
Salvation in Christ Alone  
Various Scriptures 

BI: Believe on the Lord Jesus Chirst and you shall be saved. 
LTS: P 

Intro: 
      For those who missed last week, we are learning about the five doctrines of the Protestant 
Reformation. The Reformation began on October 31, 1517 when Martin Luther nailed his 95 
Theses to the Wittenberg Door. Next week will be the 500th anniversary of this history-altering 
movement.  

    Of course, Luther served as the spark and the initial flame of the Reformation, but he was not 
the only major Reformer worthy of note. John Calvin was another.  

      Calvin was born in Noyon, France on July 10, 1509. That same year, Martin Luther and 
Philip Melanchthon, tuned 25. The year Luther nailed the 95 These to the Castle Church door, 
Calvin was eight years old. But even then, he was something of a child prodigy. In college, 
Calvin was such a precocious student His school had to change the official rules to allow him to 
graduate at age 17. From there he moved on to Law School and graduated with a doctorate in 
law when he was in his early twenties. 

     It was in law school that his Greek professor loaned him a book by Martin Luther entitled, 
The Liberty of the Christian Man, wherein Luther carefully explains the doctrine of Justification 
of Faith Alone. The H.S. used this book to bring Calvin to faith alone in Christ alone by grace 
alone. He immediately renounced his Catholicism and became a reformer.  

     In Catholic France, it was illegal to be a Lutheran, so Calvin found himself on the run. He 
planned to make his home in Strasbourg where he could support the Reformation by writing 
books, but in an unexpected act of providence, when he stopped in Geneva to spend the night, he 
was suddenly (and at first unwillingly) made pastor of the main church of Geneva. From this 
small hamlet in Switzerland, Calvin wrote his Institutes of the Christian Religion, and became 
the second greatest influence for reviving the biblical gospel of salvation by Grace Alone, 
through Faith Alone, in Christ Alone.  (If you are interested in learning more about Jean Calvin, I 
preached a full length Biographical message on his life and ministry with is available on out 
church App and website for free).  

      Having already immersed ourselves in the doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone, this 
morning I want to consider the doctrines of Salvation in Christ alone and by Grace alone. To the 
21st Century believer this may seem like a no-brainer. I mean, what professing Christian would 
claim to believe that salvation is available by any other means than in Christ alone by Grace 



alone. Answer? Roman Catholics. To some that may sound shocking and offensive, but it’s true. 
The very doctrines that led the Reformers to challenge the Catholic church, seek to reform the 
Catholic church, and ultimately to break away from the Catholic church are still in place today. 
Oh, they may tell you that they believe in salvation by grace, through faith, because of Christ. 
But the Reformers demonstrated from Scripture that salvation is rather by Faith Alone, through 
Grace Alone in Christ Alone.  That word “alone” (Sola), is the line of demarcation between the 
Roman Catholic and Protestant faiths. 

     The Roman Catholic system was precisely the kind of complicated religious scheme Paul 
stood against. In fact, it was the very kind of system that Jesus freed him from (Acts 9) when on 
the Damascus road He blinded him and threw him to the ground. 

     If you were to ask Saul of Tarsus, the devout 1st Century Pharisee, “What must I do to be 
saved?” he would respond, “Well, that’s complicated. First, you have to be born Jewish. Then 
you have to be circumcised, after that, when you are of age, you need to keep the whole law of 
God. And when you break the law there are sacrifices that need to be made. You must give a 
tenth of your crops to the temple, keep the Sabbath and do everything the law requires. Then, 
beyond the explicit commands of the O.T. there are all kinds of traditions that you must observe. 
Then in the end? Maybe, just maybe, God will let you into heaven.  

     Now consider the profound change that took place in Saul of tarsus when he became Paul the 
apostle. If you were able to approach Paul the apostle and ask, “What must I do to be saved?” He 
will say, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.”  

     What happened? What happened? Answer: He saw the resurrected Christ! He actually spoke 
with the Resurrected Christ! He had more than one personal audience with the Resurrected 
Christ!  

      I want to suggest to you that through his encounters with Christ on the Damascus road and 
afterward, and by his Spirit-empowered study of the O.T. Scriptures, he learned that justification 
had always been by faith alone. And now his Spirit-wrought faith would find its object in the 
promised Messiah, God’s only begotten Son, who fulfilled all righteousness by His life, paid the 
full penalty for our sin by His death, and proved that God accepted it by His resurrection.  

I. Salvation in Christ Alone: 

1. The Reformation doctrine of Solus Christus begins where we left off last week in Paul’s letter 
to the Romans. So, let’s turn back to Romans 3 and listen to Paul explain it. 

Read 3:21-26 



2. The question is, how does one get the righteousness he needs to fellowship with an infinitely 
righteous and holy God? Paul is arguing that it can only be obtained by Faith Alone. But it’s not 
the faith that actually does the saving. Faith, per se cannot save anyone. It is the object of our 
faith that saves.  

A. Two men jump out of an airplane, one has a parachute the other doesn’t.  The one man 
calls out to the other: How do you hope to survive this fall? To which the man w/o  a 
parachute calls back, I’m a man of faith! I believe with all my heart that I will survive! 
Will that faith save him? 

