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Acts 1:6-11 Οἱ μὲν οὖν συνελθόντες ἠρώτων αὐτὸν λέγοντες· κύριε, εἰ ἐν 

τῷ χρόνῳ τούτῳ ἀποκαθιστάνεις τὴν βασιλείαν τῷ Ἰσραήλ; 7εἶπεν δὲ πρὸς 

αὐτούς· οὐχ ὑμῶν ἐστιν γνῶναι χρόνους ἢ καιροὺς οὓς ὁ πατὴρ ἔθετο ἐν τῇ 

ἰδίᾳ ἐξουσίᾳ, 8ἀλλὰ λήμψεσθε δύναμιν ἐπελθόντος τοῦ ἁγίου πνεύματος 

ἐφʼ ὑμᾶς καὶ ἔσεσθέ μου μάρτυρες ἔν τε Ἰερουσαλὴμ καὶ [ἐν] πάσῃ τῇ 

Ἰουδαίᾳ καὶ Σαμαρείᾳ καὶ ἕως ἐσχάτου τῆς γῆς. 9Καὶ ταῦτα εἰπὼν 

βλεπόντων αὐτῶν ἐπήρθη καὶ νεφέλη ὑπέλαβεν αὐτὸν ἀπὸ τῶν ὀφθαλμῶν 

αὐτῶν. 10καὶ ὡς ἀτενίζοντες ἦσαν εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν πορευομένου αὐτοῦ, καὶ 

ἰδοὺ ἄνδρες δύο παρειστήκεισαν αὐτοῖς ἐν ἐσθήσεσι λευκαῖς, 11οἳ καὶ 

εἶπαν· ἄνδρες Γαλιλαῖοι, τί ἑστήκατε [ἐμ]βλέποντες εἰς τὸν οὐρανόν; οὗτος 

ὁ Ἰησοῦς ὁ ἀναλημφθεὶς ἀφʼ ὑμῶν εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν οὕτως ἐλεύσεται ὃν 

τρόπον ἐθεάσασθε αὐτὸν πορευόμενον εἰς τὸν οὐρανόν. (NA27) 

Acts 1:6-11 Now when they had come together they kept asking Him, 

saying, “Lord, is it in this time that you are restoring the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7But He said to them, “It is not for you to know times and 

seasons that the Father has set by His own authority, 8but you shall 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you shall be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the 

end of the earth.” 9And after He had said these things, He was lifted up 

and a cloud took him away from their sight. 10And as they were gazing 

intently into the sky while He was going, and behold, two men stood 

beside them in shimmering apparel, 11and they said, “Men of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus who has been taken 

up from you into heaven will come in the same way you saw Him go 

into heaven.” (Author’s Translation) 

Acts 1:6-11 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, 

saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs 



which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8but you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even 

to the remotest part of the earth.” 9And after He had said these things, 

He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him 

out of their sight. 10And as they were gazing intently into the sky while 

He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 
11They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the 

sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” 

(NASB95) 

 

Alright, we’re looking at the transitional book of Acts…the bridge between 

the gospels and the epistles. And it’s a failure to recognize the transitional 

nature that gets everybody all wrapped around the axel with a few verses in 

Acts. Everybody wants to justify tongues or healing or whatever as a valid 

practice today because it happened in Acts. But never forget, never forget 

that in Acts the Church is a little baby and if you want to go back to Acts all 

you’re saying is “I don’t want to grow up, I want to be a little baby.” And 

unfortunately we have more believers in our age wanting to be little infants 

than in all of Church History. The goal of Christ with His church is to 

advance to maturity through doctrinal training, learning loyalty to the word 

of God so that we come to the point, as the Church that we submit to the 

Bible as totally sufficient, the Bible as authoritative. It has taken the Church 

2,000 years to learn this lesson and about the time we learn it people rush 

back into childhood. Well, I’m not going back to the nursery. So, this 

transition charts the first thirty years of church history and there are some 

very odd things that happen. I had some people who were noble-minded 

enough to go back and look up the Scriptures in the lesson and they came 

saying, “You quoted Acts 8:16 as an example of Spirit baptism but those 

people were water baptized before they were Spirit baptized. Why’s that? 

How is it that you have this wrong order of events?” And that’s what I mean 

by transition, there are some odd things that happen and if you come down 

the pike and try to make those the eternal norm you’re going to have some 

problems. Those first 30 years charted what happened but they don’t chart 

what will always happen. When you start trying to normalize the Book of 

Acts that’s when you get in trouble.  

