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Tonight if you’ll turn in your Bible to Hos 4 we’ll get into it. Now the nation 

at this time, the northern kingdom in the 8th century BC, is in deep 

compound carnality and we’re learning how the Holy Spirit convinces of sin 

so when we get in that kind of a situation we know what to look for. The 

people here aren’t those who have committed one or two sins, they’ve 

committed one or two hundred sins and they are on extreme negative volition 

to God and their minds have darkened which has led to the idolatrous system 

they were now heavily engaged in promoting - the Baal cult, and something 

else that comes with idolatry we discover tonight. So to introduce we want to 

go over basic steps to avoiding this kind of a problem.  

 

In our biblical framework class on Sunday mornings we spent considerable 

time contrasting King Saul and King David. These two men represent two 

kinds of believers. There are Saul type believer and David type believers. 

We’re training to be David type believers. Saul was the type of believer who 

walked by the flesh. As strange as that may sound to your ears, everyone 

picks out David as the one who walked by the flesh, he’s the one that did his 

thing with Bathsheba, and then killed of her husband who was one of his top 

military generals. And for that believers give David a hard time. Saul, they 

never think of Saul as a fleshly type believer because they don’t see Saul 

doing any kind of big immorality like David. So in some Christian circles 

David’s name is constantly drug through the mud. But in the Scriptures its 

David’s name that gets praised and it’s Saul’s name that’s run through the 

mud. Saul was a fleshly believer. He didn’t commit any big immorality so far 

as we know, his sin patterns were more subtle, they were more rebellious 

type sins, I’m not going to trust the Lord type sins. Saul was the kind of 

believer who always takes matters into his own hands, he was a works-



oriented believer and God doesn’t accept works so anytime a believer is works 

oriented we know they are very weak in the word of God because that’s where 

faith is generated. Faith requires content. I have to have some content to 

believe. So if I don’t spend time in the word I don’t get that content and I 

can’t believe it. Saul didn’t take in the word so he couldn’t believe it and no 

believer can make themselves believe it until they spend time in it. And so a 

believer unschooled in the Scriptures will be a works oriented believer like 

Saul. There’s really no other alternative, if you can’t trust God the only thing 

left is to trust man and so if you don’t spend tremendous amount of time 

filling your soul with the word of God then by default your soul will be filled 

with human view point and the presupposition of human view point is man 

will do it, man is great and man can come up with a solution. And 

unfortunately we see this position being played out in the masses of 

Christianity that try to compensate for bible doctrine with marketing and 

entertainment. Just get a whole lot of people together so we can entertain 

them into a passive oblivion so nobody knows how to think and we all just 

float along in our ignorance, holding hands of course, we’re all on the same 

page here. Saul type believers are a dime a dozen. On the other hand, we 

want to be David type believers. David was the type of believer who sinned 

like all believers sin, yes, but when he was confronted with his sin he 

confessed it and got back in fellowship immediately. That’s why God’s 

evaluation of this man is that he followed after Me fully. Pretty high praise 

coming from the Lord, which shows you what the Lord thinks about a 

believer who responds quickly to conviction of sin and gets back in fellowship. 

It didn’t require fifteen years of divine discipline for David to respond by 

confessing. At the moment he was shown that he had sinned he confessed. It 

didn’t do away with all the consequences of his sin, no, you can never get rid 

of all the consequences, but you can avoid further divine discipline for that 

sin if you confess.  

 

Now we emphasize 1 John 1:9 here as a means of being restored to fellowship 

and that’s the kind of believer that God is interested in. God takes notice 

with this kind of a believer. God’s not looking down here for the perfect 

believer who never sinned. If He was he’d never find one. There’s no such 

thing as the perfect believer in the sense they never sin. What God is looking 

for is a believer who takes his sin seriously enough to take it to the Lord and 

confess it and move on. There’s more to sanctification than not sinning. If it’s 

your goal in life to stop sinning you might as well give up because it’s not 



going to happen. All you can do is focus on learning loyalty to God through 

His word and by and by certain sin patterns in your life will just fade out as a 

result. So God says, focus on learning loyalty to Me through the word and I’ll 

take care of the sin patterns that dominate your life. So again it’s by faith, it’s 

not by your works that your sin patterns are going to be dealt with. Your job 

is to confess it and move on, get back in the word and learn the word. And as 

you fill your mind with the word that will change the way you think and 

gradually a godly way of thinking will begin to dominate your life.  

