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Chapter 09 – God the Son: His Substitutionary Death 

 

We’ve looked at the first major head under Christology: the Person of Christ, namely His 

deity and His humanity. Today we have the pleasure of moving to the second major head 

under Christology: the Work of Christ. But always remember that although we are moving 

on to His work which is so precious to every believer in Christ that if you don’t get the 

person of Christ correct then you will certainly mar the work of Christ. These are logically 

and theologically related. Mess with one and you destroy the other. It is crucial today in 

America where many little children have never even heard the name “Jesus Christ” that we 

are able to clearly explain the person of Christ. If we don’t we can’t really expect people 

to believe the gospel. So, keep in mind how crucial these truths are and do not take them 

for granted. Today we’re going to look at the work of Christ. Let’s begin with Scripture 

reading from Isa 53:1-10. 

 

Isaiah 53:1-10  Who has believed our message? And to whom has the arm of the 

LORD been revealed?  2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, And like a 

root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look 

upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  3 He was despised 

and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one 

from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  4 

Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves 

esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.  5 But He was pierced through 

for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our 

well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.  6 All of us like 

sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has 

caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.  7 He was oppressed and He was 

afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And 

like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.  8 By 

oppression and judgment He was taken away; And as for His generation, who 



considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living For the transgression of 

my people, to whom the stroke was due?  9 His grave was assigned with wicked 

men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had done no violence, 

Nor was there any deceit in His mouth. But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, 

putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, 

 

What a statement of the promised Messiah’s substitutionary death. Let’s look at this crucial 

work. Many theologians break Christ’s work on earth into two parts: His Life Work and 

His Death Work. That may be true but then they go on to say that both His life and His 

death were substitutionary (e.g. Berkhof). Do you here what they are saying? They are 

saying that Christ’s life was a part of the substitutionary atonement; that His whole life was 

a payment and not just His death. You want to avoid thinking this way. That is not a biblical 

doctrine. That is a logical outworking of Covenant Theology’s Covenant of Works. Instead, 

what the Bible emphasizes is that the substitutionary aspect of Christ’s work occurred in 

His voluntary death (John 10:18). Having said that, it is true that His sinless life was 

necessary to qualify Him to go to the cross and provide an acceptable substitutionary 

payment for all men. Thiessen says,  

 

“Contrary to the facts in the case of ordinary men, the death of Christ rather than the 

earthly life of Christ is of supreme importance.”i 

 

I. Substitution 

  

When we talk about the death of Christ it is crucial to affirm that His death was a 

substitutionary one. “Substitution” means “instead of” “to take the place of”. Lately I’ve 

been playing a little soccer over at the fields next to HEB and because I’m out of shape I 

can’t play that long and after awhile I need a “substitute”; I need someone to play in my 

place. That’s what we’re talking about. We are saying that you’re works are not good 

enough, you need a substitute. And that’s what we mean when we say Christ died in your 

place.  He died in your place. “Death” in this sense is not just physical death (the separation 

of body and spirit, James 2:26) but also spiritual death (separation from God). Physical and 

spiritual death are not merely the natural consequence of sin but God’s judicial punishment. 

Because God is holy and man is sinful all of mankind was justly under the sentence of 

capital punishment. God must punish sin and He punished Christ in your place so that upon 

believing in Christ His righteousness is credited to your account.    

 

It is important to clarify what Christ’s death was not. Christ’s death was not an accident, it 

was not the result of natural processes, it was not a payment to Satan, it was not simply to 



influence men to live moral lives, it was not simply to be an example of a martyr, nor was 

it just a token payment or even a satisfaction of God’s honor. Some of these ideas are 

outright blasphemous and some of them are only partial truths. For example, it is true that 

the cross of Christ influences men to live moral lives. It is also true that Christ was a martyr. 

