions we've answered but, you know, it never 
hurts to get kind of a reclarification, especially from the divine source here in Scripture. 
And what is it that a man and woman are actually doing when they stand up in the front 
of that church and they get married, as we say? So strip everything else away, take 
everything else away, the trappings, the reception. I'm all for all that stuff, by the way, so 
you females out there, don't accuse me of not having full appreciation for the full beauty 
of a wedding ceremony and event. However, those things are not the core of what 
marriage is, of course, and so what is the gist? What is the essence of marriage?

You could answer it this way with another question: if I ask you what is a doctor and I 
suppose for a younger person, they might say, "Well, a doctor is a man or a woman that 
wears a white coat," right? Because for their experience, that's what they've observed, 
right? What would you say to that? Is that true? No. Is that true as far as what the essence
of a doctor is? Is that the most basic definition of who a doctor is? And of course, the 
answer is no. A person who wears a white coat can be a doctor, yes, but so could a lot of 
other people: a barber, I think they can wear white coats; a pharmacist maybe. No, he 
may wear a white coat but you can be a doctor and not wear a white coat and that's not at 
the essence of it. 

Common answers for what is the gist of marriage and this really is part of our popular 
culture and oftentimes what people are just led to believe and conclude. A lot of people 
think the essence of marriage is this affection that they have for each other, this feeling of
love and affection, and I'm not down, believe me, trust me, right? I'm not down on love 
and affection. It needs to be part of the mix for sure when it comes to the marriage 
relationship. It should be and it should be part of why two people actually get married to 
begin with. But is that the essence of marriage? And I would say no. You can have love 
and affection for your dog. I know that sounds terrible but it's true, right? But you're not 
going to marry your dog or Fluffy the cat, for that matter. You can't boil down marriage 
to that.  

For some people it's more of a traditional mindset, is that the essence of marriage is 
procreation, that is, making babies, and what do you think about that? Is that the essence 
of marriage? The answer is no. Now, that's part and we're going to get to this in a little 
bit, it's part of God's clearly specified intent for what happens as a result of the marriage 
bond, but no, and the truth is that rabbits and rats, I mean let's be honest, they do a really 
good job at this whole procreation thing. I mean, you know, I'm not going to go into a lot 
of details and some of you already are really smirking at me. But they do and, of course, 
the question that begs to be answered is: is that marriage? No. On a much more sobering 
note, there are many humans that procreate in almost somewhat similar fashion and the 
truth is marriage is no part of the equation whatsoever. So obviously that's not the 
essence of it.
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What is the answer? What is Jesus' answer? He's quizzed about divorce and he says, 
"Well, I'm going to give you the answer that you're looking for about divorce but I cannot
answer your specific question until I tell you what you're totally missing the boat on 
about marriage." And he's saying this in verse 5, he says, "For this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother, and shall," do what? This is the key operative word, he shall do 
what? "Cleave to his wife." He shall be united. He will make a commitment in order to 
stick with this woman that he is being married to. The answer is that marriage at its core, 
at its primary essence is a covenant. Some of you knew this but you just needed a little 
refresher, right? This is what marriage is. It really is.

Go ahead and turn with me to Ezekiel 16:8. Ezekiel comes right after Jeremiah. Chapter 
16, verse 8, and this is this story that God is telling through the prophet about God's 
relationship with Israel and it's told in somewhat parable form. But God says about Israel 
and he's describing in spiritual terms God's marrying of Israel as his bride. In verse 8 he 
says, this is Ezekiel 16, "Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy 
time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: 
yea, I sware unto thee," what's the swearing? It's an oath. It's the uttering of a covenant. 
"Yea, I sware unto thee and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and 
thou becamest mine." What is God saying to Israel? "I made a covenant with you. I said a
vow to you and you became my," what? Say it with me: my wife. That is the point here 
and it's a very clear cross-reference. The essence of marriage is to make this commitment 
to the person that you are marrying.

I remember weeks before I was about to marry my wife and I had a part-time job at the 
time as well, and this is, what, 17 ½ years ago or so, and the people I worked with were 
largely unbelievers, some of them even as somewhat younger people, late 20s, early 30s, 
had already found marriage to be, I'm sorry to say it, a miserable experience for them. 
And they found out I was getting married and there was a group of us in the room and, 
oh, my word, right? There was just this hum of all these negative comments that people 
had about marriage and I'm like, "Wow. I didn't ask for any of this. What's these people's 
problems?" Of course, I could give you a social commentary on where all that stuff was 
coming from, but one younger man in the middle of all that came over to me after the 
room cleared out and he said, "Don't listen to any of that." Of course, my sentiment was, 
"Well, don't worry. I'm working at not." And he said, "You know what marriage is all 
about. Most people say it's about affection and about a feeling, about falling in love." He 
said, "It's about commitment." And he was right. He was positively absolutely right.

