
Sovereign Grace Revealed and Applied - John 10:22-30 10-17-21
During the time before Christ the mystery about Him had not yet been fully revealed. It 

was covered in shadows, shadows that indicated the good things to come. During that time God 
spoke through different means and used different types or figures to illuminate, though dimly, the 
path that led to the truth about Jesus. It wasn’t until the coming of Christ that this was uncovered, 
that the hidden mystery would now be fully revealed. In the age of expectation in the coming 
Messiah He came, but there was still another covering that lingered. Though the pinnacle of the 
revelation of God was in Christ as He was revealed in His person and work, there was still a 
covering over the minds and hearts of sinners as there always has been. This covering was 
extremely apparent in the minds and hearts of the Jewish people. The hidden mystery of God had 
been revealed in Jesus, but He was a stumbling block for them due to that covering of sin in the 
heart that blinded them. And we know that this covering showed itself in how they tried to 
establish a righteousness of their own in who they thought they were and in what they thought 
they did that would cause God to accept them. Yet the reality was, God had revealed His 
sovereign plan of redemption in the ministry of Jesus in His teachings and actions, so even more 
now, everyone was without excuse. 

As Jesus is the pinnacle of God’s revelation about Himself and His way of salvation 
every other revelation of God looks up to that pinnacle as a light that illuminates that pinnacle to 
be even brighter. The lowest light, if you will, is general revelation, which is creation itself. With 
the natural creation itself of trees, animals, and all other creation and with the creation of man 
and our conscience God has been revealed to us. This is the basic way in which every single 
human knows that God exists, yet in our unrighteousness as sinners we suppress that truth in 
many ways, which is why this general revelation will never be the means by which God saves a 
sinner. The next light that illuminates the pinnacle of God’s revelation in Jesus is special 
revelation, which is God’s Word, the Scriptures. In the Scriptures is God’s final word in Christ. It 
is in the Bible that God has spoken and revealed the person, work, and purpose of Jesus Christ 
His Son. This Word even consists of two revelations of God in it, which bring out that reality of 
the hidden mystery that was before Christ in the Old Testament, and in particular the law, and the 
revealed mystery that was during and after Christ in the writings of the New Testament. This is 
the special revelation of God that is living and active, yet in itself it doesn’t produce salvation. 
Just possessing a Bible or even knowing some of its content factually doesn’t produce salvation. 
What does produce salvation is the next light that shines the brightest upon the pinnacle of God’s 
revelation in Jesus Himself. This light is the revelation of God’s truth within the re-created heart, 
soul, mind, and will of those who come to be saved by God’s grace alone. This is what is meant 
when Paul contrasts the blinding work of the enemy in covering the gospel and contrasting that 
to God’s revelation through the gospel as a light into our hearts. He says, [READ 2 Corinthians 
4:1-6]. This light is the word of Christ, the gospel message about the person, work, and purpose 
of Christ, that God uses to reveal Christ in the minds and hearts of sinners. This is what God uses 
to stir and produce belief in the mind and heart, which then effects change in life. This is the 
context in which we should understand what God says when He says that His sheep hear His 
voice. This continued activity of God revealing Jesus through His truth in the minds and hearts 
of those saved shows itself to be real when the sheep follow their Shepherd’s voice, which is the 
voice of truth and when they live increasingly in alignment with His truth. This is all the basis 
upon which we see the crux of this next section. It centers on what these Jews said as they 



gathered around Jesus. They said to Him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Christ, tell us plainly.” Then Jesus answered, “I told you, and you do not believe.” So today as 
we go through this text we will deal with it plainly by noting, 1) The Works of Jesus: Teaching 
Truth, 2) The Works of Jesus: Effects of Truth, and 3) (Application for us) Its Effects On Us.

So first let’s take this chunk, 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 
long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, 
“I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about 
me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me.”

