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And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  For the mystery of iniquity 

doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 2Th 2:6, 7 

The topic of this chapter concerns the order of events respecting the day of the coming of Jesus Christ, a 

notable apostasy, and the revealing of the man of sin.  In verse 3 the apostle Paul begins by warning the 

Thessalonians against the potentiality of being deceived (3rd person, aorist, subjunctive verb.) into 

thinking that the day of Christ has set in, meaning that it is come. (3rd person singular, perfect, 

indicative verb).  (vss.2, 3) Then he gives two reasons why they were not living in the day of Christ’s 

coming. 

o Christ’s coming is preceded by a falling away.  The Greek is apostasia, from which we have our 

English word apostasy. Whether this means an apostasy of the saints from the truth of God’s 

Word or a general godlessness in the world, it doesn’t matter.  In the final analysis if the saints 

fall away the witness of Christ in the world must be diminished as well.   

 

o Christ’s coming must be preceded by the revelation (3 person, aorist, subjunctive, passive) of 

the man of sin.  

Read verse 6.  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.  There are 

three things which this verse tells us. 

o By context, that which is being withheld or stayed is the coming of the day of Christ.   

 

o Notice that this verse says ‘now ye know what withholdeth.’  It does not say ‘now ye know who 

withholdeth.’  That means there is something, not someone, under consideration. That thing 

which is withholding the coming of the day of Christ is the revelation of the man of sin.  And, 

 

o For what purpose is the coming of the day of Christ withheld but ... that he (that is, Antichrist) 

might be revealed in his time. Antichrist has a time. That time follows an apostasy and precedes 

the coming of the day of Christ.  

 

While the Thessalonians were not living in the day of Christ, the implication is that one day saints will be 

living when these things come to pass.  Whoever it is that suggested Christians will not see the man of 

sin rise to his throne over the ‘one-world order’ has erred.  Here is why. 

Some interpreters, without any warrant whatsoever, introduce into verse 7 the Holy Spirit.  One reason 

for this seems to be in order to add support to the rapture doctrine.  They say that the words … only he 

who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way speak of the Spirit; that the Spirit is presently 

staying the man of sin, and then when the time comes for him to be revealed He will remove Himself 

from the earth.  Then, since the Spirit is removed, the saints must be removed with Him also.  But this is 

completely opposed to Paul’s whole argument.  It is not the Spirit restraining or staying revelation of the 

Antichrist, but the timing for the revelation of the Antichrist this is restraining the coming of the day of 
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Christ.   In other words Paul says, the revelation of Antichrist must precede the day of the coming of 

Christ.  Look at this verse again. 

The word letteth is the same Greek word used in verse 6, translated withholdeth.  As Antichrist is 

withholding or staying the day of Christ (v.6), so when he is taken out of the way, then comes the day of 

Christ.  (v.7)  

No, the Spirit will not be removed from the earth, and no, the saints are not going to be raptured away 

when the time of the apostasy and revelation of the Antichrist comes.  Some of the saints of God shall 

live to see these things.  Brethren, I think we have arrived!  

 

The introduction of the term ‘rapture’ has created an unnecessary distraction in the study of 

eschatology (meaning, last things).  Look at the Scriptures again.  The issue and the hope for the saints 

of God is not a rapture, but the first resurrection. 

 

Ac 23:6  But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he 

cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope 

and resurrection of the dead I am called in question. 

 

Tit 2:11  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 

12  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 

and godly, in this present world; 

13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 

Jesus Christ … 

 

I’d offer the following summary of the events which leads up to the second coming of Jesus Christ and 

into His millennial reign.  The man of sin, the Antichrist, shall be revealed, and the saints alive in that day 

shall see him.  On one hand, that is a terrible prospect.  He shall wear out the saints of the Most High for 

a time.  (Dan.7.25; Mt.24.15-21; Re.12.17)  But he has an end – WHEN JESUS COMES FROM GLORY TO 

EARTH AGAIN! At the trump of God (also called the last trump) is the first resurrection.  The first 

resurrection is the time of the second coming of Jesus Christ!  Then the kingdoms of this world shall 

become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ.  (1Co.15.52; 1Th.4.16; Re.10.7; 11.15)  Then, the 

dead in Christ shall rise first, and we which are alive shall meet the Lord in the air (as He comes to earth).  

(1Th.4.16, 17)  In this day of Christ’s second coming Antichrist and his prophet shall be cast into the lake 

of fire (Re.20.10), and every unbeliever living then shall be destroyed from the earth and cast into hell. 

(2Th. 1.7, 8) Only the elect of God that shall enter into the glorious millennial reign of Jesus Christ.  They 

will be in both natural and glorified bodies.   
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