
Reformation 500 Week 1 

 

Throughout the month of October, here at Harvest will be joining with our Protestant 

Brothers and Sisters throughout the World in joyful celebration of the 500th anniversary 

of the Protestant Reformation. 

 

It is with humility, honesty and a sense of remorse that I would confess to you that 10 

years ago, although I certainly would have considered myself a Protestant, I knew very 

little about the Reformation. 

 Because my education and my experience came from the Pentecostal side of the 

church, my focus on church history only dated back to the Azusa Street Revival in 

California, which was the beginning of the Pentecostal movement  in 1906. 

 Sure, I read the required reading on church history and passed all of the tests, but I 

was of the opinion that the historic roots of Protestantism were not relevant to what 

the Spirit was doing in the church today.    I was wrong. 

 Much of my church life early on was spent seeking the next move of the Holy Spirit, 

praying for revival, pursuing spiritual experiences in worship. 

 Looking back from my present vantage point I see that those early prayers for revival 

have actually been answered, but not at all in the way that I expected. 

 Like most Pentecostals, I expected any revival sent by God would be filled with 

miraculous signs and wonders that stirred the spirit and moved the emotions. 

 BUT God had other plans, the revival that has taken place in the church over the past 

12 years is a revival of Biblical truth, a restoration of the same sound doctrine that 

gave birth to the Protestant Reformation. 

 Articles in Leadership magazine and even the New York Times over the past 10 

years have brought attention to this revival. 

 

In 2008 Craig Tanner Baptist Pastor and writer for Leadership Magazine wrote: 

“For quite some time now there has been a rumbling in the distance. The sound of 

Reformed Theology making its way back into the hearts and minds of students of the 

Word of God. While it was a gentle sound in the distance at first, the rumbling is getting 

closer and louder. People are actually starting to notice. For some it is a breath of fresh 

air.”  

Tim Challies in his review of the book, “Young Restless and Reformed” writes: 

 

 “Tired of seeing people as products and weary of experiencing church as a form of 

entertainment, church-goers have searched to find churches that offer a more satisfying 

approach to the Christian life and the Reformation has provided it. 
 

This Reformation Revival has significantly affected our own fellowship and so this 

morning we will begin a 5 part series on the “Five Solas of the Reformation.” 

 



The Five Solas are Latin phrases that emerged during the Reformation that summarize 

the Reformer’s Biblical view of Salvation.  

1. Sola Fide (Faith Alone) We are saved through faith alone in Jesus Christ. 

2. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) We are saved by the grace of God alone. 

3. Sola Christus (Christ Alone) There is no other name under heaven given among 

men by which we must be saved." 

4. Sola Scriptura  (The Bible alone is our highest authority) 

5. Sola de Gloria  (For the glory of God alone)  

 

NOW, let’s take a step back in time and visit the 16th century, the year 1517. 

Reading from:  “The Heroic Boldness of Martin Luther”  Dr Steven Lawson 

“October 31, 1517, is a pivotal date in church history, one on which the course of human 

events in Western civilization dramatically turned. On that date, Martin Luther, a 

relatively obscure professor of Bible at the University of Wittenberg in Germany, nailed 

his “Ninety-Five Theses” to the front door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg.” 

 By this simple act, the young Augustinian monk registered his protest against the 

abuse and corruption of the Roman Catholic Church. 

 No one foresaw the firestorm that Luther was about to unleash. His one bold act 

proved to be “The shot heard around the world” that launched the Protestant 

Reformation. 

 

The noted historian Philip Schaff said: 

“Next to the beginning of Christianity, the Protestant Reformation was the greatest event 

in history.” 

 Stop and consider the weight of that statement. 

 

Looking back, I would compare the Protestant Reformation to one of the many raging 

wildfires in the hills of California. Like a forest fire, a number of elements had to align at 

just the right time so that one little spark could set the world ablaze. 

 Every wildfire needs a prolonged season of drought, the blowing of a mighty wind 

and of course, there must be a spark. (those are the three points my sermon) 

 IN the sovereignty of God all of the elements that were necessary for the Reformation 

to become a consuming fire came together in God’s perfect time. 