 



Now Luke charts the first 30 years of church history but he’s doing more than 

that, it’s not just history, it’s an argument and that’s why he chooses certain 

events and leaves others out, he’s connecting these events into an argument 

and what that argument is is that the Church is the work of the Holy Spirit, 

it’s not the work of man and thus the title, Acts of the Holy Spirit. Yes, men 

are involved but it’s the Acts of the Holy Spirit operational through men. You 

can even push it back further and say, “Well, it’s the operation of Jesus 

Christ who ascended to heaven and the Father because they sent the Spirit” 

and that’s correct, that’s the filioque clause, the idea that the Son had to 

ascend to heaven and sit down at the right hand of the Father before He and 

the Son could send the Spirit. So, Jesus Christ is still at work, now, not the 

atoning work, that work was finished on the cross, but His work of 

intercession, we get into that with the ascension. But how does Luke get 

there in this chronological account, verse 1 he’s writing the second work in a 

two-volume set, Luke-Acts, this is the continuation of a book written to this 

Theophilus character, in Luke he’s the “most excellent Theophilus,” signaling 

that he’s a Roman official investigating Christianity to see if it’s a rival 

Empire. Is Christianity a Kingdom that is going to go to war with Rome? And 

the answer from Luke is “No, the Kingdom is not of this age, the Kingdom is 

future, the Church is now so don’t worry Rome, what’s going on now is the 

Church and that’s composed of a people that can operate peacefully within 

the Roman system.” The first volume, Luke writes “about all that Jesus 

began to do and teach,” that’s the works and words of Jesus Christ. What He 

did and what He taught. Why that volume? Because Jesus Christ has the 

credentials of the King, so there’s an investigation into this King and Luke’s 

concludes by saying the King is no longer around, “He’s not here, so relax 

Rome, you can have your day in the sun.” Luke picks up by retracting a bit, 

going through the cross suffering of Christ in v 3 and the appearances of 

Christ as highly decisive proofs. This was not a thing done in a corner, this 

was public knowledge and over 500 people saw this guy in a resurrection 

body, eating, drinking, walking around, teaching and it’s not that He had to 

do these things it’s just to say, “Look, I’m not a phantom, you’re not just 

seeing things, I’m real, come here, touch my side, feel my hands, see guys, I’m 

alive, there’s a resurrection.” And incidentally, what we think is that those 

are the only scars in the resurrection, the scars of Jesus Christ, He bore in 

Himself our sins on the tree and the evidence of that is accessible for all 

eternity. You and I have scars now but they’ll all be replaced with baby soft 

skin. So, of all the pains and sufferings of this present order those of Jesus 



Christ are remembered forever. Like Isaiah said, “Surely our griefs He 

Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried…But He was pierced through for 

our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our 

well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.” Jesus Christ 

is centerpiece of all history and that is eternally memorialized in the scars He 

alone carries in the resurrection. Now, to set you up for today, look at the end 

of v 3, during those 40 days he spoke of things concerning the kingdom of 

God. Not the Church, the kingdom, so the apostles are immersed in kingdom 

theology and the big question is when is the kingdom coming. These were 

Jews and that was the hope of all Jewry, the coming of the kingdom of God. 

So, they can’t get their mind of the kingdom, they don’t have a clue about the 

Church, what that is or anything so Jesus gather’s them together for a meal 

and He tells them, alright boys, don’t leave town, I want you to stay right 

here in Jerusalem. “Why do you want that Jesus, what are you bringing in 

the kingdom, is that it? Is this the big day, are we finally gonna get our 

kingdom” And Jesus says, wait for what the Father promised, “Which,” He 

said, “you heard of from Me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” Alright, so Jesus 

finishes the whole kingdom discussion with this business about Spirit 

baptism and the apostles are like, “Yes, there’s going to be a Spirit baptism, 

we’ve heard about that before, we’ve heard it predicted in the gospels and 

then in v 6 the text breaks, there’s clearly a break in time here and in v 6 

they’re not eating a meal they are on the Mount of Olives starting a 

discussion (cf 1:12). So, they broke up, they thought about this Spirit baptism 

stuff, they talked among themselves, “Hey, what do you think about this 

Spirit baptism stuff?” and now they’ve come back to ask some more questions. 

