Acts of the Apostles
Jesus’ Final Instructions (Part 1) (Acts 1:1-8)

Introduction 

-Luke 24 → Acts 1: Luke 24:13-53 overlaps Acts 1:1-11; describes key events during the 40 days 
 between Jesus’ crucifixion and ascension into heaven (Jesus’ resurrection; Jesus’ instruction about the 
 kingdom of God).

	-Acts 1:1-3 (opening scene): Jesus’ final instructions to the apostles before He leaves for heaven  

-The Kingdom of God is present at the first advent of Christ (Matt. 12:28; Mark 1:15; Luke 17:21) but 
 not as it will be at His second advent. 

	-In vs. 4-8 Luke dials in on two specific concerns relative to Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom of God:

  I. Jesus’ Command to Wait (vs. 4, 5) 

	-gathered with, staying with, eating with

	-Promise of the Father = Promise of the HS the apostles had heard of from Jesus (Joel 2:28-32; John 
 14:16, 26; 15:26); also spoken of by John the Baptist (Matt. 3:11; 1:8; 1:16; Mark Luke John 1:33) 




 II. Jesus’ Commission to Witness (vs. 6-8) 

	-Apostles’ Question (v. 6): some OT justification for the apostles’ expectation (Jer. 33:15, 17; Dan. 7:13, 
 14; Amos 9:11) 

	-Jesus’ reply (vs. 7, 8): 

	-Jesus commissions the apostles to be His witnesses. He was anointed (Is. 42:1; 61:1, 2; Luke 3:21, 22; 
 4:17-21) Now they will be too. Has special application to the apostles. 

Practical Lessons 

1) Steer clear of vain speculation about future events.


2) God’s plan and our perception of God’s plan are often very different things.


3) The period between the two advents of Christ is one of struggle and conflict.


4) The God of the Bible is a promise-keeping God, worthy of our complete confidence and trust.


5)  The apostolic gospel must be at the forefront of the church’s message to the world.
