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Whenever God repeats Himself, He usually says it a bit louder the 

second time. If He repeats Himself another time, it is a bit louder yet. The 
final time God says something, it is absolutely deafening. In these three last 
bowls, God is saying something for the last time. It is similar to the way he 
has said it in the past, but the volume is turned up all the way. Now is the 
time to listen, and now is the time for repentance. By the time these bowls 
are actually poured out, it will be too late. 

What we have been seeing is that the bowl judgments are a louder 
echo of the plagues of the Exodus. This pattern continues in the last three 
plagues, and in a very clear way. The fifth bowl is very similar to the ninth 
plague of darkness. The sixth bowl is very similar to the second plague of 
frogs, and the seventh bowl is very similar to the seventh plague of hail. 
Let's look at these bowls one at a time. 

The fifth bowl plunges the kingdom of the beast into darkness. Notice 
that this bowl is poured out on the throne of the beast. In other words, his 
sovereignty and ability to rule are seriously affected by this plague. The fact 
that it is poured out on the throne of the beast is another indication that the 
people of God are exempt from this plague, just like it was in Egypt. There 
was light in Goshen, where the Israelites were, but all Egypt was in 
darkness, a darkness that could be felt. 

When we looked at that ninth plague in Exodus (as with all the 
Exodus plagues), we saw that this was not just between God and the 
Egyptians. This was a cosmic conflict between the one true God and the 
false gods of Egypt. Each plague attacked specific gods that the Egyptians 
worshiped. Of course, Egypt worshiped the sun god Ra. So the plague of 
darkness was a defeat of Ra. God destroyed their idols. They were idols for 
destruction. The tragic thing about this bowl is the people's response. They, 
like the Egyptians, do not repent. Instead, they curse God for the pain of the 
previous bowls. The plague here hardens their hearts. Folks, sin never makes 
sense. You would think that the people who had experienced these plagues 
(and they know exactly Who is responsible!) would repent once all the 
things they worshiped were shown to be false gods. Instead of repenting, 
they harden themselves. Sin never makes sense. Idolatry never makes sense. 



The Old Testament shows this over and over. One of my favorite passages in 
this respect is Isaiah 44, which shows a man with a log. He cuts one half of 
the log to make a fire, and the other half he makes into an idol. Boy, it takes 
great discernment to know which end of the log is the right one to burn, and 
which end is your god. Mr. Idolater, are you sure you didn't get the ends 
mixed up? How do you know that you didn't just burn the end you should 
have worshiped? Maybe both ends of the log are fit for burning, after all! 

Jesus came to destroy all idols on earth and prove that He is the one 
true God. He came to dispel the darkness that this plague describes. He 
dispels that darkness by undergoing the Hell of darkness Himself. Even here 
we have a picture of what Jesus did for us. 

So here is a question for us: how do we react when our idols are taken 
away from us? Do we curse God for our pain? When our money is taken 
away from us, what is our response? When our relationships are taken away 
from us, what is our response? Sometimes we worship those things, and God 
takes them away in order that we might once again worship the one true 
God. Sometimes God takes away those things even when we are not 
worshiping the idols. In those cases, God is still teaching us to rely on Him 
more than we were before. 

The sixth bowl is poured on on the river Euphrates. Now, the river 
Euphrates runs right by the city of Babylon. Babylon considered the 
Euphrates in much the same way that Egypt thought of the Nile river. 
Babylonians worshiped many gods. One of them was Enki, the god of water 
and of the fertile earth. So, as with the Egyptians plagues, so also this bowl 
is a judgment on the gods of the Babylonians. The Euphrates river provided 
sustenance and also defense from attacking armies. All of that is swept away 
by this bowl. The Euphrates river becomes a dust bowl. 

The result of this bowl is a preparation for a gathering of the kings of 
the earth at Armageddon. How does this happen? First, it happens through 
some unclean spirits that act as gatherers. These unclean spirits look like 
frogs. That should, of course, immediately remind us of the second plague 
on Egypt, the plague of frogs. When we looked at that plague, we saw that 
the plague attacked the Egyptian goddess Heqet, the goddess of fertility, 
whose symbol was the frog. Here, the Euphrates river symbolizes fertility 
through the god Enki. So this bowl is a judgment on the gods of fertility 
wherever they are worshiped. One sign of false fertility is this gathering of 



the forces of evil against the Lord and against His anointed one, as Psalm 2 
tells us. 

Notice the false prophet in verse 13. This is the first time that the term 
“false prophet” has been mentioned in the book of Revelation, believe it or 
not. The term always speaks about someone who is trying to deceive the 
church of Jesus Christ. These false prophets will try to throw everything into 
confusion. One of the ways this happens today is by folks who try to predict 
the day of Christ's return. Jesus told us that we cannot do that. No one knows 
that day or hour. It is clear from verse 15 that we need to be ready at any 
time for Christ's return. 

It is fascinating to see how these unclean spirits deceive unbelievers as 
well. Why do these people gather together? According to Psalm 2, the 
gathering is against the Lord and against His anointed. On earth, that means 
that they are assembled together to try to kill the church. The irony of this is 
that although they think they are there to kill the church, the only thing they 
wind up doing is gathering everyone conveniently together for their 
punishment. Even when Satan tries to thwart God's plan, the end result is 
that he only winds up furthering God's plan, because God overturns Satan's 
evil for good. He makes Satan's evil turn in on itself, and destroy itself so 
that evil is itself destroyed, while at the same time serving a good and higher 
purpose. 

