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Folks, there is no getting around that. We serve a sovereign God. He is in complete 
conrol.

I'm going to ask you the question this morning: how many of y'all have ever been given 
bad advice? Come on, raise your hand. Let me see it this morning. How many of y'all 
have ever been given bad advice? Yup. We oftentimes in our life we go to the wrong 
places for advice. Do you know that? We will go. A lot of times people will have their 
mind made up already on what they're gonna do and they will go to somebody who they 
know that will side with them and give them their confirmation on what they've 
already...they don't care if it's biblical or not, they've already got their mind made up what
they're gonna do. All they're wanting to do is somebody to pat them on the back and say, 
"You know, you're right. Yeah, you've got justification to do it that way."

David was given some bad advice. I have listened, I believe it was 11 or 12 messages 
from Psalm 11, different preachers that preached this message, and I don't think but of 
two of them preached it right. The other 10, they wanted to take one verse and preach it 
out of context and I want to try to teach you something this morning with the 11th Psalm, 
there are only seven short verses in this Psalm and this is David's, probably more than 
likely it is his time when he was dealing with Absalom and he was given bad advice, bad 
counsel, and David learned something, of course, he already knew it, he stands firm in 
verse 1 and he let's us know that the Lord is our refuge and our defense. Folks, you don't 
need advice from the world. Everything that you need is right here in this book right here 
and God will speak to his children, to his people. If they are right with him and in 
fellowship with him and are being led by the Spirit, God's Spirit will lead us in truth and 
right here is where we get our counsel from. Right here is where we get our advice from. 
Right here. The word of God is where our answers are this morning.

At one point in every one of our lives, we have received bad advice and oftentimes this 
advice comes with good intentions. A lot of times it does. Many times in the Bible people
gave other people advice and that advice came with good intentions and no doubt David's
counselors in Psalm 11, it came with good intentions but it was bad advice and the thing I
want to get across to you this morning is you need to be in a place in your Christian life 
when you can identify bad advice and not be swept away with every wind of false 
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doctrine and all of the false counsels that are out there in the world because you as a child
of God, my friend, you don't need to go to some secular counselor and pour out your 
problems to him or her and let them know all of your issues and all of your problems 
when your answers are right here in the word of God.

Now let's read our Psalm this morning, Psalm 11. "In the LORD I take Refuge" is the title
of this message because David knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that the Lord was his 
refuge and the Lord was his defense. Psalm 11:1-7.

1 In the LORD put I my trust: how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to 
your mountain? 2 For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready 
their arrow upon the string, that they may privily shoot at the upright in 
heart. 3 If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? 4 The 
LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven: his eyes 
behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. 5 The LORD trieth the 
righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth. 6 
Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible 
tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup. 7 For the righteous LORD 
loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright.

You say, "Brother Doug, now that's a short Psalm. There's not a lot in that." There's a 
whole lot in that. Oh my goodness, there's a whole lot in that. There are three modes of 
communication here and I want to show you this morning how David was given this bad 
advice and how David, he steadfastly affirmed his statement of faith right at the 
beginning and then he is reiterating or requoting the bad advice that he got, but in verse 4 
he moves into good advice. He doesn't take their advice, he gives them advice, and that's 
how this text is to be understood. 

A lot of people don't understand who's talking and who's saying and what is meant here. 
If you study this and you break it down and you really understand what's going on, David
is talking in verse 1 and he says, "In the LORD put I my trust." That's David's statement 
of faith. That's his affirmation. That's his proclamation. Then at the second part of verse 
1, David begins to reiterate what they told David, and what did they tell David? The bad 
advice? "how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain?" How are you gonna 
tell me to flee when in the Lord I put my trust? Then he goes into verse 2 and he says, 
"For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, that 
they may privily shoot at the upright in heart." And you say, "If the foundations be 
destroyed, what can the righteous do?" David is just repeating the bad advice. That's all 
he's doing. Then in verse 4, David takes a stand and he doesn't heed to the bad advice but 
he gives good faithful advice and he said, "The LORD is in his holy temple." 