And it is also true that God’s honor was violated and needed to be satisfied. But these are 

not central to Christ’s death. If these were all that the Christ’s death accomplished then 

there could be no salvation. The crucial element of Christ’s death is that it was a 

substitution. He died in your place and without this objective fact there would be no basis 

for salvation or spiritual blessings. “The certainty and finality of this substitution is true 

whether anyone ever appropriates it by faith or not. In other words, its reality and value do 

not depend upon its application to the individual.”  

  

How do we prove this? How do we prove from Scripture that Christ’s saving work was 

substitutionary? 

 

 A. The OT Sacrificial System 

 

First, in the OT we find that the fundamental point of the sacrificial system and, in 

particular, the Day of Atonement (Lev 16; 23) was to serve as a shadow of the 

substitutionary atonement of the Messiah. During the OT the priest would place both his 

hands on the scapegoat to symbolize the transferal of sin. The sins of all Israel were 

transferred to the scapegoat who was then released into the wilderness while the other 

goat was offered as a sacrifice of atonement. This sacrifice was provided for all the sins of 

the entire house of Israel yet, importantly, it was only applied to those who humbled their 

souls (Lev 23:29). That is, the provision was for all Israel but the application was limited 

to those who appropriated it by faith. Unlimited in provision; limited in application. While 

the Day of Atonement was an annual celebration the sacrifice of Christ was “once for all” 

(Heb. 9:28). Substitution is clearly the main theme of the OT sacrificial system and the Day 

of Atonement. 

 

B.  Two NT Prepositions 

 

In the NT we have two important Greek prepositions that denote substitution. The first of 

these is huper and the second is anti. The idea of substitution as evidenced by huper is 

weaker than the evidence of anti. anti always means substitution whereas huper sometimes 

means substitution. What is important is that both anti and huper are used in soteriological 

contexts in a substitutionary sense. 

 

huper is a Greek preposition meaning, “to act on behalf of or for the benefit of someone”ii. 

Clearly the ideas of both “benefit” and “substitution” are encompassed by this 

preposition. Christ’s death “benefits” mankind but it also is “on behalf of mankind” 

(substitution). Passages not concerned with the atonement use huper in a substitutionary 



sense (cf. Rom 9:3; 1 Cor 15:29; Phil 13). Since huper is used in a substitutionary sense in 

these passages it is not surprising that it is used in a substitutionary sense in passages 

dealing with the atonement (cf. John 11:50-51; Rom 5:6-8; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3:13; Titus 

2:14; 1 Peter 3:18). One excellent example is 1 Peter 3:18. 

 

For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for [huper] the unjust, in order 

that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive 

in the Spirit. 

 

Christ, the just one died “in the place of” the unjust. He who knew no sin became sin on 

our behalf. That He might be just and the justifier of the one who believes in Jesus. 

  

anti is the Greek word meaning “against, opposite, instead of, exchange, or substitution”. 

Several passages use the word anti in a substitutionary sense (Matt. 5:38, 20:28; 1 Cor. 

11:15; Mark 10:45; 1 Tim. 2:6). Mark 10:45 is one of the most important verses (because 

it is not Pauline) supporting the substitutionary sense of the word anti. 

 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 

a ransom [lutron] for [anti] many. 

 

The coupling of the Greek lutron (“redemption, ransom”), which means “redemption or 

purchase” with anti meaning “substitution or exchange” is strong evidence for the 

substitutionary aspect of the atonement. What Christ accomplished on the cross was 

objectively directed toward God in satisfying His holy character in the place of sinners who 

could do no such thing.  

 

I hope you realize that this is a legal issue, a forensic thing that is taking place. The 

substitutionary atonement is not a subjective experience in your heart. I’m not asking you 

to have a Jesus experience. What I’m talking about is something outside of yourself. This 

doesn’t have anything to do with something happening in your heart. This has something 

to do with the character of God and satisfying His righteous demands and secondarily 

demonstrating that He loves us. But the crucial thing is that the cross of Christ is an 

objective historical fact that provides the basis for God to extend salvation to mankind and 

ultimately redeem the entire creation.  

