
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 10-23-11 PM NOTES 
“LEVITICUS” 

#5 in Series, “The Glory of God in the New Testament” 
 
“The book of Leviticus was an operating manual for the priestly family of Levi. Israel had an elaborate set of rituals, each pointing to a proper 
understanding of God’s holiness. These reminded the Hebrews, as they remind us, that approaching Him without adequate preparation is 
not only a waste of time, it can be hazardous to one’s well-being. It’s important to understand that the rites did not, in and of themselves, 
atone for anything. Instead they pointed the Israelites to faith in God’s future grace of sending the great sacrificial Lamb, Jesus Christ, Who 
would be the final atonement for God’s people.”                                               —R. C. Sproul 
                                                                                                                                                                                                         
1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 
 
Revelation 1:6 (ESV) “and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
Hebrews 8:1b-6 (NKJV) “1 We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a 
Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both 
gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, 
since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was 
divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, ‘See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you 
on the mountain.’ 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was 
established on better promises.” 
 
 
I.       God’s Provision for Sin (Chapter 1-10) 
 

A. The Sacrifices (Chapter 1-7) 
 

Leviticus 17:11 (NKJV) “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for 
your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.” 
 
Hebrews 9:22 (HCSB) “According to the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is 
no forgiveness.” 
 
Hebrews 9:11-12 (NKJV) “11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He 
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.” 
 
1. The Burnt Offering (Chapter 1) 
 

Hebrews 10:9a (NKJV) “then He said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.’” 
 
John 8:29b (NKJV) “The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.” 

 
2. The Grain Offering (Chapter 2) 
 

Hebrews 7:26b (NKJV) “…who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the 
heavens.” 
  

3. The Peace Offering (Chapter 3) 
 

Colossians 1:20b (NKJV) “…having made peace through the blood of His cross.” 
 

4. The Sin Offering (Chapter 4) 
 

 
Romans 3:26b (NKJV) “…be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 

 
 
 



5. The Trespass Offering (Chapter 5-6) 

“God begins with the burnt offering, the complete consecration of His Son to the work of redemption, for this is where the 
plan of salvation begins in eternity past. But from man’s point of view, the order is reversed. First, we see ourselves as 
having committed sins of various kinds, and we realize that we are in debt to God and man. This is the trespass offering. But 
as the work of conviction continues, we realize that we are sinners–our very nature is sinful! This is the sin offering. Then the 
Spirit reveals Christ to us, the One who made peace by the blood of His cross, and we discover the peace offering. As we 
grow in grace, we come to understand the perfections of our Lord, and that we are ‘accepted in the Beloved’; this is the meal 
offering. The result of all of this must be our complete consecration to the Lord–the burnt offering.”      —Warren Weirsbe 
                                                                                                                                                                          
Hebrews 10:14 (NKJV) “For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.” 

 
B. The Priesthood (Chapter 8-10) 
 

Hebrews 2:17 (NKJV) “Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High 
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.” 
 

 
II.      God’s Precepts for Separation (Chapter 11-24) 
 

Romans 12:2a (NKJV) “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind...” 
 
A. A Holy Nation (Chapter 11-20) 
 

1. The Clean and the Unclean (Chapter 11-15) 
 
 
2. The Day of Atonement (Chapter 16-17) 

 
Hebrews 9:25-26 (NASB) “25 nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place year 
by year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the 
world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself.” 

 
3. The Laws of Separation (Chapter 18-20) 

 
 

B. A Holy Priesthood (Chapter 21-22) 
 
C. Holy Days–The Feasts of the Lord (Chapter 23-24) 

 
1.  Passover (23:4-5)–The celebration of God’s deliverance of the people from the death of their firstborn.  
2.   Unleavened Bread (23:6-8)–The putting away of sin from the lives of the people.  
3.   Firstfruits (23:9-14)–A feast reserved for when they got into the Promised Land and gave the first of their harvest  
      unto the Lord.  
4.   Pentecost (23:15-22)–A celebration of the harvest God had given. 
5.   Trumpets (23:23-25)–This was New Year’s Day for the Israelites. 
6.   The Day of Atonement (23:26-32) 
7.   Tabernacles (23:33-44)–Remembering how God provided while Israel was in the wilderness. 

