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We come to Nehemiah 7 tonight and the walls of Jerusalem have been 

completed. In a stunning 52 days Nehemiah led the people in overcoming a 

series of satanically inspired obstacles and completing the project, a feat so 

remarkable even their enemies admitted that the God of Israel had helped 

them complete the project. Now we come to chapter 7 and verse 1, Now 

when the wall was rebuilt and I had set up the doors, and the 

gatekeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed, 2then I 

put Hanani my brother, and Hananiah the commander of the 

fortress, in charge of Jerusalem, for he was a faithful man and feared 

God more than many. At this point the city was completely fortified, not 

only the walls had been completed as in 6:1 but also the doors had been set 

in the gates. There were eleven gates according to Ritmeyer’s reconstruction 

of Jerusalem in the time of Nehemiah. Now you see the gatekeepers; these 

men usually guarded the Temple gates but because of the dangers of enemy 

opposition they were appointed along with the singers and the Levites to 

stand guard at the eleven city gates. And having set sufficient guards at the 

gate in verse 2 he put Hanani my brother, and Hananiah, the 

commander of the fortress, in charge of Jerusalem, for he was a 

faithful man and feared God more than many. One question in the 

Hebrew is whether Hanani and Hananiah are two different men or the 

same man. It is possible to translate the Hebrew as my brother Hanani, 

that is, Hananiah, giving two spellings of the same man’s name. In support 

the latter part of the verse refers to one man as a faithful man and feared 

God but equally plausible is the interpretation that the description of the 

man at the end of the verse only refers to the second man Hananiah. 

Supporting the view that they are two distinct men is the fact that verse 3 

refers to them plural and not him singular. So most English translations are 

correct in seeing two men in view. First, Nehemiah’s brother, a man whom 



we already met in Neh 1:2. He had originally brought Nehemiah the news of 

Jerusalem’s condition and the people’s distress while he was still in Susa. He 

apparently shared similar desires with Nehemiah to restore and rebuild the 

walls of Jerusalem. As Nehemiah’s brother his character was well known. 

Second, Hananiah, who is said to have possessed two traits, he was a 

faithful man and feared God more than many. The first trait, a faithful 

man, in the Hebrew is literally “a man of truth.” Hananiah was interested 

pre-eminently in the truth; he put truth higher than personal loyalties, a 

characteristic necessary to all true leadership. Truth trumps other issues. 

The second trait, he feared God more than many, that is, he lived as if he 

was ever under the watchful gaze of God. He did not fear men and what they 

thought; he feared God and what He thought. Living openly before God shows 

we respect God and His awesome nature and that we expect to have to face 

Him as our judge. How did Nehemiah know that this man was a man of truth 

and feared God? Because he had served as the commander of the fortress. 

This was an important position. The fortress or birah was the fortress 

located on the NW corner of the Temple Mount and composed of the Tower of 

Hananeel and the Tower of Meah. This location was the most vulnerable and 

frequently attacked location because of the higher elevations to the north of 

the Temple Mount. Because of his dedicated service as commander of that 

fortress it qualified him to move into a more powerful position. Thus 

Nehemiah put his brother Hanani and this commander Hananiah in 

charge of all Jerusalem. Together they would oversee the entire city.  

 

In verse 3 Nehemiah instructs them in security measures, Then I said to 

them, “Do not let the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is 

hot, and while they are standing guard, let them shut and bolt the 

doors. Also appoint guards from the inhabitants of Jerusalem, each 

at his post, and each in front of his own house. There was still the 

threat of enemy opposition and so as an excellent leader Nehemiah laid down 

two security measures. First, since the most dangerous points of attack would 

be the eleven gates of Jerusalem he commanded Hanani and Hananiah to 

not allow the gates to be opened until the sun is hot. Typically ancient 

city gates were opened at sunrise and closed at sunset. It was very rare for 

this custom to be infringed upon. The measures taken here show that the 

opposition was still moving about in the hills and that Nehemiah saw it as 

necessary to keep the gates of Jerusalem bolted shut until the sun is hot, 

that is, until around noon. An army would prefer to attack earlier in the day 



when it was cooler and easier to remain undetected. He also instructed them 

to command that the guards should shut and bolt the doors while they are 

still on guard. That way there would never be a moment when the gates were 

left unguarded. Second, he also appointed guards from among the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem along the walls, each in front of his own 

house. These watchmen would be able to quickly detect enemy advance from 

any direction.  

