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Go ahead and take your Bible and turn with me to Matthew 19 and verse 3. We will start 
reading. We are continuing, this is our second message, that's a better way of saying it, 
right? The second message in our study of Matthew 19. Matthew 19:3 says that, "The 
Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful," or legal, 
is it legal, "for a man to put away his wife," or divorce his wife, "for every cause?" or any
cause. "And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them
at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?  
Wherefore they are no more twain," they are no longer two separate entities, Jesus is 
telling us, "but one flesh," one person. "What therefore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder." Let nobody separate. "They say unto him, Why did Moses then 
command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them, 
Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered," the meaning of the word there, 
he allowed it to happen, he allowed "you to put away your wives: but from the beginning 
it was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for 
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which 
is put away doth commit adultery. His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so
with his wife, it is not good to marry. But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this 
saying, save," or except, "they to whom it is given. For there are some eunuchs, which 
were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made 
eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the 
kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it."

So we are back in the Scripture here, Jesus answering a very vital question about life and 
specifically divorce and marriage. Those of us gathered at the wedding yesterday, it was a
great time and I referenced it already, the fact that it was a jubilant occasion. I think that 
their particular approach to the wedding part of the ceremony, they really and I really 
appreciated the fact that they were enlisting all of us there to participate as witnesses, 
right? The actual name or title of the service in their culture is called "The Blessing," so 
it's a service not only whereby a husband and wife are becoming formally, legally and in 
God's sight married to each other, they're doing so in a way where they're invoking God's 
blessing. And they get to that actually very specific part of the service where we're all 
together, the congregation is holding out hands, right? My head was bowed and my eyes 
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were closed. I was up front and those of us as the ministers, we had our hands right on the
couple and it was a very effective way to perform a Christian wedding. The emphasis on 
the vows, it seemed to me there was even greater clarity and emphasis especially with 
regard to some of the other factors of it, and so it was awfully hard to miss what a biblical
marriage really is while being at that wedding ceremony.

So we have a question that came up, it comes up in the passage here and it is the question
in the passage. It says the Pharisees come to Jesus and they're tempting him and we went 
over this last week as far as at least part of where they were going with this. They're 
trying to get him to give at least what some people in their midst would consider a bad 
answer, a wrong answer. But the question is: is it legal for a man to put away his wife for 
any cause? And so the rest of the passage is Jesus' answer to this question. It was a big 
hot-button issue in their day in their culture and especially among Christian circles today,
it is every bit a relevant and hot-button topic and a very debatable and let's just go ahead 
and say it, controversial issue in our day as well, even within the church, or I should say, 
it's not as controversial outside the church, is it? Right? It really isn't, you know, anything
goes. If two spouses are tired of each other and that's all that needs to be said, there's the 
divorce court. Divorce lawyers advertise their wares all over the place. Not hard to find 
one and so on.

So Jesus gives an answer but the answer in which he gives really challenges our, in many 
cases, our misguided and wrongly prioritized desire to get the question we want about 
divorce. Well, Jesus essentially says, "Well, wait a minute. I will answer your question 
but what you need to realize is part of the answer is what marriage is all about, what 
marriage is intended as God's design and God, the original instituter of marriage." So first
of all, marriage is a covenant. He says this, where does he say it? Verse 5, he says, "this 
cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife." That's what our 
brother Ken B. was doing yesterday and Agata as well. The cleaving idea, leaving and 
cleaving, the cleaving or clinging to the person you're married to is the idea of covenant. 
Of course, it can't be overstated. Somebody is promising to be the husband or wife of 
their spouse until, until death separates them and that is what we mean by covenant. It's a 
promise.

Interesting, a few of us attended what was called earlier in the day yesterday before Ken 
and Agata's wedding, we attended what's called "The Traditional Engagement" and I 
would love to tell you a whole lot more about it. It was very insightful and interesting. 
There were a couple of things that came up that really do accentuate some of the reasons 
why in African and especially Ghanaian culture, they're both from Ghana, why the 
divorce rates are so low. They don't have a lot of married couples that get divorced. And 
one of the things they did during this engagement rite or ceremony, there were parts of it 
that were actually quite humorous and certainly engaging and they were very kind. The 
bulk of it was in their native language but they did much to translate it into English so 
those of us from here were able to follow it and to really have a very good idea of what 
was going on. But one of the things that they did toward the end of the ceremony was 
other members of the family spoke up and made themselves available to hold this couple 
accountable and said, "If there's an issue that arises in your relationship where you need 
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help outside of the two of you, we want you to call us and contact us." Some of you were 
there, you heard this. And they said, "I want you to have my cellphone number and we're 
very serious about this." 