I don't, well, I had the privilege quite a bit and it's something that's recurred even most 
recently, I had the opportunity to offer premarital counseling to couples in our church that
are approaching marriage and getting ready to be married. And I'll tell you, to hear a 
young man really say this of his own volition, we had gone over a lot of this kind of thing
already but as he read assignments and really contemplating these things, he says, "You 
know, marriage includes being physically, emotionally, and in every way attracted to the 
one you're about to be married to but the essence of it, it's not about feelings, it's an act of
the will." And I'll tell you, I've got to be honest with you, preparing two people for 
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marriage and to hear the man say that, you know, I want to stand up and give him a round
of applause and thank the Lord for his grace in putting that in his heart, teaching him, 
revealing to him that that's right, that is what marriage is. But we're going over this, even 
to the risk of perhaps belaboring the point, because this is diametrically opposed to what 
our world, what our culture says about marriage.

If you attend the wedding this coming weekend or at any time you see two people getting
married and what it is they're doing, every now and then when a couple prepares to get 
married and I'm sure that in many ways this is not a terrible thing, but every so often a 
couple will say to the minister, the pastor that's going to marry them, and this is well 
ahead before the marriage, they'll say, "You know, what we would like to do is write our 
own vows. We would like to write those out and then those will be the vows we actually 
recite and say to each other in the ceremony." Doesn't that sound great? I actually, part of 
me would applaud them for wanting to have that personal touch, but what's the down side
to that? Oftentimes, most of the time when they come back with their own personally 
written vows, it's all focused on a confession of love and care and desire to be with this 
person. And you're like, "Well, what's wrong with that?" No, there's nothing wrong with 
that at all but that's not the essence of the act of being married to somebody. The 
traditional vows serve us well because they make it very clear and front-and-center that 
the young woman and young man and in some cases, they're not as young, right? But that
man and that woman are essentially making a promise to each other before God and 
before all of these witnesses. The minister says something like this, "Will you have this 
woman to be married to and will you be faithful to her? Will you devote yourself fully to 
her?" And what is the right answer to that? I was trying to help you out with emphasis 
here. The right and how I was taught to do wedding vows is that you make everything of 
that word "will." 

Somewhere in our culture with wedding vows, the expression, "I do," came into play. I 
prefer strongly the, "I will," because it emphasizes the whole nature of what they're doing
up there in making a covenant to one another. They're saying, "Yes, I have all these 
feelings and I am drawn to you. Yes, this is so true but what I'm doing now, I'm making a
promise for the future. I will forever stay with you and I am committing myself fully to a 
future life of love and faithfulness and devotion to you." That is the essence of marriage. 
It is a covenant and it's what a man and woman are doing on that platform on that 
wedding day, is not all about the present. It's a commitment in the present with regards to 
the future and you're submitting or surrendering rather, your control of how you have 
lived your life as a single person all up until that point and you're relinquishing that, 
you're allowing for God to dictate the control of your future in regards to your 
commitment to this woman or this man that you're coming to covenant your life to.

Now, that's the essence of marriage. I hope we didn't miss the answer to that question, 
right? What is it? It's a covenant, right? The essence of marriage is a covenant. Secondly, 
what is the purpose of marriage? Look with me in verse 5. Jesus said, "For this cause 
shall a man leave father and mother." I think some translations have "therefore." Another 
helpful rendering would be "for this reason." And you have here what's alluded to as the 
purpose. Now, this is not exactly the same as what we looked at with regard to the 
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essence of marriage, what it is people are doing when they get married and what marriage
really signifies in this commitment, but this has the idea of what's the purpose? What is it 
supposed to accomplish in the lives of these two people getting married? And there's a 
critical wording here in verse 5. He says, "For this reason or this cause." Well, what is 
that pointing us back to? Obviously it's verse 4. He says, "Have you not read," in verse 4, 
look with me, Matthew 19:4, "that he which made them at the beginning made them male
and female." Okay, so how does that answer the question? What are we getting at here? 
Jesus says, "It's for this reason that a man and woman leave their respective families and 
they come to form a union with one another and a new family," right? And he says, "It's 
for this reason." What reason? 