 

God’s character is absolutely holy. No sin can come in His presence and He can never 

compromise His absolute standard of righteousness for anyone, no matter how cute or 

sweet a person they are. They may have been a good person and brought cookies to church 

and visited people and said nice things but unless they accept Christ’s work on the cross 

there is no heaven. God’s wrath against sin and sinners had to be satisfied by a perfect and 



precious payment on your behalf. When Christ offered this payment it satisfied God and 

freed Him to bestow all the divine riches of salvation upon those who believe.   

 

II. Atonement 

 

A. Biblical Meaning 

  

Biblically, the word “atonement” means “to cover sin”. It comes from the Hebrew word 

kaphar. The first use of this word is in Genesis 6:14 when God instructed Noah to “Make 

for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it 

inside and out with pitch.” The word cover is kaphar. God wanted Noah to cover the ark 

with a tar-like substance to waterproof the ark. This physical covering is the first picture of 

God’s “covering” sin. “atonement” does not take away sin but merely covers it. I use the 

illustration of sweeping the dust under a carpet. The dust has not been taken away, merely 

covered up temporarily. Christ’s death on the cross was necessary to take away the sin. The 

sins of the believers before the cross were laid alongside of them until they were taken 

away at the cross. They were not actually taken away but they were effectively taken away. 

They did not have to wait until the cross to be saved. They were saved the moment they 

believed and God applied the benefits of the cross to those who believed in light of the 

certainty of the Messiah’s perfect, sacrificial death. 

  

 B. Theological Meaning 

 

Theologically, however, the word “atonement” has come to represent the whole work of 

Christ on the cross; namely Redemption, Propitiation, and Reconciliation. The word 

“atonement” is used in this way as a broad term so that we can discuss the NT terms; 

Redemption, Propitiation, and Reconciliation as different aspects of the saving work of 

Christ. These three words give more detail as to what Christ’s saving work accomplished. 

Before we look at these three words I think it is important to mention the reason the 

atonement was necessary. 

 

C. Why Necessary?  

  

The atonement of Jesus Christ was necessary because of the Fall of Man in Gen 3. God 

had created Adam in a state of unconfirmed holiness or innocence. Adam, as the 

representative of the human race (federal head) and as the seminal source of all mankind, 

cast the entire human race into sin. Turn with me to the watershed of theology, Rom 5:12. 

 



Romans 5:12  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and 

death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned--   

 

Notice, sin didn’t enter the world through one woman but through “one man”. Notice also 

that “sin entered”. Sin did not originate in the world, it originated with Satan. For 

something to “enter” it must already be in existence. What took place when Adam ate the 

fruit was sin went from the spiritual realm into the earthly realm and with this came 

physical and spiritual death. Paul says, “so death spread to all men”. That’s talking about 

the imputation of Adam’s sin to your account. He was your representative and therefore 

His sin is imputed to your account. Lastly, notice the last phrase, “because all sinned—“. 

This means that in some way all men sinned when Adam sinned. The way this works is 

that the whole human race was in Adam seminally. So, when Adam sinned we sinned as 

well. So, all men are born in sin. We have imputed (direct: from Adam to you) and inherited 

sin (indirect: from Adam through his offspring to you).  

 

D. Redemption—The Price Paid 

 

Redemption is an economic term, thus when used in relation to salvation it points to 

purchasing or buying sinners. In this respect redemption is provisional for all men (cf. 2 

Peter 2:1). The act of redemption must be and can only be understood in connection with 

Christ’s death. The essential Greek words that point to the redemptive aspect of salvation 

are agorazo, exagorazo, lutroo, and peripoieo. These important NT words will be evaluated 

below. 

 

  1. agorazo  

 

agorazo is a Greek term which means “to buy, to purchase”. In the ancient world the 

“agora” was the marketplace where one could purchase goods or slaves. Because of Adam 

all men are born into the slave market of sin. This means all men are born in bondage to 

sin and cannot escape it unless they are purchased out from it (Rom 6:3). The first word 

agorazo refers to this “purchase”. Christ, in His death, purchased or bought the whole 

world. Turn to 2 Peter 2:1. 