And there were other things that were done throughout the day that really accentuated 
that. The signing of the marriage certificate which is the paper part of the covenant, it was
actually a prominent part of the wedding service at the church yesterday. You know, 
those of you that were there, there were a bunch of people, the elders and ministers and 
other folks, just all disappeared, right? Do you remember that? Well, they were going in 
there and I should have tagged along, right, so today I could have told you what actually 
went on in there but I didn't. I was really trying to keep my head clear before the message
that I was about to give during the service. But anyway, I believe it was also a matter of 
those witnesses and there was a younger gal from Ghana that I spoke to before the service
and she said when witnesses, official witnesses at a Ghanaian wedding ceremony, their 
names and contact information goes down so that if either party begins or initiates the 
process of divorce, those witnesses by law get brought back into the whole process and 
they have to approve. Did you hear that? They have to approve of any ongoing divorce 
proceedings. 

So there's a lot that's done within that culture to, and what's the point? To reinforce this 
idea of marriage as a covenant, a lifelong promise. So I think that's all well and good and 
it's important. We need safeguards to protect ourselves and to assuring that we hold up 
our part of the marriage covenant and marriage contract, but we also looked at last week 
that what is a marriage a covenant to? You're covenanting, I know that's probably not a 
verb but you're covenanting yourself to do what? Now, in light of what I just did in citing
African culture and oftentimes within the church and within the conservative Christian 
church, when it comes to the permanence of marriage, we really often leave it just at this:
that it's a covenant to stay married and I think that's problematic.

You're like, "What? What?" And this goes back to what is a married couple committing 
themselves to? And the vows were highly instructive and insightful yesterday. They're 
saying and you put any group of traditional wedding vows together and what are the 
perspective husband and wife saying to each other? They're saying, "I will have you and I
will have you today as my wife so that I will love you and I will give of myself in every 
way that's needed to be there for you." Right? That's the covenant and let's be honest, and
to spare going through all of the vows, let's be really clear on this together and be agreed: 
that's a promise to do a whole lot more than just stay married and not get divorced. 
Yesterday I would have gotten a lot of amens, I think. It is and so a husband and wife, 
when they marry, are committing themselves, they're promising themselves to love, to 
devote and to be there in every way, and let's be honest, some marriages require a whole 
lot more of one person or both of them than other marriages may but when you enter into 
that covenant, you're saying, "I will do everything that is needed to do that." 

And what we cited last week was this purpose of marriage is companionship, right? God 
says, God tells us this in Genesis 2 with real dramatic flair, everything is good that he 
created except the fact that man is still alone. Not good, and it's not that something God 
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created wasn't good, it's the fact that he wasn't done yet, right? Which really emphasizes 
the whole point which is what? Marriage is all about the two of them being complete by 
being together and the primary way in which that is noted and seen is the fact that 
without each other they're alone and together they have come alongside of each other as 
companions, but even more than that, we called it last week deep friendship. Best of 
friends? You know, very often husbands and wives really shy away from referring to 
each other or even thinking of each other as best of friends but that is the goal. It is the 
goal. I understand there are some cases where it seems to be an elusive goal but it's still 
the goal and the objective is to have this completely open and transparent relationship 
with each other, that you continue, and this is what we really need to encourage each 
other with is the fact that the sure-fire prevention to a marriage falling apart legally is 
making sure that our pursuit in the marriage as the two parties, is the fact that we make it 
all about the other person, all about strengthening that friendship and that relationship. 
And I want to contend before we go any further, that when a man and wife covenant 
themselves to each other in a marriage ceremony, they're committing before biblically 
speaking, a Christ-centered, Bible marriage is they're covenanting themselves to this deep
friendship and if the deep friendship is there and continues to be pursued and it's 
maintained and sustained, divorce is not even on the radar, right? Absolutely. So that is 
the goal and this is what Jesus is talking about marriage and it's part of his answer about 
divorce. 

So, thirdly, we also see the priority of marriage. We see it in verse 5, that you leave father
and mother and cleave to his wife. The vow that comes up in wedding ceremonies, 
leaving all others, clinging only unto her, right? It's a relationship that's top priority 
among our human relationships with people and so it's the leave and cleave idea. And 
verse 6 tells us wherefore they are no longer two people, right? Look right there with me, 
verse 6, they are no more twain, that is, they are no more two separate people but they 
have come together to become one and so it's this priority. In every marriage, there are 
and you see this in every case, you see this when two people prepare to get married, 
especially from a pastoral kind of bird's eye view, counseling a couple to get married, 
there's always these outside forces and influences that threaten the strength of that union. 
And sometimes, let's be honest, we're trying to be candid about this today. A few weeks 
back we were candid about the physical aspect of marriage as well as infidelity, well, we 
need to be candid about what really goes into a strong and healthy marriage as well as 
what Jesus says about divorce. 