And from v 6, what have they been thinking about? All they can think about 

is the kingdom. Luke says they were asking Him, that’s an imperfect, it 

means they kept on asking Him over and over and over. They’re all there and 

Matthew asks, “Is it at this time you’re restoring the kingdom to Israel?” And 

before Jesus can answer John comes out, “Lord, is it at this time you’re 

restoring the kingdom to Israel? and He turns to answer John but Peter 

interrupts, are you going to restore the kingdom now, and this keeps on going 

and He can’t get a word in edgewise; that’s what’s Luke is saying. In other 

words, he’s saying the disciples were very anxious over getting this question 

answered and answered right: “Is the kingdom of God come now?” The 

question is not “Is there going to be a kingdom of God?” The question is not 

“Has the kingdom changed its form from political and social to spiritual?” 



That’s not the question. Read the question again; the question in verse 6 is: 

“When?” It is a question of timing and the way Jesus answers it in verse 7 is 

as a question of time, but before we go there note the first word in v 6, So, 

that’s a Greek conjunction that means “Hey, there’s a connection between v 5 

and v 6.” In other words the apostles think there’s a connection between the 

Spirit and the Kingdom. That’s why they’re asking this timing question 

because in their mind if Jesus says the Holy Spirit is coming in a few days 

then that means the Kingdom of God is coming in a few days “Are we right 

Jesus? Are we connecting the dots properly?” We want to know and it’s a 

valid question because turn to Ezek 37. In vv 1-10 you have the vision of dry 

bones. You have these dry bones and their in the grave and it appears 

hopeless for Israel and then God puts the bones together and puts sinews on 

the bones and covers it with flesh and this is something like Adam before God 

breathed into Adam the breath of life and so that’s the dilemma at the end of 

v 8, no breath and in vv 9-10 the breath comes and these bodies live. That’s 

the vision and the explanation of that vision is in v 11. “Then He said to me, 

“Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our 

bones are dried up and our hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’ 
12“Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I 

will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, My 

people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13“Then you will know that 

I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up 

out of your graves, My people. 14“I will put My Spirit within you and you will 

come to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, 

the LORD, have spoken and done it,” declares the LORD.’ ” Alright, that’s what 

the apostles are thinking about, Ezek 37, other passages like Joel 2 “I will 

pour out My Spirit on all flesh” and so they’ve got this connection between 

the Spirit and the social, political Kingdom so that when Jesus brings up the 

baptism of the Spirit in a few days He must be saying the Kingdom is coming 

in a few days. So, they all ask, “Is it at this time you are restoring the 

kingdom? C’mon Jesus, we want to know. Is it now?” And the answer in v 7 is 

really a shocker, this is stunning, this is one of those transitions I warned you 

about, “He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the 

Father has fixed by His own authority; 8but you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you;” So, the answer is, “No, no boys, that’s not the 

connection here. That’s going to happen in God’s time but right now we’ve got 

another work of the Spirit for you so just stick around.” This is a stunning 

announcement because nothing was known about this. This is totally new 



and that’s why I say it’s transition, Jesus is making a split between the 

coming of the Holy Spirit and the coming of the Kingdom. So that what we 

have, think about the problem the Jews had in the OT with the Messiah. 