Now that's how I'm gonna preach that message this morning. Three points, three simple 
points to this message. Point 1 is David's statement of faith, the first part of verse 1. Point
2 is the faithless counsel for flight. They've got this thing about when they're studying 
soldiers and they study about the post-traumatic stress disorder and they have this thing, 
it's called fight or flight, and a lot of times if you confront somebody that's having 
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problems with post-traumatic distress, anxiety or disorder, they have this wall that they 
automatically put up and they're gonna do one of two things, they're either gonna fight or 
they're gonna take flight. They're either gonna run from their problems or they're gonna 
take a stand an fight. Folks, that's our human nature. Now it doesn't have to be a post-
traumatic stress victim to be wired like that, that's the way God has got us wired and 
David is told, given counsel to take flight and David says, "No. I don't care how bad it 
gets, in the LORD I put my trust and I'm not running nowhere." 

Bad advice. If you heed bad advice, it can take you down the wrong road. You can get 
yourself in a world of hurt by heeding bad advice and it amazes me how the children of 
God go to the world for advice and reject and deny the word of God. Sarai gave Abram 
bad advice one day. What did she say? "Take Hagar, my handmaid." Oh, you saw the 
world of hurt Abram got in from heeding that bad advice. 

Rebekah gave bad counsel to Jacob concerning Esau and his birthright and the deceit of 
his brother and the deceit of his father. Do you know what that cost Jacob? That cost 
Jacob a relationship with his mother because when he was sent away for 20 years to 
Uncle Laban's house, he never saw momma again. She died while he was away from 
heeding that bad advice. 

Ruth was given bad advice in the book of Ruth by Naomi when Naomi said, "Go back to 
your gods. Go back to your little 'g' gods and go back to your people and go back to your 
kindred." Oh, no sir, though, but Ruth said, "No, I have heard that there is bread. The 
Lord, your God has visited his people and given them bread," and she said, "I'm a going 
where you're going. I'm gonna eat where you eat. I'm gonna sleep where you sleep. I'll 
die where you die." But more importantly she said, "I want your God to be my God." Do 
you see what she did? She took the bad advice, she evaluated it with truth and all truth 
comes through and by the word of Yah, and she said, "I'm gonna go in that way."

We have Job that was given bad advice not only from his wife but also from his three 
friends who came and gave counsel to him. Bad advice. 

Bad advice can get you in a world of hurt and David begins to proclaim his statement of 
faith here in verse 1 and he says, "In the LORD put I my trust." That's his statement of 
faith. I want to ask you this morning: who are you trusting in? Are you trusting in the 
economy? Are you trusting in the government? Are you trusting in me this morning? 
Because if you're trusting in anything other than the Lord Jesus Christ, then you're not 
trusting in the only thing in this universe that offers eternal hope and that is Christ, "For 
there is no other name given among men whereby we must be saved and that is the Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

That term salvation is used in many different ways within the Scriptures and it's not just 
talking about eternal salvation in the sense of going to heaven, but bless God, you'd better
thank God for his grace because he saves us every day from different things. Different 
things. He saved the children of Israel out of Egypt. They were saved from the hand of 
Pharaoh. They were saved from the Red Sea. Daniel was saved from the lions' den. 
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Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were saved from the fiery furnace. How much more is
God not doing in your life right now? Can you look at your life and see what God is 
doing and praise him and thank him for that this morning and say, "In the LORD put I my
trust"? Is that your statement of faith? Can you see it? But then along comes the bad 
advice. Oh, when the devil begins to raise up his old ugly head and he begins to walk 
about seeking whom he may devour and he throws everything but the kitchen sink at you,
and then all of a sudden you've got some neighbor down the road that thinks they know 
everything, they know all about your problems, but they don't know anything about 
theirs, alright? They can tell you how to fix your marriage but their marriage is in the 
gutter. They can tell you how to raise your kids but they've got two kids, one of them is in
jail, the other one is on drugs, and you want to heed to that kind of advice? Come on now.
Come on. 