 

Verse 4 and we come to a situation that seemed out of place to Nehemiah and 

we know when things are out of place he wants to set them in order. He 

observed, Now the city was large and spacious, but the people in it 

were few and the houses were not built. In other words, he’s observing 

the city; this is a leadership quality, a leader is always observing to see 

whether things are out of place or not, he is keenly aware of his surroundings 

and how things ought to be. In this case the walls are complete, the doors are 

in place in the gates, all these things are as they ought to be. However, the 

city was very large and spacious in comparison to the number of people and 

homes. There were not enough people living in the city. They had a 

population problem. The population density was insufficient for a city of that 

size. Now this points ahead to Nehemiah’s next project. He’s already rebuilt 

the walls of Jerusalem but if you’re a project man there’s always another 

project. You can already guess what the project is and why we have this big 

long list of names starting in verses 6-7. What’s the plan? To repopulate 

Jerusalem. Already in verse 4 we see this desire mounting. Now the city 

was large and spacious, but the people in it were few and the houses 

were not built. Nehemiah wanted to fill the empty space. Also notice verse 

73, it’s just a hint, now the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the 

singers, some of the people, the temple servants and all Israel, lived 

in their cities. And when the seventh month came, the sons of Israel 

were in their cities. Where did they live? Their cities. And apparently 

their cities were not the city of Jerusalem. Some of them were just the 

normal run of the mill Jews but many of them like the priests, the Levites, 

the gatekeepers and the singers worked shifts in Jerusalem. And yet they 

didn’t live in Jerusalem. They lived in their cities, whatever cities those 

were in the surrounding Judean hill country. So they were commuting to 

Jerusalem for their shifts. This was intolerable to Nehemiah. As we flip over 

to Neh 11 we see that indeed Nehemiah’s plan was to repopulate the city. 

“Now the leaders of the people lived in Jerusalem, but the rest of the people 



cast lots to bring one out of ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while nine-

tenths remained in the other cities. 2And the people blessed all the men who 

volunteered to live in Jerusalem.” Very clearly I think Nehemiah was 

formulating a plan to repopulate the city in chapter 7.  

 

So if we come back to Neh 7, verse 5, we see the steps this leader took to 

repopulate the city. Remember, if you’re a “Be, Know, Do” kind of leader you 

need to know what you’re doing, you need to plan up front, there can be a lot 

involved in the planning stage for implementation to be successful. You don’t 

just rush into things. You carefully analyze the situation, research things out 

and slowly formulate a plan. Verse 5, Then my God put it into my heart 

to assemble the nobles, the officials and the people to be enrolled by 

genealogies. The first thing we observe is that Nehemiah says God put 

something in his heart. Can God do that? Does God have access to human 

hearts? Sure He does. He’s sovereign. He can put ideas in your heart. He can 

put ideas in my heart. Now the dangerous thing is to run off and say every 

thought I have in my heart was put there by God. Those are the people that 

run around like chickens with their heads cut off. One day they say, “God is 

leading me to do this.” And then six months later they’ve given up that 

project and they’re doing something else. When you say, “I thought God was 

leading you to do that they just say, “Well, now God is leading me to do this.” 

It’s an endless ridiculousness with these people. How do I know when God 

put something in my heart? When it is something that is in accordance with 

His word. Then it is safe to say that ultimately those ideas were placed there 

by Him since they came from His word. As for Nehemiah, it only followed 

that since God desired His city Jerusalem to be rebuilt that He also desires 

His people, the Jews, to populate it. And since Nehemiah had led the 

rebuilding then he was the obvious choice to lead the repopulating. So then 

Nehemiah’s statement that God put it into his heart to assemble the 

nobles, the officials and the people to be enrolled by genealogies. This 

is gathering the right personnel together to begin some research. The fact 

Nehemiah was interested in their genealogies shows that he was interested 

in discovering who was Jewish and who was not. He wanted to populate the 

city with Jews. So the first step he’s taking here is one of research. He wants 

to collect data related to descent and thereby discover who was a Jew and 

who was not. Now while he was doing some of this research he found the 

book of the genealogy of those who came up first. This is the big long 

list of names in the chapter. Verse 6 tells us who they were These are the 



people of the province who came up from the captivity of the exiles 

whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away, and 

who returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his city. 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken captive Jewish exiles in three waves of 

