EXPOSITION OF MARK p. 320
Message #54 Mark 14:32-42

On page 593 of our hymnal is a song called “Whezd_elads Me.” We have three verses to the
song in our book. Verse 2 in our hymnal says| gd with Him through the judgment.” In

many hymnals verse 2 says, “I'll go with Him thrdudpe garden” and then verse 3 says, “I'll go
with Him through the judgment.”

Truth is neither is actually true. We would novégone with Jesus through the garden and we
would not have gone with Jesus through the judgmH#ris closest disciples would not go with
Him, you can be sure we would not either. It is tilmng to sing something in a hymnbook; it is
another to actually do something in real life.

When you hear some believer confidently say thdlfallow Christ no matter where it takes
them or no matter what the cost, it gives me pa¥ghen you hear people confidently singing
“I have decided to follow Jesus...no turning backfurming back,” you cannot help but wonder
whether this is some naive dream of one who réabn’t thought it through. The truth is
following Christ is not that easy. It can be vegely and very tough.

Jesus was nearing the cross and all eleven ofistigotes promised they would go with Him to
His death. They would have sung those hymns ligela: But quite frankly, their spirituality
wasn’t as solid as they thought and what happexisraally proves that.

THE ASSIGNMENT OF JESUS CHRIST TO FULFILL THE WILL OF GOD AND DIE
IN ORDER TO SAVE SINNERS WAS VERY LONELY AND THE ST RENGTH HE
GAINED TO FULFILL GOD’S WILL CAME THROUGH PRAYER TO  HIS FATHER
AND NOT THROUGH FELLOWSHIP WITH HIS DISCIPLES.

After sharing the meal together and after the dlssipromised they would go with Jesus to His
death and die with Himjerse 32says they came to a place named Gethsemane.s$oalel

the eleven left Jerusalem and crossed the Kidrdley&John 18:1) to the western slope of the
Mount of Olives to the place named “Gethsemanehé lame Gethsemane means “olive press.”
John described this as being a “garden” (John 18\pparently Judas knew of this place
because they had gone there many times. JudasHanewuld find Jesus there (John 18:2).

Now when Jesus got into this garden, He told Hssigles to sit there while He went to pray.
According toverse 33 He took Peter and James and John with Him. Taesthree of His best
and most trusted Apostles. These three had babrHin when He raised Jairus’ daughter
(Mark 5:37) and when He had been transfigured (Me2. So these three were very special to
Him.
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Actually in regard to events pertaining to Christ&ath the number three is a critical number:
1) Jesus takes three discipldsl:33
2) Jesus prays three timeb4:35, 39, 41
3) Jesus finds His disciples sleeping three tinigs37, 40, 41
4) Peter denies Christ three times. 14:68, 70, 71
5) Pilate asks the crowd three questions aboutsCtimiee times. 15:9, 12, 14
6) Christ’s Crucifixion is broken down into thrame intervals:
A. Third Hour 15:25
B. Sixth Hour 15:38
C. Ninth Hour 15:34
7) Christ would rise from the dead on the third.dagZor.15:4

This use of the number three cannot be a mere coiigence and we believe is critical
because number 3 is the number of the Trinity. Ewgthing was done here with all_three
members of the Godhead.

It is clear that as Jesus was walking, with thbseet Apostles that He was experiencing as one
commentator said, “acute emotional distress.” Nenglelse is this distress described in such
vivid terms.

Verse 33says that He was “very distressed and troublddh&t word “distressed” means that
Jesus was experiencing great terror (G. Abbottig1@iteek Lexicon, p. 202). The word
“troubled” speaks of deep emotional anxiety andhite (bid., p. 9).

This was a very low emotional moment and He saigerse 34 that His soul was deeply
grieved to the point of death. The word “grievésla different word which means His soul was
totally engulfed and surrounded by sadness and (@iel., p. 356). Emotionally speaking He
was the lowest of the low.

The reason for this overwhelming emotional disttdugeling was because He was nearing His
death. Now had it only been nearing death likeréis¢ of us, it wouldn’t have been so bad. He
could have said, | am about to get out of heregamibdack to Heaven. But His death was not that
at all. He was about to take on Himself the full brunt of ar sin and the full brunt of God’s
wrath. This would mean there would be a moment when He wddibe separated from His
Father. This was something that had never happened tolddfiore and would not ever again.

