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Message #99                                                                                                              Luke 20:27-44 

 

Have you ever played the game of chess?  For those who haven’t, the basic purpose of the game 

is to capture the opponent’s king.  It is an interesting game because you have all of these various 

pieces–pawns, rooks, knights, bishops and a queen–who all move in a variety of directions.  

When you are playing the game you not only have to worry about protecting your king, but you 

also have to have a strategy to get your opponent’s king. 

 

I am not a good chess player.  I like the game, but I am not skilled at it.  On occasion, I have 

been able to play with some who are very proficient.  Years ago, when we were in Indiana, I 

played a couple of games with a man who won different chess tournaments.  When playing, it 

became very clear that IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO BEAT HIM.  Actually, it is almost 

impossible for me to beat anyone at chess. 

 

Good chess players are able to think ahead; sometimes five to six moves and a good chess player 

will capture your king and end the game before you even know what he is doing. 

 

When Jesus Christ was actually here on earth, metaphorically speaking, there was a big chess 

game taking place.  He was the King.  He was the King of Kings.  The religious leaders hated 

Christ and were out to capture Him and kill Him. 

 

There were all kinds of political and religious players in this goal.  There were the chief priests 

who wanted Temple power.  There were the Pharisees who wanted people power.  There were 

the Scribes who wanted teaching power.  There were the religious spies who wanted success 

power.  There were the Sadducees who wanted financial power.   

 

These diabolical groups carefully watched every one of Christ’s moves.  What they soon learned 

is they were no match for Him.  Each group tried to beat Him and each group kept losing.  The 

Scribes and Chief Priests tried to trap Jesus and they lost (20:19).  The spies try to trap Jesus and 

they lost (20:20, 26).  This time another group takes their turn.  The group is the Sadducees. 

 

Jesus Christ saw everything and knew everything.  He saw all of their moves and was way ahead 

of them and even though they will eventually nail Him to the cross, Jesus Christ will end up the 

winner and they will end up the losers.  What we see here is this: 

 

NO MATTER HOW SUBTLE OR CRAFTY THE TACTIC IS TO TRAP JESUS 

CHRIST, IN THE END, JESUS CHRIST ALWAYS WINS. 

 

For a while, one may be very smooth in his/her rebellion.  One may be subtle and crafty in his 

secret rejection of truth.  One may be very secretive in his hatred of righteousness.  In the end, 

Jesus Christ sees through it all and He will win.  No one will ever defeat or beat Jesus Christ 

EVER!  Those who play some religious game before Jesus Christ will always lose. 

 

There are basically two main narrative parts to this story: 
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NARRATIVE PART #1 – The deceptive question the Sadducees ask Jesus Christ.  20:27-33 

 

The Sadducees were big religious players in the days of Jesus Christ.  There are about six facts 

we may bring out about them: 

 

Fact #1 - They were wealthy Jewish politicians–Very materialistic in views; live for here  

                   and now. 

Fact #2 - They were closely affiliated with the Pharisees.  Matt. 22:34 

Fact #3 - They were opposed to Jesus Christ.  Matt. 22:34 

Fact #4 - They were called vipers by John.  Matt. 3:7 

Fact #5 - They were part of the religious authority who ruled in Israel - the Sanhedrin. 

Fact #6 - They were humanistic rationalists who denied miracles, the resurrection and future life. 

 

Now one good question to ask is this.  Since the Pharisees believed in miracles and the 

resurrection and future life, how did the Sadducees ever get elected to the Sanhedrin?  The 

answer is money.  The Sadducees were rich and the Pharisees were quick to make room for 

those who had big money.  The Pharisees loved power and the Sadducees love money and 

pleasure. 

 

The specific issue that the Sadducees challenge Christ with is the issue of the resurrection.  

Almost every Jew believed in a future resurrection.  Their belief dated clear back to the father  

of the Jews, Abraham, who believed in the resurrection (Hebrews 11:17-19). 