deportation; in 605BC he took Daniel and some of the royal house and nobles, 

in 597BC he took Ezekiel and about 10,000 Jews and in 586BC he took the 

remnant and destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple. He only left the older and 

poorer Jews behind. Under Cyrus the king the Persia in 537BC, some of the 

Jews returned to Jerusalem and Judah. This was 90 years before 

Nehemiah came on the scene so the list he discovered here was 90 years old. 

We’d say it was out of date. However, it did give him a starting point in his 

researching genealogical records because in all likelihood these families and 

these cities were still living in Jerusalem and Judah. It was such an 

important part of his research that he copies the record he found for us in 

this chapter. 

 

Now, I’m not going to bore you with details of each name. I already did some 

of that when I taught Ezra 2. And this list is essentially identical to that list 

with some minor differences. I’m not going to take you through the 

differences though they’ll be available for you in the lesson online. The point 

is that Nehemiah is showing us sound principles of leadership. He observed. 

What did he observe? The city was vacant compared to the large amount of 

space. He researched. What did he research? Those qualified to live in the 

city. Those who had genealogical proof of being Jewish. He planned. What 

was his plan? To repopulate the city with Jews. These are leadership 

qualities; before you jump into something you observe the situation, you 

research the background and you plan. These are essential steps to 

effectively implementing the plan when the time comes.  

 

Now this list of names discovered by Nehemiah in his research differs from 

the list in Ezra 2 in that there are 19 spelling differences, 18 numerical 

differences, a few missing names and some asset differences. People have 

tried different ways of accounting for these differences. First, a common 

suggestion is that Ezra 2 gives the list of those that departed from Babylon 

while Nehemiah 7 gives the list of those that arrived in Jerusalem. The 

differences then are explained as certain people who set out but did not 

finish. Maybe that’s part of the solution but it still doesn’t account for the 

asset differences since as far as we can tell from Ezra what assets they set 



out with arrived in Jerusalem. Second, the differences may be accounted for 

by copyist errors. These scribes were not Jewish scribes of the Scriptures. 

They were Persian government officials. It is possible that they did not take 

the kind of care that a Jewish scribe would in copying the Scriptures. For 

them it was just another document to be deposited in a royal library. 

Building on this idea, Ezra probably accessed his list at the royal library of 

Babylon while Nehemiah accessed his either at Jerusalem or through 

contacts at the royal library of Susa. With two different copies being accessed 

it is reasonable to assume that a Persian scribe may have been remiss in his 

copying. This could be part of the solution. Ezra and Nehemiah were looking 

at and copying two different lists. Either may have been the original or both 

could have been copies. We don’t know. All we know is that Ezra and 

Nehemiah copied precisely the lists that they had which were apparently 

different lists. Does this affect inspiration and inerrancy? No, all that is 

necessary for inspiration and inerrancy is that if a record is accessed and 

copied the copy made of the record is accurate. If errors were in the records 

they copied, then those errors would be brought into their copies and put into 

the Bible. But there is nothing wrong with that because they copied 

identically what they had access to. Both authors indicate that they made 

their copies from Persian documents. We can assume that they copied them 

identically as they found them. This is all that is necessary for inspiration 

and inerrancy. 

 

So with this record in vv 6-73 his research began. All these families and cities 

of men had returned in 537BC and were in their cities by the seventh month 

of that year. From here Nehemiah would begin to research further the 

genealogies of these families that still lived in Judah and Jerusalem in order 

to find prospects to populate the relatively vacant city.  