 

Now this is precisely what the northern kingdom did not do. They are 

centuries into piles of sins and their mentality has been destroyed and they 

are deep in idolatry. We mentioned in vv 1 and 6 they rejected the knowledge 

of God and by that we mean all knowledge of God, the knowledge of God in 

creation and the knowledge of God in Scripture. They suppressed that 

knowledge and therefore there’s a price to pay, the mind is darkened and 

they have fallen into idolatry. That’s Rom 1. So what we are observing in this 

lawsuit of chapter 4 is how the Holy Spirit convicts a people in deep carnality 

of their sin so they can discover who God is again, have their sin revealed for 

what it is (something contrary to the nature of God) and confess it and be 

restored. But when a people are this far in sin it takes a lot of very heavy 

discipline, that’s what the Holy Spirit uses and that’s what we’re learning. 

We don’t want to face this kind of discipline so to avoid it we just have the 1 

John 1:9 discussion.  

 

Let’s look at Hosea and see what happened to a group of people who never did 

1 John 1:9. Hos 4:6, My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. 

Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you. God is 

giving them the boot; this is heavy discipline on the nation Israel. We left off 

last time at the end of verse 7. Now tonight we pick up the passage in verse 8. 

 

In Hos 4:8, Hosea goes on to describe certain things that have happened in 

the nation. And we’ll learn some general judgment patterns we can apply to 

all nations. It’s not just the leaders that are bad, the people that voted the 

bad leaders into office are just as bad, the people that followed the leaders are 

just as bad. Obviously it follows that if they voted them into office and then 

support their decisions and the nation finds itself on down the line in a 

terrible situation and they didn’t see it coming, then they’re pretty stupid 

people. And they need to take a few classes in history and logic. Ideas have 



consequences. That’s what’s taught in vv 8-9. You can’t blame it all on the 

leaders; God is going to judge the leaders and the people, including those who 

didn’t vote for him, that’s a part of suffering by association. Verse 8, They 

feed on the sin of My people And direct their desire toward their 

iniquity 9And it will be, like people, like priest; So I will punish them 

for their ways And repay them for their deeds. 10They will eat, but 

not have enough; They will play the harlot, but not increase, Because 

they have stopped giving heed to the LORD. Now what is this talking 

about? All right, verse 8, the word sin is used in two ways. The word is 

chatat, c-h-a-t-a-t, and it has two meanings, and there’s a play on the two 

meanings. It can mean “sin,” or it can mean “sin offering.” And so what is 

happening, the background of all this, is the priests. And one thing the 

priests were doing was “feeding on the sin offering of the people” The sin 

offering was eaten by the priest, that’s Leviticus 6:26. When these people 

would sin they’d have to come down and offer a sin offering; part of that sin 

offering would be eaten by the priests. So the priests literally made money on 

people’s sin. Now that’s all right, God ordained that, since every time 

somebody sinned they came down and made their sacrifice and the priest 

would instruct the person, and that took time and effort so God said, it’s okay 

for the priest to make money off the sin offering that the person brought 

when he came to the temple. So that was a legitimate practice, Lev 6. 

 

But what’s happened is that there have been major changes in the priestly 

system. Remember, after the Rise and Reign of King David the kingdom was 

united, the twelve tribes were consolidated under David. It continued in the 

Golden Era of Solomon which was the heyday of the monarchy. But then 

when Rehoboam came in ~931BC, he fooled around and made some real idiot 

political decisions and caused a breach between the ten tribes in the north 

and the two tribes in the south. The breach almost resulted in civil war but 

the Lord intervened through the prophet and God set up two kingdoms. Now 

they were supposed to be two kingdoms with one religion, not two kingdoms 

with two religions. But Jeroboam, the king in the north, didn’t trust in the 

Lord, he was another gimmick guy, a Saul type, and so he decided to invent 

his own religion and this became known in Scripture as the “sin of 

Jeroboam.” Repeatedly, the kings afterward in the north it says do not depart 

from the “sin of Jeroboam.” What was the sin of Jeroboam? It was the 

invention of this religious system. And instead of sharing the Temple at 

Jerusalem they said we’ll build our own temples, we’ll put one at Bethel in 



the south and one at Dan in the north. And so now you have two kingdoms 

with two religions and so Jeroboam said, we’ve got to have priests and the 

Levites, when they saw this said, we’re getting out of here, we’re not going to 

hang around and see God’s judgment on this.  We’re leaving and they all 

went south and that created a situation where you had no priests in the 

north. So Jeroboam said, alright, anyone who wants to be a priest just come 

down and put your application in. And so they hired priests in the north. 

