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One of the most astonishing discoveries in the Bible is that God desires to 

dwell with mankind, that God desires to come into a close intimate 

relationship and communion with sinners, and this is why He commanded 

the Tabernacle to be built, so He could dwell with mankind (Exod 25:8). This 

was the first time since the Garden of Eden that God would dwell 

permanently with man in a visible way. But for a Holy God to dwell with 

sinful man certain provisions had to be made. Everyone and everything 

within the boundaries of the Tabernacle complex had to maintain a state of 

ritual purity. This is because God’s holiness was somehow transmitted to that 

area. Since He is holy the whole area became intrinsically holy as well. Thus, 

everything that came within that area had to be holy. This is very similar to 

the time when Moses saw the burning bush. Upon seeing it he turned aside 

to see this marvelous sight and God said to him, “Moses, do not come near 

here, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground” (Exod 3:4-5). 

The ground was holy because God is holy and His holiness had been 

transferred to that area. Interestingly, the priests who served in the 

Tabernacle would also remove their sandals when they entered the 

Tabernacle area. So, the whole area had to be maintained in a state of 

ceremonial holiness. The way it was maintained was through “sacrifice” (Heb 

qorban). Pagan people today really misunderstand the word “sacrifice” and 

think of the OT religious system as a bloody religion where humans try to 

appease a deity through massive ritual slaughtering. But that is not the 

concept of sacrifice. When people brought a sacrifice it was not giving a gift to 

a deity but it was the “drawing close” or “near” to God. That is the basic idea 

of sacrifice; “closeness” or “intimacy”. The sacrifices enabled man to be close 

to God and this is what God desires. He wants to dwell in close proximity to 

sinful man. Ultimately this will be realized in the new Jerusalem. So, this is 



why there are so many details revealed regarding the Tabernacle, its 

furniture, its coverings, its structure, its boundaries, its priests and their 

garments. Everything must be made according to the pattern shown to Moses 

on the mountain in order to conform to the holiness of God. Holiness is the 

key attribute of God in the second half of the Book of Exodus. 

 

The Tabernacle’s design is very impressive architecturally and its embroidery 

was very exquisite, accomplished by the work of creative artists filled by the 

Spirit of God. Everything was made with the greatest care and precision and 

with the finest materials. It was designed and made after the pattern of the 

heavenly temple to accommodate the visible manifestation of God. It was 45 

feet in length, 15 feet in width and 15 feet in height. It was separated by a 

veil into two rooms, the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place. The boards that 

made the walls were overlaid with gold and sat in silver sockets or pedestals 

to support and hold them together. The ceiling was composed of two curtains 

made of fine twisted linen portraying cherubim that were hooked to one 

another by golden clasps. Above this was another covering made of goats hair 

that was slightly larger and designed to protect the inner curtain. 

 

If you walked through the linen screen at the eastern entryway you were in 

the Holy Place. Immediately it would be apparent that you were approaching 

a great King and it would heighten your awe of the One enthroned above the 

Ark of the Testimony. It would deepen your fear (i.e. respect, awe) of the 

living God. Immediately to your right you would see the golden table of 

showbread and a wall overlaid with gold. To the left you would see the golden 

menorah with its seven lamps and a wall overlaid with gold. To the front in 

the center you would see the golden altar of incense and just behind it four 

golden pillars and a beautiful cherubim embroidered veil. Above you would 

see a linen covered ceiling that matched the veil and had golden clasps which 

appeared like stars in the sky. Truly the Tabernacle was a microcosm of the 

macrocosm. If you were to go beyond the veil you would enter the Most Holy 

Place and you would see the golden Ark of the Covenant and the Shechinah 

Glory, a visible manifestation of the Majestic Theocratic King of Israel, 

YHWH, enthroned above the cherubim. This was the room the High Priest 

entered once a year with great trembling on the Day of Atonement to sprinkle 

blood on the Ark to atone for the nation of Israel. In the NT this veil is 

likened to Christ’s flesh which was sacrificed on our behalf and which, when 



torn now renders free and confident entrance into God’s presence because the 

believer is accepted on the basis of Christ’s once for all sacrifice. 

 

  5. The Altar of Burnt Offering (27:1-8) 

 

The altar of burnt offering was the place of sacrifice. God dwelled in the 

Tabernacle and since man is unclean he would have to approach God through 

sacrifices made here on this bronze altar. Therefore, the bronze altar is said 

to represent the cross of Christ through which one must approach God. It fits 

with four biblical themes that have already been taught in the Bible: 1) 

judgment/salvation, 2) one way of salvation and 3) appropriation by faith. 

