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KJV – Matthew 25:1-13 / John 10:25-30 

 

“They Shall Never Perish” 

     I have two texts this morning; the first is from the book of Matthew chapter 25 and also John 
chapter 10. 
 
     There is a common misconception today about this story of the TEN Virgins. There are those that 
say that all these Ten Virgins represent the Church of our LORD Jesus Christ. Do you believe that 
this morning? I have news for you my friends, the 5 Foolish are not part of the Church and Kingdom, 
nor were they are! 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 
 
1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth 
to meet the bridegroom. 
 
2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
 
3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 
 
4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
 
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 
 
6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 
 
7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 
 
8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 
 
9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to 
them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 
 
10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut. 
 
11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 
 
12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 
 
13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 
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    Now listen to these verses again. 
 
Matthew 25:2-3 
 
2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
 
3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 
 
     The five wise took their lamps and they had oil in their vessels with their lamps and I do believe 
they had assurance of who they were where they were going and how it was they were getting 
there. 
 
     Yet five were foolish, they also had a lamp, they were dressed the same, they looked the same, 
they talked and walked the same, they even slept peacefully as the others did; but they took no oil 
with them. 
 
     They were very comfortable, no doubt and had much assurance; yet it was a false assurance. 
And friends, there is such a thing as a false assurance. 
 
John 10:25-30 
 
25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. 
 
26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
 
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 
 
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. 
 
30 I and my Father are one. 
 
     You cannot get assurance in a church denomination. You cannot get assurance from a preacher. 
I cannot give you assurance and I won’t. Because if I did talk you into salvation and assurance, 
someone else could come along and talk you out of it. 
 
     How can we have this assurance, to know we are a part of that group that: they shall never 
perish? How can we know that we are among the five wise and not in the group of the five foolish? 
How can you know that you know? That they shall never perish! False assurance will always 
display three traits: 
 

1. Based on an emotion! 
2. Back to an experience! 
3. Bears not examination! 
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Three marks of false assurance; three traits that do not place a soul in the group of the five wise. 
 
Matthew 25:1 
 
1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth 
to meet the bridegroom. 
 
We get to go to the bridegroom! 
 

1. Based on an emotion! 
 

     Hey look at me, I prayed through, shed the tears, got up and shouted and Glory to God, I am 
saved. You should have been there, the whole church house was shouting! I felt so bad before, and 
after I prayed I felt so good. Oh what an emotional time it was. Friends if the emotionalism of the 
service is all you have to base your assurance on, then what a sad state you are in. I felt it so 
therefore I know. 
 
     Your emotions can be duplicated, so you need more than just a feeling. You see all ten of the 
virgins were invited to go meet the bridegroom. They all ten were excited and no doubt got all 
emotional about it. The Devil can counterfeit a lot of things and emotions are just some of them. 
 
II Corinthians 11:13-15 
 
13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 
 
14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
 
15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works. 
 
     The Bible even says therefore try the spirits to see whether they be of God or not? False 
assurance by emotions is nothing more than a pipe dream because these can be duplicated by the 
Devil to deceive depraved mankind. 
 
     All ten of these virgins were trying to get to the same place. All ten were dressed alike. They all 
talked alike, they all walked alike. But only five had the oil. When you have the oil, the Holy Spirit of 
God. You having a feeling inside you that not only blesses you on the mountain top, but it comforts 
you in the valley. It lifts you up, when you’re all alone; it delivers you from the doubt and my friends 
that’s real assurance. 
 

1. Based on an emotion! 
2. Back to an experience! 

 
     False assurance; always relies on an experience. 
 
Matthew 25:1-7 
 
1Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth 
to meet the bridegroom. 
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2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
 
3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 
 
4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
 
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 
 
6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 
 
7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 
 
     False Assurance: Always looks to the past to gain some satisfaction for what they done for God 
through an experience. It is always based on something that man has done. False assurance always 
looks to the work of man and not to the finished work of Christ Jesus. 
 
People think because of what they do, they must be in that group that: they shall never perish! 
 

- Their Prayers;   -    Their Baptism;  
- Their Tithes;   -    Their Attendance; 
- Their Service;   -    Their Works; 
- Their Righteousness; 

 
     If one is basing their assurance upon that, upon an experience then it’s a false assurance. 
Friends it’s not your Baptism, it’s not your dead works. And no it’s not your Righteousness! 
 
