
Introduction:

Background to Philippians 4:5:

• The Apostle Paul writes to a congregation of believers in Philippi -- a Roman colony -- suffering for their faith, 
living in a culture where Caesar claims to be lord & savior. 

• Paul has told them that the gospel must be priority (ch.1) and that they must be humble (ch.2). He affirmed the 
biblical gospel & exposed error (ch.3) and now gives some practical admonitions to the believers in calling 
them to unity & godliness (ch.4)

THESIS — How do believers living in a hostile culture STAND FIRM (v.1) in the Lord?
 Remember the context of Philippians 4:1-7
   7 ways that Paul will flesh out in Philippians 4:2-7…

1.Diligently Pursue Unity at All Costs (2-3) 
2.Assure Your Heart in Your Heavenly Position (3b) 
3.Live a live exuding fervent, abiding joy (4)
4.*Allow Gentleness to Permeate your relationships (5a) 
5.*Anticipate the soon-coming of Jesus Christ (5b)

I.ALLOW GENTLENESS TO PERMEATE YOUR 
RELATIONSHIPS! (5)

	
 What is Gentleness?
• The word speaks of one who is merciful, one who has big-heartedness, goodwill, friendliness. It’s not 

insisting on every right of letter of law. 
• It's a person who does not stand on his rights unduly, but he is content to receive a smaller share (to be 

harmed and unjustly treated), though he may have the law on his side. 
• One who is willing and ready to yield what we call our rights, our position, pride, and preference.
• It's a willingness to be wronged, to be unfairly treated, to be shamed, to be humiliated.

One who is gentle:  This is the person who suffers ill treatment & he is able to submit to injustice, disgrace, and 
even maltreatment without responding in attitudes of hatred or thoughts of malice --> and trusting God in 
spite of it all.
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"Believers whose primary concern is whether or not they are being *dealt with fairly* will fail to exercise a 
fundamental element of Christian behavior -- PREFERRING OTHERS ABOVE THEMSELVES!"  >> and this is 
the heart-beat of Paul's letter to Philippians” (Moises Silva).

How do you SHOW GENTLENESS in a HARSH and SINFUL and PAGAN culture?
1. Live by God’s unchanging truth, not by your emotions or feelings.
2. Emulate Jesus your Savior who was gentle toward all when treated harshly & unfairly.
3. As a recipient of divine & undeserved grace, show this other-worldly grace toward others.
4. Remember the priority is the spread of the gospel not the preserving of your comfort or so-called rights.
5. Fortify your hope on the soon-coming of Christ who will subject all things to Himself & who Himself 
will avenge all wrongs.

II.ANTICIPATE THE SOON-COMING OF JESUS CHRIST! (5b)
• In a very short, thunder-like phrase, Paul says: “THE Lord is near!”
• 2 ways this phrase can be rendered: 

(1) Spatially - he is near us;next to us; close by. 
(2) *Temporally* - he is soon-coming, returning quickly, near his arrival, imminent return!**
   Both are true: there may be a hint of both in this verse. But it appears that, given the context, #2 is best.

	
 So remember:
Jesus is not far off; He is very near. How could we give ourselves to division, disunity, pride, joylessness, 
defending our *rights*, unmerciful disposition when we know Jesus is soon-coming?

Remember this encouragement from Paul to the Philippians: Since their suffering is at the hands of those who 
proclaim Caesar as Lord, they are reminded that the true LORD is near -- coming soon! Their future 
vindication is close at hand.

The Lord’s COMING/RETURN is near, so…
1. Be captivated by Christ!
2. Be preserving Christian unity!
3. Be receiving of ill-treatments!
4. Be joyful in confident-hope!
5. Be earnest in soul-winning!
6. Be confident in God’s vengeance!
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Conclusion:
	
 Rowland Taylor, English Reformer who was burnt at the stake by Bloody Mary in 1555. 
	
 Consider how he was a gentle man -- both to loving Christians and to harsh persecutors. 

To God Be the Glory

Relentless Love
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To God be the glory, great things He has done;
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
And opened the life gate that all may go in.

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory, great things He has done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To every believer the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

Great things He has taught us, great things He has 
done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
But purer, and higher, and greater will be
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

Relentless love embraced my soul in ages past—
Love undeserved, unknown, yet deep and vast.
God set His love on me—on me, in spite of me!
Salvation’s work is His from first to last.

Unbounded love, unfailing love,
Love raised upon a tree;
Unending love, prevailing love—
My Savior’s sovereign love for me.

Relentless love pursued my heart, though I would 
hide—
Was unreturned, yet undeterred by pride.
Till by a grace unsought, my rebel soul was caught—
Redeemed by love that would not be denied.

Relentless love preserves my life from unbelief—
Sustains me through my sin, my doubt, my grief.
Since Christ has done it all, though feeble, I’ll not fall,
His wounded hands hold me, the sinners’ chief.

Relentless love transforms my soul and its delights—
Exceeds the fleeting joys which once sufficed.
Held by His love for me—a hold which sets me 
free!—
I have my heart’s desire, and that is Christ.



The Reformation Hymn
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We will trust God’s Word alone,
Where his perfect will is known;
Our traditions shift like sand
While his Truth forever stands.
We will live by faith alone,
Clothed in merit not our own;
All we claim is Jesus Christ
And his finished sacrifice.

Glory be, glory be to God alone,
Through the church he redeemed and made his own.
He has freed us, he will keep us till we’re safely home
Glory be, glory be to God alone!

We are saved by grace alone—
Undeserved, yet freely shown;
No accomplishment on earth
Can achieve the second birth.
We will stand on Christ alone,
The unyielding Cornerstone;
Nations rage and devils roar,
Still he reigns forevermore!