These truths were first established at the Noahic Flood. At the Flood 

judgment is associated with salvation. The Flood was the judgment, the Ark 

provided a way of salvation but this promise of salvation had to be 

appropriated by faith. There was only one way of salvation, the Ark, and if a 

person did not appropriate that means by faith then he fell under the 

judgment of God and perished in the Flood (note that it was physical 

salvation and physical death that took place at the Flood but it portrays the 

spiritual parallel). These truths are repeated at the Exodus from Egypt. On 

this night God added a fourth truth: 4) substitutionary atonement, a lamb (or 

goat) had to die in place of the firstborn son. So, on the night of the Exodus 

judgment is associated with salvation. The death of the firstborn son or a 

lamb was the judgment, the blood of the lamb over the door provided a way of 

salvation for the son but this promise of salvation had to be appropriated by 

faith. That is, one would have to apply the blood of a lamb over the door to 

substitute for the firstborn son. There was only one way of salvation for the 

son, a lamb’s blood over the door and if a household did not appropriate that 

means by faith and apply the blood then that house fell under the judgment 

of God and the firstborn son perished at the hands of the death angel (again, 

physical salvation and physical death that portrays the spiritual parallel). 

Here, the bronze altar portrays all four truths, judgment/salvation, one way 

of salvation, appropriation by faith, and substitutionary atonement. At the 

altar judgment is associated with salvation. The death of the animal on the 

altar provided a way of salvation but this way of salvation had to be 

appropriated by faith. That is, it was only effective if the one who brought the 

sacrifice believed it would effectively forgive his sin so he could approach God 

safely. There was only one way of salvation, blood sacrifice on the bronze 

altar. If this was rejected then they would perish if they tried to approach 



God. So, the Flood, the Exodus, and the Bronze Altar all portray these same 

truths and when God repeats truth like this it is because they are very 

important. Throughout the whole Bible judgment is associated with 

salvation, there is one way of salvation, it is through substitutionary 

atonement, and it must be appropriated by faith.   

 

   a. The Structure (27:1-2) 

 

Exodus 27:1-2 “And you shall make the altar of acacia wood, five 

cubits long and five cubits wide; the altar shall be square, and 

its height shall be three cubits. “You shall make its horns on its 

four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and you 

shall overlay it with bronze. 

 

It was a square 7 ½ feet long and 7 ½ feet wide and 4 ½ feet high. Like most 

ancient altars it had four horns on its four corners. These were to be made 

out of the same pieces of wood that made the sides. They were not to be made 

separately and added on. The animal sacrifices were probably tied to these 

four corners with cords to suspend them over the fire (Ps 118:27). And all of 

this was to be overlaid with bronze, inside and out.  

 

b. The Utensils (27:3) 

 

Exodus 27:3“You shall make its pails for removing its ashes, and 

its shovels and its basins and its forks and its firepans; you 

shall make all its utensils of bronze. 

 

Its pails were large pots similar to those used in cooking. These were for 

removing carrying out the ashes after the sacrifice had burned. They would 

use the shovels to move the ashes from beneath the altar into the pails 

which would be carried outside the camp and disposed of.  

 

The basins (mizraq) were for collecting the blood of the sacrifices which 

would be tossed on the altar and sprinkled on the four horns. There were 

smaller basins for small sacrifices and larger basins for cows and bulls. 

 



   

 

The forks were like a pitchfork with a long handle used to turn over and 

arrange the flesh of the sacrifice.  

 

The firepans were used to keep the fire going when the altar was being 

cleaned. The fire originally came down from heaven and was maintained 

continually in the firepans (Lev 9:24). These were the pans that Nadab and 

Abihu offered strange incense and caused the Lord to burn with anger and 

consume them (Lev 10:1ff). They violated His holiness. All these utensils 

were made of bronze just like everything else in the courtyard. Often bronze 

is associated with judgment in the Bible (e.g. Rev 1:15). Further, everyone 

had to approach God through sacrifice, thus, since God dwelled in the 

Tabernacle one would first have to bring sacrifice to this bronze altar. Often 

the bronze altar is said to represent the cross of Christ through which one 

can approach God. 

 

   c. The Grate (27:4-5) 

 

Exodus 27:4-5“You shall make for it a grating of network of 

bronze, and on the net you shall make four bronze rings at its 

four corners. “You shall put it beneath, under the ledge of the 

altar, so that the net will reach halfway up the altar. 

 

The bronze altar was not solid bronze on the outside. There was a ledge half-

way up that wrapped around all four sides.  The 2 ¼ ft underneath this ledge 

was a bronze grating that allowed air to enter from below to facilitate the 

fire. The 2 ¼ ft above the ledge looked like a solid sheet of bronze.  

 

   d. The Poles (27:6-8) 



 

Exodus 27:6-8“You shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia 

wood, and overlay them with bronze. “Its poles shall be 

inserted into the rings, so that the poles shall be on the two 

sides of the altar when it is carried. “You shall make it hollow 

with planks; as it was shown to you in the mountain, so they 

shall make it. 

