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Ecclesiastes 11: 7 and 8; “The Days of Light and Darkness”, Message # 77 in the 
series – “Remember Your Creator”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall 

on October 17th, 2021, in the Afternoon Worship Service.   
 
 

These two verses will bring an end to the section that we have just studied in Chapter 11; of 
doing your good works while you can, while you have life.  They also provide a connecting link to 
the last section of the book, the conclusion, in which all that has gone before will be summed up 
and applied by Solomon.  The truth that he is emphasizing is that life is fleeting and vain; that is,  
if you do not live it for God.  This is a truth which should be remembered, but it is all too easy to 
forget it.  Solomon had to learn it the hard way, as I suspect many of us will have to do.  So, 1st of 
all I want you to think with me about the sweetness and the pleasantness of light.  And then 2nd, 
I want you to think with me about the days of darkness, which will be many.  And then 3rd – We 
will conclude by thinking together about the statement – All that is coming is vanity.   
1st – Let us remember the sweetness and the pleasantness of light. (verse 7) 
       “Truly the light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to behold the sun.”   The word light 
here is a synechdoche.  It is a figure of speech where the word which is written as a general 
statement, as it is here, refers to something more specific in a broader sense.  I believe that 
Solomon should be understood as saying the light of life is sweet.  The word “light” in our text is 
a word which is referring to your whole life.  Your whole life is sweet and pleasant when God 
blesses you and things are going well for you.  If things are going well for you, then it is like you 
are lying on your back, out in woods or in some lush pasture, surrounded by nice shade trees, 
and you feel as though you could lie there all day.   
       Perhaps you might think about it in this way; being on vacation, and lying on the beach in 
the sun for hours.  It is just very pleasant and good if you have nothing else to do, and you have 
planned for it to be this way.  The light is sweet and pleasant.  But hold on now, that may indeed  
be what light means to an unbeliever, but what about a believer?  For the believer, life in God’s 
sight is not a vacation.  And it is not wasting all your time on earthly things and pleasures.  So 
what does it really mean to be able to see that the light of life is sweet, and that it is pleasant for 
the eyes. Well, turn with me over to Isaiah 45, verse 7.  “I form the light and create darkness, I 
make peace and create calamity; I the Lord do all of these things.”  I want you to notice how 
sweet and pleasant a thing light is in this verse.  It is directly associated with peace, because God 
forms the light; whereas, darkness is associated with calamity.   
       Indeed, just like this verse, in the verse that we are studying now in Ecclesiastes, we are 
meant to take it, in more than just a physical sense.  The physical sense is meant to point us on 
to the spiritual sense.  Even as God forms the physical light, even so he is able to give spiritual 
light, and to give you peace.  I would like to take a few more minutes to open up this important 
truth for you.   God is author of light.  As it says in Genesis 1: 1-4 – “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.”  “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 
on the face of the deep.”  “And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”  Then 
God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.”  “And God saw the light, that it was good; and 
God divided the light from the darkness.”   
       You can see here that God is the creator of physical light and it was, and it is today, one of 
His greatest and most distinguishing blessings to all of mankind.  He intended the physical light 
to reveal and to make clear and beautiful all that He had created physically for man.  He also 
intended it to warm and bless man’s mind and his body through the sun’s rays.  He intended 
light to be separate from the darkness.  He intended it to mark off time in days.  Verse 5 says – 
“God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night.”  “So the evening and the morning 
were the first day.”  This creation of light, and if you will notice, it was done before God created 
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the sun on the 4th day of the 6 days of creation.  There is a reason for this, I believe.  It was not 
because God needed the light to see what He was doing, for “the light and the darkness are alike 
to Him.” (Psalm 139, verse 12)  But it was because God is Light essentially in Himself.   
       You see this truth mentioned specifically in John Chapter 1, verse 5.  “This is the message 
that we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at 
all.”  So God is light, and there is no darkness in Him at all.  The light referred to here is not 
physical created light, but rather pure and perfect literal spiritual light.  This God resides in 
heaven, a different spiritual dimension from our physical world.   And He is Light; that is, He is 
perfect, pure, and holy Light in His essential Being.  He is faithful and true to Himself and His 
Word.  He is totally separate from darkness, which is a word picture which represents sin and 
ignorance.   