This is the same kind of advice David's counsels gave him. David has given us his 
statement of faith. He said, "In the LORD I put my trust." Regardless of how bad the 
advice is, David said, "I'm not gonna listen to you. I'm gonna listen to God." His faith in 
the God of his salvation because the Lord is his refuge and the Lord is his defense. 
Regardless of how bad it gets, he is the God of help in a time of need. He said, "I'll never 
leave you. I'll never forsake you but I'll go with you always even until the end of the 
world," and the Bible said in John 13, "Having loved his disciples, he loved them all to 
the end." That is eternally in the original text. He loves his own eternally forevermore and
he is from everlasting to everlasting. Bad advice. But it gets dark. When it gets lonely and
there's no one else there, don't heed the advice of the world but turn to God. Turn to his 
word, his answers, his strength, his grace, his truth, his mercy. His refuge, his defense can
be found in his word. 

After Abram has battled with the king of Chedorlaomer over in Genesis 14, now I want 
you to just picture this. David is going through a turmoil and he's given bad advice. Old 
Abram over in Genesis 14 is going through a turmoil and he's just gone through a great 
battle. You see, Abram was a shepherd and all he cared about was his sheep and his 
flocks and his family. He wasn't caring about making a name for himself. He wasn't 
caring about wealth and prosperity. Why? Because in the Lord he put his trust. Then all 
of a sudden that king of Chedorlaomer with five federated armies comes over and attacks 
Sodom and they hold captive the land of Sodom and the king of Sodom. Now Abraham 
had a significant investment down in Sodom. You say, "What's that, Brother Doug?" He 
has his nephew, Lot, down there and Abram didn't throw up his hands and say, "Well, he 
went his own way. He gets what's coming to him." No sir, Abram didn't do that but with 
the spirit of meekness and by the grace of God, Abraham determined in his heart that he 
was gonna go down there and help his brother in need. 

Abram went down there to Sodom and he took on Chedorlaomer with five armies and 
Abram only had 318 men, 318 men and they were shepherds. They weren't warriors. 
They weren't soldiers. They were shepherds. Abram went down there and whooped up on
five armies and rescued Lot. After his refusal to take the riches from the king of Sodom 
because he wanted to give God all the honor and the glory for the victory, he said, "I 
don't even want a shoelace. I don't want as much as a shoelace because later on when 
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God exalts me, you're going to rear back on your throne and say, 'It was me, the king of 
Sodom that made Abram rich.'" But Abram said, "In the LORD I put my trust.

After his meeting with Melchizedek, the king of Salem, the priest of the Most High God, 
the chapter closes. Abram has refused to take any provisions other than the food that his 
soldiers ate and the Bible doesn't state this but Abram had taken 318 men and went up 
against five federated armies but it doesn't state this but I want you to picture the mindset 
of this 80+ year old man at this time. He had just whipped up on the most powerful man 
in the known world. Don't you think he'd be just a little bit scared? Don't you think he'd 
be just a little bit worried about retribution or about revenge? He had refused the king of 
Sodom and said sarcastically, and said, "I don't want nothing from you, not even a shoe 
latchet, a shoelace." He gave 1/10 of all that he had had up to that point to Melchizedek, 
the king of Salem. He had refused to take anything from the king of Sodom to resupply 
his army to get them ready in case Chedorlaomer was to attack and seek revenge. Do you 
know why Abram did all of these things and no doubt he was probably scared totally to 
death? Because it was in the Lord that he put his trust and the chapter closes.

There's something I want to read to you in Genesis 15:1. After that chapter ends, Genesis 
15:1 opens up and says, "After these things," what things? Everything I just told you 
about. I'm not gonna say them again. All that stuff with Chedorlaomer and the battle and 
the fear and the dread and the lack of resupply and now Abram has given 1/10 of all that 
he owns to Melchizedek, the king of Salem, priest of the Most High God and he said, "In 
the LORD I put my trust." But, "After these things the word of the LORD came unto 
Abram in a vision, saying," what did he say? He said, "Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, 
and thy exceeding great reward." Abram knew that payday was coming. Abram knew 
that there was a hedge up around him and he got that reassurance from the sovereign God
of all creation to fear not. "No matter how bad it gets, in the LORD I put my trust. In the 
LORD is my refuge and my strength in the time of need, in the time of help. In the 
LORD, he is my defense. He is my shield."