So Ken and Agata were no exception and I'm not going to go into a lot of detail but it was
very clear and obvious that with in-laws and each other's families and it's just...and I'm 
not picking on them, it's the same way with all of us. In many cases, in some situations 
more than others, that there are parents of one of them or a brother or a brother-in-law or 
a sister-in-law that really wants to tell them, "This is how you need to live your life and 
you need to be more devoted to us than the in-laws," right? You follow me with all of 
this. It's just normal human nature, right? And what that means, though, what Scripture 
says is that, "No, both of you have to leave your respective families and you come 
together to form one new family with one unified goal, to walk with God and raise godly 
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children and to have a relationship that reflects the grace and unconditional love of 
Christ." This is what we're called to in marriage.

So this is what he says about marriage. He also, he says all this to fully answer their 
question about divorce. That's the question in verse 3. So he says in verse 6, he says, 
"Hey, they are no longer two anymore, what God has put together, let no man separate. 
Let nobody begin to consider separating this marriage union." This is what he says and so
we see here and this is what we'll close with as far as what Jesus says about divorce, and 
what we see in verse 6 and also understanding what he says in verse 9, we see here that 
divorce and any other breaking of the marriage bond should never happen, right? Do you 
see that Jesus is saying that? I think we're all agreed on the first part of it, that Jesus is 
saying that divorce shouldn't happen. That's what he says in verse 6. He's answering their 
question and in answer to their question, "Can a husband divorce his wife for any 
reason?" In verse 6 he says, "Hey, you need to realize, marriage is God's design. When he
brings two people together, there is no intention that that ever be divided up, be cut up or 
separated. What God has joined together, what he has put together, let no man separate."

So divorce shouldn't happen, but also understand the way, make sure you grasp the way I 
worded this: divorce or any other breaking of the marriage bond should never happen. 
There are other ways that the marriage covenant is broken and the Bible through the Old 
and New Testaments tells us that adultery broke that marriage covenant. In the Old 
Testament for a spouse in a marriage to be found guilty of committing adultery, they 
were to be what? Many of you know this. It was a capital offense in God's law. They 
were to be stoned. It really is the case. And the truth is it's not just that they proved 
themselves to be a really bad person, it was the fact that they broke that bond, right? And 
that bond in God's written revelation in the law, is something sacred and holy that reflects
his nature and his covenant love to us, and for that to be treated so lightly and with such 
disregard was in the Old Testament a capital offense.

So I want to make sure we understand that first of all, that what we see in the prohibition 
of the breaking of the marriage bond includes divorce and it also includes the sin of 
adultery, marital infidelity. And it really is the case that Jesus is saying here that, "No, 
that separation should never happen." And part of this understanding that this is God's 
design for the marriage union to be lifelong and God's design, and this is part of the 
power of the marriage relationship, not just the fact that somebody goes in, "Well, I can 
never end this thing because I made this vow and commitment." Well, that is true but the 
bigger meaning of it is the fact that the support and the strength partly arises from the fact
that both of you have told each other and you continue to tell each other that, "No, I am 
with you for life. I am together with you no matter what disagreements we may have, no 
matter in what ways we may have failed each other in the past, that I am here for you and
with you and that will never end." And by the way, as married couples, it doesn't hurt to 
remind your spouse of the promise that you already made, and even perhaps you're in the 
middle of real dark waters in a marriage, all the more appropriate it would be for you to 
say, "Look, I know we haven't always seen eye-to-eye. We've had trouble but I'm still in 
this thing and I'm in it not just for the kids." It often gets said that way. "I'm in it for you. 
I'm in it because I promised to covenant my love and my lifelong friendship and 
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companionship with you and I am still still just as committed to it if not moreso than 
ever." So this is God's design and is for the marriage covenant to be permanent.

Secondly. First of all, divorce and any other breaking of the marriage vow should never 
happen. Secondly, I believe that what we see here in verse 9, our Lord recognizes that 
there are cases when divorce happens and there are cases when it either can't be avoided 
or divorce and remarriage is permissible. So look with me at verse 9. Jesus said, "And I 
say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 
marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth 
commit adultery." 

