
Becoming A Mentor: Rebuke Compromise and Disloyalty
(Part 3)  (October 17, 2021)  (James 4:4-10 KJV; James 3:13-16 KJV)

Today’s world -- The King is gone: Judges 21:25 KJV In those days [there was] no king in Israel:
every man did [that which was] right in his own eyes.

The method of James is like the saying:  “It is not mine to choose the choice
but to point out the consequences of the choice -- good and bad”

Louie at “But God” Night:
● Maybe God: 2 Samuel 16:12 KJV It may be that the LORD will look on mine affliction, and

that the LORD will requite me good for his cursing this day.
● Maybe God: Job 1:8 KJV And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job,

that [there is] none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God,
and escheweth evil?

● Maybe God: Job 2:3 KJV And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job,
that [there is] none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God,
and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against
him, to destroy him without cause.

The Lord’s prayer -- grandiose plans for us -- Jesus teaches so we can fulfill the Lord’s prayer of
(John 17:1-26 KJV) -- specifically for the believers mission (John 17:13-20 KJV) to be in the world
● James teaches: James 1:18-20 KJV Of his own will begat   he us with the word of truth, that

we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. (19) Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: (20) For the wrath of man worketh
not the righteousness of God.

● James first addresses fussing and fighting: James 4:1 KJV From whence [come] wars and
fightings among you? [come they] not hence, [even] of your lusts that war in your members?

James rebukes compromise and coveting -- disloyalty: James 4:4 KJV Ye adulterers and
adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
● Adulterers/adulteresses:  Old Testament language  (Jeremiah 3:8-9 KJV, Ezekiel 6:9 KJV, Ezekiel

16:32 KJV, Ezekiel 23:37 KJV, Hosea 3:1 KJV)  used when Israelites were attracted to idolatry
● Used here as God/Jesus as the husband and believers as the wife
● Note: James is speaking to believers with a comparison to adultery; adultery does not

always end a relationship, but it does change a relationship
● Who do we serve -- in the world, not of the world: John 15:19 KJV If ye were of the world, the

world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you. AND Romans 12:2 KJV And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

● James is more direct -- who’s your daddy/what’s your choice:  “friendship of the world is
enmity with God?”  AND  “be a friend of the world is the enemy of God”

● Friending the enemy does not make a friend -- God wants our devoted friendship:
● Jesus said:  “I have called you friends” (John 15:15 KJV);  “a man lay down his life for his

friends” (John 15:13 KJV);  “Ye are my friends” (John 15:14 KJV)
● Jesus said: Matthew 6:24 KJV No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the

one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot
serve God and mammon.

● James said: James 2:23 KJV And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed
God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.



Enemy #3 -- Satan: (Enemy #1 - flesh; Enemy #2 - world) James 4:5-10 KJV Do ye think that the
scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? (6) But he giveth more grace.
Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.
● There is not direct scripture:  Study will lead to Galatians 5:17 KJV For the flesh lusteth against

the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that
ye cannot do the things that ye would.

● “The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy” in the NKJV -- “Spirit who dwells in us yearns
jealously" (Jealous God begins with first commandment - expounded in Exodus 34:14 KJV)

● Part two of this series began with James 3:13-16 KJV about a wisdom is shown by “good
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom” -- God hates “pride”

● BUT:  God gives more grace when we humble ourselves -- talks of Louie & Larry
● Remember the learning experiences of Peter in Part two

Therefore: James 4:7-10 KJV Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you. (8) Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse [your] hands, [ye] sinners;
and purify [your] hearts, [ye] double minded. (9) Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter
be turned to mourning, and [your] joy to heaviness. (10) Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and he shall lift you up.
● Do we pray with words or commitment:  Do we submit to “Love what God command and desire

what God promises”
● The commitment:  “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you”
● How:  “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.
● Remember God’s desire: James 1:18 KJV Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth,

that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
● Do not let Enemy #1 - flesh; Enemy #2 - world; Enemy #3 - Satan fool us:  Do not be deceived

(Roger) -- don’t slip into the enemy camp or wear the enemy’s uniform

The choice -- It begins with “if”
John 15:18 KJV If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before [it hated] you.

For our reading:
John 15:18-25 KJV If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before [it hated] you. (19) If ye
were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. (20) Remember the word that I said unto
you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if
they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. (21) But all these things will they do unto you for
my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (22) If I had not come and spoken unto them,
they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. (23) He that hateth me hateth my Father
also. (24) If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but
now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. (25) But [this cometh to pass], that the
word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.