They weren’t hired by God, they were hired by men. They were not called to 

the priesthood by God, they were called by man. And so you have these 

gimmick priests down here working in their newfound profession and after 

awhile on the job they realized, hey, if the people don’t sin we don’t make 

money, the more people sin the more money we make and so they said, you 

know, we’re pretty stupid to try to reform this people and get them to stop 

sinning. What we should do is encourage them to sin and this will make a lot 

of money. And that’s what’s going on at the end of verse 8 where he says, they 

direct their desire toward their iniquity. That’s the priest doing that. 

He’s saying to the average Israelite, go on and sin, we’re enjoying great 

prosperity, so obviously God agrees with your behavior because God is 

blessing us. Therefore go ahead, sin to your heart’s delight and this was 

making them a lot of money.  

 

Now this corresponds in different forms today. We see the same kind of 

scheme going on with psychologists and psychiatrists; they feed on the sins of 

people. They really aren’t interested in solving a person’s problem; they’re 

interested in getting a big fat counseling fee. Who wants to solve your 

problem, when they’re getting lots of solution to their own problems at $100 

an hour? So who’s interesting in solving problems; we eat up the sins of the 

people, we feed on them. We have other analogies, we have the religious 

thieves who hold power over the people and have them confess, confess, 

confess but never give them the free gospel of Jesus Christ. They just keep 

exacting payment for their sins. They feed off the sins of the people.  

 

Every generation has their group of social parasites. And this is the point 

Hosea is making.  These priests, they’re just parasites, they have nothing to 

do with God’s ordained Levitical priesthood, they’re fakes and they encourage 

the people to go on sinning so they can make more money. So that’s what we 

have going on in v 8, a reinforcement of sinful behavior. 

 



Hos 4:9, And it will be, like people, like priest So I will punish them. 

Like father, like son, and in this case the father is the priest and the people 

are the son and God says, you’re all the same, you’re a generation ripe for 

judgment. And this is always true in Scripture.  When God goes to judge a 

nation God judges both the leaders and the people. Don’t get it in your head 

that because a leader is bad somehow you’re going to escape the judgment. 

It’s not going to be a selective judgment, when God judges a nation He judges 

the whole nation because the leaders represent you. You can say that’s not 

fair all you want, but it is true. The world doesn’t separate you from your 

leaders. They identify you with them. And when God judges a nation He 

judges the leadership as well as the people.  

 

So what are we to do about this to change society so we don’t get judged? 

Well, for one thing, it’s got to start on the ground level and that’s training in 

the word of God, and in particular the divine institutions. We must insist 

that the divine institutions are in fact institutions sewn into the fabric of 

mankind and therefore not mere social conventions that can be changed by 

some arbitrary court decision. Let’s review and see the powerful effect these 

institutions have on society. The first divine institution is responsible labor or 

dominion; men, real men who go out and subdue and conquer under God’s 

authority. Men who respect the biblical revelation and go out and they work 

and they think and they build products that respect God’s authority and 

reflect His glory. We mean for example, men in medicine that don’t buy into 

the fake pagan premise of evolution underlying most of the field, that man is 

a machine. Men who realize there’s more to man than just chemicals and 

therefore I can’t just drug everything, I’ve got to find out what the real 

problem is with this person and whether it has relation to the spiritual side 

of man. If we don’t do that and we continue down the path we’re on society 

will look like Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World. All society will be drugged 

into a living an illusion. That’s one direction society could take if divine 

institution number 1 is undermined. The second divine institution is 

marriage; the union of one man and one woman in a contract. Men and 

women who recognize equality of essence but difference in role. And men and 

women in marriage who apply it with rigor and respect for the word of God, 

regardless of what men say. People who have enough integrity to say we’re 

going to do what God says to do and we’re not going to fight Him and act like 

we’re smarter than He is. We’re not going to buy into cultural political 

correctness. God made us a certain way and we’ve got a role to fill and we’re 



going to fill it because we honor Him. Now if you tear that institution to 

pieces, as is now being done in the courts by manipulation of the 14th 

Amendment, where any person can be with any other person and we call that 

marriage, then you will see radical changes in society. You’re saying there 

are no differences between male and female. Logically you have to say that to 

endorse this. There’s no such thing as male and female, there’s only people. 

