
1 

 

 

JEREMIAH’S LETTER TO THE EXILES - 2 

 (Jer 29:20-32) 10/24/18 

Pastor Daryl Hilbert 

Grace Bible Church, Gillette, Wyoming  

 

I. THE LETTERS 

A. First Letter from Jeremiah (Jer 29:1-14) 

1. A letter was sent from Jeremiah to the exiles in Babylon (Jer 29:1-4). 

2. The message was four-fold: 

a. The exiles were told to flourish in Babylon (Jer 29:5-7). 

b. The exiles were warned against listening to false prophets (Jer 29:8-9). 

c. The exiles were promised to be released in seventy years (Jer 29:10). 

d. The exiles were given a future hope from the Lord (Jer 29:11-14). 

B. Second (possible) Letter from Jeremiah (Jer 20:15-28) 

1. There is some debate about this next section (Jer 29:15-28) as to whether it is included in the 

same letter or is possibly an additional letter. 

2. Favoring an additional second letter, there are differences between vv. 4-14 and vv. 15-19 

that appear too strong to be the same letter.  

a. The first set of verses (4-14) appear to be sympathetic to the exiles. They also have 

nothing to say about the king Zedekiah.  

b. The second set of verses (15-) include a rebuke to the exiles for apparently 

dismissing the first letter and claiming they have prophets in Babylon (Jer 29:15).  

c. Furthermore, there was a pronouncement of judgement against king Zedekiah for 

listening to the false prophets (Jer 29:16-19). 

d. Another major difference between the two apparent letters was the detail 

concerning three of the false prophets. In fact, all three false prophets were named: 

Ahab, Zedekiah, and Shemaiah (Jer 29:20-28). 

C. Letter Sent by Shemaiah (Jer 2:25) 

1. The Scriptures state that Shemaiah sent “letters” to the people posing as a prophet.  

2. Sometimes “letters” (sêpherim, plural) in the plural form can refer to a single 

communication [cf. 2Ki 19:14] (Harrison). It apparently refers to only one letter (cf. Jer 

29:29). 

3. Nevertheless, Shemaiah’s letter was in response to Jeremiah’s first letter who had written, 

“The exile will be long; build houses and live in them and plant gardens and eat their 

produce” (Jer 29:28 cf. Jer 29:5). 

D. Third (possible) Letter from Jeremiah (Jer 29:31-32) 

1. After Jeremiah’s first letter, Shemaiah responded with his own letter. Apparently, he 

attempted to get Zephaniah the priest and the people to rebuke Jeremiah for being a madman 

and a false prophet. 

2. Jeremiah, under the Lord’s direction, wrote another letter to the exiles specifically 

concerning Shemaiah and his lies (Jer 29:31). 

3. Zephaniah the priest read Shemaiah’s letter to Jeremiah.  

E. Conclusion 

1. It is clear that Jeremiah wrote more than one letter. It is possible that he wrote three. 

2. If we include Shemaiah’s letter, it is possible that there was a total of four letters in this 

chapter. 

II. THE FALSE PROPHETS AHAB AND ZEDEKIAH (Jer 29:20-23) 

A. Address to Exiles (20) 

1. The phrase “you, therefore” suggests that v. 20 is a continuation of vv. 15-19 (Jeremiah’s 

second letter). 

2. The Lord admonishes the exiles to hear the word of the Lord and to listen to Him. 

3. The Lord declares that He was the one who sent Judah into exile. The irony was that Judah 

was sent into exile because they did not listen to the Lord in the first place. 

B. Two False Prophets (21) 

1. The Lord names two of the false prophets. They were Ahab the son of Kolaiah and 

Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah. 

2. Little is known about these prophets. However, the Lord would use them as object lessons to 

warn all other false prophets. 
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3. They were prophesying falsely in His name, which means they were not receiving 

revelation from the Lord. Instead, they were lying and fabricating prophesies that would be 

acceptable to the people. 

4. These two false prophets would die in accordance with the Law in Deu 13:5 and Deu 18:20. 

However, it would be through the hand of Nebuchadnezzar and probably for treason 

(Feinberg).  

5. All the exiles would see these false prophets slain before their eyes. The Lord was weeding 

out the false prophets and authenticating Jeremiah, His true prophet.  

C. They Would Become a Curse (22) 

1. The death penalty for these men would be death by fire. This was a common method of 

capital punishment among the Babylonians (cf. Dan 3:6, 20, 23). The Persians preferred 

punishment by death in the lion’s den (cf. Dan 6:7, 12, 16, 19, 20, 24, 27). 

2. The death of these two prophets would become a curse. The curse was, “May the LORD 

make you like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire.” 