B. You see, it’s not your faith that saves you. Faith in your own faith leads to death.  
C. On the other hand, if we call out to the other man, “How do you hope to survive this 

fall?” He will call back: “I am a man of faith. I believe this parachute is sufficient to 
save!” 

3. You see the object of the second man’s faith is something that has proven power to save. And 
so it is with salvation. The Reformers taught that Faith Alone is the instrumental cause of 
justification. That is, it is the instrument (or means) by which we lay hold of our salvation. But, 
as B.B. Warfield says, “The saving power of faith thus resides not in itself, but in the Almighty 
Savior on whom it rests.” In other words, faith is not the material cause of our salvation. Faith 
itself does not have the power, the substance, the necessary material to save. But Jesus Christ 
alone has the power, the authority, and the sufficiency in Himself to save to the uttermost those 
who believe.   

4. Here in Romans 3 the answer to the question: Where does righteousness come from? Paul says 
(22) it’s Christ for righteousness! Again, he says (24) redemption is found in Christ Jesus. And 
by His death (25) God satisfied the demands of His own holy wrath by putting forward Jesus as a 
propitiation by His blood. 

5. Again in chapter 5 (1) “we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” For (6) “at 
the right time Christ died for the ungodly”. Moreover, (11) through our Lord Jesus Christ we 
have now received reconciliation with God. 

6. Behold the gravity and simplicity of the gospel! It’s truths are deeper than the unassisted mind 
of man can fathom, yet its invitation is simple enough for a child to comprehend; namely, believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved. Jesus Himself is the all sufficient Savior. He is 
(as Paul says in 1 Cor. 1) the wisdom of God, our “righteousness, sanctification, and redemption 
so that, just as it is written, let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

7. No wonder the Jesus repeatedly presents Him as the exclusive Savior. He is Lord and there is 
no other. Listen to what He says:  

John 14:6   “I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father but by me.” 



John 3:36  “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” 

8. Unlike most Christians today, Paul was not ashamed to present Jesus as the exclusive Savior, 
because the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ ALONE is the power of God unto salvation to all 
who believe. 

9. I think the clearest and most immediate evidence that Paul had had a supernatural, life-
transforming, heart-transplanting, soul-redeeming encounter with the risen Christ on the 
Damascus road that day, is the fact that he immediately turned his back on that complicated, 
man-made, works-righteousness religious system that had no power to save anyone. 

Read Phil. 3:2-10 

10. From the moment he met the resurrected Christ the only thing that mattered was knowing 
Jesus. The only thing needed was knowing Jesus. The only thing profitable was knowing Jesus. 
It’s not merely that he no longer enjoyed that old form of religion any more, He hated it! In 
Galatians 2 He publically rebukes Peter for turning back to it. Why? 

11. And when writing to the Colossians he warned them about man-made religion and reminded 
them of the most wonderful mystery in the cosmos, namely “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
And then he says, “We proclaim him, warning every man and teaching every man with all 
wisdom so that we may present every man complete in Christ (Col. 2:27-29). 

12. From the moment Paul met Jesus Christ he was committed to preaching one simple and 
singular message expressed in his first letter to Corinth, “I resolved to know nothing among you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). Why? Because as Peter announced to the 
Sanhedrin, “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.”  “For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all...  

13. Today, if you were to ask an educated priest of the Roman Catholic Church, “What must I do 
to be saved?” he would say, “Well, it’s complicated.” It helps if you are born Catholic because 
then you can experience baptismal regeneration. Beyond that you must believe in Jesus Christ, 
go through confirmation (where you will learn the traditions of the magisterium) and regularly 
attend the Mass. Then, if you obey the bible and the traditions, you will earn merit with God. If 
you pray to the saints, give to the church and the needy you will earn more merit with God. If 
you pay for a Mass or give a sum of money to the church, you will earn merit with God.  

14. However, if you sin you must confess to the priest who will decide whether your offense is 
venial or mortal. Smaller sins are venial and can be made up for by prescribed acts of penance 



and charity. If, however, you have committed mortal sin, whatever grace infused into you to that 
point is now dead (hence “mortal”) and you will need to start all over again, only this time it will 
be harder because you start from a position of demerit. Then, when this life is over and it’s time 
for you to die, the hope of salvation remains out of reach. That’s because, since you will still lack 
the perfect righteousness God requires, you will be sent to purgatory for an undetermined period 
of time (probably hundreds or thousands of years) where you will suffer until all your sin is 
adequately expiated by fire. Then, and only then you will be welcomed into heaven. 

15. The best terms I can think of to describe this man-made, works-righteousness religious 
system are unbiblical, and hopeless, just like the legalistic system of justification by works taught 
by the scribes and Pharisees in Jesus’ day. And that’s why Jesus’s invitation is just as relevant 
and powerful today as it was back then.  

Matt. 11:28 “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and lowly and you shall find 
rest for your soul.”  

16. If you have yet to find the salvation your soul so desperately longs for and needs I am here to 
tell you that God still offers it freely. Its substance is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ 
ALONE, and it can be received by Faith Alone. So, I encourage you this morning, don’t wait 
another minuet.  

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.  