And to further justify it you have to have already accepted the evolutionary 

premise, that man doesn’t have real choice. Man is genetically determined 

and the mate I end up with is just as determined as the color hair I have, and 

by that you have erased responsibility. And if you erase responsibility then 

all you’re left with is chaos, every man does what he does simply because he 

has to, he has no choice in the matter. Finally, we have the third divine 

institution; the family: the father, mother and children that come out of a 

marriage if you’re heterosexual, and this to help in the subduing and to 

populate the earth. This is the basic unit of society. The basic unit of society 

is not the individual. It is the family. And people used to interpret a large 

family as blessing. Today if you have more than one kid you’re looked upon as 

some kind of a loony. What’s wrong with you people, don’t you know what 

causes that? Yeah I know what causes it; the blessing of God causes it. Large 

families in the Bible are always seen as the blessing of God. Yet with all the 

media attention given to overpopulation it’s distorted our view of life, 

marriage, family, the whole gamut of society. And what it does ultimately is 

it manipulates and destroys the way people think about these institutions 

and society is ruined, they just un-breed themselves out of existence. Every 

generation must maintain a reproduction rate of 2.0 or above to remain a 

viable society. Every society that has dropped below that line has never 

recovered. So family as a means to subdue and have dominion is necessary to 

sustain the human race. Destroy these institutions and society will fall apart. 

Respect these institutions and society will build in a godly direction.  

 

So Hos 4:9, “like people, like priest,” they’ve failed to respect the word of God, 

they’ve failed to maintain the divine institutions and therefore I will punish 

them for their ways And repay them for their deeds, judgment will 

come on both.  

 

Hos 4:10, They will eat, but not have enough; They will play the 

harlot, but not increase, the they of verse 10 refers to both the priests and 

the people. They will eat, but not have enough speaks of infertility in 



agriculture, They will play the harlot, but not increase speaks of 

infertility in human reproduction. Divine institution 1: agriculture, laboring 

in the fields. The Hebrew farmers will go out and sow their seed but because 

God is going to turn off certain climatological and geological factors they’re 

not going to reap. They’ll have to start rationing the food and they’ll eat but 

they won’t be satisfied. And divine institution 2 and 3; marriage and family, 

obviously the marriage bed is defiled in v 10, all for the sake of fertility, but 

what will happen to fertility in the home? It will decrease, it won’t increase 

because God controls the physiology of man and so if He says infertility, then 

infertility is the result. 

 

So, all of v 10 relates to fertility and that brings us back around to the Baal 

cult and the idolatry that had set in the northern kingdom. Remember they 

rejected the knowledge of God and the result of this is always the darkening 

of the mind and what that causes in the reasoning processes is vanity and the 

projection of an image, the image is the idolatry. And the image they were 

projecting was that here you’ve got god or the gods, man and nature all 

enclosed in the same reality, all a part of the same thing, the ancient 

Continuity or Chain of Being, the modern neo-Darwinian evolution, same 

thing. This is always the product of a mind in rebellion against God. So 

therefore if everything is part of the same existence and everything only 

differs by degree, but it’s all basically the same stuff then what’s true of the 

gods and goddesses is true of man and what’s true of man is true of animals. 

There are no absolute barriers between these categories; it’s all just a blur. 

And therefore that brings justification for all kinds of behavior. And so, for 

example, in the one level view of reality what is true of the gods and 

goddesses? In all ancient mythology what do we find them constantly doing? 

Lying, fighting and fornicating. What do men do? Lie, fight and fornicate. 

There’s no real difference, it’s just a difference of degree, not a difference of 

kind. And so immediately I’ve encased all of these inside the same reality and 

subjected them to the two ultimate principles; Fate and Chance. Now all 

that’s left is a manipulation game. How can I manipulate the gods and 

goddesses to make my field fertile so I can get a good crop? How can I 

manipulate them to get better breeding in my cattle? It’s always man 

manipulates; man works to get the desired results. It’s a works system. Man 

can manipulate the system to supply for himself all his needs. It’s all human 

works and when man begins to think it’s all his works then God shuts off the 

grace to show him he’s out of it. 