       But God’s creating physical light first, before He created the sun, was to show us something 
about Himself, and something of His purposes in regard to man.  God who Himself is spirit, 
would create physical light for His creature man on the first day of creation.  Then He would 
create the sun itself on the fourth day of creation, to contain within itself, the light, and to be a 
source of physical light to the whole world.  This was, I believe, a deliberately purposed order in 
the creation to show us that in the fullness of time He would send His Son into the world in the 
Incarnation.  The Essential Light of God the Son, would be found through His Incarnation, 
joined together with a  a physical body, and our Lord Jesus Christ would become the Light of the 
World spiritually.    
       He was the Light of the World all during the time of His earthly ministry, and now since His  
resurrection, He is now the Light of the World in heaven, where He is still shining in all of His 
glory.  The Sun of righteousness arose with healing in His wings, as it was prophesied of Him in 
Malachi 4: 2. Indeed we can say with our text, substituting the word “light” for Christ: “Truly 
Christ is sweet, and it is pleasant for the spiritual eyes of our hearts to behold Jesus Christ the 
Son of God by faith.”  Let me relate for you now, some of the amazing things that Jesus said in  
the gospel of John Chapter 8, verses 1-11.   
       You probably remember this episode in the ministry of Jesus.  The scribes and Pharisees 
brought to Jesus a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery, the very act, and they 
asked him what should be done with her, seeing as the law said that she should be stoned.  And 
you will remember that Jesus, having heard from these men about the sin of this woman, he 
stooped down, it says in verse 6, and He wrote on the ground with His finger.  It was as if He had 
not heard, and that He was not listening to what they had said to Him.  We are not told what it 
was that He wrote, but it was probably something like – “You men had this woman set up, and 
that was why she was caught in the very act.”   
       And so, when they continued asking Him what should be done, with her, He said, “He who is 
without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”  And again He stooped down and 
wrote on the ground; probably the names of some of these men.  Then, because they were 
convicted by their conscience, the men left one by one beginning with the oldest even to the 
youngest.  It goes on to say in John 8, verse 10 that – “When Jesus had raised Himself up and 
saw no one but the woman, He said to her, ‘Woman where are these accusers of yours?”  “Has no 
one condemned you?”  “She said, “No one Lord.”  “And Jesus said to her, ‘Neither do I condemn 
you; go and sin no more.”  “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, ‘I am the light of the world.”  
“He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”  Truly, we can say, that 
the light is pleasant, when you can behold the Son of God by faith.”   
       To behold the Son by faith and to believe in Him is to have all your sins forgiven, and a 
righteousness better than your own, covering you and all of your sins.  And furthermore, you 
will, from that day forward, all of your days, have the light of life, His Spirit and His word to 
guide you into all His truth; to guide you into paths of righteousness and peace.  It must have 
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given that sinful woman great joy to know that the Lord Jesus could come and be the Light of 
the World to her personally; that He shined His light into her dark heart, and would deal with 
her sins in the compassionate way that He did.  He will do the same with you, as you trust in 
Him.  His light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes of your heart to behold the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in His wings, so that your days will be blessed with the warmth 
of His gracious influences in your life.  
Now 2nd – I want you to think with me about the days of darkness, which will be 
many.  (verse 8) 
        “But if a man lives many years and rejoices in them all, yet let him remember the days of 
darkness, for they will be many.”  “All that is coming is vanity.” Jesus is speaking here, again, to 
persons who live their lives as if there is no God keeping track of them, no death that is coming 
for them, no grave to be placed in, no judgment which will follow; and no life hereafter to 
anticipate.  Many people fail to recognize that all the earthly pleasures that they enjoy shall 
indeed come to an end.  And no matter how many pleasant sunny earthly days we have, they will 
eventually come to an end, and they will have to face the difficulties of old age, and death, and 
the judgment to follow.  Surely, then, if we do not remember God, and if we do not have Christ 
as our Savior and Lord, all is vanity.  There will be nothing good which will continue to come to 
us; only an infinity of dark days throughout eternity in hell.  Therefore we must ask ourselves, 
“How should we respond to the light that we have been given?”   
       We must first of all believe in Jesus Christ and begin to walk in His light. Turn with me over 
to John Chapter 12, verse 31.  “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be cast out.”  “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”  “This 
He said, signifying by what death He would die.”  “The people answered Him, ‘We have heard 
from the law that the Christ remains forever; and how can You say, ‘The Son of Man must be 
lifted up?”  “Who is this Son of Man?”   “Then Jesus said to them, ‘A little while longer the light 
is with you.”  “Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in 
darkness does not know where he is going.”  “While you have the light, believe in the light, that 
you may become sons of light.”  “These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from 
them.”   