 

Nehemiah 8, and here we find Ezra again. Ezra was a contemporary of 

Nehemiah. We learned in the book of Ezra that he had returned in 458BC in 

order to teach the nation the Law of Moses. He was the greatest scholar, 

practitioner and expositor of the word of God and as such King Artaxerxes 

saw it fitting for the well-being of his empire to send this man back to the 

Judean province to instruct the people in the Law of God. He had been there 

for 14 years now instructing the people. But evidently the people’s interest in 

the word of God had waned and probably came to a screeching halt when 

Nehemiah returned and led the rebuilding of the wall. However, with the 



walls completed and God’s evident hand in helping them there was a renewed 

interest in the word of God. So you see in verse 1, And all the people 

gathered as one man at the square which was in front of the Water 

Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of 

Moses which the LORD had given to Israel. In other words, these people 

are asking for Bible teaching. Now this would be quite encouraging because 

as you see at the beginning of the verse, all the people gathered as one 

man, that is to say, all the descendants still living in the land that come from 

the big long list in chapter 7 gathered to hear the word of God. And since we 

know from 7:66 that the original assembly was 42,360 people then we can 

gather that this was quite a large gathering; 30-50K is not an inflated 

estimate. So Ezra’s got a big crowd and we’re told they gathered as one 

man, meaning of the same mind, they all had the same thought in mind and 

that is to know the word of God. Now I’d speculate, and this is a speculation, 

but I’d speculate that the people are excited about the recent completion of 

the walls of Jerusalem. Jerusalem was back on the map, geopolitically 

speaking and since Jerusalem is the central city in the kingdom of God then 

they very likely thought that the kingdom of God was on the verge of being 

restored. They, like us, were living in very interesting times and so they 

wanted to know the word of God.  

 

Now they gathered at the square which was in front of the Water Gate. 

On your map the Water Gate is along the eastern wall south of the Temple 

Mount. Inside this gate there was a large, open area called the square. It 

was in this area that the method of Bible teaching I engage in was founded. 

In fact, this is the central passage on how to teach the word of God. And we’ll 

get principles here. So they’re in this square that could accommodate a large 

crowd and they did a shocking thing. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring 

the book of the law of Moses which the LORD had given to Israel. 

Now I say shocking because I can only imagine the look on Ezra’s face, “You 

want me to do what? I’ve been here fourteen long years studying, practicing 

and teaching the word of God and nobody ever wanted the word of God. Now 

all of a sudden 50,000 people want the word of God. What’s going on here?” 

I’d say the Spirit of God is at work stirring up these people to want to know 

the word of God. Take it for what it’s worth but that’s what I chalk it up to. It 

was nothing in Ezra and nothing in the people; it was the Spirit of God 

moving in the people. So they ask him to bring the book of the law of 

Moses. This was a scroll, not a bound book like we have today; bound books 



didn’t originate until after the time of Christ, before that they had scrolls. So 

bring the scroll of the law of Moses. Now Ezra was a scribe. The Hebrew 

for scribe means one who “counts” or “recounts.” Evidence exists that some 

scribes counted the number of letters in the original so that they could 

produce exact duplicates. So obviously a scribe was a very meticulous person. 

They were very meticulous in their copying of the books of the Bible. And it 

was in the time of Ezra that the specialized function of a scribe as an expert 

in the law developed. By the time of Christ in the Gospels we find the scribes 

as the experts and teachers of the law (Matt 2:4ff). Ezra was one of the first 

of these meticulous students of the law of Moses. The law here is the 

Torah, the first five books of the OT. So Ezra was an expert in Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. This section of scrolls teaches 

the legal relationship of God to man and man to nature. Basically it’s all 

legal, highly technical material and Ezra was “skilled” in this material, 

meaning he was “quick,” that is, he knew where everything was in those five 

books. We’d say he knew the Torah from backwards and forwards, you 

wouldn’t want to be in a Bible sword drill with this man, he could quickly 

recite or find any passage in his Bible.  

 

Now there are a couple of problems here we want to highlight as we go into 

this. The first problem is he’s got a large crowd. Even if it was just 10-15K 

people it was a large crowd and it was probably much larger. How are you 

going to communicate to a crowd that large when you don’t have microphones 

and all the modern technology? That’s problem number one. The second 

problem is that the Bible is in Hebrew and many in the crowd don’t speak 

Hebrew but Aramaic or some other language. They were losing their 

language during the Exile much like people lose their language over 

generations when they move to a foreign country. Just 100 years ago most 

people spoke German here but today hardly anyone speaks German here. 