Now, obviously Jesus is quoting what God the Father said in Genesis 2 with regards to 
the very first marriage in humanity, Adam and Eve, and I'd like to take you back there 
now, Genesis 2:18 and following. So what Jesus quotes in Matthew 19:4 is he made them
male and female, and this is expounded upon in Genesis 2 and we see it, first of all, in 
verse 18. God had made two of every species of animal and throughout the creation 
narrative, the telling of the creation story, it's given to us with real emphasis and color 
and drama. After every section of creation, God says what about what he made? He says, 
"It is good." And you know, to say that about anything, is that very literally in the use of 
the Latin, it's what we call a benediction, to pronounce good about something. He says, 
"It is good." And he says that about every aspect of creation until we get to verse 18 and 
we see God saying, you know, it's not a benediction, it's the opposite.

It says, verse 18, "the LORD God said, It is not good," it is not good, "that the man 
should be alone; I will make him an help meet," or that is a helper suitable, "for him. And
out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the 
air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam 
called every living creature, that was the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all 
cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was 
not found an help meet for him." We'll stop our reading there. So this is given to us with 
great drama, right? Mr. Hippopotamus has, you know, Mrs. Hippopotamus there. And of 
course, on and on the story goes. The elephant, the tiger, they've all got mates and Adam 
is looking around and like, "Well, something's kind of off about this picture," right? And 
of course, God pronounces, it's not a benediction, what is it? What's the opposite of a 
benediction? For God to say about something, "No, this is not good," what was God 
essentially saying? "I'm not done yet," right? "There is more that needs to be done to 
complete my good and full order for man to be complete," and it's the fact that he looks 
down and says, "It's not good for man to be alone." We call it a what? Ever use this word 
before? A malediction. Mal or malevolent, right? It means something that's not good or 
even evil. Evil is not the point here but God says, "No, this is not good." So God does 
what it takes to complete man by creating woman.

So we see here that God makes woman to complete him and what the woman becomes, 
the man and woman become to each other, they are covenant partners. And what was 
Adam's response after God creates woman? It says in verse 21, "And the LORD God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and 
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closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from 
man, made he a woman," yes, "and brought her unto the man. And Adam said, This is 
now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she 
was taken out of Man." Now as we read that, do you notice the ring to it? This is the first 
lines of poetry ever uttered by a human being and it's in response to this glorious 
presence that's now in the first man's life. He's blown away by this. Wow, right? You 
know, it's not far from the sentiment of a young man finding the missing piece to his life, 
the missing person, the person that his heart is firmly set on and he wants to marry this 
woman.

I think about this and I'm looking straight down the middle of our auditorium and I see 
Ken and I see special resonance in his face when we read the Scripture here, "God says 
it's not good for man to stay alone." And then even more than that, that's only part of the 
picture, the rest of the picture is when God brings that person into your life and it 
brightens you, it gives you radiance and all the more color and thrill for life and enjoying 
life with somebody and it's this response. And I've got to be honest with you, I'm not 
quite as good of a man as Adam was in this respect, poetry is not something, you can ask 
my wife, she'll vouch for this. Poetry is not something that just finds its way pouring out 
of me in expressing my love and my devotion for my wife. I do seek to express it but 
poetry is just not where it's at for me. Anybody out there, poetry is your thing? 

Well, Adam is an example here that in whatever way comes natural, it has to come out, 
this amazement and it really is something, but the thing that we're getting at here and we 
see this summed up in verse 24, God says this, "Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh." So what he's 
saying here, "They come together." What is the purpose of marriage? Over the years in 
counseling as well as doing marriage ceremonies, I've often cited a multiple or a number 
of purposes that we see in Scripture for marriage. I do believe there is one primary 
purpose or objective that really really rises as the chief one and what is it?

(??) Well, that's one of them. I don't believe that's the chief one, but the primary purpose 
is what God really underscores right here in Genesis 2. Let's not miss what we have here 
plainly. Man is what? Prior to Eve coming into his life, Adam is what? He's alone. So 
God creates and designs somebody to make it so that, and this is not Einstein level, right?
God does something so that he's not alone anymore. He has a companion. The primary 
chief purpose for marriage is companionship, or rather I would say, deep friendship really
is the case and I challenge you to examine that and to consider that deeply.

That's the primary thing that met Adam's great need. God says it was a need. It's not good
for him to stay that way and so he provides somebody so that he's no longer alone. He has
somebody to live all of life with and beside his side, and we see this in verse 24. Again he
says, "This is the whole point, that a man leaves his family behind, his father and mother 
and siblings, and he cleaves completely to this person so that he lives the rest of his life 
with this companion with him and they go through all of life together." The purpose, the 
primary purpose, and I challenge you to show Scripture to me to dispute this at all, the 
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purpose of marriage ultimately is friendship. Now there are other purposes that fall under 
that. I agree. 