They had these passages that talked about a suffering Messiah and other 

passages that spoke of a reigning Messiah and they were like, “How do you 

get these together? How is the Messiah getting beat up and yet He’s the 

King?” And they had various solutions, the most popular one was that you 

had two Messiah’s, Messiah ben Joseph, they thought of Joseph as a foreview 

of the suffering Messiah, Joseph suffered and so we’ll have one Messiah like 

Joseph and He’ll suffer and then we have Messiah ben David, they saw King 

David as a foreview of the reigning Messiah, David reigned as a great king, 

so they had two Messiah’s, that’s how they resolved the tension of these 

passages. Now, we know today because we’re playing Monday morning 

quarterback that there’s not two Messiah’s there’s two comings of one 

Messiah. First He came to suffer and second He comes to reign but they 

didn’t know that. Now, think of what’s happening with the Spirit? Here they 

have in their mind that the Spirit is coming with the Kingdom, one coming of 

the Spirit. What has Jesus done in v 7-8? He’s made a split, now He’s 

announcing two comings of the Spirit. So, you don’t only have two comings of 

Christ you have two comings of the Spirit, one to initiate the Church and one 

to initiate the Kingdom. These aren’t one and the same thing; these are two 

different things the Spirit is doing. Obviously they don’t fully understand it 

but hopefully you get the drift of what’s happening. This is totally new 

revelation. They’ve never heard this before and you can laugh at them for not 

getting it but remember, they were in the thick of it, they didn’t have our 

vantage point. So, in verse 7 He says, It is not for you to know times or 

epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority. And this is a 

rebuke in the Greek text, Jesus is being very sharp with them as if they keep 

asking and asking and asking and He finally blurts out, “IT’S NOT FOR YOU 

TO KNOW”. It’s a warning against trying to figure out when the kingdom is 

coming. That’s not for us to know. And it’s almost like He’s well aware that 

there will be all kinds of groups trying to come down and set a date. You had 

the Millerites in the 1800’s and these people, led by William Miller had done 

all these calculations and finally worked it out that the Second Advent of 

Christ would be Oct 22, 1844 and 100’s of thousands of these people quit their 

jobs, sold their homes and went up on a mountain to wait and they waited 

and waited and waited and this is just silliness, you can’t know, “It’s not for 

you to know”. So, you have modern day Hal Lindsey’s and they go into the 



Olivet Discourse of Matthew and trot out the fig tree and says the fig tree is 

Israel and one generation is 40 years and when you see Israel back in the 

land it’s just 40 years till the Second Coming so he says “Israel was 

established in 1948 so we add one generation, 40 years, and that’s 1988 and 

we subtract 7 years for the Tribulation and triumphantly, in all our wisdom 

we know the rapture will happen in 1981 and the kingdom will come in 1988” 

and, once again, spoiled, nothing happened. Well, it’s a painful to learn the 

lesson that way when all you have to do is learn Acts 1:7, “It is not for you to 

know” and that’s been the teaching since the very first apostles. The second 

thing here is the fact that the Father has fixed the time by His own 

authority. This is a profound thing about history, that history is not under 

the control of man, it’s under the control of God. God is sovereign and He has 

fixed, that’s a verb that means “it’s set”, nothing’s going to change it, there is 

a day when that kingdom will come and only God knows that and nothing 

you or I or anyone does is going to change it. So, next time you here someone 

set a date don’t get all excited and chase after them, they don’t know what 

they are talking about, it’s a lot of hype but no substance, it’s not for us to 

know.  

 

Verse 8, But, and there’s the contrast, that’s what splits off the Holy Spirit’s 

first coming with respect to the Church from His second coming in the 

Kingdom. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 

Now, this is the theme verse of the Book of Acts. We always have a theme 

verse when we study a book and that’s the verse that gives the outline of the 

book. In Revelation it was 1:19, in James it was 1:19-20 and in Acts its 1:8. So 

the book has three geographical divisions, Acts 1-7 in Jerusalem, Acts 8-12 in 

Judea and Samaria and Acts 13-28 to the remotest part of the earth. That’s 

your outline of Acts. Everything starts in Jerusalem and moves out 

eventually to Rome, that’s one of our transitions, a geographical transition 

from Jerusalem to Rome. And this doesn’t happen by way of positive volition 

of believers, they had to be forced out and that’s the argument of Acts, that 

the Church is the work of God and that if someone tries to stop it they’ll be 

unsuccessful. The Jews couldn’t stop it, Rome couldn’t stop and the American 

government can’t stop it. You can persecute, you can mock it intellectually, 

you can make a joke out of it but Christianity will not be stopped by men 

because it’s a work of God the Spirit. And Acts traces that starting from 



Jerusalem. Now, what’s this reception of power? Power to do what? Well, it’s 

not the power to do miracles, they will do those but that’s not what this is 

talking about. This is talking about the “ability” to be His witnesses. 

Remember, before Acts 2 these guys were a timid bunch of pansies, Peter 

denied he even knew the guy, by the time you get to the cross they’ve all 

abandoned Him. But when you move past Acts 2 it’s a totally different 

demeanor. These guys are confident, they’re standing up to the authorities, 

they’re not afraid of men. So, that’s the power, it’s the ability to witness 

without backing down. It doesn’t have anything to do with miracles. And this 

change in demeanor is another reason it’s very clear that the Church starts in 

Acts 2 because that’s when they start speaking boldly. You don’t have to wait 

till Saul in Acts 9 (Pauline Dispensationalism) or 13 (Mid-Acts 

Dispensationalism) or 28 (Ultradispensationalism). Just get over trying to 

delay the Church. Acts 2 is the origin regardless of how much they knew 

about what was going on. The issue is not what man knows but what God 

does. So, in seven days they’ll receive this new confidence. And keep in mind 

he’s talking about the eleven that eleven that are there because later in the 

chapter you have 120 people in a room and people think that on the Day of 

Pentecost all 120 were speaking in tongues and that’s not true, there were 11, 

maybe 12 if you add the new apostle later in this chapter, we’ll have to deal 

with him later. But it’s these 11 or 12 that will be His witnesses and in fact 

that is the most common thread running through the whole book, witnessing. 