 

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false 

teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying 

the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

 

See the word “bought” there. This verse teaches that Christ even bought those false 

prophets and teachers who deny him. But the simple purchase alone does not remove the 

slave from the slave market of sin. So, the word of God gives us another, even stronger 

word. 

  



  2. exagorazo 

 

exagorazo, is the second word for “redemption” and is a compound form of agorazo and 

is used four times in the NT (Gal. 3:13; 4:5; Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5). Notice the ex added to 

the root word agorazo. ex is the preposition that means “out of” like an “exit” sign. This 

word therefore means that the purchased one is removed from the slave market of sin never 

to be put on sale again. “Paying the price is one thing that was done by Christ for the 

whole world. Removing the redeemed from the slave market of sin is another that was also 

done by the Savior but only for those who believe.”iii  

 You’ve must keep the provision of salvation and the application of salvation distinct 

or else you’ll be trapped in limited atonement. The word of God does not teach that the 

cross applies its own benefits but they must be applied by God at the moment of belief. 

Christ provided salvation for all men but the application of salvation is only for those who 

believe. Yet this belief adds nothing to salvation for it is the empty hands of faith that 

receive the gift of salvation. 

 

  3. lutroo 

  

lutroo is the third word translated in the English Bible as “redemption”. This word 

particularly emphasizes “release by payment of a ransom” or we might just say 

“freedom”. The three key texts where this word is used are Luke 24:21, Titus 2:14, and 1 

Peter 1:18.  

 

Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from 

your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as 

of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 

 

This passage clearly teaches that finite things of value cannot make men free from their 

former way of life. Redemption requires blood, specifically the blood of Christ, the spotless 

lamb. The word means that the purchased possession is taken from the slave market of sin 

and set free. The believer is no longer a slave in bondage to sin and Satan. He now has a 

new master, Jesus Christ and is free to righteousness. Dr. Walvoord sums up the meaning 

of redemption when he says,  

 

Christ’s death constituted an act of purchase in which the sinner is removed from 

his former bondage in sin by payment of the ransom price. The act of redemption 

takes the purchased possession out of the market and effects his release.iv 

 

It should be noted that redemption is what Christ’s saving work accomplished in regard to 

sin. Thus we say that redemption is sinward. We will see later that propitiation is Godward 

and reconciliation is manward. Christ’s saving work accomplishes work in three directions: 

sinward, Godward, and manward. There is the putting away of sin, the satisfying of God’s 

wrath, and the reconciliation of mankind. 

 



E. Propitiation—The Father Satisfied 

 

Redemption solves the sin problem by purchasing us out of the slave market of sin. Because 

of sin God’s holiness had been offended and only a sinless sacrifice could meet His 

righteous demands. Therefore, propitiation is that which “satisfies” the just wrath of God, 

averting His anger from sinful man and placing it on His only Begotten. Proof that God 

was satisfied by Christ’s work is the resurrection (Rom 4:25). 

 

In the Greek, propitiation is rendered by the word hilasmos (1 John 2:2; 4:10), hilasterion 

(Rom 3:25; Heb 9:5), and hilaskomai (Luke 18:13; Heb 2:17). hilasmos essentially means 

“to appease or satisfy”. In relation to the work of Christ on the cross propitiation 

completely satisfied God’s holy wrath against sin. Due to God’s just character, He was in 

no way obligated to save sinful men. Instead, His character dictated that He must condemn 

men. But out of God’s grace the Father sent the Son to propitiate His demands. Since the 

work of Christ propitiated the Father His wrath toward sinful men has been turned aside 

and now He is free to accept us through the blood of Christ. Propitiation was accomplished 

by the work of Christ on the cross and is objectively directed toward God. Thus we say 

propitiation is Godward.  

 

Just like redemption, propitiation is also extended to the whole world (1 John 2:2). Christ’s 

death did not just satisfy God’s wrath against the elect but satisfied God’s wrath against 

the whole world.  