This is exactly why we serve real wine at communioremembering the death of Christ. This
was not a nice, sweet, Welches grape juice expazieihis was a very bittersweet moment.
His death was not pleasant. It caused Him greet git was a very dark moment that would
offer light at the end of the tunnel.

Now He said to His disciples “remain here and wafelerse 34) In other words, you men stay
here and you stay awake and al#id;, p. 96). Now they needed to stay awake and alert in
prayer and they needed to stay alert for the betragr who would come with his soldiers to
take Christ.
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By the way, had they actually done this and obéyied and had they actually stayed there and
prayed, they probably would have had the courag®toun away from Christ. But they did not
have the power because they didn’t do it.

Now Jesus needed to pray. He needed to get albn&wd, His Father, and pray. Why not
take the three with Him? Well because this waswitisk and it was work only He could do.
This burden was His to bear and He would have ti glone.

There are some things in life you will have to fadene. No one else can walk with you through
some of your valleys. In those moments we negutdag because we need God. He is the One
who can take us safely through dark valleys.

Jesus gets alone with His Father and He has thegempmeetings:
JESUS’ GETHSEMANE PRAYER MEETING #1 — Mark 14:35-38

Jesus left the disciples and went a little way fitbvermn and He fell to the ground to pray. Luke
says he was about a stone’s throw away (Luke 22:41)

Jesus got alone with God and “fell to the grouud”35). This is reverence. Keep in mind that
Jesus is experiencing overwhelming emotional suagesHe knew He needed to fall down
before God and prayThis was the only thing that could sustain Him in Hs dark emotional
lows.

Jesus began by saying, “if it were possible, tha maight pass Him by.” The hour to which He
is referring is the hour of His betrayal that wolddd to His crucifixion. What Jesus is saying is
if there is any other way to save sinners, if ther@ny other plan we can devise, let this hour go
away.

But having expressed this wish, Jesus said, “Aldihdf’(v. 36) Now frankly, | do not think
this actually means “Daddy.” This is a term thaams that God the Father of all is “my actual
caring Father.” Jesus is personalizing God byrggaHim Abba. The Great and Glorious God
was Jesus’ own Father. He is not saying “daddy’jsthonoring Him as His Father. He knows
He is God’s Son and God the Father is His fatfdrere was a very intimate connection
between the two Persons.

Now Mark is the only one who uses this word andApestle Paul would use it two times:
1) Romans 8:15 - the Spirit of God that adoptants God’s family so He is our Father.
2) Galatians 4:6 - the Spirit of God that enablesaurealize the reality God is our Father.

It is staggering to think that we have a relatiopstith God that enables us to actually have an
intimate relationship with God that enables usrnow God is our Father.

Christ was alone with God and He prayed to GodHisdrayer request communicates three
things to and about God the Father:
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Prayer Communication Point #1 -All things are possible for Godl4:36a

Here is proper prayer theology. All things aregpole for God. We need to think this way
when we pray because that is the way Jesus thedght He prayed. This is the perspective of
God’s sovereignty that is necessary to move God.

What is happening here is that God the Son is rezog the sovereignty and supremacy of God
the Father over all things. God the Son’s ownersve of God the Father is that “all things
are possible for you.”

Prayer Communication Point #2 -Remove this cup from Mel4:36b

Jesus is facing His own death and death is aninitimg proposition for any of us. His death
was in a category all its own.

Do not miss this.If there would have been any other way to redeemrsners, that death cup
would have been removed But there is no other way. No Father would agk$bn to go
through what Jesus was about to go through if Higdgorevent it. But here is the truth unless
Jesus Christ goes to that cross to take away oumsi, we cannot be saved.

This must have been a very difficult thing for Gbé Father to hear coming from His perfect
Son. Don't you dare arrogantly think you can eguar salvation by your works or religion.

Take a good look at this. Why did Jesus Chriseltawdie? Why did He have to suffer when He
did not want to suffer? Why didn’t God the Fathjet Him out of this? Because this is the only
way God can save sinners. There is only one waydo to be saved and it is through the
finished work of Jesus Christ.

This cup, that He would have to experience, inalutdéing upon Himself our sin and God’s
wrath. This cup included all law violations thaivie ever been committed. This cup meant He
who knew no sin would become sin for us so thatadd be made righteous in Him.

If you reject Jesus Christ, you deserve to go tbamel burn forever because He did all of this
for you and me.