 
III.     God’s Promise for Success (Chapter 25-27) 
 

A. The Sabbath of the Land (Chapter 25) 
 
B.    The Importance of Obedience (Chapter 26-27) 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 10-23-11 PM 

“LEVITICUS” 

#4 in Series, “The Glory of God in the New Testament” 

 

   Before we get into the overview of the book of Leviticus, let me share why we are doing this survey of 

the whole Old Testament. Our norm is to go through a book of the Bible verse by verse. There are some 

benefits, however, of looking at a whole book in one sermon. Sometimes we can see things from a great 

height that we can’t see close up. When you fly in an airplane you see the layout of a whole city that you 

can’t see as you drive down on of the streets of that city. You can see the layout of the farmer’s fields that 

you can’t see when on a tractor plowing a field. When we look at a whole book of the Old Testament, we 

see patterns and themes that we may miss by looking at short passages in the book over a long period of 

time. Our norm will continue to be a detailed verse by verse study of Bible books, but we are taking a 

year to look at each of the books of the Old Testament, one whole book a week.  

   Many people have made a new years resolution to read through the whole Bible. They started well with 

Genesis. The book of Exodus went well though the end gets a little tedious. But when they came to 

Leviticus, things ground to a halt! There are so many details about how the sacrifices are to be prepared, 

how the washings and preparations must take place, how the priests are to be set aside and so many more 

seemingly irrelevant details. Adding to the difficulty of this book is the fact that there is no geographical 

movement or story in the book of Leviticus. It is a book of instructions that God gave to Moses relating to 

worship and sacrifice that is acceptable to God.  

   The title of the book comes from a Latin word and it means “matters of the Levites”. The book 

primarily addresses the responsibilities of the priestly tribe of Israel – the Levites. R. C. Sproul gives a 

great summary of Leviticus: “The book of Leviticus was an operating manual for the priestly family of 

Levi. Israel had an elaborate set of rituals, each pointing to a proper understanding of God’s holiness. 

These reminded the Hebrews, as they remind us, that approaching Him without adequate preparation is 

not only a waste of time, it can be hazardous to one’s well-being. It’s important to understand that the 

rites did not, in and of themselves, atone for anything. Instead they pointed the Israelites to faith in God’s 

future grace of sending the great sacrificial Lamb, Jesus Christ, Who would be the final atonement for 

God’s people” [R. C. Sproul, “What’s in the Bible”, page 51]. 

   Who are these Levites referred to in the title of the book and why are they relevant to us today? In one 

way, they are like Pastors and teachers in the church today. They were the priestly tribe who led in 

worship and taught the people. In another way, they illustrate every true Christian. The Bible is clear that 

every Christian is a priest. 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light”. Revelation 1:6 (ESV) “and made us a kingdom, priests to his God 

and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” A priest goes before men on behalf of 

God and before God on behalf of men. When we proclaim God’s Word and make disciples we are 

performing the work of the priest. When we go before the Lord interceding on behalf of others, we are 

doing the work of a priest. Primarily the Old Testament priests point us to Jesus Christ who is our great 

High Priest. Hebrews 8:1b-2 (NKJV) “
1 

We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of 

the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 
2 

a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the 

Lord erected, and not man.” We have stated multiple times in this series that the Old Testament is about 

Jesus and as we look at the priests as well as the sacrifices and the feasts, we see truths about the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

   The book of Leviticus gives us two primary truths about God and two primary truths about mankind. 

About mankind, this book tells us first that we are sinful and our sin must be paid for. That is why so 

much of the book is about sacrifice. Second, we who are God’s people are distinct and because of that, 

our lives should be holy and different from those who do not know our God. Leviticus tells us two main 



things about God. First, God is holy. He cares deeply how He should be worshipped. He refused to let His 

people worship Him the way that the people around them worshipped false gods. The religions of the 

ancient near east were characterized by fertility rites that were sexual in nature, cult prostitution, and even 

child sacrifice. That explains why anything having to do with sexuality, birth, or human death makes a 

person unclean. The unclean person had to remain separate for a time. That doesn’t mean these things 

were wrong; it means that they caused a person to be set aside from formal worship for a time because 

God would not tolerate abominations such as child sacrifice, cult prostitution or sexual activity to be a 

part of worship as they were with the nations around them. Second, Leviticus tells us that God cares about 

all of life. God is indifferent about nothing! The laws of God covered every aspect of life. Even so under 

the new covenant; Jesus is Lord of all – not just the religious life.  