 The corruption of the church of Rome provided the spiritual drought that was 

necessary to prepare the fuel. 

 The wind of the Spirit began to blow on God’s Elect Exiles throughout Europe. 

 And by the Sovereign hand of God, Martin Luther supplied the spark. 

 

First, let’s consider the Spiritual Drought leading up to the Reformation. 

 



In the days leading up to the Reformation The vital doctrines of Biblical Christianity 

were on life support. The light of the Gospel was nearly extinguished, spiritual life was 

slipping away and the visible church was terminally ill. 

 Corruption had infiltrated the church like a cancer. AFTER ALL - Why do you think 

they called it the “Dark Ages.” 

 

Rome taught that anyone who did not acknowledge the Pope as God’s representative on 

the earth and the Roman Catholic Church as the only true church was damned.    

 One of the problems with God’s Representative was He lived as if he had God’s 

unlimited resources, but he didn’t! And so the church was often on the verge of 

bankruptcy. 

 Immense sums of money were spent maintaining the church’s political influence in 

Italy. 

 

Around 1505, Pope Julius II began the immense project of building St. Peter's Basilica 

and commissioning Michelangelo to paint the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. Both of these 

projects were tremendously expensive and construction was still under way when Leo X 

became pope in 1513.  

 Leo was left with huge deficits and the task of completing the basilica was far from 

finished so he decided to promote the sale of indulgences in order to rescue the 

church from fiscal disaster.   What should he do?? 

 

Leo, greatly expanded the sale of indulgences and he commissioned a Dominican Friar 

named Johann Tetzel to market these indulgences throughout Germany. 

 

At this point I think we need to clarify, What is an Indulgence?   

An indulgence in effect was a remission of the temporal punishment for sins that could be 

obtained through the R.C.C.  

 The R.C.C taught that the Pope was God’s minister of redemption on the earth and 

He could dispense spiritual merit from what they called the “Treasury of Merit.” 

 IN essence an indulgence was a get out of Jail Free card! 

o Planning a uniquely sinful weekend, purchase an indulgence and all of your 

indiscretions are covered.  

 You could pay a certain fee and receive a measure of righteousness from the 

heavenly bank of righteousness. AND Friar Tetzel was the A.T.M. that dispensed 

those indulgences.  

 At one point, the Pope expanded indulgences to include those who were dead.  

 

The R.C.C. taught that the temporal consequences of sin actually followed a person into 

the afterlife.  



 They believed that 40, 50 or 60 years in this present life was insufficient to pay the 

consequences of sin, so the souls of men and women were sent to purgatory until 

such a time as the consequences  of their sins were fully paid. 

 AND the R.C.C. taught that through the purchase of indulgences you could literally 

FREE a family member from the confines of purgatory. 

 

Johann Tetzel was famous for his proclamation:  “As soon as the coin in the coffer rings 

the soul from purgatory springs.” 

 

Even before his conversion, Martin Luther knew that this practice was nothing more than 

Ecclesiastical Extortion, the fleecing of the Flock of God by the False Shepherds in 

Rome. 

 The sale of indulgences for Luther was the straw that broke the camel’s back. He 

could no longer endure the gross hypocrisy and corruption of the church. 

 Moved by the Holy Spirit Luther put pen to paper and wrote out his grievances 

hoping to initiate a dialogue that would result in sanctifying changes within the 

R.C.C. 

 With that urging of the Holy Spirit in the life of Luther we transition to our second 

point: The Blazing Fire of the Reformation needed the wind of the Spirit 

 

You could rightly say, at this point in his life, Luther was Hyper-Sensitive in his own 

personal quest for righteousness. The Spirit of God graciously opened his eyes to see 

both the absolute holiness of God as well as his own sinful condition. 

 

Steve Lawson writes: 

“Luther was driven even obsessed with obtaining salvation through his own efforts. He 

said, ‘When I was a monk, I wearied myself greatly for almost fifteen years with the daily 

sacrifice, tortured myself with fastings, vigils, prayers and other rigorous works. I 

earnestly thought to acquire righteousness by my works.” 

 

In hopes of satisfying his hunger and thirst for righteousness one of Luther’s colleagues 

suggested he take a pilgrimage to Rome. 

