
The Providential Storm – Part 1 
(Series - Jonah: A Life on the Run) 

Jonah 1:4-17 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Please turn in your Bibles to Jonah 1:4-17. 

verses…then… Last time, we took a look at Jonah’s calling 
from God. We noted that Jonah was a man set apart from God; 

sent forth by God & a man rebellious to God. The opening 
verses present God’s call upon Jonah and the simplicity of 
ministry: arise, go and proclaim! We are called to do the 
same…arise, go and proclaim.  

As we come to our text this morning, we not only see 
Jonah running, but we see Jonah hiding as well. He boards 
the ship headed for Tarshish in an attempt to play "hide-and-

seek" with the God who had called him. The great preacher, 
Jonathan Edwards, once made a powerful observation, when 
he said: "The task of every believer is to discover in which 

direction the Sovereign Redeemer is moving, and then move in that 

direction!" (Jonah: An Exposition, R. T. Kendall, pg. 43.) Jonah 
would have done well to hear and heed that advice. However, 
we find him not moving with God, but moving from God, and is 
a man who is soon to find out that not only can you not hide 
from God, but you can’t even run from Him. There’s a storm on 
the horizon as Jonah boards the ship.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For this morning, the text before us contains 3 
interesting scenes (2 this week; 1 next time).  

Let's consider our text, and observe the first scene: 

I. SCENE 1: The _______________ above the sea (1:4) 

In verse 3, we find that Jonah has completely 
disobeyed God's call to go to Nineveh. He has approached the 
travel agent in Joppa, and finds a ship being boarded heading 
for Tarshish. He buys a ticket and steps on board. In verse 4, 
the scene changes as a tremendous and tumultuous storm 

begins to surface on the horizon. There are two remarkably 

interesting things about the commotion of this storm.  
      

     For example, we see: 
       A. The storm is ________________________ and 

displays God’s _____________________ (1:4) 

 God did not take Jonah's disobedience and rebellion 
lightly. God had called Jonah as a particular person to a 
particular place for a particular purpose. However, Jonah 
refused to obey God's call and boards a ship headed to the 
westernmost point of the then known world: Tarshish. Jonah 
thought he could just walk away from a divine assignment. But 
the Lord was to make Jonah’s voyage into a “teachable 
moment.” The plans of a sovereign God are not so easily 
thwarted by the stubborn will of a puny prophet. Jonah was to 
learn that it was not so easy to resign the Lord’s commission. 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Secondly, I call your attention to, not only the providence of 

a God-Ordained storm; but: 

B. The _____________ power displays the 

power of the ___________ who ordains it (1:4) 

 The text is careful to point out that this was not an 
ordinary storm, but an extraordinary storm. This was more 
than just a natural storm; it was a supernatural storm. This 
was not a passive storm; it was a powerful storm. Notice how it 
is described in verse 4. The phrase ‘break up’ in verse 4 is 
better rendered "to shatter." It literally means, "to be cut into 

pieces." That is, the force of this storm was so powerful that it 
tossed the ship around like it was made of paper.  

Go ahead and jump down to verse 13 (read v. 
13…then…). Furthermore, when the men tried to gain control 
of the ship, to bring it to land, they were unable to navigate it, 
because the storm was so destructive. God's providence was 
not only seen in a storm that He ordained, but His power 
was seen in a storm that He sustained. Rest assured...this 
was much more than an afternoon thunderstorm in the middle 
of July or much more than what we experienced during this 
past week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue in the story, we come to the second scene, 

which depicts not only the commotion above the sea, but…  

II. SCENE 2: The ____________ aboard the ship (1:5-16) 

As you can imagine, when this awful storm begins to 
surface, there is a surge of panic and fear aboard the S. S. 
Tarshish. As a result, there is much confusion as to what has 
taken place.  
     Please note… 

A. The ___________ of a fearful crew (1:5-6) 

The other passengers aboard the ship became very fearful 
when they realized the type of storm they were up against.        
I believe you would agree that it would take quite a storm 
to alarm these sailors. These were men who had traveled the 
open seas for years as their profession. No doubt, they had 
encountered many, many storms. But they have come face to 
face with a storm unlike any they had ever faced before, and 
they are frantic.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I want you to notice not only the reaction of a fearful crew, 

but also… 

    B.  The __________ made by the fearful crew (1:7-10) 

Again, something that appeared to be a coincidence was a 
matter of divine providence. God directed those lots so that 
they pointed to the culprit named Jonah.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        C. The ____________ of the prodigal prophet (1:11-16) 
              

One of the most interesting aspects from the story of Jonah is 
the fact that everything else obeyed the will of God except His 
own man. The waves obeyed. The lots obeyed. The storm obeyed. 

The fish obeyed. The people of Nineveh obeyed. The worm and the 

gourd obeyed. Everything obeyed God except the man of God: 
Jonah.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
     What can we take with us this morning? Isn’t it easy to point 
the finger and shake our heads at Jonah? Do you see Jonah's 
determination?  Do you see his deliberate rebellion?  His 
answer revealed that he would rather die than obey the Word of 
God, follow the will of God and do the work of God. He would 
rather be thrown over than to look up and call upon God for 
forgiveness. Yet, Sunday after Sunday, service after service, 
week after week the same can happen here. You and I can 
exhibit the same type of deliberate rebellion. We know that 
God has spoken to our heart, but we walk out of those doors 
totally determined to do what we want to do and go where we 
want to go. In essence, we are saying that they would rather 
die out of the will of God, than live in the will of God. We are 
saying that we would rather travel to Tarshish and 
experience the judgment of God than go to Nineveh and 
experience the blessing of God.  
 

1. God is not reluctant to send ________________ to 

get our attention. 

 
2. God often allows others to ____________________ 

because of our sin. 

              

. Every step we take out of the will of God hurts those around us. 

 
3. God may choose to send ___________________ to 

challenge us and _____________ our disobedience. 

 
4. God, in His love for His own, makes us face the 

___________________ of our own foolish decisions. 

 
5. God reveals His _______________ in the midst of His 

___________________. 

 