 

The poles overlaid with bronze were so it could be carried by the 

Kohathites. The phrase you shall make it hollow with planks is difficult 

to understand. Perhaps what is meant is that the altar was made of planks 

of acacia wood and had neither top nor bottom. It was just an outer frame 

that was hollow. If this is the case then it fits well the description of the 

altar in Exodus 20:24-26. There Moses was commanded to make the altar out 

of uncut stones. Therefore, what they did was place the bronze altar in its 

proper place and then fill it partially with uncut stones. The fire was on top of 

these stones inside the bronze altar. 

 

  6. The Court (27:9-18) 

 

Exodus 27:9-18 “You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On 

the south side there shall be hangings for the court of fine 

twisted linen one hundred cubits long for one side; and its 

pillars shall be twenty, with their twenty sockets of bronze; the 

hooks of the pillars and their bands shall be of silver. “Likewise 

for the north side in length there shall be hangings one 

hundred cubits long, and its twenty pillars with their twenty 

sockets of bronze; the hooks of the pillars and their bands shall 

be of silver. “For the width of the court on the west side shall be 

hangings of fifty cubits with their ten pillars and their ten 

sockets. “The width of the court on the east side shall be fifty 

cubits. “The hangings for the one side of the gate shall be fifteen 

cubits with their three pillars and their three sockets. “And for 

the other side shall be hangings of fifteen cubits with their 

three pillars and their three sockets. “For the gate of the court 

there shall be a screen of twenty cubits, of blue and purple and 

scarlet material and fine twisted linen, the work of a weaver, 

with their four pillars and their four sockets. “All the pillars 



around the court shall be furnished with silver bands with their 

hooks of silver and their sockets of bronze. “The length of the 

court shall be one hundred cubits, and the width fifty 

throughout, and the height five cubits of fine twisted linen, and 

their sockets of bronze. “All the utensils of the tabernacle used 

in all its service, and all its pegs, and all the pegs of the court, 

shall be of bronze.” 

 

The court was the area the priests normally worked in. It was the court of 

the tabernacle or court for the tabernacle which provided a measure of 

protection for the tabernacle and a boundary for God’s holiness. This is 

similar to when the Israelites first reached Sinai and God told Moses to set 

bounds about the mountain so no one would touch the mountain (Exod 

19:1ff). If they broke the boundaries God would break forth upon them and 

they would die. So, the court area had linen hangings that served as a 

boundary and separated Holy God from sinful man. The south side was 150 

feet long and had hangings 7.5 feet tall made of fine twisted linen hanging 

on twenty pillars. The pillars were supposedly made of acacia wood and 

each was placed in a bronze socket or “pedestal” for support.  

 

There were bands of silver which strengthened the acacia pillars and at the 

top there was a silver hook used to attach the linen hangings. The 

hangings were apparently hung over wooden poles and attached to the top, 

middle and bottom bands of silver to keep them taught in the winds. 

“Cords” were used to hold everything fast and these were staked into the 

ground by bronze pegs (Exod 35:18). The same specifications applied to the 

north side as the south.   

 

The west side was 75 feet wide and there were ten pillars and ten bronze 

sockets. The east side was a little different because it was the entryway. 

Either side of the gate was 22 ½ feet, three pillars and three sockets with 

linen hangings. the gate was 30 feet wide with a screen…of blue and 

purple and scarlet linen, finely twisted. It had four pillars and four 

sockets.  So, in all the court was 150 feet in length, 75 feet in width and 7 ½ 

feet in height. All the utensils, that is, the shovel, forks, firepans, etc…as 

well as the instruments used to build the tabernacle and all the pegs of the 

court were made of bronze.  

 



  7. The Lighting of the Menorah (27:20-22) 

 

Exodus 27:20-22“You shall charge the sons of Israel, that they 

bring you clear oil of beaten olives for the light, to make a lamp 

burn continually. “In the tent of meeting, outside the veil which 

is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall keep it in 

order from evening to morning before the LORD; it shall be a 

perpetual statute throughout their generations for the sons of 

Israel. 

 

You shall charge, that is Moses shall charge the sons of Israel, to bring 

to him clear oil. The oil here was olive oil and was to be supplied by the 

sons of Israel. There were different grades of oil. This would be the purest 

grade because it was attained by beating olives in a mortar and not by an 

olive press. The lamp here is the menorah that would be kindled and would 

burn continually. Oil was added in the evening and morning each day. The 

tent of meeting is the name of the Tabernacle that emphasizes the place 

where God met with Moses. During the construction of the tabernacle a tent 

was set up outside the camp where Moses met with God until the Tabernacle 

was completed. Outside the veil (paroket) which is before the testimony, 

that is, in the Holy Place, Aaron and his sons shall keep it in order from 

evening to morning before the Lord, that is, they shall tend to the 

menorah twice a day to make sure it had enough oil, its wicks were trimmed 

and its lamps were clean. So, the kindling of the menorah was the first ritual 

act in the order of the sacred services. 

 

• God’s desire to dwell with man 

• God’s holiness and man’s sinfulness 

• The bronze altar 

• Grace before judgment 

• Judgment/Salvation 

• One way of salvation 

• Substitutionary atonement 

• Appropriation by faith 
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