Well, you don't get no better shield than that. You know, little David knew that. Little 
David had come to a point in his life where he was able to proclaim his statement of faith 
and he was able to say, "In the LORD I put my trust. I'm not gonna listen to your bad 
advice. I know what's right from the word of God. I know what the world would want me
to do." Let me tell you what, when you weigh it out, you look and see is God going to get
honor and glory if I do it this way? Or am I gonna get my pride satisfied if I do it this 
way? Oh, if it's about you this morning, then it's not of God. Leave it alone. Wait on the 
Lord. Put your trust in him. You'll reap where you sow, bless God. You'll reap the harvest
in due season. You sow, bless God. You come along in water but one of these days God 
is gonna give an increase, bless God. He's gonna bless your soul because he's your shield 
and your exceeding great reward. It doesn't matter how bad it gets. We don't have to go to
the world for help. We don't have to get all torn up from the floor up and be worried 
about these things, my friend, because God is our refuge. 

This is the bad advice they gave. He said, "In the LORD put I my trust," now that's David
talking, his statement of faith, point 2: the faithless counsel to flight. This is what David 
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is repeating that they said to David right there where he starts out after the word "trust," 
after the semicolon, "how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain? For, lo, the 
wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, that they may 
privily shoot at the upright in heart. If the foundations be destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?" That's what they told David. They're all worried. There is a panic mode 
here. David has proclaimed his trust in the sovereign God and he is reiterating their bad 
counsel, their bad advice. "You're telling me to run when God is my shield? You're 
telling me to flee when I've got on the whole armor of God and I can stand and fight 
because greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world? You're telling me that the 
wicked bends their bow and targets the righteous? Well, bless God, they can't get through
the shield." What are you worried about this morning? The devil is gonna try anything 
and everything but know this, this morning: God has a hedge up around you and if 
anything comes your way, it's because God allowed it.

You say, "Why, Brother Doug? Why would God allow that?" He's still working on you 
and it's not for you, it's for him. It's for his honor and for his glory. Do you see what he's 
doing with your life? Do you see the glory that he gives out of your witness, out of your 
testimony because you have the desire and the willingness even through the darkness and 
the turmoil to keep on keeping on by the grace of God? Perseverance. Why? Because you
know in whom you put your trust. You can rest assured this morning that he is your 
shield, he is your exceedingly great reward and you do not have to flee. You do not have 
to run. You do not have to hide because he is God and he is still in control.

David is repeating their bad advice. "Flee like a bird to your mountain. Go run and hide. 
Tuck your tail between your legs and hit the hills." That's basically what they're telling 
him to do here, "the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the 
string," and that word "privily" means "in the darkness." In the darkness they "shoot at 
the upright in heart." They take their bows and their arrows and their swords and their 
knives and the devil and his demons and all of his little cohorts and all of his little 
workers, when do they attack? They attack in the darkness. They attack but know that he 
is the light of the world. 

Oh my goodness, don't run to the world for counsel, seek him, find him right here in this 
book. Do you realize that? Let me ask you something this morning, don't answer me 
audibly because with some of you right now, I'm worried what the answer would be: are 
you in love with this book? Are you in love with this book? Can you see Christ on the 
pages in this book? Do you learn about your Lord and Savior through God's word? 
Because the only place, my friend, that God speaks to us in this day and age is through 
and by the Scriptures and what we have now is a more sure word of prophecy. That's our 
advice. That's our wisdom. That's our guidance. That's our counsel. We do not need to 
seek the advice of a condemned, depraved, lost and dying world but we need to seek 
Christ through and by his word. You see, America doesn't need Obamacare so they can 
get all pepped up on goofballs and feel better, alright? America doesn't need psychiatrists 
and psychologists to write scrips and say, "Take three of these every day and you'll feel 
alright." America doesn't need counseling and rehabilitation programs to where we 
reeducate. America needs the word of God and they need to get back to the fundamentals.
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And David said, "You honestly think that I'm gonna run? You honestly think that I'm 
gonna hide?" David is saying, "Look," they said here, they said, "If the foundations be 
destroyed." Now that's the verse that's preached out of context. They act like David is the 
one saying that. They act like David is saying the foundations have been destroyed. I've 
got news for you, friends, this morning, the foundations will never ever ever be destroyed
until God says it's time. The foundation of the Lord standeth sure. He's the one that 
started it, he's the one that'll finish it.