Can a person be saved and not have full assurance? 
 
     Of course they can, however they will not be happy. They will not have real peace and joy. They 
are still on the east bank, and God wants them the cross over to the west bank, into the Promised 
Land. Remember your emotions didn’t save you, and your experience didn’t save you, but it was the 
will and the work of God.  
 

1. Based on an emotion! 
2. Back to an experience! 
3. Bears not examination! 

 
Matthew 25:8-10 
 
8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 
 
9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to 
them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 
 
10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the 
marriage: and the door was shut. 
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     A false assurance will not bear examination! When the testimony is weighed in the balancing 
scales of the Scriptures, it will always come up short. People rely too much upon themselves and 
not Christ. Christ saved you, not the church, not the preacher, and not the denominational 
organization. Not your dead works, not your baptism, not your religion and not your righteousness. 
 
     When examined according to the word of God, it cannot bear the test. 
 
John 10:25-30 
 
25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. 
 
26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
 
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 
 
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. 
 
30 I and my Father are one. 
 
     God gave me, Jesus saved, and the Holy Spirit sealed me. God put the oil in my lamp, not because 
of what I done, but because of what I was; called and chosen in Him. 
 
     His spirit made me alive, quickened by the new birth. And His Spirit generated faith and 
repentance in my heart and life. His work and will by His spirit made me a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. He doesn’t just want me to feel it with emotions, or experience it with events, or even just to 
examine it; but God has foreordained that I live it. 
 
     God wants you to be assured so the Devil cannot rob you of your joy. If false assurance is weighed 
against the Scriptures, it will never be able to pass the examination. This is usually what happens in 
these cases: when one starts talking about assurance, security, selection, sealing. This is usually 
what happens. 
 
     Look at the text in John again: but this time we will also read verse 31. 
 
John 10:25-31 
 
25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. 
 
26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
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28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. 
 
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. 
 
30 I and my Father are one. 
 
31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 
 
     Assurance comes with the oil in the lamp. 
 
     It is hard to break the back of tradition, and many people get angry when one tells them that the 
Word of God does not back up what they believe. 
 
Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 
 
Assurance comes by the Spirit. 
Assurance comes by the Saviour. 
Assurance comes by the Sealing. 
Assurance comes by the Scriptures. 
 
     God wants His children to be assured and joy in their Salvation and know that they shall never 
perish. 
 
I John 5:13 
 
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.  
 
     Why does God want His children to be assured and to know that - They shall never perish? 
So that He receives all the Glory, we come to the place in our life where we understand that He has 
adopted us by Christ Jesus to himself, according to the good please of his own will. 
 
     So we do not live in fear, under the spirit of bondage but that we have received the Spirit of 
Adoption whereby we cry Abba, Father! So we know we are secure in the finished work of Christ, 
who before we were even born, blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross. 
 
     So we know that we have already obtained an inheritance by Him, according to the purpose of 
Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own Will. 
 

- If we have that kind of assurance then everything we do for Him gives Him glory, because 
we’re totally trusting in Him with all assurance. 

- And not doing these things because we are scared of Hell. 
- And not doing these things because we are trying to stay saved. 

 
     We love Him because He first loved us. 
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John 15:16 
 
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may 
give it you. 
 
     That’s the assurance He wants us to have in Him.  
 
     In closing; I want for show you four areas God wants us to have complete assurance: To know 
that They shall never perish and have full, total and complete assurance: 
 

1. Full Assurance of Understanding: 
 

Colossians 2:1-3 
 
1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as 
many as have not seen my face in the flesh; 
 
2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full 
assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and 
of Christ; 
 
3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
 

2. Full Assurance of Faith: 
 

Hebrews 10:22 
 
22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.  
 

3. Full Assurance of Hope: 
 

Hebrews 6:10 
 
11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto 
the end: 
 

4. Full Assurance of Salvation: 
 

I John 5:13 
 
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God;  that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.  
 
     If you have full assurance in these four areas, not only will you have life, but you have life and 
have it more abundantly. And They Shall Never perish! 