And it’s very important because you see in Acts a lot of apologetics going, 

Peter giving his defense before the Jews, Paul giving his defense in Lystra, 

Athens, before Agrippa, Felix and so on and those are, according to Luke 

under the heading of witnessing. It’s not like so many have done and said 

you’ve got pre-evangelism and evangelism and apologetics, you don’t divide 

all these up, they’re all part and parcel of one another, they’re entwined with 

one another so you can’t separate them according to Acts. What this means is 

that when we witness, when we take the gospel to the world it is not 

presented in a vacuum, you don’t just say, “Well, Jesus died for your sins and 

rose the third day. Will you believe in Him?” You don’t tell people to “have 

faith”. No one can work up faith, you can’t make yourself believe you have to 

be persuaded and that’s the task of apologetics. So, Peter and Paul, when 

they present the gospel they couch it in terms of a larger biblical worldview. 

It’s not just facts, it’s the facts interpreted in a larger biblical framework. The 

facts are placed together in terms of a biblical logic and brought to the world. 

Now, to maintain contact with the world, a world at enmity with God, Paul 



even borrows the philosophical language of these pagans. He’s not afraid to 

use pagan terminology. No problem. He realizes that if he’s going to 

communicate the truths of Scripture he’s got to communicate in their 

language. So he learned to cast the biblical truths into the language of the 

world so they could understand but when he uses their language he doesn’t 

import their meanings into the words, he fills them with Christian meaning. 

And that’s the whole point; that involved in this witnessing is not some kind 

of blind faith, just believe, but a systematic organization of facts interpreted 

within a biblical framework. The whole system is brought to bear on the 

listeners so they will be persuaded of the gospel, that’s what Agrippa says, he 

says, “Hey Paul, before long you’ll convince me to be a Christian.” So, 

apologetics is a part of witnessing. And later Peter and Paul do this a lot. 

 

Where will they engage these people? In the four regions, first Jerusalem, 

that’s where the Church begins on the Day of Pentecost.  

 

And they stick around there till Stephen is martyred in Acts 7 and then you 

see them going out in chapter 8 into Judea and Samaria, Judea here is the 

area populated by Jews. Samaria is obviously the area populated by 

Samaritans and that’s in chapters 8-12 and lastly the remotest parts of the 

earth, chapter 13-28, that’s the area populated by the Gentiles so you see the 

gospel going from Jews to Samaritans to Gentiles, that’s another transition 

and it’s not some transition I’m making up, this is what God says He’s going 

to do. We’re going to start Jewish we’re going to go to the Samaritans and 

then to the Gentiles and that’s exactly what happens in Acts because history 

is under God’s control. If it had been left up to these Jews it never would have 

left Judea. But, by the end of this thing God brings about a unity between 

these divided people. And you have to marvel at the thing because these 

people hate one another. Just think of the war that broke out between Rome 

and the Jews in AD66 in Caesarea. “You’re not going to infringe on our 

Jewish religion” and when they did Rome had a war, a very costly war on 

their hands that didn’t end for another seven years. Or in the Bar Kokhba 

revolt of AD132-135; again another very costly and drawn out war for 

Emperor Hadrian. So, somehow if you’re going to get these people together 

God has to do something pretty fantastic. 

 