 

The Sadducees rejected the Word of God on this matter.  They did not even believe in any 

resurrection (20:27).  The fallacy of this entire episode is that the Sadducees are trying to trap 

Jesus Christ over something in which they don’t even believe. 

 

To these Sadducees, any question of the resurrection is safe because they don’t even believe in 

the resurrection.  Even though in verse 28, they identify Christ as “Teacher” (anarthrous 

construction, no article meaning character and quality of a teacher), they really are not interested 

in knowing truth.  They are only interested in trapping and killing Jesus Christ. 

 

In verses 29-32, they present a bizarre hypothetical situation to Jesus Christ.  There were seven 

brothers and one of them married this woman and he ended up dying and the woman did not 

have any children.  So each brother married the woman and each brother died.  Finally, the 

woman died.  So the question was whose wife is she in the resurrection.  So what we have here 

in this absurd story is seven dead men, one dead woman and no children. 

 

Before we look at this, let me say this must have been one unique Jewish woman.  She was so 

thrilling that every brother wanted to marry her even though everyone died shortly after the 

honeymoon.  Now you would logically think by the time you got to brother 4-5 that someone 

would suspect we may have a serial killer in the family.  But in their hypothetical story all the 

brothers wanted to take their chances.  It is a bizarre story. 
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Now the Biblical concept of taking a brother’s wife is for Israel under the O.T. law and it comes 

from Deuteronomy 25:5-6.  There are at least three reasons why it was important to preserve a 

Jewish family lineage: 

1) Each Jewish family had specific land which was their part of the Promised Land. 

2) Each Jewish family was promised a future inheritance in the Kingdom. 

3) Each Jewish family hoped they would produce the Messiah. 

 

Under this O.T. economy with Israel, if a brother died with no children, another brother was to 

marry his wife so she could produce a child in the same family line in order to keep the family 

name and lineage.  This was an important matter for every Jew. 

 

The Sadducees pick this O.T. law mandate and use it to invent a bizarre story of a woman who 

married into a family with seven brothers.  One by one they married her and one by one they 

each died childless.  So at the end of the story they want to know whose wife would she be at  

the resurrection. 

 

They think they have come up with a real story stumper that will trap Jesus Christ.  They truly 

believe this story will back Him into a corner and outsmart Him.  But they are all about to lose 

because you cannot trap the King. 

 

NARRATIVE PART #2 – The irrefutable answer Jesus Christ gives to the Sadducees.   

                                                20:34-44 

 

For any person to think they can fool or trick the Son of God is ludicrous.  He sees the truth and 

He has all the answers.  No one will outsmart Him or put something by Him. 

 

Jesus gives three responses to the Sadducees that leave them with their mouths shut: 

 

Response #1 - Jesus gives a marital response to the question.  20:34-36 

 

Jesus Christ decided to play along with their hypothetical questioning and He uses it as an 

important opportunity to teach some eternal truths and realities about marriage.  There are three 

realities He brings out: 

 

(Reality #1) - Marriage is only for this temporal world.  20:34-36 

 

Now when some heard this, they probably said that is too bad and others probably said praise 

God.  In Greek, the “sons who marry” are the men or males and the ones “given in marriage”  

are the women or females.  Biblical Greek is clear that marriage is between a man and woman.   

 

The point Jesus makes is that marriage is only a prerogative of this temporal world.  Once a 

person leaves this world, marriage is no longer a viable option.  In other words, when a person 

goes into eternity, they are not going to join a dating service and seek to find someone to marry. 
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(Reality #2) - Marriage is not for the eternal world.  20:35 

 

Jesus really drives home a significant point here when He begins by saying, “those who are 

considered worthy to attain to that age.”  The Scribes and Pharisees and Chief Priests and 

Sadducees believed that they were automatically worthy by their religion and works and self-

righteousness.  Jesus makes it clear here that God will determine who is worthy enough to live 

with Him forever and that worth will only be found in Jesus Christ and no one else (John 14:6). 

 

These leaders trying to trap Christ will not be in God’s eternity to experience any of this.  These 

guys should not have been worried about getting married in heaven; they should have been 

worried about getting into heaven.  Jesus makes it clear that in God’s eternity, there is no such 

thing as marriage as we know it. 

