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A0550—December 11, 2005 – Revelation 9:20-21 – Mankind's Refusal to Repent 

 

Revelation 9 is so terrible that Lehman Strauss called it “Hell on Earth”.i Demonic locusts 

stinging men and a 200 million soldier demonic cavalry killing 1/3 of the world’s 

population. Yet even this foretaste of hell does not cause mankind to “repent” but rather 

exposes the depravity of the human heart.  

 

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who 

can know it? 

 

Revelation 9:20-21 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did 

not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of 

gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor 

hear nor walk;  21 and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor 

of their immorality nor of their thefts.  

 

After two world wars, and one hundred lesser wars in the past century, the world is more 

wicked than ever. Instead of repenting in response to these things, sin only increases 

(Strauss, 196). 

 

Outline 

I. The First Six Trumpets (Rev 8:7-9:19) 

 A. 1st Trumpet: 1/3 of Land Burned (8:7) 

 B. 2nd Trumpet: 1/3 of Sea Became Blood (8:8-9) 

 C. 3rd Trumpet: 1/3 of Rivers Made Bitter (8:10-11) 

 D. 4th Trumpet: 1/3 of Heavenly Bodies Darkened (8:12-13)  

 E. 5th Trumpet (1st Woe!): Demonic Locusts (9:1-12) 

 F. 6th Trumpet (2nd Woe!): Death to 1/3 of Mankind (9:13-19) 

II. Mankind’s Refusal to Repent (9:20-21) 

A. Idolatrous Worship (9:20) 



 B. Sin that Issues Forth From Idolatrous Worship (9:21) 
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II. Mankind’s Refusal to Repent (9:20-21) 

A. Idolatrous Worship (9:20) 

 

Revelation 9:20 And the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not 

change their minds of the works of their hands, that they should not worship the demons, 

and the idols made of gold and silver and brass and stone and wood, which are neither 

able to see nor to hear nor to walk;   

 

Verses 20 and 21 describe mankind’s response to the six trumpets, and in particular the 6th 

Trumpet, which killed 1/3rd of mankind, which at present would be more than 1.6 billion 

souls. Their response is refusal to repent of the work of their hands. 

 

And the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues refers to the 2/3’s that 

remain after the 200 million soldier demonic cavalry kill 1/3rd of the earth’s population by 

way of the three plagues mentioned in 9:18, the plagues of fire, and smoke, and sulfur that 

came out of the horses’ mouths.  
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As a result, the remaining 2/3’s of humanity did not repent of the works of their hands. 

The word repent means “change of mind”. They did not have a “change of mind” 

concerning the works of their hands. The emphasis in the Greek text (oude) is that they 

“refused” to repent! This is a deliberate refusal revealing the callousness of their hearts 

towards God (Eph 4:17-19). God’s goal with the 6th Trumpet judgment is that those who 

survived would “change their mind” regarding the works of their hands. God had the same 

goal in mind with the judgments upon the Egyptians in the Book of Exodus. God wanted 

the Pharaoh to “change his mind” and let His people go (Exod. 5:1; 7:16; 8:1, 8, 20f; 9:1, 

13; 10:3f). But Pharaoh hardened his heart and did not let the people go (Exod. 8:15, 19, 

32; 9:7, 34; 10:1; 11:10; 14:8; 1 Sam. 6:6). Mankind simply won’t learn their lesson. This 

future humanity will follow in the steps of Pharaoh and harden their hearts, refusing to 

repent. Hardness toward God is the story of the human race. Even when God 

catastrophically bursts on the scene men rebel against Him.  

 

The supernatural character of these judgments demonstrates that God is their ultimate 

author and that to avoid them men should align themselves with Him. God “desires all 

men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4). Before these men 

will be saved, they must repent of the works of their hands (Acts 20:21). Granted this is 

non-saving repentance for no one is ever saved by changing their minds about their evil 

deeds. Nevertheless, in this case it is preparatory to exercising saving faith in the Lamb of 

God. God’s intention is that they realize His holiness and that His judgments are necessary 

to remove sin. If they don’t change their mind regarding their idolatry (v 20) and sins (v 

21) they will be the next to be destroyed by His awesome judgments. But, like Pharaoh and 

the Egyptians, the earth dwellers remain adamantly opposed to God by refusing to repent.  