Had a little boy over at the regional office one day in Huntington, they got the recycle 
bins in. I hadn't gotten used to the recycle bins quite yet and I took that aluminum pop 
can and I have OCD about those caps to put them into that thing that sends them off to 
the dialysis place. I've always done that. As a matter of fact, I've got a few in my pocket 
right now from this morning. But I took that aluminum can and I crushed it and I didn't 
think about the recycle, I just threw it in the regular trashcan. He looked at me and he 
said, "Ain't you worried? Ain't you worried about this old world? About this old earth? 
About the decay and the pollution?" And he said, "Don't you know that man is destroying
this planet?" I said, "Buddy, let me tell you what," I said, "we take every aluminum can 
on the face of the earth right now and just dump it in the sea and that's not gonna do a 
thing to this planet as far as destruction." Man will not, my friend, listen to me this 
morning, you can recycle if you want to but if you do the study you'll find out it costs 
more to recycle than it does to make brand new out of nothing, alright? But you just do 
the study on me. Listen to me, man will not destroy this planet by any means. Not by 
pollution. Not by global warming. Not by nuclear weapons. None of these things will be 
the destruction of this planet as we have learned very clearly from the book of the 
Revelation and from 2 Peter 3. It is God who has reserved this planet and the universe 
and the stars and the heavens unto fire for the great and dreadful day of the Lord. That's 
the same God that your trust better be in this morning. That's the same God that you need 
to go to for counsel. Your counsel, your advice is right here in God's holy Word.

He says they say, "Well, the foundations are gonna collapse. If the foundations be 
destroyed, what can the righteous do, David? We've got to run. We've got to flee to the 
mountains." Paul told Timothy, he said, "Nevertheless, the foundations of God standeth 
sure having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his." Oh yeah. "Let everyone that 
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 

David knew this and David responded to this faithless counsel and here's how he 
responded in our third point: the faithful counsel. David's response and David says this, 
verse 4, 5, 6, and 7, "The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven: 
his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. The LORD trieth the righteous: but 
the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth." You say, "Wait a minute, 
Brother Doug, I thought God loved everybody?" Well, where are you getting that from? 
Alright? Where are you getting that from? 

Let me just run a quick little rabbit here this morning. You'll remember this. You'll 
remember this from Sunday school lesson. This is taken so out of context so many times, 
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oftentimes we misquote this and preachers want to preach a whole message just on this 
one verse right here. Alright? We know where we were at this morning, we were in Acts 
10. We were in Acts 10, right, where it says God is no respecter of person, do y'all 
remember that? We said the Bible said that God is no respecter of person but there's a 
colon after that verse. What comes after that? He's no respecter of person for what? For 
those that do his will and for those that seek his face and for those that follow after God. 
Let me tell you what, my friend, when God puts a desire in your heart to serve him, when
God breaks your heart through and by the Gospel, you will have a desire to seek after him
and then God is no respecter of person. God will save anybody that truly seeks after him 
just like Cornelius was truly seeking after him. Cornelius wanted to be saved. Why? 
Because God had put that in his heart. And Peter came to him and he said, "I am 
persuaded, I know now that God is of no respecter of a person." Why? Because anybody 
that seeks after God, God will save. God will save. Do you know that this morning? He 
revealed himself to those whom he wills and, bless God, when he reveals himself unto 
those and they begin to seek after him, he will save them. He is of no respecter of person, 
not between Jews or Gentiles or anything like that. 