 

And the way they manipulated, or tried to, was to go down to the local Baal 

temple. Baal was all about fertility in nature, fertility in my field, fertility in 

my animals, fertility in my family, fertility, fertility, fertility. And because 

they had the one level concept of all things such as evolution teaches today, 

that there are no impenetrable barriers between man and animal, we’re all 

linked genetically through sex over time and therefore we can take whatever 

we want, by force if we have to, and have sex with it. And they went down to 

the local Baal temple and they had sex with animals and so on. To them it 

was nothing to go down and copulate with a cow, go ahead, the point was 

simply to have sex because sex stimulated the gods to have sex and then they 

would rain down fertility. It didn’t matter what you were having sex with, 

just have sex.  

 

They were a tremendously pornographic society; they got it from the 

Canaanites. Hugh Hefner didn’t create pornography. Hugh Hefner never 

dreamed of all the Canaanites did. But our society is catching up; we’re well 

on our way to Canaanite levels. The Canaanites were the descendants of 

Ham and you can go back to the origins of pornography in Noah’s own family, 

Gen 9. It was Noah’s grandson Canaan that basically engineered 

pornography and illicit sex and they had about a thousand years to perfect it. 

So they pushed it to the logical conclusion and that’s what’s going on here, 

they’re going to go down to the local high places and have sex with men, sex 

with animals, sex with women, it didn’t matter because it’s all related to 

fertility and God is saying I’m going to cut that off. No more fertility for you. 

 

Now what has gone on here is God has been blessing them. God has been 

providing for them all their needs. It’s all been a grace operation. But what 

they have done is they’ve taken the grace and they’ve distorted it into man’s 

works. We all do this; we all distort grace at times. When we go on negative 

volition we begin to distort grace and connect a wrong cause to the effect. So 

these people were on negative volition and they were going down to the Baal 

cult and having orgies to get this fertility effect. Cause, I have these orgies, 

effect I get fertility, and what we are doing is we’re manipulating the gods, 

we’re manipulating nature. So that’s what’s going on here, there’s no 

thankfulness to God for any of this blessing. It’s all what we have done 

because when I engage in the orgy, this automatically comes to pass; I get 

fertility, the Continuity of Being.  



 

And God says that’s it, I’ve had enough of it. I’ve given you grace, grace, grace 

and you’ve distorted all my blessing upon you and turned it into works, 

works, works and I’m not going to pour My grace out on you anymore. I’m 

turning the grace off and when I turn the grace off all the fertility will 

disappear. That’s what’s going on here, you will eat but you won’t be 

satisfied, you’ll have sex but you won’t have babies and if you do have a baby 

your breasts will dry up and the baby will starve and die in your arms. That’s 

one way God gets rid of a society.  

 

And the reason given at the end of v 10? Because you have stopped giving 

heed to the Lord. See, it’s a theological problem that’s at the root of it. It’s 

not a social problem, it’s not an agricultural problem, it’s not even an 

immorality problem, that’s all secondary.  It’s a theological problem 

ultimately. They need to get back in fellowship with God and learn the word. 

 

Now in Hos 4:11-13 things get more serious, because in these verses, 11, 12, 

and 13, God warns them that they have already encountered demonic 

powers. And it reveals that the religion of the northern kingdom in the 8th 

century BC was totally under demonic control. Now when any national entity 

goes so long on negative volition and rebellion against the word of God that 

you have an infiltration of demonism to a maximum form, that nation is in 

great danger. Especially when it’s the people of v 12; God’s people. 

 

Now, from Scripture we know two examples of nations that were deeply 

demonic. Egypt and Babylon. Who was it that Moses, every time he went to 

talk to Pharaoh, had to encounter? Pharaoh’s sorcerers and magicians. And 

every time Moses would do some plague they would try to mimic the plague 

by their dark arts. And it worked for the first two or three and then they 

couldn’t replicate. Point. God is far superior to the demonic powers. And there 

seems to be a relationship between when a society gets deeply demonic and 

how much longer that society will be on the scene. God judged Egypt 

catastrophically. You can read Velikovsky’s Ages in Chaos where he describes 

the humiliating destruction the ten plagues left on Egypt. It wasn’t just a few 

minor catastrophes that you could recover from next year. Egypt was the 

greatest superpower on earth and in the matter of a few months Egypt was a 

desolation. When all was said and done they had no economy, the Israelites 

walked out with their silver and gold, they had no agriculture because it was 



totally destroyed, they had no military because they all died in the Red Sea, 

they had no king because he drowned with his army, and they had a very 

small population, Velikovsky reports probably 90% of the population was 

dead so you can imagine the famine and disease. And that was God saying to 

a deeply demonic society, I’ve had enough. It took 500 years for Egypt to 

recover into any kind of a viable power on the world scene.  

