
The Head Covering of 1Corinthians chapter 11, vss 1-16 

The issue of the head covering comes up from time to time in a church necessarily because the subject is 
found in the Word of God.  1 Corinthians, chapter 11, and verses 1-16 is the only place where this 
covering is discussed. 
  
First of all, to whom does the covering apply? This subject applies to both the man and the woman. It is 
amazing how many emphasize the woman’s head covering to the exclusion of any consideration of the 
man. This doctrine concerns both the man and the woman.  (vss.5, 6)   
 
Second, what is the manner in which the Scriptures approach this covering?  The head covering is 
approached from a natural viewpoint.  Sometimes it is what is not said that can be as important as what 
is said. To the man there is no commandment for him to uncover his head – it simply says to him that he 
should not cover it. (11.7)  Again, to the woman there is no commandment for her to cover her head – 
but that she should not uncover it; (11.6)  i.e. she is to prevent being uncovered.(v.6, katakalu<ptetai, 

3ps. pres. ind. pass.)  In other words the Scripture approaches the subject of the head covering from 
what is universally understood in society.  Like marriage between a man and a woman is universally 
comprehended in nature so is their appearance.  There is need for a commandment that a man and a 
woman become married. Rather, the commandment is set against them which violate the norm. 
(Lev.18.22)  So there is no need for a commandment to a man to uncover his head or to the woman to 
cover her head.  Because this distinction is naturally understood the commandment is directed against 
them which would contradict the norm: men ought not to cover, and woman ought not to uncover.   
  
Third, the setting or environment must be understood in order to rightly apply the teaching of the head 
covering.  What is their setting?  There is nothing in Scripture which states that they are, or that they are 
not, engaged in public worship.  This cannot be proved either way.  Therefore the application of the 
head covering is naturally understood to be at all times and in all places. The setting is irrelevant to the 
issue of the head covering.  Men should not be covered wherever they go, and woman should be. 
  
Fourth, what is the covering? Is the head covering a reference to the natural hair of the head or is it 
some kind of an external device that is added, like a hat?  There is a serious difficulty is if we insist that 
the head covering is anything other than a person’s hair.  The text of 1Corinthians chapter 11 specifically 
identifies hair, and nothing else.  To introduce a covering of any other kind is to add an unknowable 
element into the argument. For example, if the covering is something other than the hair we cannot 
know what it is.  It is imposing this unknown element into this text that has resulted in an infinitude of 
opinions, strong opinions, divisive opinions on this point.  BUT OPINION IS ALL THIS IS.   
 
Men, when it comes to wearing head gear, give no thought to what they will wear for a hat: baseball, 
cowboy, skull, kippah, formal, informal.  (Again, if the head covering is not the hair, but rather some 
other added device, men should never wear anything on their heads wherever they go.) Some women 
give a lot of thought about what they will wear on their heads.  They wear dainty, little doilies, and 
others larger ones.  Some might wear hats of every size, shape, and color.  Some wear scarves on their 
heads to cover their hair.  Some insist that the covering they choose must cover all the hair.  Some insist 
that this doesn’t matter just as long as there is something, anything upon the top of the head. 
Personally, it is undeniable that there remains discussion about how a man and a woman ought to 
appear even if it is settled that hair is that covering, but adding to this the notion of an external device 
only adds to the difficulty. Instead of knowing more, we know less. 
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Last of all, let’s follow through with Paul’s argument. For the man, if being covered is a dishonor and 
having long hair is his shame, isn’t it logical to conclude that the covering refers to hair? (vss. 4, 14) So, a 
man should not cover his head with long hair.  The same reasoning stands for the woman.  If being 
uncovered dishonors her head, but long hair is a glory to her, isn’t it logical to conclude that the covering 
refers to her hair?  (vss.5, 15)  So, a woman should cover her head with long hair (i.e., longer than men 
customarily wear) Isn’t this the simplest and clearest conclusion that can be derived from this portion of 
Scripture?   
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