When Jesus says, “The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, 26 
but you do not believe,” what do you think He is referring to when He says, “works?” Do you 
think it is just the physical signs and miracles that He does? I would suggest to you that that is a 
small portion of it or a necessary application, but there is something more crucial to recognize. 
Just like how God’s work of creation is that lower light that shines on Jesus, so also these signs 
and miracles are a lower light. There is a higher light that shines brighter upon Jesus. The lower 
light shines on Jesus, but the lower light first is to shine on this higher light, which then 
combined shines even brighter on Jesus. So this higher light that Jesus is referring to is what He 
has said, what He has taught, proclaimed. Jesus is the Word, the truth incarnate, so what He 
teaches is the works He is referring to. Notice His emphasis on, “I told you” and “My sheep hear 
my voice.” His teachings about Himself are the primary works He is referring to and the use of 
that truth. So what He is getting at in this passage is that He uses His truth in the minds and 
hearts of people to bring them to know that He is the Christ. And He basically says that this truth 
has been plain to them. He has spoken clearly. So the problem is not with Him and Him being 
too obscure or philosophical or too deep. The problem is with them. They have not been given 
ears to hear His voice, His voice of truth. 

He touches on some of the content of that truth here, which has been more plainly 
explained earlier, like in John 6. But He reiterates the three main points that He has beat them 
over the head with over and over again, which is who He is, what He came to do, and what the 
work of grace looks like. We hear this when He says what He came to do, “I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish” and when He says who He is, “I and the Father are one.” 
Directly connected to this is what this grace of God is in saving people, in how He works, which 
is clearly a sovereign grace. It is the only saving grace the Bible describes. Jesus has been 
abundantly clear on all of this gospel truth. And He has been relentless in His patience to 
continue to proclaim the same truth over and over in the face of much rejection. Let us take note 
of that briefly, that Jesus is using a theological hammer to pound people with His gospel truth as 
I have just outlined, yet He doesn’t do it to puff Himself up or win an argument like some think 
theological hammers are used for today. He does it, because it is what dead people need to hear 
and He won’t stop, because He knows their need and how they get what they need. Let us not 
stop either. And let us do it from a love for souls, not a love for self. 

And as Jesus does this He keeps highlighting this work of grace. He explains many times 
over the reason why they don’t believe and the effects His truth have on those who do. Jesus 
says, “26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me.” 



What did Jesus say previously in verse 11 and 15? “I lay down my life for the sheep.” The 
reference of “them” and “they” in verses 27-29 are some of the most offensive to us sinners who 
are self-righteous by nature. They are offensive, because God tells us very plainly that there are 
some that Jesus did not come to die for. God Himself says very clearly that He gave Jesus sheep 
to die for (beginning of verse 29) and these sheep are given eternal life by Jesus (beginning of 
verse 28) and they hear His voice and follow Him (verse 27) and they will never perish nor will 
they be taken out of His hand (middle and end of verse 28). This is Grace Himself explaining His 
saving grace. And it is a sovereign grace whether we like it or not. And to deliberately and 
perpetually reject this truth is a serious danger. 

Now the truth about the hand of God that will lead us to what this means for us. Notice 
with me a couple of things from the text that are extraordinary. 

1) At the end of verse 28 Jesus says, “no one will snatch them out of my hand.” Who is 
the “my” refer to? It is Jesus. But then at the end of verse 29 Jesus says, “no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father’s hand.” Then Jesus says that He and His Father are one. What He is 
doing here is revealing again that He is not only distinct, separate from His Father, but that He is 
also one in nature with His Father. They have the same hand yet they are two different persons as 
is clear from more Scripture. Two different persons who exist at the same time. So this is where 
He is bringing these people back to His plain statements that He has said before that He is the 
Christ. These aspects that reveal Jesus to be the second person of the Trinity who is separate 
from His Father yet one with Him at the same time are seen further in how the word “hand” is 
singular. Its singularity also brings out the second thing I want to point out here that’s 
extraordinary. 