By the way, the answer to this request is “no.”efEhare religious heretics who point you to
Bible verses and say pray it, name it and clainWkell Jesus knew every Bible verse and His
Father always listened to Him and the answer ®réguest was not “yes,” but “no.”

Prayer Communication Point #3 -Answer Me what you want, not what | warit4:36¢

Jesus knew there was no other way to save sinkirknew that the only way for sinners to
have a relationship with God, He would have toesuéind die.

So He said God, not my will be done here, but tiillyve done here. This is a total and
complete submission to the will of God.



p. 324

After Jesus had prayed this, He got up and werk tmaklis three disciples and He found them
sleeping(v. 37). These were the guys who promised never to fail bt let Him down. Their
failure was already underway.

Now Jesus woke them up and specifically addresstst PNow remember Peter is relaying this
to Mark. Peter was the one who had made all teos&ional promises and claimed that he
would always be loyal to Jesus. So Jesus wokeubiend said, “Could you not keep watch for
one hour?” The “you” is singular, aimed straighPater.

Notice He calls Peter “Simon,” which is a subtlbuke because that was his pre-conversion
name (1:16, 29, 36; 3:16). He was not acting dilsolid rock (Petros), but like his old self. So
this is actually a rebuke of Peter the very nighiesus’ betrayal. Peter had no problem telling
this to Mark even when it doesn’t make him loolb#oa real great spiritual giant.

Great people of God see themselves honestly apdith€t see themselves as being anything
great. The greatness is found in the Lord.

Actually the implication is that he and the disegplould you not even watch and pray for one
hour? | wonder how many of God’s people will haver spent one hour in prayer? We are not
talking here about cumulative time, but one sobdih

Now in verse 38Jesus says you need to keep watching and pragcagbe this is the key to not
succumbing to temptationiYou have a weak flesh that will fail you every sinig time and the
key to a strength in your spirit that will not fail is prayer.

This is something that all believers need to knogay. Prayer is a critical key to victory. Itas
key to not succumbing to temptation. Staying atethe Word and alert in prayer is the key to
victory.

JESUS’ GETHSEMANE PRAYER MEETING #2 — Mark 14:39-40

Jesus walked away from His disciples again and weeptay. The prayer to God was the same
and the results with His disciples were the sakivéen He came back to them, He found them
sleeping. He had rebuked them for sleeping tisétime but that did not change them or faze
them.

These guys did not offer Jesus Christ any suppbatsoever. He was totally and completely on
His own. It was just Him and God.

When He woke them up they did not know what to Sathat could they say? They were
failures. They were tired and ashamed. They bsidthe Apostolic Bravado. They felt their
sleep was more important than their prayers.
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JESUS’ GETHSEMANE PRAYER MEETING #3 — Mark 14:41-42

Once again Jesus went to pray and He again wasdalkth God the Father about the same
matter. It is very right to pray about the samegdhmultiple times. Jesus did. Take your
burdens to the Lord and leave them there and thdragk again and leave them there again and
again. Jesus did that.

This time when Jesus went back to His discipleshatkfive specific messages for them:
Message #1 Are you still sleeping and resting4:41a

The answer is yes Lord, we are still sleeping. akéenot any more active now than we were the
first time you rebuked us. Nothing has changed.

Message #2 H is enough.14:41b

Jesus is saying two things here:
1) | have prayed about this long enough and
2) You have had enough rest and sleep.

It is time to get going.
Message #3 The hour has arrived for Me to be betrayed ineotthnds of sinnersl4:41c

Jesus is saying we have now reached the momemotad begin the process of Me dying on
the cross for your sins. The first thing that a#lppen is | will be betrayed. It is time for that
now.

Message #4 Get up and let’s get goind.4:42a

These disciples had no clue as to what Jesus mBanfor Him it means it is time for Me to go
to the cross.

Message #5 The one who betrays Me is at haridl:42b

Judas was obviously sneaking up on Christ withthings who would arrest Jesus. Jesus is God;
you cannot sneak up on Him. He said, “the one bdtoays me is at hand.”

Now you think very seriously about this text. Wg God the Father and God the Son
willingly let this happen? Only one answer. Tisi$sod’s only way of salvation. Jesus Christ is
the only door and the only way to be saved. Then® other name under heaven that can save
you.

If you reject Jesus Christ and rely on you or ywarks or your goodness or your church or your
denomination or your baptism or your catechismaurycharity, it would be better for you if you
had not been born. Believe on Jesus Christ toddy+He will save you.