David knew this. David knew it. He said, "What do you mean if the righteous have no 
hope?" We always have hope, my friend, once you've experienced the grace of God. I 
don't want to take away anything from your message there, so I'm gonna leave that one 
alone. Y'all get that next week, right? Y'all get that next week. There's always hope once 
you come to the knowledge of his grace, once you have experienced it. You have eternal 
hope. Oh, one day that hope is gonna be fulfilled. One day that faith is gonna pass away 
and all we'll have left is what? Come on, say it again. Say it one more time. Oh, that's all 
we'll have left is charity, agape love. Hope has been fulfilled. Our faith has been fulfilled.
All we'll have left is love. Why? Because it's the Lord who is our refuge, it's the Lord 
who is our defense. We don't have to run and we don't have to hide.

"The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven." The LORD'S throne 
is in heaven, "his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. The LORD trieth the 
righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth." God said, "I will 
laugh at you in the day of your calamity." God said, "You reject my word, you reject 
me," God said, "I will laugh at you in the day of your calamity. You will seek my face 
and you will not find it. You will call upon my name and I will not answer."

"Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this 
shall be the portion of their cup. For the righteous," oh, right here it is, faithful counsel, 
"For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness." You see, he loves righteousness and the 
only way, the only way, my friend, is for you to seek after that righteousness and then 
God is of no respecter of person. Do you want to be saved this morning? Bless God, God 
will save you. You say, "Well, I don't know if I'm elect." Are you wanting it that bad? 
You've got to ask yourself that question. Don't worry about that, bless God, call on him 
and he'll save you if you hear him and you call on him in faith believing and you've heard
the Gospel. No respecter of person. 
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He loves, "the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the 
upright." This is the faithful counsel. We don't need to go to the world. We do not need to
go to the world for our help. We don't need to go to the world for our answers, alright? 
As much as I love this country, our hope and our assurance and our security is not in the 
United States government. It's not in the Constitution. It's not in the Senate, the House of 
Representatives, the whole Congress. It's definitely not in the Supreme Court. They've 
proved that, alright? Our hope is built on nothing less save Jesus' blood and 
righteousness. "The righteous LORD loveth righteousness."

There are four things I want to show you this morning and I'm gonna close. David shows 
us four things in his good advice that he gives from verse 4 to 7. Four quick things. I'll 
come back in about a year and preach this as a totally individual different message. This 
is a message within itself and I'm not gonna belabor them this morning. Four things I 
want you to take away from this message this morning, Godly counsel through and by the
word of God. 

1. The first element of faith: David believed that God reigned over all. Do you know 
why? Verse 4, part 1, "The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in 
heaven." David believed in the sovereignty of God. 

2. The second element of faith: David believed that God sees all. What does he say here 
in 4B? "His eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men." There ain't no hiding from 
him. He sees it all.

3. The third element of faith: verse 4C to 5A, "the LORD'S throne is in heaven: his eyes 
behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. The LORD trieth the righteous." David 
believed that God tests all. God tries all. Let me ask you this question this morning: has 
God ever tested you? Yeah. Has he ever tried you? Yeah. Has he ever tempted you? No. 
He's never tempted you. If anything comes your way that results in sin either outcome, 
it's a temptation. It's not a trial and it's not a test but the Lord tries all, the righteous and 
the unrighteous. God has never tempted anybody on this planet to sin. Do you realize 
that? Never. Not once. That comes from the prince of the power of the air. 

But David shows us in this third element of faith that God, he believed that God tests all 
and if you're going through testing this morning, you can rest in the God of your refuge 
and the God of your defense this morning and knowing that he's still working on you 
because it's what you're going through this morning, is it resulting in sin? Then it's of 
God. It's of God. Your actions, regardless of what they are, would they lead you or cause 
you to sin? It's of God. It is of God, my friend. It is a test. If you can answer no, there is 
no possible way that I can sin from the outcome of this, then it is of God. It is a test. It is 
a trial to make you better, to make you who God wants you to be for his honor and for his
glory. 