 

There are two very different generic classifications of types of resurrections Luke specifically 

mentions in his N.T. writings: 

1) There is the resurrection of the righteous; 

2) There is the resurrection of the wicked.  Acts 24:15; Luke 14:14 

 

From the glimpse Luke gives us of hades or hell in Luke 16:23-24, the last thing people in hell 

are worried about is marriage.  They are experiencing the torturous fire that forever burns them 

and they are not thinking about marriage. 

 

(Reality #3) - Bodies are different in the eternal world.  20:36 

 

In eternity, we do not have the same kind of body.  Our bodies will be similar to that of an angel.  

They will not be angel bodies, but they are “like angel bodies.”  This will be a new type of 

human body obviously not subject to the limitations, needs and passions of this world. 

 

One feature is that the new body will not be capable of dying.  Angel’s bodies do not age; they 

do not deteriorate and they do not die.  Our new eternal body will be like that. 

 

When Jesus says there will be no marriage in heaven just like there is no death, He is not 

equating marriage with death.  Those in heaven do not get there by physical birth, but by 

spiritual birth.  When one believes on Jesus Christ, one is immediately declared to be a child  

of God forever. 

 

Response #2 - Jesus gives a Mosaic response to the question.  20:37-40 

 

The Sadducees only viewed the Mosaic Law and truth.  Jesus really defeats the Sadducees here 

and beats them at their own game because He proves from the O.T. Law that the resurrection is 

valid. 

 

He cites as His proof the famous episode found in Exodus 3:1-6, in which Moses is speaking to 

Jehovah in the burning bush episode.   
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In that conversation, God identifies Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who had 

long since passed off the scene.  In order for God to identify Himself as their God, they must be 

alive and must someday be headed to a resurrection. 

 

Jesus had not only given an answer to the marriage question, He also answered the resurrection 

question and we may notice from verses 39-40 that He left these self-proclaimed “scholars” with 

their mouths shut. 

 

Jesus shut their mouths with the word of God.  He shut the mouths of the Scribes and Chief 

Priests (20:27); He shut the mouths of the religious spies (20:26) and He shut the mouths of the 

Sadducees (20:40).  One other point, if anyone tries to suggest that they deserve heaven by their 

works or keeping the O.T. law, He will also shut their mouths (Rom. 3:19). 

 

Response #3 - Jesus gives a Davidic response to the question.  20:41-44 

 

Frederic Godet said at the close of this spiritual tournament, Christ challenges His adversaries 

and goes on the offensive. 

 

Jesus asks the leaders a very simple question.  In Psalm 110:1, we find David talking about his 

Lord sitting at the right hand of the Father.  How is it possible for One Person to be David’s 

LORD and David’s son? 

 

Every Jew knew that the Messiah would come through the Davidic line, so what Jesus is stating 

is the Messiah is very unique because He is both the Lord and also He must be a man. 

 

There is a very significant Lukan connection between Luke 22:41 and Acts 2:29-36.  The 

significant connection is this–the only way the Son of David can end up sitting at the Father’s 

right hand is by a resurrection (Acts 2:30-36).  In other words, a resurrection is needed if the  

son of David is going to end up sitting at the right hand of the Father and be David’s Lord. 

 

The sad reality of all of this is that even though Christ is presenting profound doctrine and 

theology, for the most part to these Sadducees it didn’t matter.  This is all a game to them.   

They didn’t believe it some 30 years later after these Sadducees had actually seen the empty 

tomb (Acts 23:8). 

 

The Sadducees tried to trap the King and they lost.  He was the One who ended up asking the 

questions that they could not answer. 

 

PARTING THOUGHTS: 

1) No one will ever outsmart or outwit or trap God with their human schemes or plans. 

2) Many religious and political leaders are religious phonies and they will not be in heaven. 

3) Jesus Christ is the only One who can save from sin and regardless of what religious 

      leaders say, salvation is by grace alone by faith alone in Christ alone. 