So let's look at this and I understand with a smile on my face, that this is a somewhat 
controversial issue among conservative Christians as a whole, and among us as a 
congregation. We don't, at least up until now, up until today, we haven't all understood 
what Jesus says here in verse 9 exactly the same way and I fully recognize that and I 
invite and welcome any questions about this after the service or any time going forward. 
But I do want, and perhaps you have questions about what I'm about to say, my 
understanding, interpretation of this verse, and I welcome that. That's a good thing. It 
certainly is. But I do want you to be aware that what I'm about to tell you, I'm telling you 
because I really believe this is what God's word in this passage about this topic means 
and for me not to tell you what I'm about to say, would be me not being faithful to what I 
understand God's word to say and mean. So aren't you glad I got that off my chest? But 
it's the truth and it's part of my commitment to the Lord but also part of my commitment 
to you.

So what Jesus says here in verse 9 is that he's saying, "Look," they're asking him the 
question, "Can the marriage be dissolved, can a man divorce his wife for just any 
reason?" And what's his answer to that? His answer is, "No. No, absolutely not. In fact, 
you need to recognize that the marriage bond should never be broken, either through 
divorce or adultery. It should never happen." And what he says in verse 9, he says, 
"Whoever will put away his wife unless," he does say unless, "except it be for 
fornication," that's the Greek word "porneia" which is sexual sin in the context of a 
marriage relationship. What do we call sexual sin? It starts with "A." Adultery, right. He's
saying, "except for the cause of adultery. If somebody divorces his wife for any reason 
unless for adultery and he marries another, that man commits adultery." That's what he is 
saying. I believe this is the most clear and straightforward literal way to understand what 
Jesus is saying here. He's saying divorce and remarriage constitutes adultery. He does 
allow for a particular case. I believe there is another circumstance that's similar but not 
exactly the same cited in 1 Corinthians 7:14-15 when an unbelieving spouse abandons 
their believing wife or husband.

So what Jesus is saying is that the marriage bond should never be separated but if it has 
been broken, that is what he means by saying, "except for adultery, except in cases of 
adultery, the marriage bond," and this is my best understanding of the Old and New 
Testament, he's saying, "in the case of adultery and marital infidelity, the marriage bond 
has been broken." Now, I want to underscore here: it doesn't mean that the marriage bond
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at that point can't be repaired. Jesus isn't saying that but he's saying essentially that 
covenant that they made to each other in the beginning of their marriage to become 
married has been broken and he's saying that in that case, it is permissible. It doesn't 
mean that when there is adultery in a marriage that they should. It doesn't mean that 
before God, especially as believers, that they should divorce and then therefore at least 
the innocent party, so called, would be free to marry. It doesn't mean that, right? That's 
not what's being taught and in light of the grace of the Gospel, our call to love one 
another unconditionally, that's the basis of the marriage commitment that we're making to
each other. As believers in a marriage, even in the case of adultery, there should be full 
commitment and full counsel and support behind that innocent party to steer them and 
encourage them, shepherd them toward reconciliation and repentance and everything else
that's needed. However, let's just be real practical and real down-to-earth about this, that 
even in the lives of believers in the church, there are many times when the opportunity 
for reconciliation for the innocent party reconciling and taking back and forgiving that 
guilty party, that opportunity no longer exists. There is the case of abandonment where 
one spouse says, "You know, I'm just done." And sometimes it's abandonment and 
adultery, right? In many cases, it's the one that goes off into adultery and they turn their 
back entirely on any opportunity to restore the marriage and they go off and marry 
somebody else and Scripture is clear that even if that marriage ends in divorce, it's 
actually not legal according to the Old Testament law for the original spouse to be 
remarried.

So what does all this mean? It means that on a practical level and as a church here in the 
past and still continually going forward, we have committed ourselves to exercising or 
allowing for remarriage in particular in the case of adultery with real caution, making 
sure that there's plenty of opportunity for counsel and holding all parties involved 
accountable to be obedient to our Lord and to Scripture.

So have I opened Pandora's box? That's not my intent today, but I believe that Jesus is 
saying plainly that divorce and remarriage is adultery unless it's for the grounds of 
adultery. Even then among believers, there should be a commitment to forgive, to 
reconcile, repentance and restoration of the marriage. When that is no longer possible, I 
don't believe, I believe in the clear wording of Jesus' words is in keeping with biblical 
compassion that the Scripture is not forbidding that innocent party from remarrying. 