 

And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for 

those of the whole world. 

 

However, as with redemption, propitiation was provided for all men but is applied only to 

those who believe (1 John 2:2). The application of these benefits is always through faith. 

 Due to Christ’s sacrifice God can legally impute the righteousness of Christ to the 

sinner.  

 

F. Reconciliation—The World Changed 

 

Reconciliation is the aspect of the substitutionary atonement that is directed man-ward. 

There are three Greek words that express this idea; katallasso (Rom. 5:10; 1 Co. 7:11; 2 

Co. 5:18ff), apokatallasso (Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20, 22), and diallasso (Matt 5:24). 

Conceptually, each of the words has something to do with the bringing together of two 

parties who were once at enmity with one another. God has reconciled the world to Himself 

through the saving work of Christ. Reconciliation does not mean that God changes but that 

God’s relationship to mankind has changed because of the saving work of Christ. “The 

thought is not that God is reconciled to the sinner, that is, adjusted to a sinful estate, but 

rather that the sinner is adjusted to God’s holy character. Reconciliation provisionally is 

for the entire world, just as God redeemed the whole world and is the propitiation for the 



sins of the whole world (2 Cor. 5:19; 2 Pet. 2:1; I John 2:1-2).”v For example, turn to 2 

Cor. 5:17-21.  

 

Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 

behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled 

us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, 

that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through 

us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him who knew 

no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in 

Him. 

 

God has already reconciled (past tense) us to Himself through Christ. Because of this 

reconciliation Christ gave us a ministry of reconciliation. That ministry is to proclaim to 

the world that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them. This message we proclaim to men, begging them to “be reconciled 

to God”. Now if the offer is universal, then it follows that the reconciliation is also 

universal. Verse 17 makes it clear that “any man” can be in Christ. Thus, God’s part in 

reconciliation is complete in Christ work on the cross and is universal in extent. Man’s part 

in reconciliation is to follow the command of verse 20, “be reconciled to God.” Thus 

reconciliation is provisional for all men, but applied only to those who believe the gospel.  

 

As Christians who have been reconciled to God through Christ, a new ministry has been 

imparted to us. That ministry is that we are witness bearers of this good news. The good 

news is that God is “not counting” men’s “trespasses against them”. If they will only 

believe this message they too will be reconciled to God. 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

All religions are based on the teachings of their founders but Christianity is distinguished 

by the importance it assigns to the substitutionary death of its founder. The Atonement 

speaks of the whole saving work of Christ and in the NT is broken down into three aspects. 

1) Redemption—the price was paid and Christ purchased you and upon belief He takes you 

out of the slave market of sin and sets you free. 2) Propitiation—the Father is satisfied by 

the work of Christ so that His wrath is turned away and God is free to extend all the divine 

blessings of salvation and spiritual blessings. 3) Reconciliation—the world changed so that 

God is no longer counting man’s trespasses against them but is calling every man to be 



reconciled to God. All three of these aspects of the atonement are unlimited in their extent. 

They are provisional for the whole world, every man but are only applied to those who 

believe. The application of Christ’s work to you has one condition: faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

“Take away the death of Christ as interpreted by the Scriptures, and you reduce Christianity 

to the level of the ethnic religions.”vi The cross is the only way of salvation. All other 

religions must reject the cross as a way of salvation and opt for human works. This is what 

distinguishes Christianity from the world’s religions: all religions say it’s your works that 

count but Christianity says your works are worthless and only Christ’s work counts. 

Christianity is a faith based system…we are trusting in Christ’s work on our behalf. Every 

other system is a works based system…they are trusting in their own works. Insomuch as 

they trust their own works they reject and denigrate the cross of Christ. Salvation is by 

grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Thus the Reformer’s cry still echoes 

through the corridors of time:  

sola scriptura 

sola gratia 

sola fide 

sola Christos 

soli Deo Gloria! 
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