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Introduction 

1. The purpose of the exhortation of 12:1, 2 

a. To demonstrate the inward working of grace and faith in those running the race set before 

them (10:39, 11:1) 

b. To encourage the driving force of faith in those who are drawing near to God by diligently 

seeking Him (11:6) 

c. To exhort the reader to share in the glorious company of those who by faith persevered 

against all obstacles to receive their reward of faith (11:39, 40) 

2. The necessity of endurance (12:4, 5) 

a. The purpose of endurance is discipline (v. 7). 

b. The goal of endurance is receiving “a kingdom that cannot be shaken” (12:28). 

I. The Difficult Path of Faith and Obedience  

1. The teaching of Jesus supports the truth that the Christian life is a difficult path of faith and 

obedience. 

a. Jesus’ teaching on the narrow gate and the hard way (Matt. 7:13–23) 

1) This way is the only path to life. 

2) This way will be denied by false prophets who would divert to the easy way.  

3) This way is the will of God, and only those who do the will of God enter the kingdom. 

b. The reason for our place in the world is to represent the kingdom of God (Matt. 10). After 

instructing the disciples in sending them out, Jesus explained three realities to them: 

1) Kingdom advance brings persecution to Christ’s servant-soldiers (vv. 16–24). 

2) Christ’s servant-soldiers must not fear the enemy, for fear leads to denial (vv. 26–33).  

3) The reason for persecution is that the King has not come to bring peace to the world but 

war (vv. 34–42). 

a) Christ’s servant-soldiers are the enemies of those who oppose the King (vv. 34–36). 

b) Christ’s servant-soldiers will have to make great sacrifices but will also receive great 

reward (vv. 37–42). 

2. The example of Jesus as held up by the apostle encourages the Christian in the difficult path 

of faith and obedience (Heb. 12:2, 3). 

a. The apostle charges the reader to consider Jesus (analogizomai, in the middle voice—a 

mathematical term meaning to examine something by comparing things in their due 

proportion). It is used only here in the NT, but the noun form appears in Romans 12:6, 

also exclusively. 



b. Due to the depth of hatred leveled against Jesus, we cannot begin to fully understand the 

hostility that He endured (Isa. 53:3; 50:7; Luke 9:51). 

II. The Discipline Necessary for the Difficult Path of Faith and Obedience 

1. Only as we understand through considering Him and what He endured in His perseverance, 

will we submit to the discipline necessary to follow Him. 

a. Remember, Jesus is the archegos (pioneer founder and chief of God’s mighty men), and 

we have yet to resist to the point of shedding blood in our struggle. 

b. By sin (v. 4) the apostle points to the heart of the issue—God’s war against the rebellion 

(both in heaven and on earth) that has so corrupted and ruined His original purpose and 

kingdom. 

2. The danger of the persistent and consistent hostility we face (for which discipline is 

necessary) is that we can easily lose heart (a negative purpose clause that literally reads, “in 

order that you not grow weary in your souls’ fainting”; see John 16:33). 

a. Peter issued a similar warning against this spiritual and mental exhaustion (1 Pet. 4:1; see 

also Luke 18:1; Gal. 6:9). 

b. The only remedy against this malady is to “consider Him”; that is, arm yourselves with 

the same mind (mental conditioning) that Jesus had (Phil. 2:5). 

Application  

1. In our easy and comfortable Christianity, this exhortation to endurance may seem very 

strange. Why? 

a. We are disobedient, not rightly running the race. 

b. We are compromising, listening to false assurances, indulging self, and not really “looking 

to Jesus.” 

c. We are complacent, the full fury of the battle having not yet begun for us. We can be sure 

that it will and soon. 

2. We are in a war against sin. How can anyone who claims to be a child of God continue in sin 

or compromise with sinners? 