What happened? Generational loss of language. How do we know the Jews 

had lost their Hebrew? Take a look at Nehemiah 13:24. “As for their children, 

half spoke in the language of Ashdod, and none of them was able to speak the 

language of Judah, but the language of his own people.” We don’t need to 

speculate what all languages they spoke, what we need to know is that 

among the children “none of them was able to speak” Hebrew. Probably a lot 

of adults had lost their Hebrew as well. And yet the Bible was written in 

Hebrew. So you’re two problems are that you have a large group of people 

gathered to hear the word of God and a large portion of them don’t 



understand the language the word of God is written in. Even in the time of 

Christ it was rare for a Jew to know Hebrew and be able to read the original 

Hebrew Bible. That’s why when Paul says I am a Hebrew of Hebrew’s he 

means “I even read the original Hebrew Bible.” It was no small claim he was 

making when he said that, the guy was a brilliant student of the Bible, he 

could read the original.  

 

Then, verse 2, Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly. 

Now before we go too far I want you to jot in your margin that this is the 

beginning of the synagogue form of worship. All the elements of synagogue 

worship are here so let me recite them and then as we go through you’ll see 

them. “This ceremony reflects the form of Israelite worship that had 

developed in exile. Almost the same elements that characterized the 

synagogue services begun then appear here. The people assembled, there was 

a request for the reading of the Torah, someone opened the scroll, and the 

people stood. Then someone (Ezra) offered praise, the people responded, and 

they received instruction (a sermon). Finally the law was read, an oral 

explanation and exhortation followed, and the people departed for a 

fellowship meal.”i Sounds almost precisely like what we do today in the 

church service. It’s not arbitrary; right or wrong the forms we practice are 

deeply embedded in Jewish worship. So the people have already assembled, 

they’ve requested the reading of the Torah and in verse 2, here comes Ezra 

and he brings the law before the assembly. Notice who is in the 

assembly; men, women and all who could listen with understanding. 

That obviously is including children who have reached an age of being able to 

understand and obey. The Hebrew is shama, to hear with obedience. We’d 

say a child 4-5 years old can understand language and obey. The Jerusalem 

Bible translates, “children old enough to understand.” So you had men, 

women and kids down to about 4-5 years old. Please observe that we’re not 

arbitrarily doing things around here. We brought in age-integrated worship 

and kept the nursery because it’s biblical. All the so-called newfangled ideas I 

come up with around here are not newfangled ideas, they are old ideas found 

in the word of God. Age-integrated worship and a nursery are just one 

example. Babies can’t understand so you have a nursery, but a 4-5 year old 

can understand so they go in with the adults. Now here, of course, the kids 

and many parents didn’t understand the Hebrew language, but that’s going 

to be solved later in the passage by the method of expositional teaching. And 

observe, this happened on the first day of the seventh month, it was the 



Feast of Trumpets that leads up to the Day of Atonement and the Feast of 

Tabernacles, all in the same month. It was a big time of year.  

 

Verse 3, He read from it before the square which was in front of the 

Water Gate from early morning until midday. Now I don’t know what 

you think when you read that but what it means is that my sermons are just 

a chip off the block. This was a long sermon. The Hebrew for early morning 

means at dawn, the first light that appears a good hour before sunlight. 

Midday refers to around noon. The bottom line is they stood listening to the 

word of God for five hours. Now that’s what you see when people are good and 

hungry for the word of God! That’s what some missionaries see in the mission 

field. That’s what Paul saw in Troas when he preached all night and a kid fell 

out the window! When people are good and hungry for the word of God they 

will concentrate for hours. But when people are not hungry the sermon will 

shrink down to 20-30 minutes because the people can’t stand it. Now you tell 

me where the church in America is. People are not hungry for the word of 

God in this country. It reminds me of Amaziah, a pagan priest in the 

northern kingdom who yelled at the prophet Amos, get out of here; we don’t 

want the word of God. That’s how I feel as a pastor in this country many 

times. And God said through Amos, because these people don’t want the word 

of God a time of famine is coming upon this land, not a famine for bread or 

water but rather for hearing the words of the Lord. People will go back and 

forth looking for it and they won’t find it. Are we experiencing that in our 

country? Are we facing a famine of the word of God! There’s no question we’re 

heading in that direction. And why? Because people don’t want the word of 

God! So God does away with the expositional teachers of the word of God. A 

famine is coming if it’s not already here! 