   With that introduction, let’s survey the book of Leviticus. 

 

I.       God’s Provision for Sin (Chapter 1-10) 

   The provision for sin includes the sacrifices and the priesthood. 

A.   The Sacrifices (Chapter 1-7) 

   We see the importance of sacrifice in Leviticus by this statistic: the word “blood” is found 88 times in 

the book of Leviticus! We will see that we cannot approach God apart from shed blood. This book is a 

book of sacrifice and blood. Those themes are somewhat repulsive to modern man, but they cannot be 

rejected if one desires to be made right with God. Perhaps the key verse in Leviticus is Leviticus 17:11 

(NKJV) “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 

atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.” The New Testament book 

that leans most heavily on Leviticus is Hebrews and we are told in Hebrews 9:22 (HCSB) “According to 

the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no 

forgiveness.” The sacrifices and the shed blood in Leviticus had to be accompanied by faith to be 

effectual. Each looked forward to the substance of which they were the shadow and that substance is 

Christ and His final and effectual sacrifice of His blood on the cross. Hebrews 9:11-12 (NKJV) “
11 

But 

Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not 

made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 
12 

Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own 

blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”  

   In chapters 1-7 God instructs about 5 sacrifices called offerings. 

1.   The Burnt Offering (Chapter 1) 

   Leviticus 1:1-3 (NKJV) “
1 

Now the Lord called to Moses, and spoke to him from the tabernacle of 

meeting, saying, 
2 

"Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'When any one of you brings an 

offering to the Lord, you shall bring your offering of the livestock--of the herd and of the flock. 
3 

'If his 

offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish; he shall offer it of his own 

free will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the Lord.” The word “burnt” means totally 

consumed. The burnt offering pictures Christ’s complete dedication to the Father and His will. He was 

totally given to the Father’s will. Hebrews 10:9a (NKJV) “then He said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your 

will, O God.’" Jesus said in John 8:29b (NKJV) “The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those 

things that please Him."  

2.   The Grain Offering (Chapter 2) 

   Leviticus 2:1-2 (NKJV) “
1 

When anyone offers a grain offering to the Lord, his offering shall be of fine 

flour. And he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense on it. 
2 

He shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests, 

one of whom shall take from it his handful of fine flour and oil with all the frankincense. And the priest 

shall burn it as a memorial on the altar, an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the Lord.” The 

frankincense added a wonderful fragrance to the offering. It pictures the beauty and fragrance of Christ’s 

perfect life here on earth. There are specific instructions that there was to be no leaven in the offering 

because leaven is commonly used as a symbol of sin and Christ’s life was without sin. Hebrews 7:26b 

(NKJV) “…who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners…”  

3.   The Peace Offering (Chapter 3) 



   Leviticus 3:1-3a (NKJV) “
1 

When his offering is a sacrifice of a peace offering, if he offers it of the 

herd, whether male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the Lord. 
2 

And he shall lay his 

hand on the head of his offering, and kill it at the door of the tabernacle of meeting; and Aaron's sons, the 

priests, shall sprinkle the blood all around on the altar. 
3 

Then he shall offer from the sacrifice of the peace 

offering an offering made by fire to the Lord.” The laying on of hands on the animal signified the sins of 

the offerer being placed on the sacrifice. This offering pictures the peace that Christ made for us on the 

cross. Colossians 1:20b (NKJV) “…having made peace through the blood of His cross.” I remember 

reading years ago of a preacher visiting an elderly lady who was close to death. He asked her if she had 

made her peace with God. She said, “No, I am trusting in the one who has made peace for me”. She was 

more Biblical than the Pastor!  

4.   The Sin Offering (Chapter 4) 

   Leviticus 4:1-3 (NKJV) “
1 

Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
2 

‘Speak to the children of Israel, 

saying: 'If a person sins unintentionally against any of the commandments of the Lord in anything which 

ought not to be done, and does any of them, 
3 

if the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, then 

let him offer to the Lord for his sin which he has sinned a young bull without blemish as a sin offering.’” 

We are given instructions for the sins of the priest and for the sins of the congregation. It was the same 

sacrifice that was required for both. Let me contrast the burnt offering and the sin offering. The burnt 

offering was voluntary. The sin offering was compulsory. The burnt offering shows that Jesus was perfect 

in His pleasing of the Father and voluntarily gave His life as an offering to the Father. The sin offering 

was Christ’s offering Himself for our sins. Let me stop here and ask a question. For whom did Christ die? 

