
Revelation -- Chapter 17 -- Babylonianism 

(August 31, 2018) 
 

The judgment introduced -- does not begin until Chapter 18:   Revelation 17:1-6   And there 
came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come 
hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:  

● Beginning of the fourth pause -- Revelation 17:1- 19:11 
● One of the seven angels:  Revelation 16:1   . . . . .  “the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour 

out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.” 
● Now we are seeing the detailed judgment of bowl seven -- “the judgment of the great whore”  
● Many waters refers to people -- Revelation 17:15  . . . . . “The waters which thou sawest, where 

the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” 
● Hint of one church that will go through the tribulation:  Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29) and 

Jezebel -- Verse 22   “Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her 
into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.” 

● Revelation 14:8 -- After the preaching of the everlasting gospel is the vision of “Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city” (Now we are seeing the details of the Seventh Bowl) 

Who is she -- the clues:   Revelation 17:2-6   With whom the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her 
fornication.  3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a 
scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  4 And the 
woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:  5 And 
upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of 
the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great 
admiration.  

● John wondered -- we wonder:  Verse 6  “I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.”  
● Thirteen capitalized words -- thirteen clues;  The number 13 is symbolic of rebellion and 

lawlessness;  The dragon, a symbol for Satan, is found 13 times in Revelation.  
● Clue #1:   Great whore/ mother of harlots -- Biblical references to Babylon is spiritual 

prostitution and idolatry;  The beginning of Babylonianism is in Genesis and tower of Babel 
● Clue #2:   Sits on many waters -- Verse 15 explains “peoples” as “peoples, and multitudes, and 

nations, and tongues”;  This religious system controls many spiritually and politically 
● Clue #3:   Political -- Controls not only many people but has respect/control of  political 

powerful;  alliance of church and state (part of one world government) 
● Clue #4:   Religious -- “inhabitants” are the people within the “peoples”;  they become engulfed 

in the teachings, doctrine and error 
● Clue #5:   Seen in the wilderness -- Wilderness is the area of Saudi Arabia;  Where the Israelites 

wandered forty years (Partner/ally of Middle-East) 
● Clue #6:   Sits on a beast -- The beast of Chapter 13;  the antichrist 
● Clue #7:   Purple, scarlet, decked in gold, stones and pearls -- Sign of royalty and wealth 
● Clue #8:   Golden cup of abominations and filth -- Reference to perverted scriptures, idolatry, 

controlled religious system  
● Clue # 9:  Mystery name -- Written of forehead (practice of Roman prostitutes) (remember the 

God’s people have a name written in their foreheads -- Chapter 7);  Babylon the great points to 
larger than just a city.  Revelation 14:8 says “is fallen, is fallen” -- reference to destruction of 
powerful city and religious system;  Mother refers to the beginning of all false doctrine 



● Clue #10:  Blood of saints and martyrs -- Kills in name of religion; kills those not taking the mark 

Mystery of the beast:   Revelation 17:7- And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? 
I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven 
heads and ten horns.  8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the 
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names 
were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast 
that was, and is not, and yet is.  9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are 
seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.  10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and 
one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.  11 And 
the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.  
12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but 
receive power as kings one hour with the beast.  13 These have one mind, and shall give their 
power and strength unto the beast.   

● Why do you marvel/wonder -- scriptures will give the answers -- verse 9 ,,,, “here is the mind 
which hath wisdom” 

● Mystery of the beast with seven heads and ten horns: 
●  This is the beast of Revelation 13 -- the antichrist -- Some will say this is a description of 

Babylonianism -- it seems to be a person (Chapter 13) 
● Was alive, is not (was dead in John’s time), shall ascend out of the bottomless pit (come up 

out of hell), go into perdition (eternal destruction/lake of fire) -- antichrist of Revelation 13 
● Remember:  Chapter 13 states one head wounded to death and healed 
● Only named possibility is Judas Iscariot -- if it refers to a nation possibly Roman Empire 

● Those not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world shall wonder/marvel 
● Clue # 11:   Seven heads are seven mountains -- the woman sits on these mountains 
● Seven kings of Babylonianism are represented: 

● Five are fallen (in John’s time) -- Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia and Greece 
● One is (in power in John’s time) -- Roman Empire 
● Other is not yet come (one world government and religion of antichrist -- 

Babylonianism)  This power will be for short space/time.  
● Eighth king will rise to power from the seventh power which is the revival of one of the 

seven powers (most likely thought to be Roman Empire/European Union) 
● Eighth king will go into perdition/eternal destruction (Chapter 20) -- the antichrist 

● Ten horns are ten kings of unknown kingdoms/nations but will receive power for a short 
time from the beast/antichrist and are one mind (loyal) to the antichrist  

Destruction of the beast foretold:   Revelation 17:14   These shall make war with the Lamb, and 
the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him 
are called, and chosen, and faithful.  

● These -- the beast/antichrist with seven heads and ten horns make war with the Lamb/Jesus 
● The Lamb will overcome them -- Battle of Armageddon (Chapter 16 and 19) 
● He is Lord of lords, and King of kings -- Jesus is God 
● They with Him -- Bride of Christ (Chapter 19)are: 

● Called -- points to salvation 
● Chosen -- chosen for service by God (Note:  We are chosen for different services)  
● Faithful -- faithful students, soldiers and servants to work and word of God 

 
 

Destruction of Babylonianism foretold:   Revelation 17:15-17   15 And he saith unto me, The 
waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues.  16 And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and 



shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.  17 For God hath 
put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the 
words of God shall be fulfilled.   

● Waters defined:  “are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues” (plural of people) 
● Whore/Babylonianism sits on waters, the beast, seven hills 

● Ten horns/ten appointed kings make war with the whore of Babylon war against the apostate 
teaching and taught a false doctrine (Remember worship of himself is the goal of satan  

● God put it in the hearts of those in power (Similar to Judas, Pharoah, strong delusion of 2 
Thessalonians 2:10-12) to fulfill His plan 

Final description of the woman:   Revelation 17:18    And the woman which thou sawest is that 
great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 

● Clue #12:  Great city (physically and spiritually) 
● Clue #13:  Great wealth (described in Chapter 18) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