 

So when you read the demonology of vv 11-13 you realize how serious the 

problem was in the northern kingdom. Harlotry, wine and new wine take 

away the understanding.  

Now what this is talking about is what was going on at these orgies down at 

the local temple. The wine and new wine were the drugs and alcohol of the 

day that went along with the sex.  They always go together; they always have 

gone together because drugs open the body up to sex. So what’s being 

described is the first step into demonism, sex, drugs and rock and roll we 

would say, it’s all opening a door to demonism. So don’t think that demon 

powers just automatically visit, and some people just randomly get struck by 

a demon. Demon powers are invited in by certain actions people commit. It 

works like this: sex, drugs and rock and roll numb the mind, literally the 

Hebrew reads take away the heart or the understanding, that’s the 

intellect, they destroy the mind.  

 

Now we don’t know all the details of how it works but what happens is we 

have a problem in life, some situation has happened that’s painful and we 

begin to try and cope with the problem in the flesh. One of the strategies of 

the flesh in coping with pain is to numb the mind and so we try to drown it 

out by drugs, sex and rock and roll. And for awhile that shuts down my mind 

so I don’t have to think about it. And after awhile of doing this the mind no 

longer is able to think and maintain self-control so demons start to make 

contact so they can control. Demons are always looking for people that they 

can infiltrate so they can make waves in history and these are the kinds of 

people they infiltrate - people who have lost control of their minds through 

these activities. And therefore they interpret this as an invitation to infiltrate 

and control and that’s when they enter in. So God warns them in v 11 about 

the danger of these activities  

 

Hos 4:12 spells out what happens when they come under demonic control.  

These people have already gone through v 11, the mind has been numbed, it 



only responds to emotion, now the demons have taken over and what do you 

expect comes next. Step two is the demons want your worship. And so v 12, 

My people consult their wooden idol. But in the Hebrew it’s far more 

pointed than this. If I wrote this the way the Hebrew emphasized it the 

emphasis is on the pronoun, MY people, of all the people on the earth, MY 

people consult wooden idols. I gave them the word, they’re the only 

nation on earth with the word of God and I’ve given it to them as a source of 

truth and divine guidance and what do they do, they consult wood. Now 

obviously that is a very stupid thing to do, they made the wooden thing and 

the thing can’t talk, it can’t breathe and yet they’re talking to it. And further, 

their diviner’s wand informs them and this is rhabdomancy and the 

rhabdomancer is a sorcerer or specialist wizard who is an expert in finding 

hidden things. And so they’d get these two sticks and they’d walk around and 

toss them into the air and however they landed on the ground this would tell 

them which way to go to find answers to their questions. So this is how they 

tried to discover the future, they consulted these things they made with their 

own hands and obviously it’s an idiotic thing but they’ve invited all this idiocy 

in by their activity in v 11. And so what we’re saying is there’s a price to pay, 

a heavy price to pay for v 11 activity because it invites demonic activity. 

 

Now, there’s a causal clause in the middle of verse 12 and that’s the thing 

that should alarm believers of this generation; that was a warning that 

Hosea gave his people of his time. When the believer read this he should have 

evacuated from that area, moved out, because when this thing begins to 

happen the nation is in deep, deep trouble, For a spirit of harlotry has led 

them astray, And they have played the harlot, departing from their 

God. Now the spirit of harlotry is a seducing spirit, and in Scripture the 

demon powers are always looked upon as a male would seduce a female; it is 

always this way. The demons aren’t presented as having sex, but the idea is 

seduction, and the picture is this: here you have the nation Israel; here you 

would have YHWH and here you’d have the demon spirits and the idea that 

YHWH was the right man for the nation Israel who was the right woman.  

That right woman was created to be fulfilled by that right man and she only 

had one right man, the nation only had one God that could fulfill her, but 

rather the demon powers come in and they seduce her.  They are trying to 

attract the right woman to themselves, promising her all sorts of things. So 

he says a spirit of harlotry has led them astray and it means they were 

seduced away from their right God, the picture goes back to Hosea’s marriage 



with Gomer. Gomer’s right man was Hosea but she was seduced away by all 

these customers. But it’s not just a neutral situation that set this up in the 

first place. The individual Hebrew had to first start numbing the mind by v 

11 activity and that is what invited this demon to start the seducing. So it’s 

not that they’re just a victim, they invited this and the demon said, aha, I see 

so and so is ripe for seduction and they attack. It’s no different than what 

men see today, they prey on women but not just any women. They prey on 

women that carry themselves a certain way, that dress provocatively, that so 

to speak are ‘asking for it.’ Men aren’t stupid, they don’t just attack any 

woman; and demons aren’t stupid either, they pick the prey that invites them 

in.  

