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For this week:  
● The Servant’s mission 49:1-13 

 
Context  

The Greater Deliverance: the Work of the Servant (49:1 - 55:13) 

The Servant's mission 49:1-13 

Nation and Servant contrasted 49:14 - 50:11 

To the faithful remnant 51:1 – 52:12 

The Servant's triumph 52:13 - 55:13 

 
● In the book of the Servant (38 - 55): How will God’s people be redeemed from captivity? 
● This section (49 - 55) describes the greater deliverance (redemption from sin) accomplished 

through the Servant. 
● The Servant’s mission: to redeem Israel and to redeem the world. 49:1-13  
● Nation and Servant Contrasted 49:14 – 50:9 
● The Servant bears the sins of all mankind. 52:13 - 53:12 
● The call to enter gladly and freely into the Servant’s salvation.  54 - 55  

○ To Zion.  54 
○ To the world.  55 

The Servant’s mission 49:1-13 

Calling and trust 49:1-6 

● Structure  
○ The second Servant Song 

○ Similar to the first 

■ In the first Servant Song, a section on Gentile need in 41:21-29 is followed by 
the appearance of the Servant in 42:1-4 

■ Here with the second Servant Song, Israel’s need climaxing in 48 is followed by 
another appearance of the Servant in 49:1-6 

○ The Servant now has a double mission: to redeem Israel, and to redeem the whole 
world. 

 
  



 

● V1-3 Ideal Israel 

○ V1a Call to listen.   
1 Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar... 

■ The Servant speaks to all peoples. 
■ Unusual in the prophets.   

■ Note that Cyrus is not mentioned.  Our attention is directed to One far greater. 

○ V1b-3 The Servant’s qualifications.   
1 ...The LORD called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 2 He made 
my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his 
quiver he hid me away. 3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”  

■ V1b Position.   

● Called me...named my name 
○ Appointed for a particular purpose. 

○ Not an afterthought  
● from the womb, from the body of my mother 

○ Re Is 7:14 Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel. 

○ Truly human 

■ V2 Preparation.   

● Mouth.  Prophetic work: declaration of the gospel.  

● Sharp sword...polished arrow. 
○ Cutting words, sharp and piercing 

○ The Servant is well prepared for all manner of fighting. 

● in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
○ Kept safe for a particular purpose. 

○ Hidden until the proper time. 

■ V3: Person.   

● You are my servant. 

○ This Servant belongs to the LORD and will be sustained in His 
work. 

● Israel.  Israel was the name of a person, then of a nation which was 
unfit, now of a Person again.  

● in whom I will be glorified. 

○ This is the true Israel; the One in whom the LORD’s glory will be 
displayed. 

○ Only place this phrase refers to something done for the LORD; 
all other places this phrase used of the LORD’s own actions. 

 
 



● V4-6 Trial, trust, tasks 

4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right 
is with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.” 5 And now the LORD says, he who formed me 
from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my strength— 6 he says: “It is too 
light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the 
preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of 
the earth.”  

○ V4a Trial and trust 

■ I have labored in vain 

● Every effort, no result. 
● Describes Jesus’ earthly ministry: surrounded by outspoken enemies 

and people who professed to believe but ended up calling for Him to be crucified. 

■ yet. Contrast. 

■ my right is with the Lord. Looking to God to determine His success or failure 
■ my recompense with my God. The LORD will determine the outcome of His 

work. 

■ As Is 41:4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice 
in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 

● In a difficult situation, He is not discouraged because He trusts in God. 

○ V5 A unique Person 

■ Contrast to v4a. 
■ Statement of the Servant’s unique qualifications. 

■ he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,  

● Born for a specific purpose. 
● Belongs to the LORD. 

● All His life was preparation for His work of bringing Israel back to the 
LORD. 

■ honored in the eyes of the Lord,  

● Declared suitable for His task 

● As at the transfiguration in Mt 17:5 ...a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.” 

■  my God has become my strength—  

● Equipped for the work.. 
■ to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him 

● First task: to redeem the LORD’s fallen people. 

● The Servant is not the nation Israel. 
 
  



 

○ V6 The double task 

■ Too light 
● Not enough 

■ Raise up. 

● Return to their former position of dignity. 
■ to bring back 

● To their God 

■ the preserved of Israel 
● Not all Israel. Only the believing remnant. 