Verse 9, here we come to the ascension. And after He had said these 

things, He was finished, He was lifted up while they were looking on, 



and a cloud received Him out of their sight. Alright, now for years I’ve 

always thought you have this cloud hanging up in the sky over the Mount of 

Olives and Jesus like superman kind of blasts off into the cloud. And you 

wonder, “Hey, we’re only a few hundred yards from the city, didn’t anyone 

else see this?” And the answers no because that’s not how it happened. You 

didn’t have this man just going up in the air because those two clauses in v 9 

are parallel, He was lifted up…and a cloud received Him, better to 

translate that “took him”. So, the lifting up and taking away by a cloud 

happen simultaneously. The picture isn’t that He went up as a man, the 

picture is that the Mount of Olives is a ridge line; Jesus Christ is standing 

somewhere close to where we are on that ridge line and there appears a cloud 

around him, some suspect it was the Shechinah Glory, then the cloud goes up 

with Jesus inside (like an elevator). Now, I want to give you some background 

for v 10, so kind of use your imagination with me. Here is what went on in 

the mind of the disciples; not long ago they had been up on the Mount of 

Transfiguration; the same thing had happened. Jesus was on a mountain, 

they were talking, and then suddenly there’s a cloud and Jesus in the middle 

of the cloud. They could see because the cloud kind of opened, Jesus is 

transfigured before them, He has this kind of glory about Him which is 

basically a cloud, and you have Moses and Elijah appearing. Now if you had 

seen what happened on the Mount of Transfiguration and then you were here 

watching this, what would you have thought of? I know what I would have 

thought of. I’d say “Well, here we go again, we’re going to see a vision here, 

Christ is going to be transfigured and then it’ll be all over and He’ll come 

back to us.” So don’t read this as if all the facts are in. We say “Oh yeah, 

Jesus is going to ascend into heaven.” Well, it wasn’t clear to the disciples 

that He was going to ascend into heaven. They didn’t know this was a big 

departure. So there’s a shock to them, “Hey, wait a minute, the cloud didn’t 

go away this time, instead it took away Jesus.” This is what explains their 

behavior in v 10, And as they were gazing intently into the sky and it 

means they just kept on gazing and gazing and gazing while He was going. 

And that indicates another thing, it wasn’t like superman blasting off at light 

speed, it took some time and so they just kept on watching this spectacle. And 

since their attention had been caught on this cloud they didn’t notice 

something. Luke points out that the two men had been standing there, 

pluperfect tense, in other words, these guys had been there all along, 

probably heard the whole conversation and while their gazing off into space 

suddenly out of the corner of their eye they see two more people. And they 



notice something very peculiar about these two people. It says in your Bibles 

these “two men in white clothing stood beside them” but the literal 

word is shimmering apparel. They didn’t have wings, they’re just two men 

dressed in the normal dress of the day, just standing there looking at them 

but their clothes shine, kind of from within the fibers they shine, and this 

catches their attention, so they turn around and before they can say anything 

these two guys say, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the 

sky? And this is a rebuke in the Greek, it’s like, “We heard the word, we got 

it, what’s wrong with you guys? Hello star-gazers. You can go now, we got the 

plan and we’re done here so get with it. Let’s move out.”  

 

Now, what happened there in the ascension, there’s a lot to that, the Book of 

Hebrews explores this and basically it’s a military maneuver, topographically 

speaking, because Hebrews says Jesus Christ passed through the heavenlies 

and the heavenlies is the dwelling place of the angels and demons and so 

Jesus had made Himself lower than the angels but now He’s higher that the 

angels. He’s taken the high ground. Militarily speaking you always want the 

high ground, it’s easier to fight down on an enemy than have to climb up so 

Jesus has superior military position over all the demonic realm. So, this 

position didn’t come by self-exaltation, that’s a lesson to learn, He was 

exalted because He humbled Himself to the point of death, even death on a 

cross, the most humiliating way to die. But God exalted Him and now He’s 

the great warrior King and when He comes back He’s going to swoop down 

back in His holy war garments and take first-hand control of the cosmos. 

 

And then the angels say something very encouraging. I don’t know about you 

but if I saw a couple of angels I’d have all kinds of things I’d want to discuss 

with them, all the history, what happened back here with Noah’s family, 

David, all kinds of stuff. And what do these two angels say? This Jesus, 

notice they don’t call Him the King of kings or any of that, just Jesus, the 

same guy you ate with, drank with, fished on the boat with, walked around 

with up in the Galilee, yeah, the same guy, don’t worry, you’ll see Him again. 

Jesus in His resurrection body isn’t some kind of ghoul or freak. He’s the 

same guy they knew so “Don’t worry guys, you’ll see him again.” This Jesus 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the 

same way as you have watched Him go into heaven. In the same 

manner, in other words, when Jesus Christ returns He’s going to return in a 

cloud and that’s exactly what you find in Matt 24:30, this is not the rapture 



but the Second Coming of Christ to earth. Jesus doesn’t come to earth at the 

Rapture “…and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE 

SKY with power and great glory.” So, He’ll descend in the same way, in a 

cloud, slow enough for people to gaze intently at His descent and moreover in 

the same place, on the Mount of Olives, Zech 14:4 says that when Jesus 

touches down His feet will land in the exact place He ascended. And that will 

be followed by massive geological changes in Jerusalem in preparation for the 

kingdom.  
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