 

And then the last part of verse 12 shows a very interesting thing of how these 

demon powers work; And they have played the harlot, departing from 

their God. Literally what that says is “from under their God,” now what’s 

that mean? It means out from under the authority of God. You see, Israel is 

like a woman and God is her right man. God is her husband and He has 

authority over Israel, just like in a normal marriage you have the woman and 

she has her right man and her right man has authority over her. She’s made 

for that authority structure. That doesn’t mean the man is a dictator, it just 

means the husband is the leader. And so here’s Israel and God is her 

husband and He’s her authority, her leader and she’s come out from under 

His leadership. And she’s being led by another; she’s being led by these 

demonic spirits.  They played around and now they’ve gotten themselves in a 

deeply demonic situation as a national entity. 

 

In Hosea 4:13 the result, They offer sacrifices on the tops of the 

mountains And burn incense on the hills, Under oak, poplar and 

terebinth, Because their shade is pleasant. Now when they went into the 

land at the Conquest they had to dispossess the nations that lived in the 

land. And that’s the doctrine of holy war. And one of the provisions under 

holy war, which was total extermination, was that they were to totally 

destroy the remnants of pagan religion in the land. And the pagans 

worshipped up on the tops of mountains. Why do you think they did that? 

Why did they seek the highest elevations? Because they thought that would 

get them closer to god. It’s the Continuity of Being all over again. Pagan 

religion always seeks the heights. What did we see in Gen 10 with Nimrod? 

What did he construct? A great high tower because the higher we get the 



more god-like we become, we ascend the scale of complexity. And this is a 

feature of pagan religion and here are God’s people who have been given the 

Creator-creature chasm in their Bibles and yet they’re thinking like the 

pagans. And under these three trees, these are the main shade trees in the 

land at the time and you can imagine what they did under these trees, it was 

nice and shady under the tree so this is where they had sex.  

 

Therefore your daughters play the harlot And your brides commit 

adultery Now everybody knew it was going on but the strange thing is v 14, 

you’d think God would punish these girls but he says I will not punish 

your daughters when they play the harlot Or your brides when they 

commit adultery for the men themselves go apart with harlots And 

offer sacrifices with temple prostitutes; So the people without 

understanding are ruined. The only interpretation we can come to with 

the last of verse 13 and considering what God says in verse 14 is this: that 

the Jewish men were hacked because their wives and their daughters were 

going to these orgies, and they were resenting it. In other words, it was okay 

for them but it wasn’t okay for their wives to do it, it wasn’t okay for their 

daughters to do it; this is the double standard game. We can do it but boy! my 

wife better not be doing it, and my daughter better not do it. And God says 

you jerks, what do you expect? If you set up this religion around the fertility 

concept and men and women are required to worship it, how do you expect 

them not to engage in the worship? You set the system up men. Now you’re 

going to pay the price. What do you expect your wife and daughter to sit over 

in the corner while you go in and fornicate; they’re going to have a good time 

too. That’s the point of verses 13-14. And so God says,  I’m not going to do a 

thing, you’re destroying yourself, there’s no need for Me to intervene and 

punish, you’re reaping the consequences in your own selves. Just think of all 

the mental anguish the men had to face because their wives and daughters 

were making it with other men.  

 

It’s a destroyed society, it’s a demonically driven society and it’s all because 

they said no, we do not want the knowledge of God, we reject the word of God 

and now when we face problems in life we resort to sex, drugs and rock and 

roll and that just invites, that’s just an open door for demons to seize and 

begin to take control of a society. And in that situation God says your 

damned.  That’s it, I’m cutting the umbilical cord of grace and you’re going to 

suffer. And suffer they will. In 721BC the whole nation, priest, prophet and 



people, man, woman and child, they will all be destroyed or taken into 

captivity.  

 

So we conclude with the principle to learn. This is deep, deep carnality and I 

guarantee you want to avoid this. And the way you do it is be a David type 

believer, develop a sensitivity to the word of God, train yourself to be 

sensitive and when you’re out of it confess, be restored to fellowship and keep 

learning the word. 
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