 

But in verse 3 you find some people who are hungry for the word and so Ezra 

read for five hours in the presence of men and women, those who could 

understand; and all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 

They were even paying attention all that time! Why you say that is 

impossible. Nothing is impossible with God. And if people are hungry for the 

word of God they’ll sit there all day and all night. I get reports from 

missionaries of teaching and the people start asking questions and won’t let 

them go until the point of exhaustion. People who are so hungry for the word 

of God.  

 



Verse 4, Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium which they had 

made for the purpose. Now that’s not a wooden podium, that’s a 

mistranslation of the Hebrew, it’s rather a wooden platform like the one I am 

standing on, a raised wooden platform, probably much higher than this, for 

the purpose of him being higher so the people could see him. And beside 

him stood 13 men, six on his right and seven on his left; Mattithiah, 

Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand; and 

Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah 

and Meshullam on his left hand. So the platform was large enough to hold 

all these men.  

 

Now in verse 5 he opens the book. Ezra opened the book in the sight of 

all the people for he was standing above all the people; and when he 

opened it, all the people stood up. Apparently this procedure was already 

in place. When the word of God is opened in respect they stood up. This is the 

other thing, for five hours they’re going to stand up in honor of the word of 

God. Can you imagine standing up for five hours? This came down as a part 

of the synagogue service. The Bible is opened and boom, everyone is on their 

feet. Eastern Orthodox churches still maintain that the congregation stand 

throughout the service. The first marriage ceremony I did at LBJ Park in 

Stonewall I accidentally did not seat the guests and so they stood throughout 

the service.  

 

Verse 6, Then Ezra blessed the LORD the great God; the next step in the 

synagogue service, the blessing of God, barak, to praise God by saying great 

and wonderful things about Him and what He has done. And now for the 

three responses. First, all the people answered, “Amen, Amen!” Amen is 

a Hebrew word brought over to Greek brought over to English. It means they 

were in agreement with the words of blessing that Ezra pronounced toward 

God. It’s the part all the Baptists like. The congregation pronounced Amen, 

Amen! Second, While lifting up their hands. In Jewish worship this was 

to hold your hands up with palms open symbolizing the desire to receive a 

blessing from God. This is the part all the charismatics like even though it’s 

questionable whether they know what it means. Third, then they bowed 

low and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. In 

Jewish thought this signifies humility before God. This is the part that 

nobody likes; to get down with their faces in the dirt before God. So these are 

the three responses and in the American church we don’t have all three, we 



have the first, lip service to God, o yes, yes, amen brother and we have the 

second, raising of hands, we want a blessing from God, but we don’t have the 

third and crucial element, humility before Him, bowing in the dirt. And it’s 

quite distressing that this third element is missing since it is the most 

important one. But here are some people who had it, humility before God. If 

you don’t have it, get it because it’s the number one character trait in the NT. 

Are you humble?  

 

Verse 7, Also 13 more men and the Levites; Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, 

Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, 

Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, explained the law to the 

people while the people remained in their place. 8They read from the 

book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they 

understood the reading. We don’t know exactly how this transpired. 

Probably what happened was Ezra read from the original Hebrew law and 

after some reading these men went forth into the crowds and translated for 

groups of people and then gave an explanation so the people could 

understand what was read. This is the expository method of Bible teaching. 

This is what the seminary I attended was established to train men to do. This 

is what I was trained to do. This is what I do.  

 

Now there are a couple of words here that are very important to expository 

teaching. The first one in verse 7 is they explained. This Hebrew word is bin 

and means “to separate, to distinguish, to go between, to make clear” and 

thus the idea is to cut two things properly, to clarify, to give an explanation. 

It is a Hiphil participle meaning they caused the people to understand the 

word of God. This is what I am doing now; I’m going to great lengths to 

explain the text to you. It’s not enough for me to simply stand up here and 

read the text. I need to explain it to you so you understand. The participial 

form refers to a teacher. These men were teachers. God has given gifted 

teachers both to Israel and the Church. Not all believers have this gift. It 

takes skill or specialized knowledge. It includes an ability to communicate. It 

is a gift that develops over time. It helps people understand what God has 

said. And it is vital. 