2) Who is sitting at the right hand of God right now ruling and reigning on high? It is 
Jesus. With this we can even think about the many times the Old Testament refers to the right 
arm of the Lord. Both signify the power of God in Christ. Their power is one in nature and one in 
purpose. And its purpose is achieved in the person and work of Jesus. So then with this notice the 
difference in statements, “no one will snatch them out of my hand” and “no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father’s hand.” Do you notice the difference in this second context? The first was 
how it says Jesus’ hand and then it says the Father’s hand. Now the second difference are the 
words, “no one will” and “no one is able to.” This brings out the purpose of God the Father and 
the accomplishment of Christ the Son all founded upon their omni-potency, that they are all-
powerful. God has complete power perfected in His purpose that when His sheep, that were 
ordained by Him before the foundation of the world to be His gathered people, when they are 
placed in His hand by Jesus then that means that no one can, no one has the ability to snatch 
them out, to take them out of His hand. The reason for this in the first place is, because God has 
ordained this to be. The reason why this is true in its second place, which is in its fulfillment is, 
because Jesus secured this in His perfect finished work, so that no one will snatch them out. No 
one can, because God has ordained it and no one will, because Jesus is that perfect in 
accomplishing what God ordained. This goes back to what we talked briefly about a minute ago 
and highlights once again the truth of sovereign grace, the truth that is offensive to many, and 
many professing Christians sadly. 

And this goes to its effects, the evidence and proof that Jesus is the Christ that God shines 
in the minds and hearts of those whom He saves, which is something these people are aware of, 
because this is where God uses His truth to cause men and women to truly believe it, accepting it 



with a new heart and a renewed mind, and where it then brings about change, and ongoing 
change for the rest of our lives. This is looking further into the works that Jesus does in His 
Father’s name, which is referring to God’s use of His truth in people. This is how God brings us 
to trust in Jesus alone for our salvation and know that He is the Christ. This work of grace 
translates into hearing the voice of Christ in His truth, knowing Him, and following Him, which 
is evidence of believing in Christ and possessing eternal life. Here Jesus describes that He has 
told them the truth plainly, but they do not believe. He also says that the ones who hear His voice 
and follow Him are the ones who believe, and those are the ones who know that He is the Christ, 
the one who dies for the forgiveness of sin, the Lamb of God. It’s in that great sovereign grace 
that we come to know Jesus as our Shepherd. 

Now, what can bring this reality down into very practical terms that this passage provides 
is that no one can and no one will snatch those sheep out of the hand of the Father and Son. No 
one can and no one is going to, that means that no power or will of the enemy, any of his 
demons, any other person, or the person themselves can remove them from the sure hand of God. 
Theologically this means that no true Christian will lose their salvation. They can’t and they 
won’t. Practically this means that anything that happens during the life of salvation from being 
born again to entering into glory through physical death, anything that happens, cannot result in 
causing that person to perish, which perishing means eternal death. If this is true and we truly are 
in His hand then everything that passes through His hand that may effect our lives is for His 
greater sovereign purpose. As King Nebuchadnezzar found out and said in Daniel 4:34-35, “At 
the end of the days, I Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, 
and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; all the 
inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the 
host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can restrain, destroy, smite his 
hand or say to him, ‘What have you done?’”

What does this mean more specifically for those who are His sheep? What is more 
application for us? 

Take depression. Depression is a legitimate struggle for so many people. Even many 
Christians struggle with depression. It isn’t as if God takes this away from everybody that He 
saves. This can be the thorn in the flesh for many that is for a purpose, ordained by God. And in 
that struggle, God can give a strength that can withstand these attacks in the long run. God can 
bring these sheep of His to lean on His truth as they force themselves to not dwell on their 
feelings. This is where the truth that God’s grace is a sovereign grace is so necessary. It is the 
truth of being held in the hand of God that is so crucial. It is the truth that all things happen for 
God’s purpose as we are held in His hand, that’s the tangible anchor. If we could be snatched out 
of this hand by anything, especially by our own doing as the free-willers say, then there would be 
no stability in the face of depression. There would be no firm ground to stand on to weather that 
type of storm. There is so much that goes into depression where you think your life doesn’t have 
any meaning or that your image of yourself is so low or that nothing good ever happens to you. 
The weight of those can be unbearable, but that is why knowing Christ and resting on the truth 
that is in Him is freeing. In that alone we are able to move forward while the struggle is real. In 
that we can know that God has His purpose to fulfill in and through our lives, so therefore every 
bit of our life has meaning. Furthermore, when we are held in the hand of God we are held with a 



tender care from a Father who loves us with a perfect love, so therefore my identity, my self-
image has an upward focus and an upward anchor. I am His prized possession. This reality also 
means that the “good” that happens in my life is redefined according to God’s terms, not mine. 
Therefore my sufferings are recognized ultimately as good, because God is good and I’m held in 
His hand. These ought to be conscious anchors for our life that are rooted in Jesus and the truth 
that is in Him, not us and the feelings that can be in us, which can easily develop into depression. 