And this underscores a couple of things. We're not going to get all the way through the 
Matthew 19 passage, especially about divorce and remarriage, we'll have to revisit it for 
next week, but when it comes to this matter of friendship and I'm especially thinking of 
our single people in the church now, a lot of us as married folks, we can relate to this 
when we were single, but the culture in which we live, a supercharged visually oriented 
age in which we live, right? So many times, young people and singles in general, when 
they're contemplating a future mate, what are they thinking about? That's a dangerous 
question, isn't it? What becomes their priorities? Remember those college days and you'd 
be at a social event and you know just how it goes, right? The young men are looking 
around at the décor and color of the carpet, right? You know, they're really taken... No, 
they're looking at all the young women there, right? And invariably they're like, "You 
know, I'm really focused on the whole idea of somebody that will really become a true 
friend. Somebody I can really build a genuine friendship with." And my tongue is firmly 
embedded into my cheek. No, that's not usually how it works. It isn't. They're looking for 
that attractive, physically beautiful, charming, young woman. Part of it is human nature 
and a lot of it is our culture as well. 

So the point here is that it's completely reversed. If the premise according to what God 
clearly says in Scripture, if the premise of marriage, the foundation of marriage is the 
establishment and maintaining of this rock-solid and yet at the same time fulfilling 
completely open, entirely open friendship between these two people, then why in the 
world are we putting all of the priority on the physical and on the outward? Now, I was 
young once, as I tried to just allude to, and it is part of our nature. Attraction is important 
and is needed but we also need to rethink and recalibrate our whole idea of what a lasting 
attraction is truly to be comprised of. We have it upside down. We have it reversed. 

A couple of other things about this. If it's all about friendship and this also goes out to our
singles as well, this underscores the reality and this is something that we hold to, I think, 
as a code or standard of behavior in most of our churches and I think it's rightful that we 
do, that when our concern when young people get married is that they marry a what? A 
human? Good start. Yes, they should definitely marry a human. They should marry a 
what? A Christian, right? What about that? Why is that such a big deal? I think it's very 
important that we emphasize that, that we establish that as a priority, but why? Why is it 
such an issue? And that's because of this whole matter of friendship; that the marriage 
relationship is such that two people come together and the goal is that they come together
in order to share everything about themselves with each other. And let me tell you very 
frankly, a Christian cannot do that with an unbeliever. He can't, and especially can't share
their devotion to Christ, share what the Lord is showing them in his word, without fear of
really being smirked at or even laughed at, right? Are you following me on this? So it is 
all important and it underscores the whole purpose and reason for marriage is this 
relationship, an entirely open and complete relationship.
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Now, don't worry, I've got one last word of application for all us married folks. If that's 
God's purpose for our marriages, true friendship, deep deep friendship and genuine 
companionship, then how are we doing on that score? My wife is smiling at me. I hope to
take that as a message of some kind of approval. How are we doing? I mean, this is an all 
important question. The truth is that I think early on in our marriages, we're all excited 
about this relationship, right? I mean, we are, but things happen, don't they? I mean, we 
could get a loud round of amens on that but don't bother. Things happen and we may at 
one point in the relationship, we try to open up ourselves, we try to divulge something 
that we have never gotten the muster to tell anybody else, and perhaps we were met with 
indifference from our spouse. Do you know how that feels? And we're like, "Well, you 
know..." Or even disdain. Or maybe sometimes it leaves just an inability to relate or 
connect with what we were saying. And let's be honest, an experience like that can kind 
of shut us down from being more open, but God has given you a life and covenant partner
so that that relationship, that by means of you becoming so fully and totally open with 
each other. I mean, should spouses have secrets from each other? I just throw that out 
there. I want you to answer it internally. Should they? Should they have secrets from each
other over the long haul, 25, 30, 35 years of marriage? No. They shouldn't.

And I want to exhort you today as we close, that what Jesus is saying here in seeking to 
answer the question about divorce, he is exhorting us about what marriage is to be. It's 
this permanent union, but it's also this deep and open union. For most of us, we know 
fully that we need to get back on the right track of pursuing real friendship in our 
marriages. What does that mean for you? It means you stopping yourself from putting 
everything else as a higher priority to your relationship, your friendship with your spouse;
that you stop yourself from putting your commitment to the children always above and 
beyond your commitment to your spouse, to your wife. So what the Lord is calling us to 
is in many cases something far beyond, far deeper, but far more fulfilling than what we 
have realized before.

Let's all close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for your Scripture. We thank you for your design and we 
acknowledge you hearkening us back to live up to your design. And Lord, we realize 
today that we cannot do it in our own strength, in our own energy, but because of your 
and Christ's undying, unconditional love for us and as we come to cherish that love and 
live in the full confidence and assurance of Jesus' love for us, we can in turn be 
conformed into givers of that unconditional love to our spouses. Lord, we ask you to call 
us and enable us to do that. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.
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