First, Christ died for God. Here is what I mean by that. Christ’s death allowed God to be just and yet the 

justifier of sinners. If Christ had not voluntarily laid down His life for us, God could not have poured out 

His mercy on us by declaring us righteous without violating His justice. Christ died for God in that 

because of the offering of Himself as our substitute, God was free to as Romans 3:26b (NKJV) says to 

“…be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” Christ also died for sinners. That aspect of 

His death is what is spotlighted in the sin offering. His death paid for our sins – even the unintentional 

sins.  

   For the first three offerings, the offerer comes as a worshipper. For the sin offering he comes as a sinner. 

5.   The Trespass Offering (Chapter 5, 6) 

   The sin offering and the trespass offering are closely related. The sin offering we are told in 4:2 is for 

unintentional sins. That refers to sin that is a part of our nature. The trespass offering emphasized 

individual acts of sin. In both the sin offering and the trespass offering, sin is looked on as a debt that 

needs to be paid. Let me share a fantastic quote from Warren Weirsbe about what these offerings picture 

all together. “God begins with the burnt offering, the complete consecration of His Son to the work of 

redemption, for this is where the plan of salvation begins in eternity past. But from man’s point of view, 

the order is reversed. First, we see ourselves as having committed sins of various kinds, and we realize 

that we are in debt to God and man. This is the trespass offering. But as the work of conviction continues, 

we realize that we are sinners – our very nature is sinful! This is the sin offering. Then the Spirit reveals 

Christ to us, the One who made peace by the blood of His cross, and we discover the peace offering. As 

we grow in grace, we come to understand the perfections of our Lord, and that we are ‘accepted in the 

Beloved’; this is the meal offering. The result of all of this must be our complete consecration to the Lord 

– the burnt offering” [Warren Weirsbe, “Weirsbe’s Expository Outlines of the Old Testament”, Pages 

142-143]. 

   Let me remind you of a glorious New Testament truth. We do not have to make these sacrifices today. 

The One they pointed to has come and has finished all that they pictured. Hebrews 10:14 (NKJV) “For 

by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.” 

B.   The Priesthood (Chapter 8-10) 

   I am going to do a rather quick summary of this section because of time constraints. In chapters 8-10 we 

have the record of Aaron and his sons being set apart for the priesthood. If fellowship between the 

redeemed and their God who redeemed them is to be maintained, there must not only be a sacrifice, but 



also a priest. Besides the removing of the barrier between man and God, there must be a mediator. Jesus is 

both! He is our sin bearer and He is also our High Priest! Hebrews 2:17 (NKJV) “Therefore, in all things 

He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things 

pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”  

   In this section, we see the consecration of the priests in chapter eight, and the work of the priests in 

chapter nine. We will camp out on chapter 10 for a moment as we look at an event that magnifies the 

holiness of God and the importance He gives to His instructions for worship. Leviticus 10:1-3 (NKJV) “
1 

Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and 

offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. 
2 

So fire went out from the Lord 

and devoured them, and they died before the Lord. 
3 

And Moses said to Aaron, ‘This is what the Lord 

spoke, saying: 'By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; And before all the people I must 

be glorified.' So Aaron held his peace.” The lesson for us in this account of the judgment of God against 

Aaron’s sons is that we come to God on His terms, not ours. In this consumer age, people treat God like a 

commodity whom they access on their terms. That is not the message of Scripture. We come to God His 

way and we worship Him His way. He will not be used. God is not a means to our end; He is our end and 

we come to Him the way He has prescribed.  

 

II.      God’s Precepts for Separation (Chapter 11-24) 

   God requires that His people be separate from the world. Romans 12:2a (NKJV) “And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”  

A.   A Holy Nation (Chapter 11-20) 

1.   The Clean and the Unclean (Chapter 11-15) 

   In chapter 11, He deals with clean foods. There are at least two reasons for the dietary laws. First, was 

the health of God’s people. In a day where there was neither refrigeration nor adequate means of cooking, 

many of the forbidden foods are forbidden because without prober temperature and cooking they could 

have made the people sick. The second reason was to separate them from other nations. We are no longer 

under the dietary laws and many of the health issues are dealt with through proper refrigeration and 

cooking. Having said that, probably a good diet would be to eat only that which is “clean” or kosher 

(which means right or fit). We are free however in matters of food.  