Now, I know there are lots of other questions that come up and I'm not here today to 
answer every single one or every single category. There are objections that come up with 
regards to the interpretation that I just gave you. Some folks see this Matthew 19 passage 
as referring to the betrothal period that a breaking up or a bill of divorcement being 
written only applies to the betrothal period. The context just does not allow for that. The 
Pharisees are asking about normal marriage here, a marriage of a man and wife having 
been married to each other and lived with each other and they're asking, "Can divorce 
happen for any reason?" And so there is nothing in the context that requires or rather that 
dictates that's a possible interpretation.
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Other folks object to the exception clause or understanding it in this way, by saying that it
contradicts what Old Testament Scriptures say about marriage, that God was always 
against any divorce under any circumstances. And my answer to that is the fact that God 
does make strong statements about divorce but in every case, it's this willful, treacherous,
unfaithful breaking up of the marriage bond, especially as cited in Malachi 2 where these 
men are being called on the carpet before God and they have been married any length of 
time to their wives and they were finding some other woman they wanted to be married 
to. That was the grounds for their writing a bill of divorce and what did God say about 
that? Many of you know the words. He says what? "I hate that." He says, "I hate 
divorce." But it's in that context of, "I hate that willful, awful, horrible abrogation of the 
covenant and oath you took before God and with the wife of your youth, I hate that and 
despise it." And what Jesus is allowing for here in the case of adultery is not at all what is
being addressed in Malachi 2.

There is one other matter that I want to make sure that we're understanding of and I cited 
it already, is the fact that in the Old Testament adultery was punishable by death, and 
because of that, the innocent party would, of course, been free to remarry, right? Okay, 
it's safe to agree with me on this point. Yes. Yes, it was. They would have been free to 
remarry. Of course, you come to this time in history of God's people as well as the New 
Testament and the age of grace in the Gospel, and capital punishment for the sin of 
adultery is no longer mandated and it's no longer, of course, enforced and it's not part of it
and so the question becomes, "Well, because of the new covenant now, the innocent party
in the case of adultery and even abandonment when there is no possibility of that person 
being married to that person again, then are they no longer free?" And I believe Jesus 
answers that question. He says, "Except for sexual sin, except for the sin of adultery, 
divorce and remarriage is adultery." In the case of adultery, it is not adultery. It's not 
adultery.

So I believe this is what Jesus says about divorce and remarriage, but he also says 
something about singleness. We're just about out of time this morning but he says in 
verse 10 and I'm going to...we read through the verses earlier, I'm going to say real 
quickly that Jesus also addresses, "What about being single?" And the disciples hear what
Jesus said about remarriage, about divorce and remarriage, and they're like, "Wow," and 
they're essentially saying, "If that's the standard, if that's the only reason why somebody 
can divorce and remarry then, man, maybe we shouldn't get married at all." That's what 
the disciples are saying. And let's be honest with ourselves, that is essentially what much 
of the world in our culture today would say in response to what Jesus says about, that 
there is only one allowance for divorce and remarriage, and people would say, "Well, 
what's the point? I mean, really. If those are the only grounds, then what if it goes sour in 
any one of a multitude of other ways?" Because people all know today that it can. And 
the answer is no. 

And Jesus takes this opportunity to address singleness and he's essentially saying, 
"Singleness can only be endured, it can be endured as a believer, and it can be embraced 
and somebody can thrive in their singleness if it is received as a calling." This is what he 
says in the last part of verse 12, he says there are some people that can remain single, I'm 
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going to leave the eunuch thing out of it, but this is what he means, some people can 
remain single or chaste in their singleness for the kingdom of heaven's sake. So for folks 
among us that are not married, even if it's only for a little while or in a few years until 
they grow up or it could be for a longer while. Our brother that was married yesterday, I 
believe he's mid-30s, is an example that there's no right formula or set age for somebody 
to get married. For some of us it's younger than others, some it's older. All it means is that
a lot of us as adults have to understand that as a single person, God has a plan for us and 
we recognize that it is his will and calling and God even and does call some people to 
remain single for his glory, for his kingdom.

Let's all close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for the grace and compassion with which you give us your 
word. We ask that as we go forward in the rest of our service to gather around your 
table, we ask that we would embrace this opportunity to be unified around your Son and 
around his sacrifice for us and around what his love for us means for our love for you 
and for each other. Lord, we ask that we be able to partake and close our service and our
time together with real sweetness and a real cherishing of your Son's unconditional love 
and his all-powerful death and resurrection on our behalf. We pray this in Jesus' name. 
Amen.
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