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   How does God deal with us during the difficult times? 

 

I. When difficult times come, we may rest assured that God loves us 

   more than we ever imagined. 

 

   Explanation. 

           vs. 3 "He whom you love is sick" phileo 

 

           vs 5 "Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  

                    agape 

 

 

   Application: That is God's statement to you this morning.  

 

      not mere phileo ... philanthropic, philial love, 

       but agape divine, initmate, sacrifical love. 

 

 

   Illustration: Every parent here knows:  you love your children more than they 

think you do.  

 

   Application. Is that not what God is wanting us to know as well 

                 nothing you can do will ever stop God from loving 

                 you... "If you being evil...how much more..." 

 

 

II. When God doesn't answer, He is still in control.  

 

                     Explanation.  vs. 6  Jesus intentionally 

                                          remained 2 days longer 

                                          where he was. 

 

                     Mary and Martha must have wondered  ... they 

                     both meet him with the same words: "If you had  

                     been here, my brother would not have died." 

 

   Illustration: Israelites in bondage ... their cries unanswered 

                        ... but on Mount Horeb.  In the back side of 

                        the desert ... a fugitive from Eguptian 

                        justice, a lonely Hebrew ... a shepherd 

                        named Moses is being confronted at a bush 

                        that burns and is not consumed. 

 

         

 

                   Application: We have all had times when our 

                     prayers have been met with silence from Heaven 

                     ... But God remains in control. 

 

                Even now.. God is preparing events that will shape 
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                     life ... your cries have not gone unanswered. 

 

   Transition:  But silence is only part of the problem. And often 

                     the lesser part ... the other side of the coin 

                     is that God's answers often disagree with our  

                     own. 

 

III. When God's answer disagrees with our own, his answer is best.  

 

   Explanation:  Jesus must first disagree with Mary and Martha's  

                      urgent request. vs. 6 

 

           Jesus must secondly disagree with his own 

                disciples vs. 7-12. 

 

           Jesus must thirdly disagree with those opposed to 

                removing the stone. vs 39. 

 

   Illustration: God's call of Moses... Exocus 3-4... estended  

              argument as Moses disagrees with God's choice.  

 

          God's call of Jonah ... to go to Ninevah .. the entire  

              book is the story of Jonah's disagreement with God.  

 

          Jesus' argument with Peter ... who would turn Him from  

              Jerusalem .. "Not so Lord" .. "Get thee behind me  

              Satan.. you are not considering the things of God but 

              the things of men." 

 

   Illustration: During the Civil War a minister in a delegation 

              meeting the President Lincoln said he  "'hoped the  

              Lord is on our side." The President: 'I don't agree  

              with you.' There was amazement. The President  

              continued: 'I am not at all concerned about that, for  

              we know that the Lord is always on the side of right. 

              But it is my constant anxiety and prayer that I and 

              this nation should be on the Lord's side.'" Sandburg's  

              Lincoln, p. 570. 

 

 

   Application:  God's answer may not agree with yours .. but God's 

              answer is best.  .. He alone walks in the Light. 

 

IV. When dismal times come we may rest assured that God has 

    something better for us than we ever imagined. 

 

        Explanation: Thomas "Let us go with Him that we may die with  

        Him." 

 

           It is the picture of men with heads down, trudging off 

               into the gloom. Three years of glorious minitry was 

               past.. the miracles of healing, feeding, etc. They 

               had once been men marching into the sunrise of life 

               .. heads held high .. chests thrusts our .. shoulders 

               back and backs straight. But now the gloom of Jesus'  

               approaching execution invades their hearts. .. life 

               had lost its lustre .. there was little or nothing to 
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               look forward to. 

 

           Thomas was certain this was a suicide mission. 

                vs 16. 

           To the everlasting credit of Thomas is the fact that he 

                was willing to die for Jesus. 

 

 

Illustration: We see it in sports ...we saw it in the NBA playoffs .. We will 

see it in baseball when we reach the playoffs ...  

 

           That look of despair was the countenance of these twelve 

               who followed him toward Jerusalem and Bethany. 

 

   Explanation     They could scarcely conceive of the raising of 

               Lazarus and the Resurrection of Jesus from the grave 

               ... the subsequent appearances .. Pentecost ... the 

               growing church .. and their own resurrections with 

               Him in Heaven. 

 

 

   Application: Perhaps for you life has lost its glow .. happy 

              memories of childhood, simpler times ... but ... life 

              looms increasingly complex, foreboding. 

 

         God has something better for you than you ever imagined. 

 

 

   Illustration: Recent movie 8/91 Regarding Henry Henry Turner has 

                been shotin the head. Once a brilliant though 

                unethical lawyer, he is now making a painful 

                recovery. His friends openly lament the shadow of 

                the intellectual man he formerly was refering to him 

                as in imbecile. He is giving up. 

                   His wife calls his therapist, a former black 

                athelete, to encourage and counsel him. The former 

                athelete tells of the destruction of his sports 

                career in college when his knees are shattered in 

                one play, and his entire career is destroyed. He 

                looks Henry in the eye and tells him "Ask me if I  

                regret the fact that my knees were blown". Henry  

                asks and he responds "No." "Now," he says,"ask me  

                why." .. and he proceeds to explain that if his  

                knees had not been damaged, he would have never 

                become a physical therapist and he would have never 

                given his life to helping people like Henry recover 

                from their injuries. 

 

V. When Dismal times come, we must obey God. 

 

   Expl.  What if they had refused to remove the stone. .. 

 

   Ill.  The man born blind, if he had refused to wash in the pool 

           called Siloam. 

 

 