   In addition, this section deals with uncleanness through what is touched, childbirth, and skin diseases. 

2.   The Day of Atonement (chapter 16-17) 

   The Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur is one of the most sacred days on the Jewish calendar. The word 

“atonement” is “at-one-ment” Atonement deals with how estranged parties are reconciled. Let me 

describe what happens on this Day of Atonement. This is the one day a year that the High Priest goes into 

the Holy of Holies to deal with the sins of the nation. Actually, the High priest went into the Holy of 

Holies twice on that day. First he comes with the blood of a bull to offer for his own sins. Next he comes 

with the blood of a goat to offer as a sacrifice for the sins of the people. He takes the blood and pours it 

over the covering on the Ark of the Covenant that is called “the mercy seat”. No one sees this but God 

because it is God that the people have sinned against. On this same day, the High Priest also places his 

hands on the head of a goat confessing the sins of the nation. This goat called the “scapegoat” is then 

released into the wilderness to never return. This symbolizes God taking our sins away.  

   The atonement however was incomplete since it had to be repeated every year. We read in Hebrews 

9:25-26 (NASB) “
25 

nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy place 

year by year with blood that is not his own. 
26 

Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the 

foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put 

away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”  

3.   The Laws of Separation (Chapter 18-20) 

   Israel was surrounded with sexual perversion. This section warns them to be separate from it. It was 

because of the sins in this section that God would use Israel to destroy them and take the land. He is 

saying to remain separate from the sexual perversions of the world around us.  



   God requires a holy people, separated from the world around them.  

B.   A Holy Priesthood (Chapter 21-22) 

   The priests and especially the High Priest were to maintain the highest standards of character and 

conduct. This section deals with the requirements for the priests. 

C.   Holy Days – The Feasts of the Lord (Chapter 23-24) 

   There are seven feasts that the people are to keep. If we had time we would see how rich in truth and 

teaching these feasts are. The feasts are: 

1.  Passover (23:4-5) – The celebration of God’s deliverance of the people from the death of the firstborn  

2.   Unleavened Bread (23:6-8) – The putting away of sin from the lives of the people  

3.   Firstfruits (23:9-14) – A feast reserved for when they got into the Promised Land and gave the first of 

their harvest unto the LORD.  

4.   Pentecost (23:15-22) – A celebration of the harvest God had given 

5.   Trumpets (23:23-25) – This was New Year’s Day for the Israelites 

6.   The Day of Atonement (23:26-32)  

7.   Tabernacles (23:33-44) – Remembering how god provided while Israel was in the wilderness 

 

III.     God’s Promise for Success (Chapter 25-27)  

   These three chapters deal with matters for the nation when they would come into the promised land. 

Leviticus 25:1-2 (NKJV) “
1 

And the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 
2 

‘Speak to the 

children of Israel, and say to them: 'When you come into the land which I give you…’”  

A.   The Sabbath of the Land (Chapter 25) 

    The land was to be given rest every seventh year. God promised to give them enough in the sixth year 

to carry them through with just the crops that sprung up in their own. It is interesting that Israel stopped 

obeying this commandment and when Judah way carried into captivity, God told them that they would be 

there a year for every Sabbath year they had failed to keep (2 Chronicles 36:21).  

B.   The Importance of Obedience (Chapter 26-27) 

   In this chapter there is a series of commands and the promise to bless if they were obeyed and to be 

punished if they were not obeyed. An example is Leviticus 26:3-4 (NKJV) “
3 

If you walk in My statutes 

and keep My commandments, and perform them, 
4 

then I will give you rain in its season, the land shall 

yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.”  

CONCLUSION 

   Is the book of Leviticus relevant for today? Many would say, “No, we are not under the law and thus the 

book has nothing to say to Christians under the new covenant”. That is incorrect. In Leviticus, we learn 

some things about God that never change. Primarily, we learn that He is holy! He created us to glorify 

Him and in order to glorify Him, we must treat Him as holy. Not only do we learn that God is holy, we 

learn that He is full of mercy and grace. When we could not come to Him because of our sin, He made a 

way through the sacrifice of His Son for our sins. In Christ, we can come before a holy God and fulfill the 

purpose for which we were created. (3877) 

    
 


