
Philippians 1:1-2 
Dear Saints 

 
Saints in Philippi?! … 
 
I. An Unlikely Church Plant 
 A. The Trouble with Philippi 
 B. A Plea for Help  
 
II. The Power of the Gospel 
 A. Upheaval   
 B. Unshackling   
 
III. A Community of Saints 
 A. An Established Church 
 B. Encouraged 
 
…. grace and peace to you. 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. How did Paul end up going to Philippi? 
2. What was the message that he brought to the people? 
3. Who were the three main people Paul met in Philippi? 
4. These three people were very different – and they came to know Jesus. 
What does that tell you about the people who make up the church? 
5. One reason Paul writes his letter is to encourage the church. How can you 
encourage the people of your church? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

No Cookie Cutter Church 

A converted religious fanatic brings the good news of Jesus to a female 

entrepreneur, a possessed slave, and a civil servant and their lives are 

transformed. Thus began the first Christian church in Europe.  As we begin 

our expository series on Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi we are 

embarking on a study of a predominantly positive letter to a church made 

up of a variety of believers. Make no mistake, they face great challenges 

from inside and out, but God is doing a mighty work in this church 

comprised mostly of regenerate Gentiles. The disposition of the church at 

Philippi and Paul’s encouragement to them should be an inspiration to our 

church. We are not perfectly uniform Christian cookies (thank the Lord for 

that!) but we share the same grace found in the Lord Jesus Christ. Our 

common bond should be much stronger than the differences we may have 

among us – Paul will help to see how to maintain that kind of unity in this 

wonderful letter. May God richly bless this sermon series, and may it result 

in the blessing of the grace Paul begins and ends his short letter with, and 

the peace that only God can afford His church.   

 