       Here, Jesus is speaking of Himself as the Light of the World once again, and He is telling the 
many people who were following Him and listening to His teaching, that they must believe in 
Him, lest darkness overtake them.  He says that the person who walks in this darkness does not 
know where he is going.  This darkness is the darkness of blindness which is related to the sin of 
unbelief.  In order to prevent the awful calamity of becoming judicially blind in this life, and cast 
into outer darkness when you die, you must believe in Jesus and thus be made a son of light.  
Once you believe in the light, then you need to walk in the light.  Take steps of obedience in 
accordance with the commands of the Bible so that your life will not be lived in vain.   
       Look also at Matthew 6: 22 – Here the context is “laying not up treasures upon the earth, but 
rather in heaven, because where your treasure is, there your heart will be.  “The lamp of the body 
is the eye.”  “If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light.”  “But if your eye 
is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.”  “If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, 
how great is that darkness!”  Here the light is the understanding of Christ and the Bible; learning 
to do God’s will in relation to the light you have received.  Truly the light of the Bible is sweet, 
and it is pleasant for the eyes of the heart to behold the truth of it.  But if you are a hearer of the 
word only, and not a doer then the result will be vanity.   
       If the way that you look at the light of the Bible (the truth of the Bible) is good, you will act 
upon it to obey it.  Your whole body, that is the things that you will do with your body, will be full 
of this truly Christian understanding.  But if you waste your time pursuing vain things, earthly 
things, or sinfully compromising things, because your eye (your understanding of the Bible) is 
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bad, then your whole body will be full of selfish and sinful works, which works you will be judged 
by.  Specifically, what will this mean if we are sons of light?  It will mean that we will remember 
to do what we can, while we can, for the Lord Jesus Christ.   
       We only have so much time to do our good works and to sow the seed of the word of God.  
So, turn with me over to 1 Timothy Chapter 6, verse 6.  “Now godliness with contentment is 
great gain.”  “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.”  
“And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.”  “But those who desire to be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in 
destruction and perdition.”  “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some 
have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves with many sorrows.” If 
the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  The earthly light may be sweet 
and pleasant for a time, but eventually all will be lost.  “But you, O man of God, flee these things 
and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.”  “Fight the good fight of 
faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses.”   
       “I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who 
witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this commandment without 
spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, which He will manifest in His own time, 
He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has 
immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be 
honor and everlasting power.”  “Amen.”   
       The Christian must remember where Christ is.  He is with the Father now, at His right hand, 
dwelling in unapproachable light.  The Father is this unapproachable light, whom no man has 
seen, nor can see, except through the mediation of Christ Jesus our Lord.  Someday every true 
believer shall behold that light, that glory, in the face of Jesus Christ.  Let this be your vision, by 
faith now, in all the days of darkness that you pass through in this life.  Pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.  Pursuing these qualities will insure that when you 
come to the end of your life, you will not have lived in vain, but that you will find treasure stored 
up there godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness in heaven.  
3rd – I want you to think with me about Solomon’s statement – All that is coming is 
vanity.  
        This statement shows us the vantage point that Solomon was writing from; that of a man 
who had seriously studied life from the standpoint of Existentialism; of just plain life under the 
sun, living without really considering God or learning to fear God.  People may live for 
themselves and their own ideas of what is profitable, all the days of their life, and it will only 
prove vain.  It will prove to be something ultimately very unsatisfying and unsatisfactory in the 
result.  And the basic reason, and the fatal flaw of this kind of reasoning is because God, the 
Author of life, in not in your life at all, as He should be.  Let this not be true of any of us.  Let us 
remember that knowing God and His Son Jesus Christ is the meaning of life.   
       Remember the words of St. Paul in 1st Timothy 6: 17-19 – “Command those who are rich in 
this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who 
gives us richly all things to enjoy.”  “Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal life.”   Let us always remember – To have Christ is to have life and light.  
If you have Him and have His Spirit in you, you will be able to glorify Him, and enjoy Him 
forever; even though it may be, that you will sing with John Newton – Through many dangers, 
toils, and snares, I have already come.  Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will 
lead me home.    

 