Why? Because of this fourth element of faith, this fourth and last one right here in verses 
6 through 7: David believes that God rewards all. Not only does he test all, not only does 
he try all, but he rewards all. You say, "Brother Doug, you mean to tell me that the 
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unrighteous, the wicked and the sinful, those who rebel and reject against God are gonna 
be rewarded?" That's exactly what I'm saying. Listen, 11, verses 6 and 7. David believes 
God rewards all. "Upon the wicked," here's their reward, "he shall rain snares, fire and 
brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup." The reward for 
the unrighteous. But what about the reward for the righteous? Verse 7, "For the righteous 
LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright." 

Now the NASB doesn't word it like that. You say, "Brother Doug, why do you bring all 
these different Bible verses?" I read them all, bless God. I want to get the whole package,
the total picture. I want to see what the original intent of the author is trying to say here. 
It says that, "his countenance doth behold the upright," in the King James but in the 
NASB it says, "the upright shall behold his face." In other words, if his countenance is 
beholding us, are we not beholding him? And you say, "What's that mean?" That's the 
final fulfillment of the reward because David believed that the Lord God of heaven 
rewards all and the unrighteous will be rewarded with total separation from God. 

But the Lord, the righteous Lord loveth righteousness. They shall be rewarded with what?
For the righteous shall behold his face. I can see now why if I looked upon him now I'd 
drop like a dead man in this mortal flesh, but oh, one day I'm gonna get to see, Brother 
Ray, one day I'm gonna get to stand in his presence and I'm gonna be able to look back at 
all of the things that occurred in my life and I can say, "Oh, I see the big picture now. I'm 
up higher now. I can look down and I can see it all, bless God." And I can say, "Thank 
you, God, for what you did in me, not for what I did. And I thank you for those moments 
when I had to flee not to the mountains but I had to flee from bad advice, I had to flee 
from bad counsel, I had to seek your face, God. I had to go to your word and now I am 
here beholding your face my shield, my reward, my buckler, my high tower, my rock, my
fortress, my King, my God, my Lord and Savior."

When the world says flee, do you know what David is telling us to do here? Don't flee, 
fight because you've got something in you that the world doesn't have. You've got 
something in you. Oh, I feel like preaching now. Do you realize this morning you've got 
something in you that scares the boots off the devil? We've got something in us this 
morning that absolutely terrifies Satan and terrifies his demons and we want to walk 
around and feel meek and lowly and just feel like worms? Bless God, I'm not a worm. I'm
a king. I'm a priest. I'm a royal priesthood. I'm part of a holy nation, a chosen generation, 
a peculiar people. Why? Because the Lord is my refuge, the Lord is my defense. He said, 
"Fear not."

Remember I told you what my mamaw used to call me? Dougie ??. I don't know why she
called, she called my daddy Fiddlesticks but she used to call me Dougie ??. Fear not, 
Dougie ?? That's hard country out there, folks. I don't know if you've ever been there. 
That makes Rush look like Broadway. 

Let me tell you what, I've been in some places where I feared and I've been scared and 
I've been tore up from the floor up and I'm sure old Abram was, and I'm sure there was a 
little part of David here that was probably scared. Absalom, his son, had taken over the 
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kingdom and wanted to kill his daddy. Oh, but David said, "In the LORD I put my trust." 
Whatever you're going through this morning, whatever you're going through in your life, 
it's not gonna go away until God gets you through it, alright? God's not gonna pull you 
out of it. God's not gonna pull you out of it. God's not gonna just totally deliver you from 
it and go away. Boy, you can have bragging rights then, couldn't you? Oh, but God's 
gonna get you through it and then you can look back and tell everybody what God did for
you and then who gets the glory for that? Can you take one ounce of credit for that? No 
sir, but to God be the glory, great things he hath done. Our buckler, our shield, our 
refuge, our defense, in the LORD I put my trust. I do not need the evil wicked counsel of 
man. Like I told you all 4011 times, if it ain't in this book, leave it alone. Leave it alone, 
alright?

Let us bow our heads.
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