 Luther hoped to find peace as he visited the holy sites and viewed the sacred relics; 

instead, he encountered the blatant abuse and gross hypocrisy of the Priests.  

 Despondent Luther returned to Erfurt and transferred to the University of Wittneberg 

where he received his doctor of theology degree and began teaching the Scriptures. 

 

It was in those days that the Spirit of God moving through the Word of God, like a ray of 

light on a dark and gloomy day, illuminated the Scripture to this tormented soul and in a 

creative miracle, the hand of God brought new life to Martin Luther. 



 While Luther was meditating on the first chapter of Romans verse 16-17, the Holy 

Spirit opened his eyes to the gracious GIFT of righteousness that comes by faith 

alone in Christ alone. 

 

Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall 

live by faith." 

 Like the Apostle Paul in his Damascus Road experience, the glory of God’s 

immeasurable grace was revealed to a man who was previously seeking the 

righteousness of God through his own zealous works. 

 Luther remembered the event when he wrote these words: 

 

 “AT last by the mercy of God, meditating day and night, I gave heed to the context of 

the words, namely, “In it the righteousness of God is revealed, as it is written, ‘He who 

through faith is righteous shall live.’ There I began to understand that the righteousness 

of God is that by which the righteous lives by a gift of God, namely faith. 

 

 “And this is the meaning, the righteousness of God is revealed by the Gospel, namely, 

the passive righteousness with which merciful God justifies us by faith as it is written, 

“He who through faith is righteous shall live.” Here I felt that I was altogether born again 

and had entered paradise itself through open gates.” 

 

In this dramatic conversion, Luther came to realize that sinful man is not saved by his 

good works. Rather, the righteousness of Christ is imputed, (Credited, accounted) to 

unworthy sinners on the basis of faith alone.  

 Luther called this a “foreign righteousness,” meaning it is alien to man. This gift of  

righteousness, comes from outside of man and is freely given by God. 

 By this realization, justification by faith alone, what is commonly called, “Sola Fide” 

became the material principle of the Protestant Reformation. 

 This was the first step in restoring of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the church. 

 

Luther is quoted as saying, “Sola Fide” is the chief article from which all other doctrines 

flow.  

 So important was this truth that John Calvin called it, “The main hinge on which 

salvation turns.” 

 The reformers taught that Sola Fide is the pivotal truth on which the salvation of man 

rests. 

 

Luther went on to say, “This doctrine alone, begets, nourishes, builds, preserves, and 

defends the church of God and without it the church of God cannot exist for one hour.” 



 IN other words, if you get this wrong, you separate yourself from orthodox Christian 

Theology. 

 Dr Lawson expresses the importance of “Sola Fide” in this way: 

 

Lawson, “Any church that sets aside Sola Fide is no longer a church and becomes a 

glorified social club.” 

 

Because the Elders at Harvest are not interested in managing a social club, we all need to 

understand and embrace the doctrine of justification by faith alone. 

 Now for our own understanding, let’s go back to that portion of Scripture that the 

Holy Spirit used to open Luther’s spiritual eyes. 

 

Romans 1:15  So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 16 For I 

am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 

revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall live by faith." 

 

Let’s focus on Vs 17:“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed” What is the “IT?” 

 Well the “IT” of verse 17 reflects back on the “Gospel” of verse 16.  So Paul is 

Saying In It  (In the Gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed. 

 Before the Spirit of God illuminated the Scripture, Luther stated that He actually 

HATED the righteousness of God because it was God’s perfect righteousness that 

condemned Him to hell.  

 Nothing he did, no amount of prayer or fasting, no self-denial or service to the poor 

was able to gain a righteous standing before God. 

 

Let’s try to understand this word “Righteousness: What exactly has God given us?  

 If you picture an old fashioned market place with a set of scales. When someone 

desires to purchase 3 measures of flour the merchant places 3 weights on one side of 

the scale and then he proceeds to pour flour on the other side of the scale until the 

scales come into perfect balance. 