What about anxiety? How can being firmly held in the hand of God be of practical use 
when it comes to anxiety? A downfall of humanity is two-fold, 1) we try to hold onto our lives 
and the things in it too tightly and 2) we think we can hold on. We want control and so I’ve said 
this before, anxiety is us fighting for that control, but knowing deep down that we don’t have the 
control we want. Anxiety is the fear of the unknown when we don’t want it to be the unknown. 
We can’t handle that. We want a firm grip on controlling our lives by knowing what lies ahead 
and having the answers. But this is not something we have nor do we deserve it. Instead we must 
come to and continuously live on the beautiful reality that God is in control totally and for His 
sheep, that is a very good thing. God is to have control of our lives without us fighting for or 
demanding that we know everything. It really undermines our trust when we become anxious 
about things. Trust and anxiety work against each other. We ought to live at peace in the hands of 
God. And we must live knowing that these hands are sovereign hands of the one true and living 
God who is sovereign over every single thing. This doesn’t mean that we won’t worry anymore, 
but it does mean that we don’t live in it continually. That’s where following Christ as His sheep 
is necessary for living in freedom. When “thy will be done” is lived out in a growing manner 
then anxiety should decrease. As our will is decreasing more and more in both theological terms 
and in practical terms then anxiety will decrease. As we come to learn and accept more the 
doctrines of God’s sovereignty, then anxiety will decrease. 

What about an outward application? Let’s look at vocation. This is the area of life that 
targets your job, your career, and for those of you that are fully retired, retirement is your job. 
Vocation can be looked at in two ways. One, when you are held in the hand of God then your job 
is a calling from God. This is every job from being a Pastor to being a full-time missionary to 
being a Supreme Court judge to being a school teacher to being a mailman to being a truck driver 
to being a janitor, to be a mom, you name it. As the sheep of Christ we are to do all things for the 
glory of God, so this should make us look at our jobs in a different light when we are held in the 
sovereign hand of God. There is no mistake that you do what you do. Even when you need to 
change jobs for whatever reason, remember Jesus leads us on paths, plural, of righteousness for 
His name’s sake. So it is in this context that we should find true meaning and purpose in our 
vocation. Again, this goes for what you do in retirement as well in how you use your time. Two, 
what you do in your vocation is a cog in God’s machine of how He cares for and governs the 
world in a general sense. If you are a janitor then you are keeping a space clean and safe for 
others. If you are a teacher then you are guiding young minds, which should be from a biblical 
worldview, watching over their safety during the day, and being someone that should be there for 
them. If you are a farmer then you are working the ground that God has given, so that you 
produce food that people or animals eat, which gives them the physical nourishment they need to 
live. There are jobs after jobs that are used by God to care for and govern His creation and we 
need to really take note of that if we are His sheep.

What about this application? Do we say that God is good and that He is good to us no 



matter the circumstance? When the news is good we are quick to say, “God is good,” but will we 
still say that when the news is bad? If we are held in His hand and nothing can snatch us out of 
that hand and therefore everything that passes through our life is according to His purpose, then 
shouldn’t this be what we do? This affects every facet of living in this fallen world. So as we 
grow in trusting this sovereign Lord and as we learn more of what it all means to be held in His 
hand, then we find it more of a new natural desire to deny self and follow Him with an attitude of 
praise and worship no matter our circumstance. We pray more, “Do what you want with my life! 
Be glorified Lord!” And the more we come to understand this sovereign grace of God that is 
revealed in His Word, then the more we will see it applied in our lives. In this, from being born 
again to glorification, the voice of truth brings us to know more and more that Jesus is the Christ. 
Grow in this grace and knowledge of Jesus. 