Everyone, of course, wants to know what Armageddon is all about. 
There are many theories out there. The simplest one is usually the best. The 
name Armageddon, according to the best scholarship I read, means “place of 
gathering.” And that makes perfect sense in the passage. The plain of 
Megiddo, from which Armageddon gets its name, is a place where many 
battles have been fought in the past. It came to have a certain connotation, 
like “Waterloo” has for the British. It is the place of final decision by battle. 

Jesus has already fought and conquered these forces through His death 
and resurrection. So they will not prevail against the church. Practically 
speaking, this means that we do not need to fear any man. If death is the 
worst thing they can do to us, then they have little power. Jesus has 
conquered death, so we need not fear death. And if we need have no fear of 
death, then we don't need to fear anything that any man can do to us. And if 
we don't need to fear anything that any man can do to us, then we don't need 
to worry either. And so, we have a call to be ready for judgment day. The 



application is spelled out for us quite clearly in verse 15: stay away, and 
keep your clothes on. Staying awake means being ready. Keeping your 
clothes on means not being swayed by the deceptive forces that are trying to 
destroy us. 

The last bowl is poured out into the very air we breathe. The statement 
comes from heaven “it is done.” This should remind us of what Christ said 
on the cross. When Jesus said those words, He was saying that the 
redemptive work that God the Father gave Him to do had been 
accomplished. There was nothing more required for God's people to be 
saved. Here, the meaning of the words is that judgment has come to an end. 
God finishes His work with all the people of the earth. It is either through 
Jesus' “it is finished” or through this judgment's “it is done.” Both salvation 
and judgment are finished works of art. To which finished work do we 
belong? That is the primary question, isn't it? 

God the Father says these words that come straight from the throne-
room in the temple, as verse 17 says. The result of these words is a great 
storm. There is lightning, thunder, and a great earthquake. This earthquake 
will be the greatest earthquake that the world has ever seen. It is so great that 
entire cities will be demolished. The earthquake is so great that islands and 
mountains will disappear completely from the face of the earth. This is 
nothing less that God remaking the entire earth. 

The second major thing happening in this bowl is the hail. The 
seventh plague against Egypt matches the seventh bowl judgment here. In 
the case of the seventh plague against Egypt, the gods that were defeated 
included Nut, the goddess of the sky, Shu, Tefnut, Isis, and Set. The 
hailstones in that plague were heavy enough to kill man and beast that were 
outside. In this bowl judgment, the hailstones will weigh an entire talent. 
Now, a talent could weigh anywhere from 45 pounds to 130 pounds. Most of 
the time, a talent weighed about 70 pounds. Can you imagine 70 pound 
hailstones? This is a far greater plague than the Egyptians faced. This is the 
last time God is saying something, and God is deafeningly loud. 

As with the fifth bowl, the reaction of the people who experience this 
plague is tragic. They also curse God after this plague. Great signs and 
wonders do not produce faith. False prophets work that way, as verse 13 
reminds us. But true prophets stick to the Word of God. 

Jesus Christ comes to shake the earth, and bring great earthquakes. “In 



a little while, says the Lord God, I will shake the heavens, the earth, the sea, 
the dry land, all nations I will shake.”As the Lord promised, so He would do, 
and it is the Lord Jesus Christ who will do it. He has already shaken the 
world at His first coming. For Christianity turned the world upside down. 
But more is to come. 

Once again also, we can see the work of Jesus Christ portrayed here 
clear, since He also was the one to drain the full cup of the wrath of God for 
his people. In verse 19, those who are not believers in Christ will have to 
drink that same cup, but they will have to do it themselves. No one else will 
drink it for them. Believers, however, will never have to drink that cup, since 
Christ has drained it even to the very dregs. 

As we see these great judgments portrayed, the relevance of the text 
becomes clear to us. Firstly, we see that our idols need to be destroyed. This 
is for our good. Let us not rage against God when our idols are destroyed. 
Instead, let us thank Him for His great mercy in taking away something that 
we valued more than Jesus. 

Secondly, one of the main ways we can be ready for the return of 
Christ is to lose our fear of man. The biggest thing that man can do to us is 
to kill us. But if Christ has conquered that enemy, then there is nothing 
permanent that any many can do to us. Fearing God rather than man can be 
said to be the very best way of being ready for the second coming of Christ. 
Fear of man, of course, can pop up its head in various ways. We try to look 
perfect and impressive, no matter how much emptiness there is inside us. We 
focus our prayers in public places on what we think other people want to 
hear, or what we want them to hear, instead of realizing that we are talking 
to God. We never show any weakness to anyone, because if we did, people 
might get some crazy foolish notion that we were somehow, you know, 
human! 

God repeats Himself in these plagues. He repeats the Exodus plagues, 
but in a higher key, and more forcefully. Isn't it wonderful that He has given 
this to us before it happens? For as long as the event has not occurred yet, 
then it is not too late. Now is the time of grace. Now is the time for faith and 
repentance.    