 

Instead, they continue to break the first and second of the Ten Commandments (Exod. 20:3-

6) which are repeated in the NT (). they…worship the demons rather than God alone 

through idols made of gold and silver and brass and stone and wood.  

 

First, John mentions worship. The Greek word for worship is proskuneo and means “to 

express in attitude or gesture one’s complete dependence on or submission to a high 

authority figure, (fall down and) worship, do obeisance to, prostrate oneself before, do 

reverence to, welcome respectfully.”ii Here it is used of mankind’s complete dependence 

on and submission to the devil and Satanic beings, the ultimate source of sin (1 John 3:8) 

and the supreme eschatological opponent of God.iii This is ironic since 200 million demonic 

beings just slaughtered 1/3rd of their fellow humanity. However, it is possible that the 2/3’s 

who survived consider themselves favored by the demons. As a result, they continue to 

align themselves with them and begin to worship them. Additionally, these demons have 

supernatural strength and abilities that men are naturally attracted to.iv People even worship 

other people who have an extraordinary talent (e.g. Athletes). The abilities of these demons 



are a far greater eye-spectacle than what even extraordinary humans can do (for a biblical 

example see Acts 14:9-11). It should not surprise us that men worship these demons. 

Demon worship is very common in our world today, even in Gillespie County. There are 

spiritual mediums that try to contact the dead only to be deceived by contacting demons. 

There are societies and leagues that at the higher levels are completely devoted to demon 

occultism. There are hundreds of cults devoted to the doctrines of demons such as 

Unitarianism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Mormonism. There are those who worship Mother 

Gaia and are devoted to the demon doctrines of New Age Mysticism. Worship of demons 

is far more common in our world than worship of the one true God. It is no wonder people 

want to remove the 10 Commandments from our society. “Thou shalt have no other gods 

before Me” is a direct affront to the demons they worship! It is not hard to see how the 

world is on a fast track to this most intense time of demon worship ever where mankind 

will place their complete dependence on demons. 

 

Second, John mentions idolatry. The Greek word for idols is eidolon and refers to a “cultic 

image/representation of an alleged transcendent being”. “In the LXX the word bridges 

two views: the deities of the nations have no reality, and so are truly the products of fantasy; 

and they are manufactured by human hands (Jer. 2:27ff; Isa. 44:12-17). God foresaw that 

Israel would struggle with idolatry and set the first two commandments of the Decalogue 

against it.  

 

Exodus 20:3 "You shall have no other gods before Me.   

 

And the second is related to it: 

 

Exodus 20:4-6 "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is 

in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  5 "You shall 

not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth 

generations of those who hate Me,  6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to 

those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

 

Here God is about to visit the iniquity of the earth dwellers who refuse to repent and 

continue in their worship of demons and idols devoted to demons. Throughout the Bible 

all idol worship is demon worship (Deut. 32:17; Ps. 106:37; 1 Cor. 10:21). Demons always 

seek worship (Luke 4:6) but good angels always reject being worshipped (Rev. 22:8-9). 

 

Idol worship has been a longstanding problem for humanity. The reason? All men are 

created religious by nature. We are free to worship whatever god(s) we wish but we are not 

free from worshipping any gods whatsoever. We are religious beings and it is a part of our 



nature to worship. Contrary to politically correct jargon “everyone is religious”. The 

politically correct like to couch their religion in naturalistic terms so as to mask its true 

nature and attack conservative evangelicalism. But it is nevertheless religious and their zeal 

to defend themselves is evidence of their strong devotion to their natural religion. Paul 

warned against this form of idolatry in Romans 1:20ff. 

 

 Romans 1:21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or 

give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was 

darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,  23 and exchanged the glory 

of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds 

and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.   
 

Notice the connection between idolatry and sin’s which issues forth from idolatry.  
 

Romans 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, 

so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.  25 For they exchanged the 

truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, 

who is blessed forever. Amen.  26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading 

passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is 

unnatural,  27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of 

the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing 

indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.  28 

And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over 

to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,  29 being filled with all 

unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; 

they are gossips,  30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors 

of evil, disobedient to parents,  31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, 

unmerciful;  32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who 

practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give 

hearty approval to those who practice them. 