 

The second word important to expository teaching is verse 8, translating, 

they read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so 

that they understood the reading. The Hebrew word translating is paras 



and means “to separate, to make distinct, to make clear, intelligible” and 

more recently, “to translate.”ii In the context I think the best view is that it 

does mean to translate since many of them had lost their native Hebrew and 

spoke Aramaic among other languages. So these men would go from group to 

group and translate the law of God to give the sense to the people so that 

they could understand what was being read. This shows the necessity of 

knowing the original languages. Why a pastor would not seek to know and 

teach from the original languages I don’t know. But I do know I wouldn’t 

listen to one because he’s not going to get it right some of the time. His 

teaching is going to be light and fluffy and not heavy and life transforming. 

Now this also shows that translation work is a completely valid enterprise. 

We should translate the Bible into other languages. Translations are 

sufficient for things like leading people to salvation. However, to be able to 

clarify deeper things you have to get into the original. It’s absolutely 

essential. 

 

In any case, the teachers job is to translate from the original language into 

the tongue of his audience and then to explain or expound the original intent. 

This is known as Bible exposition! It is not the teacher’s job to tell you what 

he thinks, but to tell you what the text says, to explain it. As you know I often 

re-translate texts for you because I feel the versions you are looking at are 

insufficient at communicating the original intent. And not only that, but to 

then give an explanation of the translation. Why? So that you can be brought 

as closely as possible to the words of the living God. That is what these 

teachers did as Ezra read from the law; they translated it and they explained 

it. Expository preaching is not new; it is an ancient and biblical practice. And 

if you attend a church the pastor must do this or he is not doing his job and 

you are not getting what you need.  

 

In summary, after the wall was completed and the doors were in place 

Nehemiah set Hanani, his brother, and Hananiah, the commander of the 

birah over Jerusalem. He also instigated security measures by appointing 

men to protect the gates and instructing those over Jerusalem to keep the 

gates shut until it was hot due to the enemy opposition. In the midst of these 

security measures he observed that the city was large and spacious since 

there were but a few people living within. Therefore he began to formulate a 

plan by identifying Jews who might move to the city. In his research he found 

an older document recording those Jews who had returned from exile to 



Babylon. This formed a working document to identify Jews in preparation for 

the plan to move some of them back to Jerusalem. When the Day of Trumpets 

arrived the people eagerly travelled to the newly fortified city of Jerusalem. 

They were excited about the prospect that the kingdom of God was going to 

soon be restored. As such upwards of 30-50K men, women and children with 

understanding gathered before sunrise at the Water Gate and asked Ezra to 

read the word of God. For five hours Ezra read from the Law of Moses while 

teachers circulated throughout the audience translating from the original 

Hebrew and giving a full explanation. This stands forever as a model of Bible 

exposition at its finest.  

 

In conclusion, what can we learn? First, we can learn more principles of 

leadership; observation, research, implementation. Nehemiah observed his 

surroundings and saw that things were not right. He took steps to fix them 

by starting with preliminary research. He found a document that gave him 

some headway in implementing his plan. All leaders must be keenly aware of 

their surroundings and take time to do preliminary research in order to 

formulate a sound plan. Second, age-integrated study of the word is 

illustrated by this passage. Men, women and children who could understand 

words gathered to listen. This model greatly encourages parents to reinforce 

what the entire family has heard together and implement it in the home. 

Third, the length of the sermon and attentiveness demonstrate the people’s 

hunger or lack thereof for the word of God. Ezra taught for five hours while 

the people stood and listened. Would that Christians in this country would 

desire the word as this generation. Fourth, Bible exposition is the proper 

method for teaching the Bible. As Ezra read other teachers circulated 

throughout the congregation and translated to give the sense in the native 

tongue as well as gave thorough explanations of the fresh translation. This is 

how the Bible is supposed to be taught. Would that God would lead up more 

men to exposit His word and that they would make due diligence to train 

hard in order to be able to do so effectively. I hope that I do that well so that 

you are better able to come into close contact with the word of our God.   