■ a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth. 
● The true Israel will accomplish what the nation Israel was always 

intended to do. 

● Applied to Jesus by Simeon in Lk 2:29-32 “Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your 
salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

● Applied to Jesus by Paul in Acts 13:47 For so the Lord has commanded 
us, saying, “ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the 
ends of the earth.’ ” 

 
  



 

Divine confirmation and successful outcome  49:7-13 

● V7 Gentile submission.  

7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the 
nation, the servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”  

○ Thus says the Lord 

■ The LORD speaking. 

○ the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One 
■ Redemption to be accomplished through the Servant. 

■ God’s holiness maintained  
○ one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers 

■ The Servant 

■ Deeply despised and abhorred by the nation. 
● As Jn 1:9-11 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 

into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him. 

■ A lowly servant of the Jewish and Roman leaders. 
○ Kings shall see and arise;  

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;  

■ Kings...princes.  All rulers. 
■ Arise...prostrate.  

● The position of the rulers and the Servant are completely reversed. 

● Opposites indicate complete submission. 
● Completely fulfilled in the Millenium. 

○ because of the Lord 

■ What brings about the submission  
■ The LORD  

● Faithful 
● Holy 

■ The Servant 

● Chosen One 
 
  



 

● V8-9a A new covenant for Israel.   

8 Thus says the LORD: “In a time of favor I have answered you; in a day of salvation I have helped you; I 
will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate 
heritages, 9 saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’ to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’  

○ Thus says the Lord: 

■ Speaking to the Servant 

○ In a time of favor...in a day of salvation 
■ Re  Day of Jubilee Lev 25:10: And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and 

proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, 

■ As Jn 17:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 

■ Quoted by Paul in 1 Cor 6:1-2: Working together with him, then, we appeal to 
you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to 
you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation. 

○ I have answered you... I have helped you...I will keep you 
■ Prayers answered 

■ Helped in time of trouble 

■ Kept safe 
○ People...land...heritage 

■ In view is the nation Israel. 
○ I will...give you as a covenant to the people 

■ The old Mosaic covenant was given at Mount Sinai; it is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

■ The Servant Himself is to be a new  covenant for those who believe. 
○ Accomplishments  

■ to establish the land, to apportion the desolate heritages,  

● The land will once again have God’s blessing upon it. 
● The people will inherit the land formerly under God’s curse. 

■ saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’  
● Command to come out from captivity to sin 

■ (Saying) to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ 

● Command to come out of the darkness into the light. 
 
  



 

● V9-10 A flock well cared for     

9 …They shall feed along the ways; on all bare heights shall be their pasture; 10 they shall not hunger or 
thirst, neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them, for he who has pity on them will lead them, and 
by springs of water will guide them.  

○ Picture of a flock of sheep under their shepherd’s care 

■ Ample pasture in unexpected places. 
■ No hunger or thirst, 

■ Protected from wind and burning sun 

■ Led in the way they should go. 
○ As the scene in heaven described by John in Rev 7:14, 16-17  These are the ones coming 

out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For 
the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of 
living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

● V11 -12 Worldwide ingathering.   

11 And I will make all my mountains a road, and my highways shall be raised up. 12 Behold, these shall 
come from afar, and behold, these from the north and from the west, and these from the land of 
Syene.”  

○ Picture of a people on the march 
○ In place of obstacles, a highway that cannot be missed 

○ People coming from all over the earth. 

○ Location of Syene is unknown. Maybe a large area far away from ito the south and east 
of Palestine. 

● V13 Universal celebration.   

13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the LORD has 
comforted his people and will have compassion on his afflicted. 

○ All creation commanded to celebrate. 
■ Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth 

■ As Ro 8:21 the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 
○ Over what the LORD has done  

■ Has comforted: has established (once for all time) 

■ Will have compassion: show mercy (ongoing) 
  



Discussion 

We will break into three groups for discussion.  The questions are 
1. Trial and trust 49:4 

a. I have labored in vain. 
b. I have spent all my strength for nothing. 
c. My right and recompense are with my God. 

2. A new covenant  49:8 
a. A time of favor 
b. A day of salvation 

3. Celebration 49:13 
a. The Lord has comforted 
b. The Lord will have compassion 

 

Remember to worship the Lord:  (1) See  (2) Know (3) Respond 

For next week: Nation and Servant Contrasted 49:14 – 50:9 
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