 

There is always a connection between idolatry and sin. Such is the case here. Verse 20 

describes their idolatry and verse 21 the sinful practices which issue forth from that 

idolatry. Before we move to verse 21 notice what John says about these idols that are made 

of created things such as gold and silver and brass and stone and wood. He says, these 

idols are neither able to see nor to hear nor to walk. Time and again the OT highlights 

this fact.v  

 



Jeremiah 1:16 "I will pronounce My judgments on them concerning all their 

wickedness, whereby they have forsaken Me and have offered sacrifices to other 

gods, and worshiped the works of their own hands. 

1 Corinthians 10:20 No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 

sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in 

demons. 

Psalm 115:4 Their idols are silver and gold, The work of man's hands. 5 They have 

mouths, but they cannot speak; They have eyes, but they cannot see; 6 They have 

ears, but they cannot hear; They have noses, but they cannot smell; 7 They have 

hands, but they cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot walk; They cannot make 

a sound with their throat. 

Daniel 5:23 but you have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven; and they have 

brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your nobles, your wives 

and your concubines have been drinking wine from them; and you have praised the 

gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which do not see, hear or 

understand. But the God in whose hand are your life-breath and your ways, you 

have not glorified. 

 

It is senseless to worship idols which neither hear, nor speak, nor walk. Yet amazingly the 

human desire to have a physical object of worship outweighs their common sense (Acts 

17:23). This demonstrates how futile the reasoning processes in the mind become when 

you reject the knowledge of God in creation and conscience. If you want to have a futile 

mind and be an irrational creature reject God and follow after your own desires.    

 

Do you have any idols in your life? Are you placing your complete dependence on some 

created object or on the one who created all things by an act of His own sheer will? 

 B. Sin that Issues Forth from Idolatrous Worship (9:21) 

 

Revelation 9:21 and they did not change their minds of their murders nor of their drugs 

nor of their sexual immorality nor of their thefts.  

 

Verse 21 describes the sin that issues forth from idolatry. and they did not change their 

minds concerning four cardinal sins: 1) murder, 2) drugs, 3) sexual immorality, and 4) 

theft. Three of the four are condemned by God in the Ten Commandments (Exod. 20:13, 

14, 15). All four are condemned in the NT (Rom. 1:29; Eph. 5:18; Eph. 5:3; Eph. 4:28). 

 

First, they did not change their minds about their murders. murder is unlawful destruction 

of the image of God. These murderers have no respect for the image of God. Because they 



hate God, they hate the image of God. Turn with me to Gen 9:6 which is the ground of 

Capital Punishment. Capital Punishment is the most basic right of human government. 

Without the right to take life there can be no “just” government. We can argue about unjust 

justice systems and all that but the basic right of human government is the right to take 

human life.  

 

Genesis 9:6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in 

the image of God He made man. 

 

According to this verse why is murder wrong and capital punishment right? Murder is 

wrong and capital punishment is right because God made man in His image. To destroy 

the image of God is to attack God in whose image we are made. The Bible says you cannot 

put a price tag on human life. The Bible says that no amount of jail time can pay for a 

human life. Thus, if a person murders a human life God commanded humans to take the 

murderer’s life in order to suppress wickedness and the careless destruction the image of 

God. Policemen don’t carry guns for looks. They carry them so they can protect the image 

of God from those who try to destroy it. Murderers are to be purged from societies. These 

men in the tribulation refuse to repent of their murders. They hate God and they hate the 

image of God. Thus, God will purge them from His world. 

 

Second, they did not change their mind about sorceries. The Greek word translated 

sorceries is pharmakon which is “a harmful drug, poison, a drug used as a controlling 

medium, magic potion, charm”. The main sense of this word in this context is illicit drug 

use. Drug use is often associated with sorcery and only re-enforces their idolatrous worship 

(9:20). We have a serious drug problem in the world today; amphetamines (uppers, speed), 

barbiturates, methamphetamines, marijuana, cocaine, heroin, codeine, LSD (acid), MDA 

(ecstasy), mescaline (peyote), methaqualone (ludes), morphine, PCP (angel dust), and 

psilocybin (mushrooms). When there is worldwide chaos can you imagine the drug use? 

