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Sermon Series: The Gospel of the Kingdom — Matthew

Message 107. “Brood of Vipers (Part 2)”” — Matthew 23:29-36
Pastor Phillip M Way

Intro: Jesus pronounces judgment upon this generation of religious leaders and people as it is their
generation that will reach the ultimate height of rebelling against God by the persecution and execution of
the Messiah and His followers.

L. Just Like Your Fathers — vs. 29-32
A. Decorating the Tombs — Acts 2:29
B. Confessing and Denying the Truth
1. Our fathers murdered the prophets — Neh. 9:26
2. We wouldn’t have done that
3. “Fill up” — you will finish/fulfill what they started — Matt. 21:33-46; Acts 2:22-24
II. Hell Bound Serpents — vs. 33
A. Serpents — Gen. 3:1; Numbers 21:5-6; 2 Cor. 11:3-4
B. Brood of Vipers — sons of the devil — John 8:37-47
C. Doomed to be Judged — Rev. 20:10, 14-15
ITII.  Righteous Bloodshed — vs. 34-36
A. I Send — Eph. 4:11-12
B. You Persecute and Kill — 1 Thess. 2:14-16
C. On You May Come the Righteous Blood
1. Innocent Blood
a. Abel — Gen. 4:8-10; Heb. 11:4
b. Zechariah — 2 Chron. 24:20-22
c. All the Martyrs — Rev. 6:9-11
2. The Messiah — Matt. 27:4, 25
D. This Generation — Matt. 12:41-42



Cross References
Acts 2:29

29 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his tomb is with us to this day.

Nehemiah 9:26

26 “Nevertheless they were disobedient And rebelled against You, Cast Your law behind their backs And
killed Your prophets, who testified against them To turn them to Yourself; And they worked great
provocations.

Matthew 21:33-46

33 “Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around
it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. 34
Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its
fruit. 35 And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent
other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them. 37 Then last of all he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 38 But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and cast
him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those vinedressers?” 41 They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and
lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.” 42 Jesus said to
them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief
cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 “Therefore I say to you, the
kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44 And whoever falls
on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.” 45 Now when the
chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived that He was speaking of them. 46 But when
they sought to lay hands on Him, they feared the multitudes, because they took Him for a prophet.

Acts 2:22-24

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles,
wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know— 23 Him,
being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands,
have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was
not possible that He should be held by it.

Genesis 3:1

3 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he
said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”

Numbers 21:5-6

5 And the people spoke against God and against Moses: “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.” 6 So the
Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died.



2 Corinthians 11:3-4

3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted
from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not
preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you
have not accepted—you may well put up with it!

John 8:37-47

37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place
in you. 38 I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your father.” 39
They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s
children, you would do the works of Abraham. 40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you
the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this. 41 You do the deeds of your father.” Then
they said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father—God.” 42 Jesus said to them,
“If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I
come of Myself, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to
listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 45 But because
I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do
you not believe Me? 47 He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are
not of God.”

Revelation 20:10, 14-15

10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false
prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

Ephesians 4:11-12

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

1 Thessalonians 2:14-16

14 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you
also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans, 15 who killed
both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please God and are
contrary to all men, 16 forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill
up the measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.

Genesis 4:8-10

8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose
up against Abel his brother and killed him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?”
He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?” 10 And He said, “What have you done? The voice
of your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground.



Hebrews 11:4

4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness
that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.

2 Chronicles 24:20-22

20 Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, who stood above the
people, and said to them, “Thus says God: ‘Why do you transgress the commandments of the Lord, so
that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the Lord, He also has forsaken you.” ” 21 So they
conspired against him, and at the command of the king they stoned him with stones in the court of the
house of the Lord. 22 Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which Jehoiada his father had
done to him, but killed his son; and as he died, he said, “The Lord look on it, and repay!”

Revelation 6:9-11

9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word
of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O
Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a
white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer,
until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was
completed.

Matthew 27:4

4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” And they said, “What is that to us? You see to it!”
Matthew 27:25

25 And all the people answered and said, “His blood be on us and on our children.”

Matthew 12:41-42

41 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they
repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 42 The queen of the South
will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth
to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here.
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