 When the scales reached that place of perfect balance the transaction was considered 

“Righteous.” 

o If you give me a dollar and I give you 4 quarters – that is a righteous 

exchange. 

o Now let’s consider righteousness in salvation: 

 

On one side of the scales you have the perfect, holy and righteous God and on the other 

side of the scales is your life, my life. How do you think we measure up? 

 I am reminded of the handwriting on the wall that frightened King Belshazzar in the 

book of Daniel Chapter 5 “ Mini, Mini, Teckle, Ufarson” “You have been weighed in 

the balance and come up wanting.” 



 None of us measure up to God’s perfect standard of righteousness, All have sinned 

and fallen short of the glory of God. 

 And so we are under the condemnation and the wrath of Almighty God. 

 Because God is perfectly righteous he MUST punish sin with a just and equitable 

judgment. If he did not judge us he would cease to be holy, He would no longer be 

just and righteous. 

 

As we learned Last Week: In our study of the Gospel: 

God sent his one and only Son to fulfill all righteousness and to provide for his beloved 

people a perfect righteousness that was independent of their works. 

 

Back to the scales: Remember on one side we find the perfect holiness of Almighty God 

and On the other the ruined sinner.  

 NOW when that sinner is born of God and believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

perfect righteousness of Christ is credited or imputed given to the sinner so that by 

faith he actually stands before God robed in the righteousness of Christ. 

 THIS my friends is the Righteousness that God revealed to Martin Luther. 

 THIS is the Gospel that was recovered in 1517 through the Protestant Reformation. 

 

HOW then is the righteousness of Christ credited to sinful man?  

 By some sort of merit system? By Human effort?   NO 

 Through religious activity? NO 

 By submission to the 7 Sacraments of the R.C.C. -  Baptism, Eucharist, 

Confirmation, Reconciliation (Penance) Anointing of the sick, Holy orders? 

 

NO! According to Paul the righteousness of Christ is credited to men and women by faith 

alone. 

 When we by faith believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ, trusting in his life, death and 

resurrection for our justification we obtain a righteous standing before God. 

 

We need to understand that the righteousness in which we stand has been procured for us 

by two things. 

1. By the sinless life of Christ. 

2. And by his substitutionary death. 

 

In order for the perfect justice of God to be fully satisfied when it comes to sinful man, a 

man must die.  (The soul that sins will surely die) 

 So Christ put on Human Flesh and became one of us. Phil 2, John 1:14, Romans 1:3 

In the perfect justice of God: Since man is the one who fell into sin, it must be a Man 

who pays the price for sin. 

 

Romans 3: 23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 



24  and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25  whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

 On the cross Jesus completely absorbed, totally removed the wrath of God that was 

rightly belonged to us as the just wages of our sin. 

 On the cross God the Father put his Son on display, publically exhibited him as the 

one and only atoning sacrifice for sin. 

 He alone is able to remove the wrath of God from guilty sinners because He alone 

bore God’s wrath for us. 

 AND HOW do we receive the benefits of Christ’s atoning sacrifice? They must be 

received by faith.  

 

Let’s bring this teaching to a close by returning to my initial illustration: 

The false teachings and moral dearth of the R.C.C provided the fuel for the fires of the 

reformation. 

 The Holy Spirit breathing new life into the soul of Martin Luther provided the 

oxygen for the fire of revival. 

 AND By the sovereign grace of God Luther provided the SPARK that set the world 

ablaze with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

On October 31, ALL Hallow’s Eve, the day before “All Saints Day” the greatest day for 

the sale of indulgences throughout the entire year, Luther nailed his 95 theses to the front 

door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg Germany. 

 His students would later remove the paper and take it to the printing press that had 

only recently been invented and they would spread Luther’s concerns and his 

doctrine all throughout Europe and the Protestant Reformation began.  

 

Let me ask you this: What is your eternal HOPE built on?  Your performance? Your 

obedience to the Law? Following the ordinances of the Church? 

Your generous donations to the church?  You know God loves a cheerful giver 

 The Scripture tells us: 

 

Ephesians 2: 8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, 9  not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

 PRAY: Lord When we were powerless, when we were sold into slavery YOU came 

and rescued us. Your mercy and grace have set us free and empowered us to live a 

brand new life  