3. Feinberg suggests a play on words with “Kolaiah” (Qōlayah), “curse” (qelalah), and 

“roasted” (qalah). It might be something akin to, “May you get ‘burned’ like ‘Bernie!’” 

D. They Were Immoral (23) 

1. In addition to prophesying falsely in the Lord’s name, these men acted “foolishly” (nebalah 

- senseless and disgraceful). They were immoral, and they habitually committed adultery 

with their neighbors’ wives (Exo 20:14; Lev 20:10; Pro 6:32; Mat 5:27-28). 

2. Though these sins may have been done in secret, the Lord knew about their sin and was the 

witness against them. 

III. THE FALSE PROPHET SHEMAIAH (Jer 29:24-28) 

A. Shemaiah’s Letter (24-25) 

1. Shemaiah the Nehelamite, of whom nothing is known outside of Jeremiah, was rebuked by 

the Lord for writing a letter against Jeremiah and his prophecies. 

2. The letter was written to Zephaniah, the son of Maaseiah, who was a priest (Jer 21:1), and 

to all the priests. It was also addressed to the people in Jerusalem. 

B. Zephaniah Should Punish Madmen (26) 

1. Though commentaries vary in their assessment of this verse, most likely, Shemaiah was 

challenging Zephaniah by reminding him that he had been made a priest by the Lord. 

Zephaniah was to imitate his illustrious past predecessor, Jehoiada the priest, who had 

taken bold actions against those who threatened the royal line [2Ki 11:1-20 cf. 2Ki 12:2] 

(Longman). 

2. Zephaniah was to clear the Lord’s house of prophets, who were actually madmen. They 

were to be put in stocks and in iron collars. 

C. Zephaniah Should Rebuke Jeremiah (27) 

1. Shemaiah was claiming that Jeremiah was a madman. According to Shemaiah, Jeremiah’s 

prophecies were lunacy. 

2. If Zephaniah would have been doing his duties properly before the Lord, he would have 

rebuked Jeremiah. 

D. Zephaniah Should Refute Jeremiah’s Prophecy (28) 

1. Jeremiah’s insane prophecies were the prophecies that the Lord had given him. In essence, 

Shemaiah was claiming that the Lord was insane. 

2. They were the prophecies Jeremiah mentioned in his first letter concerning building houses 

and planting gardens during the seventy years of exile (Jer 29:5, 10). 

IV. JEREMIAH’S PROPHECY AGAINST SHEMAIAH (Jer 29:29-32) 

A. Zephaniah Read the Letter to Jeremiah (29-31) 

1. Zephaniah, the son of Maaseiah, who was with the priest Pashhur (Jer 21:1), apparently 

accepted Jeremiah’s prophetic authority and read Shemaiah’s letter to Jeremiah. 

2. It appears that Jeremiah was instructed to write another letter to the exiles. The Lord had 

denounced Shemaiah as a lying prophet whom the Lord did not send. 

B. Shemaiah would Perish in Exile (32) 

1. The Lord’s judgment upon Shemaiah was that neither he nor his family members would be 

among those who would be delivered from exile.  

2. Shemaiah, who prophesied that the exiles would soon be released, would die in exile. The 

final judgment against Shemaiah was that he preached rebellion against the LORD. 

V. OBSERVATIONS AND APPLICATIONS 

A. False Prophets Cater to People but not the Lord 
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1. The false prophets mentioned in Jeremiah 28 and 29 (Hananiah, Ahab, Zedekiah, and 

Shemaiah) did not seek or care about the Lord’s will. Instead, they only told the people what 

they wanted to hear. 

2. Certainly, Christians are to care about people, but they must preach the truth of God’s word 

whether it is popular or not. 

3. Paul warned about a time when some would tickle the ears of people instead of preaching the 

Word (2Ti 4:2-4). 

4. Paul himself was not a people-pleaser in the sense of giving them only what they wanted to 

hear, especially when it came to the gospel (Gal 1:8-10). 

B. Loose Theology Accompanies Loose Morality 

1. Since the false prophets in Jeremiah’s day were serving themselves and not the Lord, they 

were only one step away from serving their fleshly appetites. 

2. No one is free from the temptation to sin. Unfortunately, sin finds its way into all ranks of all 

religions. 

3. However, there is a common connection with bad theology and bad morality. Often times, 

when theology is tailored to suit the individual, morality is also tailored to suit their 

appetites. 

4. Peter wrote about the immorality of false teachers (2Pe 2:13-15 cf. Rev 2:14). 

5. We often hear about would-be false teachers and false prophets who end up in immorality. 

When they compromise biblical theology, they often compromise themselves in biblical 

morality. 

 

 

 

 