  

The observation that there are two lists, one in Ezra 2 and one in Neh 7 

shows that the two books of Ezra and Nehemiah, though often thought of as 

one book, are actually two books. Why the differences? Why did Nehemiah 

record his list? What we’re going to find is that the list was acquired by 

Nehemiah as a part of some fresh research for a new project. Now that the 



project of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem is completed he has a new project 

in mind, namely, re-populating the city of Jerusalem. The actual population 

of people within the city was very low and so Nehemiah has it in mind to 

populate the empty space. The list is part of the initial background research 

gathered by Nehemiah in order to formulate a plan to repopulate the city 

 

Before we get to that aspect we want to deal with the differences between 

this list and the list in Ezra 2. As I said before the lists are nearly identical, 

but there are differences and we want to point out the differences and try to 

give an account for the differences. Below I’ve given you several charts that 

classify the differences. First, there are nineteen spelling differences. Some 

are the names of families, as for example when it says “the sons of…” a 

family name is being referred too. For example, in Ezra 2 verse 10 we find the 

sons of Bani and the corresponding spelling in Nehemiah 7, verse 15 is the 

sons of Binnui. Same family but different spellings of the family name. Other 

times we find differences in the names of cities, as when it says, “the men 

of...” and some city name follows. For example, in Ezra 2, verse 25 we find the 

men of Kiriath-arim whereas in Nehemiah 7, verse 29 we find the 

corresponding men of Kiriath-jearim. These are spelling differences and for 

the most part these spelling differences are so minor that it is very easy to 

recognize the two spellings as referring to the same family or city. The only 

significant spelling difference Ezra 2, verse 18 where we find Jorah and in 

Nehemiah 7, verse 24 the corresponding Hariph. And yet, we know this is a 

spelling difference because both Jorah and Hariph mention 112 members in 

the family. So we have spelling differences. How do we account for these? 

 

Second, there are 18 numerical differences. What we mean here is that the 

number listed by Ezra as coming from a family or city is different than the 

number listed by Nehemiah. For example, in Ezra 2, verse 5 there are listed 

775 members of the family of Arah, but in Nehemiah 7, verse 10 there are 

listed just 652 members of the family of Arah. The majority of the time the 

differences are small but in some cases they are in the hundreds and so there 

are a number of spelling differences. How do we account for these 

discrepancies? 

 

Third, there are missing names in one or the other list. For example, in Ezra 

2, verse 30 we find the family of Magbish and there is no corresponding 

family in Nehemiah 7. Nehemiah 7 also mentions in verse 7 a man named 



Nahamani and there is no corresponding name in Ezra 2. So there are some 

names that are missing in one or the other list. How do we account for these 

differences?  

 

Fourth, there are asset differences. For example, in Ezra 2, verse 69 is 

mentioned a total of 61,000 gold drachmas, but in Nehemiah 7, verses 70, 71 

and 72 there are mentioned a total of 41,000 gold drachmas, a difference of 

20,000. Other asset differences persist as we see from the chart. How do we 

account for these differences? 

 

People have chalked up a number of explanations for these differences. First, 

a common suggestion is that Ezra 2 gives the list of those that departed from 

Babylon while Nehemiah 7 gives the list of those that arrived in Jerusalem. 

The differences then are explained as certain people who set out but did not 

finish. I’m leery of this solution because it still doesn’t account for the 

differences in assets or the fact that there would be some who arrived who 

did not set out. Second, the differences may be accounted for by copyist 

errors. These scribes were not Jewish scribes of the Scriptures. They were 

Persian government officials. It is possible that they did not take the kind of 

care that a Jewish scribe would in copying the Scriptures. For them it was 

just another document to be deposited in the royal libraries. Further, Ezra 

probably accessed his list at the royal library of Babylon while Nehemiah 

accessed his from the royal library of Susa. With two different copies being 

accessed it is reasonable to assume that a Persian scribe may have been 

remiss in his copying. I think this is a valid solution. Ezra and Nehemiah 

looked at two different copies of the list. Either may have been the original or 

both could have been copies. We don’t know. I think what we do know is that 

Ezra and Nehemiah copied precisely the list that they had access to and that 

is all that is necessary for inspiration and inerrancy. Inspiration does not 

extend to copies. It extends to the original only. All that is required for 

inspiration and inerrancy is that Ezra and Nehemiah copied precisely the 

lists that they were provided in their respective royal archives. If differences 

existed, and they did, then those can be chalked up to copyist errors among 

the Persian scribes.  

 

                                         
i Constable, T. (2003). Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Ne 8:1). 

Galaxie Software. 



                                                                                                                                   
ii From paras comes Pharisee, those who separated…a designation that reaches back to this period. 
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