Men will do anything to mask the horror of the global circumstances and to suppress their 

God-consciousness. People can’t “just say no” to drugs.vi There’s no ground for 

unbelievers to reject the sinful disposition of  their sin nature. More education is not the 

answer either. Some of the most brilliant people were drug users (e.g., Aldous Huxley). 

Huxley used drugs because he was able to think through the implications of his unbelieving 

worldview and his conclusion was that there was no meaning to life. He really grasped the 

terror of meaninglessness and he masked this terror with drugs. It’s not just stupid people 

who take drugs. It’s smart people who really see their dilemma. So, the answer is not “just 

say no” or “more education”. The only answer is the gospel of Jesus Christ. If drug users 

aren’t converted to Christ, the best they can hope for is trading vice for vice. If they are 



converted now, they have a new nature, a new disposition, and meaning of life. And this is 

a sound basis for rejecting drugs. But until conversion drug use is like trying to climb out 

of a sinkhole that keeps sinking. They don’t even know which direction is out. 

 

Third, John mentions immorality but the word is porneia which is a broad word, basically 

sexual in content. In this context it means “unlawful sexual intercourse, prostitution, 

unchastity, fornication”. This is blatant disregard for the divine institution of marriage. 

Sex outside of marriage is often associated with illicit drug use. This is “free love” to the 

extreme; anyone, anytime, anywhere, blatant disregard for the form God created. Pleasure 

seeking taken to the extreme (i.e., hedonism). Sexual immorality desecrates the human 

body and is a terrible distortion of God’s original design. It therefore deserves the full wrath 

of God for those who refuse to repent. 

 

Fourth, John mentions thefts. One need only recall the amount of theft that took place in 

New Orleans after Katrina. When catastrophes happen, it opens the door for all kinds of 

robbery to take place. With the entire world in utter chaos, it will literally be every man for 

himself and thefts will soar as never before. Theft is a rejection of the divine institution of 

labor. God designed us to work hard so we can share with others (Eph 4:28). Stealing 

requires little effort and bypasses this institution of God. It is therefore condemned and 

those who refuse to repent of it deserve the full wrath of God. 

 

Those who are characterized by these things will have no place in the New Jerusalem (cf 

Rev 21:8; 22:15). Today we have seen the hardness of men’s hearts. Even in the face of an 

all-sovereign God, men refuse to change their minds about the works of their hands and 

they continue to worship demons, idols devoted to demons, and to murder, use illicit drugs, 

commit sexual immorality and robbery. Such is the character of those who refuse to repent 

at this juncture in the Tribulation. They deserve the full wrath of God for they have earned 

it. 

 
i Lehman Strauss, The Book of the Revelation, 187-198. 
ii BAGD. 
iii The devil is the one who usurped world dominion from Adam at the Fall. Because he has world 

dominion. He could legitimately offer the kingdoms of the world to Christ. “And he led Him up and 

showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  6 And the devil said to Him, ‘I will 

give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I 

wish. Therefore, if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours’” (Luke 4:5-7). This indicates that the 

Trumpet judgments occur during the 2nd half of the Tribulation. Thus, Satan has already been cast 

down to the earth (Rev 12) and taken up residence in the Antichrist (Rev 13). He will likely offer the 

earth dwellers the opportunity to rule this earthly domain on condition that they worship 

(proskuneo) him. Because he has such a short time left the level of demonic activity on earth will 

peak during this period of time. It is all out war between the earth dwellers who are aligned with the 

devil and demons and those saints and holy angels who are aligned with God. 



 
iv People even worship other people who have a great talent (e.g., Athletes). What these demons can 

do is a far greater eye-spectacle than what even extraordinary humans can do. 
v Other OT references that show the senseless nature of worshipping idols (Deuteronomy 4:28; Micah 

5:13; Acts 7:41; Psalm 135:15-17). 
vi A slogan popularized by Nancy Reagan. 
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